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ADDRESS. 


We  have  met  this  evening  to  open,  to  the  use  of 
'  the  public,  the  library  which  the  generosity  of  the 
citizens  and  friends  of  this  village  has  instituted.  By 
way  of  introduction,  a  brief  account  has  been  thought 
fitting  of  an  older  library  founded  here  a  century  ago, 
of  the  men  who  organized  it,  and  of  the  literary  taste 
~-bf  their  times. 

There  have  been  other  libraries  in  this  town 
also  well-deserving  consideration,  if  time  permitted. 
Seven  were  in  active  operation,  in  the  year  1S02,  with 
an  aggregate  of  1,041  volumes  on  their  shelves,  cost- 
ing $1,241.  The  most  recent  library  is  too  well- 
known  to  you  all  to  need  any  eulogy  or  descri})tion 
from  me.  If  the  Tunxis  Library  had  not  attained  its 
remarkable  prosperity,  there  is  little  reason  to  su[)pose 
we  should  have  been  here  this  evening. 

In  the  year  1795,  when  the  Revolutionary  War 
had  been  a  thing  of  the  past  for  twelve  years,  the  peo- 
\)\q  of  this  village  found  time  to  turn  their  energies  to 
peaceful  pursuits.  Hie  long  and  bitter  contentions  in 
the  church  had  just  given  place  to  peace  and  good- 
will by  the  settlement  of  the  beloved  pastor,  the  Rev. 
Joseph  Washburn,  in  Ma\'  of  that  year.  Tlie  Hon. 
John  Treadwell  of  this  town,  afterward  Gow  Tread- 
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well,  was  at  this  time  a  member  of  the  upper  house  of 
the  State  Legislature,  and  John  Mix,  Esq.,  had  just 
begun  to  represent  the  town  in  the  lower  house  twice 
each  year  as  certainly  as  the  months  of  May  and 
October  came  around.  These  worthy  and  public- 
spirited  men,  with  such  assistance  as  their  fellow 
I  townsmen  were  ready  to  offer  them,  founded,  in  that 
year,  the  first  library  in  this  village  of  which  we  have 
any  extended  record.  They  called  it  "  The  Library 
in  the  First  Society  in  Farmington,"  and  this  library, 
with  sundrv  chancres  in  name  and  orcranization,  has 
survived  to  the  present  time. 

The  first  librarian  was  Elijah  Porter,  a  soldier  of  the 
Revolution,  who  served  three  years  with  the  Connecti- 
cut troops  on  the  Hudson,  and  was  for  many  years  a 
deacon  in  the  Congregational  Church.  The  members 
of  the  first  committee  were  Martin  Bull,  John  Mix,  and 
Isaac  Cowles.  Martin  Bull,  also  a  deacon  of  the  church, 
was  a  man  of  versatile  powers  and  occupations,  -  a 
goldsmith  and  maker  of  silver  spoons  and  silver  but- 
tons, a  manufacturer  of  saltpetre  when  it  was  needed  in 
making  gunpowder  for  the  arnu',  a  conductor  of  the 
church  music  with  (lov.  Tn-adwel!  for  assistant,  the 
treasurer  of  the  town  for  (.-ight  years,  and  clerk  of 
probate  for  thirt\-n:ne  \  ears,  and  until  the  ofiice  passed 
out  of  the  control  of  the  old  h'ederal  part)'.  lie  was 
one  of  the  seventy  signers  of  an  agreement  to  march 
t(^  Boston,  in  September,  ij;.),  to  the  assistance  of  our 
besieged  countrymen,  if  needed.  ( )f  all  his  nunierous 
occupations,  perhap.->  none  j)leased  the  worthy  deac(Mi 
more  than   writing  long  and  formal  letters  to  his 
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friends.  One  series  of  fifteen  to  a  student  in  college, 
full  of  kindly  feeling  and  pious  exhortation,  has  come 
down  to  us,  but  whose  appalling  solemnity  would  tend 
to  drive  the  modern  college  youth  into  any  dissipation 
for  relief. 

John  Mix,  the  second  member  of  the  committee, 
was'  a  graduate  of  Yale  College,  and  an  officer  in  the 
Revolutionary  War,  serving  first  as  ensign  along  the 
Hudson,  and  afterward  as  lieutenant  and  quarter- 
master in  the  Hio^hlands  until  the  close  of  the  war. 
Then,  when  the  return  of  peace  dismissed  the  officers 
of  the  army  to  their  homes,  and  the  strong  friendships 
formed  around  the  camp-fire  and  on  the  battlefield  led 
to  the  founding  of  the  Society  of  the  Cincinnati,  John 
Mix  became  the  Secretary  of  the  Connecticut  branch 
until  that  society  was  dissolved,  in  1804,  to  appease 
the  insane  clamors  of  the  politicians  of  the  day.  He 
then  served  the  town  ten  years  as  judge  of  probate, 
thirty-two  as  town  clerk,  and  twenty-six  as  a  represen- 
tative to  the  General  Assembly.  Those  were  the 
good  old  days  when  the  magistrate  and  his  duties 
were  looked  up  to  with  veneration,  and  rotation  in 
office  had  not  become  a  political  necessity.  This  old 
town  was  then  a  power  in  the  land. 

Isaac  Cowles,  the  third  member  of  the  committee, 
was  a  farmer,  a  tavern  keeper,  a  colonel  in  I  lie  State 
Militia,  and  a  man  of  wealth. 

The  library  company  numbered  thirty-seven 
nicmbcrs,  who  contributed  3S0  volumes,  valued  at 
SO44.29,  which  amount  was  six-sevenths  of  one  per 
eunt.  of  the  assessed  value  of  all  the  property  in  the 
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First  Society  of  Farmington.  The  books  were  in 
pare" the  remains  of  a  former  library  formed  Aug.  i, 
1785,  of  which  no  record,  except  this  date  and  the 
amount  of  money  collected,  has  come  down  to  us. 
The  first  book  on  the  list  was  Dean  Swift's  Tale  of  a 
Tub.  Other  works  of  fiction  were  his  Gulliver's 
Travels,  The  Adventiires  of  Sir  Launcelot  Greaves  of 
Smollett,  The  Sentimicntal  Journey  of  Sterne  ;  Henry 
Brookes'  Fool  of  Quality ;  Fielding's  Tom  Jones  ;  Miss 
Fanny  Burney's  Evelina  and  Cecilia ;  Dr.  Moore's 
Zeluco;  and  Goldsmith's  Vicar  of  Wakefield.  _  There 
were  translations  of  Gil  Bias,  and  of  several  French 
novels ;  The  Tales  of  the  Castle  and  the  Adelaide, 
and  Theodore  of  Madame  De  Genlis,  and  others  of  a 
more  ephemeral  nature. 

Of  poetry,  they  had,  of  course,  the  Paradise  Lost, 
Pope's  version  of  the  Iliad,  Young's  Night  Thoughts, 
and  Goldsmith's  Poems.  There  were,  too,  McPher- 
son's  Ossian,  The  Task  and  Olncy  Mymns  of  Cowpcr, 
Thomson's  Seasons,  and  the  poems  of  Akenside. 

The  list  is  not  a  long  one,  for  the  New  England 
mind  did  not  take  kindly  to  works  of  the  imagination. 
Being  appealed  to  on  their  patriotic  side  they  bought 
with  alacrit}'  The  Conquest  of  Canaan  bv  President 
Dwight,  and  the  X'ision  of  Columbus  bv  Joel  Barlow, 
—  those  tw  o  epic  poems  which  were  thought  to  be  so 
inspired  by  the  (renins  of  American  Eihcrt\-  as  to  }nit 
to  shame  all  the  works  of  effete  monarchies  and 
empires.  To  these  they  added  the  ])oems  of  .General 
David  Hum|)]irevs,  revokitionarv  soklier  and  dij^lo- 
matist,  and  a  volume    of    miscellaneous  ^Ymerican 


7 


poetry,  which  completed  the  list,  nor  did  they  see 
occasion  to  make  any  additions  until  twenty  years 
after,  in  1817,  they  bought  Thomas  Moore's  Lalla 
Rookh  published  that  year. 

History  fared  a  little  better.  Robertson  was 
represented  by  his  Histories  of  America,  Scotland,  and 
India,  and  his  Reign  of  Charles  the  Fifth.  Even 
Voltaire  was  admitted  with  his  Charles  the  Twelfth 
and  his  Age  of  Louis  the  Fifteenth.  Rollin's 
Ancient  History  appears  in  ten  volumes,  and  Joseph- 
us's  Antiquities  of  the  Jews  in  four  volumes.  Hume's 
History  of  England,  Watson's  Philip  the  Second,  and 
Winthrop's  Journal  were  there,  —  the  latter  now  a 
valuable  prize  when  found  in  the  edition  of  that  day. 
There  were  histories  in  many  volumes  of  almost  all 
the  then  known  countries  of  the  world,  —  Europe, 
Greece,  Rome,  England,  Spain,  America,  Switzer- 
land, and  Hindostan,  but  by  whom  written  we  can 
only  conjecture.  The  volumes  have  long  since  dis- 
appeared, and  the  catalogue  is  silent. 

Of  biographies,  there  were  those  of  Mahomet, 
Cromwell,  Frederick  the  Great,  Eugene,  Newton, 
Doddridge,  Boyle,  Franklin,  and  Putnam.  Of  books 
of  travel,  there  were  Anson's  Voyage  around  the 
World,  Cook's  V^oyages,  Wraxall's  Tour  through 
Europe,  Volncy's  Travels  in  Egypt  and  Syria, 
Niebuhr's  Travels  in  Ai'abia,  Cox's  Travels  in  Poland, 
Russia,  Sweden,  and  Denmark,  and  Young's  Travels 
in  France,  which  latter  has  been  recently  reprinted, 
and  is  one  of  the  notable  books  of  the  day. 

Any  one  could  make  a  li^t  of  the  essay  literature 
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on  the  shelves  without  much  danger  of  going  astray. 
The  Tatler,  The  Spectator,  and  the  Citizen  of  the 
World  constituted  pretty  much  the  whole  of  it. 

Of  dramatic  literature  there  is  not  much  to 
say.  The  first  copy  of  Shakespeare  waited  twenty 
years  for  admission  to  the  library.  Our  forefathers 
did  not  love  the  theater  or  its  literature. 

Theological  books  were  more  to  their  taste.  I  will 
not  weary  you  with  a  list  of  those  which  formed  a 
large  part  of  their  first  library.  The  most  famous  were 
Butler's  Analogy,  Edwards  "On  the  Freedom  of  the 
Will,"  "  On  Jusiification  by  Faith  Alone,"  his  "  Treatise 
Concerning  the  Religious  Affections,"  and  his  "  His- 
tory of  the  Redemption  "  ;  Hopkins'  Divinity ;  Paley's 
Evidences  and  his  Hora.^  Paulinae ;  Newton,  on  the 
Prophecies  ;  West,  on  the  Resurrection ;  Strong,  on 
Baptism ;  and  Sherlock's  Practical  Discourses  on 
Providence.  There  were  also  sermons  by  Blair, 
Newton,  Edwards,  and  other  divines. 

Such  were  the  3S0  volumes  with  which  the  first 
library  was  opened  to  the  public.  I^r  a  quarter  of  a 
century  thereafter  the  books  added  were,  with  few  ex- 
ceptions, of  a  theological  character.  With  the  excep- 
tion of  "  Don  Quixote  "  and  "  Sir  Charles  Grandison," 
added  in  i  799,  no  mure  novels  were  bought  until  Miss 
Hannah  More's  "  Cocicbs  in  Search  of  a  Wife"  found 
favor  in  1809,  probably  owing  to  the  religious  charac- 
ter of  its  authoress;  and  so  matters  continued  until 
the  WaverK:y  Novell  knocked  too  hard  at  the  doors  to 
be  denied  admi.ssion. 
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and  no  favorite  Psalms  which  the  congregation,  bccom- 
ini;-  faniihar  witli,  conld  in  time  sing  witlioiit  the  loook. 
They  deemed  it  their  solemn  duty  to  sing  all  the 
Psalms  in  course,  just  as  they  read  their  Bibles  through 
from  Geiiesis  to  Ivex'elation,  and  then  l^egan  again; 
and  it  worried  their  consciences  not  a  little  that  in 
the  earlv  editions,  Sternehold  and  Hopkins  had  not 
rendered  all  of  the  one  hundred  and  fifty  Psahns  into 
meter,  StiU,  as  several  had  iPiOre  than  one  hundred 
lines,  and  one  over  seven  hundred,  "deaconing  out  the 
Psalm,"  in  this  lack  of  books,  was  an  evident  neces>ity. 

Let  us  now  spend  a  Sabbath  in  the  hr^t  meeting- 
house which  stcK)d  on  our  \  illage  greun,  and,  so  lar  as 
may  be,  learn  how  our  fathers  worshiped  within  its 
walls.  As  all  days  are  alike  open  to  our  choice,  we 
select  the  year  1676  for  our  visit.  You  need  not 
listen  for  the  signal  of  the  bell;  you  will  have  ^to 
wait  44  )-ears  for  that  sound;  but  the  drimi  will  be 
beaten  at  the  time  of  divine  service,  and  also  an 
hour  before. 

Let  us  join  the  train  of  worshipers  as  thev  ap- 
|)roach  the  sanctuary  from  all  parts  ol  the  little  \  ihage. 
They  are,  for  the  most  part,  on  loot;  but  some  froni 
the  outl}'ing  farms  are  on  lK)r.^ebaek  the  good  wite 
(Ml  a  pinion  behind  the  good  man,  with  the  youngest 
child  in  her  arms,  while  the  rest  of  the  family  the 
^iMicly  sons  and  daughters  -follow  on  foot,  famil\-  in- 
I'  l'niingled  with  family,  and  much  paired  acc\)rding  to 
til"  law  (^f  a  nalu.r.d  sehHaion  older  than  Parwin. 
1  ln'  nuH't mgdiouse  stands  where  the  secH>nd  and 
tliU'd  house  were  afterwaixl  built.     Doors  (^pen  to  the 
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were  frowned  upon  for  stopping  on  the  way  at  too 
many  of  the  numerous  taverns  then  lining  our  street. 
We  know  how  Gov.  Treadwell  fined  the  society  ladies  ~ 
of  his  day  because,  as  the  indictment  read,  "  They 
were  convened  in  company  with  others  at  the  house 
of  Nehemiah  Street,  in  said  town,  and  refused  to  Sis- 
perse  until  after  nine  o'clock  at  night."  The  nine 
o'clock  bell  meant  something  in  tliose  days. 

Only  a  few  years  later,  the  Governor  writes  in  a 
strain  worthy  of  John  Ruskin,  "  The  young  ladies  are 
changing  their  spinning  wheels  for  forte-pianos  and 
forming  their  manners  at  the  dancing  school  rather 
than  in  the  school  of  industry.  Of  course,  the  peo- 
ple are  laying  aside  their  plain  apparel,  manufactured 
in  their  houses,  and  clothing  themselves  with  Europ- 
ean and  India  fabrics.  Labor  is  oTowino-  into  disre- 
pute,  and  the  time  when  the  independent  farmer  and 
reputable  citizen  could  whistle  at  the  tail  of  his  plough 
with  as  much  serenity  as  the  cobbler  over  his  last,  is 
fast  drawing  to  a  close.  The  present  time  marks  a 
revolution  of  taste  and  of  manners  of  immense  import 
to  society,  but  while  others  glory  in  this  as  a  great  ad- 
vancement in  refmemcnt,  we  cannot  help  dropping  a 
tear  at  the  close  of  the  golden  age  of  our  ancestors, 
while  with  a  pensive  pleasure  we  reilect  on  the  past, 
and  with  sus[)ensr  and  apj)rehension  antici[)ate  the 
future." 

Such  was  social  life  then.  Much  hearty  enjov- 
ment  of  the  increasing  good  things  around  them, 
tempered    and  always  ovcr>lKuiowed   by  their  ever 


•  present  belief  in  the  stern  doctrines  of  Calvin  — 
"  fixed  fate,  free-will,  fore-knowledge  absolute." 

The  meetings  for  the  drawing  of  books  were  held 
on  the  first  Sunday  evening  of  each  month,  not  be- 
cause the  eminently  religious  character  of  the  library 
became  that  day,  but  because  our  ancestors  read  on 
the  first  page  of  Holy  Writ  that  the  evening  and 
the  morning  were  the  first  day,  and  when  they  saw  the 
last  rays  of  the  setting  sun  disappear  behind  the  west- 
ern mountains,  the  Sabbath  with  all  its  restraints  was 
ended.  The  boys  might  resume,  though  somewhat 
quietly,  the  sports  of  the  week.  Those  of  older 
growth  were  expected  to  present  themselves  in  all  the 
bravery  of  their  Sunday  attire  wherever  their  youth- 
ful affections  called  them,  and  they,  both  young  men 
and  maidens,  doubtless  blessed  the  new  library  as 
a  most  suitable  place  of  resort  for  their  elders. 
Hither  they  came  from  far  and  near,  not  simply  for 
books,  but  to  exchange  friendly  greetings,  to  discuss 
the  affairs  of  the  State  and  the  Church,  the  health  of 
their  families,  the  labors  of  their  farms,  and  all  the 
details  of  their  everyday  life.  It  was  a  true  literary 
club  made  up  of  the  most  intelligent  and  worthy  mem- 
bers of  the  communitv. 

When  all  were  assembled  and  had  accounted  for 
the  books  charged  thorn,  the  new  books,  or  any  old 
ones  desired  by  two  persons,  were  [)ut  up  at  auction, 
and  the  right  to  the  next  month's  reading  was  struck 
off  for  a  few  pennies,  adding  on  the  average  $2.^0  to 
the  annual  income  of  the  company. 

Deacon  Porter  kept  the  library  in  excellent  order. 


12 


Every  volume,  though  originally  bound,  as  books  then 
were,  in  full  leather,  had  a  stout  cover  of  sheep  skin 
sewed  around  it.  The  reader  who  turned  down  a 
leaf  to  keep  his  place  while  reading  was  fined  a  penny, 
and  a  strict  record  was  kept  of  every  grease  spot  or 
other  blemish,  giving  the  volume  and  page  where  it 
occurred,  so  that  any  new  damage  could  be  charged 
upon  the  offender  with  unerring  certainty.  Two 
pence  a  day  was  the  cost  of  forgetting  to  return  books 
on  time.  It  made  no  sort  of  difference  who  the  un- 
lucky offender  was,  be  he  of  high  degree  or  otherwise, 
he  had  to  pay.  Major  Hooker  pays  his  sixpence,  Col. 
Noadiah  Hooker  his  shilling,  and  even  Gov.  Tread- 
well  is  reminded  that  it  has  cost  him  five  shillings  and 
sixpence  for  forgetting  his  books  a  whole  month. 
Solomon  Whitman,  Esq.,  reading  the  fourth  volume 
of  Rollin,  probably  with  a  tallow  dip  in  one  hand,  sets 
fire  to  the  book  and  comes  so  near  brins^in^r  the  wars 
of  the  Persians  and  Grecians  to  an  abrupt  termination, 
that  he  has  to  pay  one  dollar.  Dr.  Todd  is  fined  one- 
half  as  much  for  having  his  mind  so  occupied  with 
his  patients  as  to  forget  his  books  for  six  days.  The 
fines  for  ten  years  amounted  to  /i  3  6. 

On  the  first  day  of  January,  iSoi,  the  first  day  of 
the  new  century,  the  name  of  the  library  was  changed 
froni  The  Library  in  the  First  Societ}'  in  Farmington 
to  The  Monthly  Library  in  Farmington,  probably  to 
distinguish  it  from  some  other  Hbrary.  Deacon  Mar- 
tin Bull,  still  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  engrawxl 
for  it  a  new  book  plate  in  .the  highest  style  of  his  art. 
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It  contains  the  by-laws  of  the  company  and  this 
motto  :  ' 

"  The  youth  who  led  by  Wisdom's  guiding  hand 
Seeks  Virtue's  temple  and  her  law  reveres, 
He,  he  alone  in  Honour's  dome  shall  stand 

Crowned  with  rewards  and  raised  above  his  peers." 

Wisdom  is  represented  in  the  central  picture  in 
the  form  of  the  god  Mercury  leading  a  very  small 
boy  up  to  a  book-shelf  of  ponderous  folios.  The  boy 
is  dressed  in  the  fashionable  court  costume  of  the 
period,  and  with  uncovered  head  contemplates  a  per- 
sonification of  virtue  crowned  with  masonic  insignia. 
By  her  side  stands  a  nude  figure  of  wondrous  anatomy, 
perhaps  a  siren  against  whose  allurements  the  youth 
is  being  warned. 

The  books  were  kept  in  the  house  of  the  librarian, 
which  stood  on  the  east  side  of  the  main  street,  next 
north  of  the  graveyard,  and  here  sat  Deacon  Porter,  the 
village  tailor,  in  this  solemn  neighborhood  and  among 
these  serious  books  ready  to  minister  to  the  literary 
taste  of  the  community.  In  the  meantime  the  be- 
loved pastor,  Joseph  Washburn,  died  on  the  voyage 
from  Norfolk  to  Charleston,  whither  he  had  gone  in 
the  vain  hope  of  restoring  his  health,  and  on  the  23d 
day  of  August,  eight  years  afterward.  Deacon  Porter 
married  the  widow  and  moved  into  her  house  opposite, 
now  occupied  by  Chauncey  Rowe,  Esq.  He  reh'n- 
quishcd  his  care  of  the  library,  and  Captain  Luther 
Sijymour  succeeded  him  for  the  year  181 3.  At  the 
^•■nd  of  the  year  the  ]\Ionthl\-  Library  Company  came 
to  an  end.    The  furniture  was  sold  and  the  ca>h  on 
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cieus,  he  said,  of  the  Village  Library.  The  accuracy 
(A  Capt.  Scott's  recollection  seems  to  be  sustained  by 
the  list  of  books  bought  from  the  Village  Library  at 
Its  dissolution  in  1826.  Two  of  the  twenty  volumes 
of  "  The  World  Displayed,"  the  boys'  first  purchase, 
are  still  in  existence  bearing  the  book  plate  of  the 
Village  Library,  a  work  of  art  probably  beyond  the 
>kill  of  Deacon  Bull.  It  substitutes  for  his  awkward 
boy  a  self-possessed  young  lady  seated  in  an  arm  chair 
in  the  most  approved  position  taught  by  the  boarding- 
schools  of  the  day.  She  is  absorbed  in  a  book  taken 
from  the  library  shelves  at  her  side,  and  through  the 
window  of  the  room  has  before  her  the  inspiring, 
vision  of  the  Temple  of  Fame  crowming  the  summit 
of  a  distant  mountain.    Beneath  is  the  motto  — 

"  Beauties  in  vain  their  pretty  eyes  may  roll, 
Charms  strike  the  sense,  but  merit  wins  the  soul." 

Thus  early  did  the  Village  Library  recognize  the 
value  of  female  education. 

In  March,  1826,  the  Village  Library  was  merged 
with  the  Phctnix,  and  Capt.  Selah  Porter,  who  since 
1S17,  ^^^^^  perhaps  longer,  had  been  its  librarian,  now 
took  the  place  of  Deacon  Elijah  Porter.  Me  held  the 
oltice  until  he  resigned  April  4,  1835,  and  Simeon 
Mart,  Jr.,  was  appointed  in  his  stead,  and  it  was  voted 
tluit  the  books  be  removed  to  the  house  of  the  latter. 
1  iie  affix  of  Jr.  sounds  strangely  to  those  who  remem- 
ber the  venerable  and  beloved  instructor  of  our  youth 
better  as  Deacon  Hart, —  a  name  which  brings  back 
lo  many  lumdreds  of  men  scattered  all  over  the  world 
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the  recollections  of  the  wise  teacher,  the  kindly  direc- 
tor of  their  sports  as  well  as  studies,  the  high  minded 
man  trusting  the  honor  of  his  pupils  and  worthy  of 
all  honor  in  return.  Deacon  Hart  had  just  finished 
his  twelfth  year  as  principal  of  the  Farmington  Acad- 
emy, and  one  month  after  his  appointment  as  librarian 
"  Commenced,"  as  he  wrote,  "  a  Boarding  School  in 
my  own  house,  May  i,  1835."  This  new  departure  of 
his  so  occupied  his  time  that  on  the  6th  of  March  he  felt 
it  necessary  to  resign,  and  Rufus  Cowles  was  appointed 
in  his  place,  filling  the  office  until  the  company  came 
to  an  end  and  was  reorganized  on  the  i8th  day  of 
February,  1839,  under  the  name  of  the  Farmington 
Library  Company.  The  library  w^as  given  a  room  in 
what  was  then  the  northeast  corner  of  the  lower  floor 
of  the  old  Academy  building,  and  Rev.  William  S. 
Porter  was  installed  as  librarian,  which  office  he  filled 
until  March  i,  1S40,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Mr. 
Abner  BidwelL 

Under  this  administration  the  library  comes  within 
the  limit  of  my  personal  recollection.  The  meetings 
were  held  on  the  first  Sunday  evening  of  the  month 
immediately  after  the  montiily  concert.  To  this  mis- 
sionary meeting  came  the  patrons  of  the  library  from 
the  Eastern  I'^anns,  from  White  Oak,  and  from  most  of 
the  districts  of  llu*  town,  eacli  with  his  four  books  tied 
up  not  unusually  in  a  red  bandanna  handkerchief. 
Here  we  waited,  more  or  less  patiently,  the  men  on  the 
right  hand  and  the  women  on  the  left,  while  Deacon 
Hart  gave  us  a  summary  of  mis>ionary  intelligence  for 
the  nh)nth,  aiul  the  Rev.  William  S.  Porter  elucidated 
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his  views  of  family  government  and  the  divine  prom- 
ises to  faithful  parents.  Then,  when  Dr.  Porter  had 
expounded  some  suitable  portion  of  the  Scriptures  and 
invoked  the  blessing  of  God  on  us  and  on  all  dwellers 
in  heathen  lands,  when  the  choir  in  the  northeast 
corner  of  the  hall  had  concluded  our  devotions  with 
the  Missionary  Hymn,  a  large  part  of  the  meeting  re- 
paired to  the  library  room  below.  Here  were  the 
books,  a  thousand  or  more,  some  in  cases,  some  on 
benches,  some  on  a  big  table,  some  in  rows,  some  in 
piles, —  but  all  scattered  without  regard  to  character  or 
size  or  numberinsf  in  a  confusion  that  would"  have 
astounded  the  orderly  soul  of  Deacon  Elijah  Porter. 
The  books  purchased  during  the  last  month  were  an- 
nounced and  the  first  reading  of  each  was  determined 
by  a  spirited  auction  at  which  every  book  was  de- 
scribed as  a  "  verv  interesting:  work."  Then  after 
tumbling  over  the  book  piles  with  varying  success, 
and  with  the  excitement  unknown  in  more  orderly 
collections,  of  possibly  unearthing  some  unexpected 
treasure,  each  had  his  four  books  charged,  and  departed 
to  enjoy  the  spoils  of  his  search. 

This  chapter  in  the  history  of  the  library  was 
abruptly  terminated  in  185  i  by  a  change  in  the  owner- 
ship of  the  building  in  which  it  had  its  temporary 
home.  The  old  building  and  the  adjoining  premises 
were  o^'ned  jointly  by  the  Academy  Pro})rietors, 
the  F'irst  Ecclesiastical  Society,  the  Middle  School 
District,  and  the  town.  The  up})er  room  was  used 
for  all  sorts  n{  purposes.  The  Sunday-school  boy 
saw  its  walls  adorned  with   the  big  {)larar(ls  which 
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taught  him  Remember  now  thy  Creator  in  the  days  of 
thy  youtli,"  and  that  "  The  wages  of  sin  is  death,"  but 
his  mind  was  much  more  apt  to  dwell  on  the  grotesque 
exhibitions  he  had  seen  and  heard  from  the  same 
benches  the  evening  before,  —  the  political  orator,  the 
ventriloquist,  the  negro  minstrel,  the  mesmerist,  the 
uncouth  magic  lantern  pictures,  and  the  war  dance 
and  war-whoop  of  imitation  red  men.  The  situation 
became  so  intolerable  that  the  Ecclesiastical  Society, 
after  no  end  of  skillful  diplomacy  and  hard  work  on 
the  part  of  Deacon  Simeon  Hart,  bought  out  the 
other  owners,  and  the  upper  room  was  dedicated  to 
religious  uses  only,  by  a  vote  which  will  not  seem 
strict  to  those  who  remember  the  abominations  of  the 
past.  The  mo^ey  changers  in  the  holy  temple  at 
Jerusalem  were  most  respectable  by  contrast.  From 
the  Academy  building  the  books  were  removed  to  the 
office  of  Deacon  Simeon  Hart,  who  was  appointed 
librarian  once  more,  February  7,  1853,  only  twelve 
weeks  before  his  death.  He  was  succeeded  bv  Austin 
Hart,  Esq.,  who  had  charge  until  the  office  building 
was  sold  and  moved  away.  The  library,  once  more 
homeless,  was  moxed  across  the  street  into  the  stone 
store  which  stood,  bclorc  the  great  fire,  on  the  site  of 
the  present  parsonage.  iMnally,  in  1S55,  the  town 
gave  it  a  resting  place  for  the  next  thiily-fu'e  years  in 
tlie  new  record  building,  it  being  agreed  in  considera- 
tion therefor,  "  that  any  responsible  person  belonging 
to  the  town  may  have  the  right  of  drawing  books  from 
the  library  upon  paying  a  rea>onable  compensation." 
iMr.  Chaunce\   I).  Cowles,  the  town  clerk,  was 
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librarian  for  the  year  1855.  In  February  of  the  fol- 
lowing year,  Mr.,  now  Dr.,  James  R.  Camming,  then 
the  very  successful  principal  of  the  Middle  District 
school,  was  appointed  librarian.  With  his  habitual 
energy  and  exactness  he  brought  order  out  of  confu- 
sion, and  the  library  became  once  more  a  very  useful 
and"  prosperous  institution.  During  the  next  ten  years 
nearly  all  the  most  valuable  books  of  the  library 
were  acquired,  thanks  to  the  fine  literary  taste,  the 
generous  gifts,  and  the  practical  good  sense  of  Deacon 
Edward  L.  Hart. 

Such,  then,  was  the  library,  which  for  a  century 
has  been  no  mean  adjunct  to  the  pulpit  and  the 
school-house,  in  giving  to  the  citizens  of  this  village 
whatever  claims  to  intelligence  and  uprightness  may 
justly  belong  to  them.  And  now,  after  its  wanderings 
from  one  temporary  resting  place  to  another,  it  has 
found  an  honorable  and  fitting  place  of  abode.  May 
it  with  many  additions  and  with  a  generous  care  con- 
tinue for  another  century  to  bless  this  village. 
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ADDRESS. 


Ladies  and  Gcntlonoi  of  the  Village  Library  Com- 
pauy  of  Fannin gto7i :  — 

We  have  been  called  together  this  evening,  in 
accordance  with  the  articles  under  which  we  are  as- 
sociated, to  hear  of  the  prosperity  of  our  library,  and 
to  select  those  who  for  another  year  shall  care  for  its 
well-beinnr. 

In  bygone  times,  whenever  the  citizens  of  this 
state  were  called  upon  to  exercise  the  elective  fran- 
chise, it  was  customary  to  designate  some  learned 
divine  to  deliver  for  their  guidance  and  encourage- 
ment an  annual  election  sermon.  Far  be  it  from  me 
to  invade  the  sacred  office  or  to  assail  your  ears  with 
lessons  of  such  ponderous  wisdom.  Some,  however, 
who  heard  the  account  of  the  library  of  a  centur}'  ago 
have  desired  to  o-q  back  with  me  another  centurv  and 
hear  something  of  that  still  older  time.  A  rude  age 
It  was,  but  rudeness  seen  through  the  mists  of  two 
centuries  ceases  to  be  repulsive.  1  he  petty  discom- 
^<n-{>  of  life  are  forgotten,  and  even  the  uncoutii 
becomes  picturesque.  There  is  a  strange  fascination 
in  looking  back  on  the  deeds  of  your  own  ancestors; 
and  the  verv  localitius  where  the\-  hved — trivial  to  all 
others — seem  sacred  in  the  sight  of  their  descendants. 


You  will  hear  of  no  libraries  in  their  rude  cabins. 
They  deemed  the  Bible  and  the  Psalm-Book  sufficient 
for  their  wants. .  The  one  was  for  a  time  their  only 
law  book,  and  with  the  other  their  souls  rose  on  the 
wangs  of  song  out  of  their  gloomy  surroundings  to 
the  God  who  had  brought  them  hither,  and  w^ho  they 
believed  would  still  sustain  them. 

What,  then,,  was  the  music  which  was  as  dear  to 
them  as  the  breath  of  life  ? 

Rude  it  may  seem  to  our  ears ;  trivial  it  could 
not  have  been.  The  gay  soldier  of  King  Charles's 
court  derided  it.    Tennyson  tells  how — 

"The  Roimdhead  rode, 

And  hummed  a  surly  hymn." 

but  when  on  Marston  Moor  the  Ironsides  of  Crom- 
well raised  their  battle  psalm  and,  roused  to  frenzy, 
rushed  upon  the  Cavaliers,  they  learned  full  well  the 
power  of  Puritan  psalmody. 

No  doubt  many  of  you  say,  "  Have  we  not  heard 
this  old  music  over  and  over  aofain,  and,  dressed  in 
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the  very  apparel  of  our  ancestors,  ourselves  helped  to 
sino-  it?  By  no  means.  The  music  of  the  Old  Folks' 
Concert  is  all  comparatively  modern.  This  town  had 
been  settled  more  than  a  century  when  William  Bil- 
lings was  born  in  Boston,  in  1746,  and  in  due  time 
ga\-e  to  the  world  those  strange  tunes  which  suited 
the  VdAc  of  a  former  general  ion,  and  have  not  yut 
wholly  lost  their  charm:  IMajesty,  in  winch  tlie  \is- 
ion  of  J^^zekiel  is  portrayed,  David's  Lamentation,  The 
Anthem  for  Easter,  and  numerous  other  pieces,  v.cll 
known  to  you  all.    Still  later  was  ii  when  Timoth}' 
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Swan,  born  in  Worcester  in  175S,  and  living  now  in 
Northfield  and  now  in  Stamford,  inheriting  a  tinge  of 
insanity  from  his  mother,  wrote  that  wild,  weird  tune, 
Ocean,  in  which  he  strives  to  picture  how,  while  — 

"  The  winds  arise, 
And  swell  the  towering  waves, 
The  men  astonished  mount  the  skies 
And  sink  in  gaping  graves." 

Daniel  Read  who  sano;  — 

"  O  may  my  heart  in  tune  be  found, 
Like  David's  harp  of  solemn  sound." 

or  again,  in  the  plaintive  minor  strains  of  Russia,  com- 
pares man,  whether  of  high  degree  or  of  the  baser  sort, 
to  "  a  puff  of  empty  air,"  or  in  triumphant  notes  re- 
joices — 

"  While  shepherds  watch  their  flocks  by  night, 
All  seated  on  the  ground  ;  " 

or  shrinks  with  liorror  at  the  dreadful  end  of  the 
wicked  as  he  sees  them  stand  on  slippery  rocks  while 
*Mlery  billows  roll  below,"  died  in  New  Haven  so 
lately  as  1841. 

What,  then,  was  the  music  of  our  forefathers  in 
their  first  sanctuary? 

It  was  simply  the  music  they  had  been  accus- 
tomed to  sing  in  the  churches  of  Old  England.  The 
•^'-lllers  of  this  town  came  frcMu  Hartford,  and  were, 
lor  the  most  ])art,  members  of  the  so-called  Braintree 
^■I'mpany,  which  came  from  th.e  County  of  Kssex  in 
J'-ngland.  'Hiey  did  not,  therefore,  like  the  Plymouth 
^""loriy,  spend  tweKe  years  on  their  way  in  lluHaiid 
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until,  as  Winslow  said,  they  were  like  to  lose  their 
language  and  the  name  of  English,  but  brought 
straio;ht  from  the  vil]ao;e  churches  of  England  the 
songs  they  had  learned  in  their  youth.  Cotton  Mather 
tells  of  their  neighbors  of  the  Salem  church,  that  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Higginson,  calling  up  his  children  and 
other  ■  passengers  into  the  stern  of  the  ship,  to  take 
their  last  sight  of  England,  said,  "  We  will  not  say,  as 
the  Separatists  were  wont  to  say  at  their  leaving  of 
England,  '  Farewell,  Babylon  !  Farewell,  Rome  ! ' 
but  we  will  say,  'Farewell,  dear  England!  Farewell, 
the  Church  of  God  in  England,  and  all  the  Christian 
friends  there.  We  do  not  2:0  to  New  EnQ-land  as 
Separatists  from  the  Church  of  England,  though  we 
cannot  but  separate  from  the  corruptions  in  it. ' " 

They  brought  with  them  two  metrical  versions  of 
the  Psalms;  that  of  Henry  Ainsworth  which  was  used 
mostly  in  Massachusetts,  and  that  of  Sternehold  and 
Hopkins  which  found  favor  in  this  State.  1  have  my- 
self a  copy  brought  over  by  one  of  the  first  settlers  of 
this  town.    Its  quaint  old  title  is  worth  repeating. 

"  The  Booke  of  Psalmes:  Collected  into  English 
Meeter,  by  Thomas  Sternehold,  lohn  Hoj^kins,  and 
others:  conferred  with  the  Hebrew;  with  apt  Notes 
to  simr  them  withall.  Set  forth  and  allowed  to  be 
sung  in  all  Churches,  of  the  [)e(^i)le  together,  before 
and  after  Morning  and  Evening  Prayer:  As  also  be- 
fore and  after  Sermon:  and  moreover  in  private 
li'>u>cs,  for  their  g0(ll\'  solace  and  ccmU'ort,  laying 
apart  all  ungodly  Song>  and  Ballads,  which  tend  onely 
to  the  nourishment  of  vice,  and  corrupting  of  xiuith." 


It  has,  besides  the  metrical  version  of  the  Psalms, 
several  pieces  of  Old  English  Church  Music,  a  few  of 
which  I  name  because  they  form  part  of  a  book  actually 
in  use  in  this  town  nearly,  if  not  quite,  250  years  ago. 
Tiie  following  certainly  do  not  sound  much  like  the  mu- 
sic of  the  conventicle  as  the  author  of  Waverly  loved  to 
describe  it :  The  Benedictus  or  Song  of  Zacharias, 
Tlie  Magnificat  or  Song  of  the  Blessed  '  Mary,  The 
Nunc  Dimittis  or  Song  of  Simeon,  The  Athanasian 
Creed,  The  Pater  Noster  or  Lord's  Prayer,  The  Ten 
Commandments,  and  many  other  set  pieces.  The 
music,  of  which  there  was  a  considerable  varietv,  was 
printed  with  the  old-fashioned  square-headed  notes 
and  without  bars  except  at  the  end  of  each  line  of  the 
words,  the  C  clef  being  invariably  used,  a  sore  puzzle 
to  modern  performers.  Only  the  melody  was  given 
which  was  to  be  sung  by  the  whole  congregation  in 
unison.  Some  few  of  the  more  rigid  Puritans  objected 
to  congregational  singing,  and  argued  that,  as  one  man 
prayed  and  preached,  so  only  one  should  sing;  a  re- 
fmement  of  solo  music  which  did  not  prevail.  That 
these  men  looked  upon  singing  simply  as  an  act  of  de- 
votion, without  the  slightest  thought  of  anything  ces- 
thctic  in  it,  appears  when  they  proposed  to  exclude 
Irmale  voices,  and  argued  further:  "  Because  it  is  not 
pcrmitled  to  a  woman  to  speak  in  church,  how  then 
shall  they  sing?  Much  le.-s  is  it  permitted  them  to 
pi"phcs\-  In  the  church.  And  sinu'in;/  of  Psalms  is  a 
l-ind  of  |)ro[)hesying."  Hicse  objections,  though  not 
^n.stained  by  the  great  body  of  the  worshipers,  were 
H'- vcrtheless  answered  at  length  by  the   Rev.  John 
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Cotton,  in  a  tract  published  to  help  the  introduction 
of  the  famous  Bay  Psahn  Book,  which  was  compiled 
by  about  thirty  New  England  di\"ines,  and  was  printed 
at  Cambridge  in  1640,  the  year  in  which  this  town 
was  settled.  It  was  the  first  book  printed  in-  the 
United  States,  and  has  become  so  rare  that  a  copy  was 
sold  in  1879  for  §1,200.  It  lacked  the  musical  notes 
in  the  early  editions,  a  most  disastrous  omission,  as 
will  soon  appear. 

A  few  years  later,  in  1718,  Cotton  Mather,  best 
known  by  his  famous  Magnalia,  published  the  Psalter- 
ium  Americanum,  which  also  lacked  the  printed  notes. 
It  was  a  very  exact  translation  of  the  Hebrew,  written 
in  smooth  and  elegant  English  blank  verse,  but  people 
missed  the  rhymes  and  the  rude  vigor  of  the  old  version, 
and  would  have  none  of  it.  It  possessed  one  remark- 
able provision,  said  to  have  been  invented  by  Richard 
Baxter,  by  which  a  number  of  the  Psalms  could  be 
sung  to  any  of  the  meters  then  in  use.  Long,  Short,  or 
Common, —  a  de\'ice  which  would  commend  itself  to 
any  luckless  leader  of  a  prayer  meeting,  who  has  come 
to  grief  in  attempting  to  sing  a  Long  meter  hymn  to 
a  Short  meter  tune. 

The  metrical  version  of  the  Psalms  was  usually 
bound  up  with  the  great  family  Bible,  and  was  too 
hea\-y  and  costly  a  book  for  common  use  in  the 
churches.  It  was  the  custom,  therefore,  in  this  scarc- 
ity of  singing  books,  for  onr  of  the  deacons  to  read 
tlie  Psahn  a  line  at  a  time,  and  when  the  singers  had 
fmihhed  that  line,  to  read  the  next,  aiul  so  on  until  the 
Psahn  was  conrlucKd.   'There  were  no  hynms  in  use 


and  no  favorite  Psalms  which  the  congregation,  becom- 
inir  familiar  with,  could  in  time  sinof  without  the  book. 
They  deemed  it  their  solemn  duty  to  sing  all  the 
P>ahiis  in  course,  just  as  they  read  their  Bibles  through 
l'n>nL  Genesis  to  Revelation,  and  then  be^an  a^'ain; 
and  it  worried  their  consciences  not  a  little  that  in 
tlie  early  editions,  Sternehold  and  Hopkins  had  not 
rendered  all  of  the  one  hundred  and  fifty  Psalms  into 
meter.  Still,  as  several  had  more  than  one  hundred 
lines,  and  one  over  seven  hundred,  "deaconing  out  the 
i'salm,"  in  this  lack  of  books,  was  an  evident  necessity. 

Let  us  now  spend  a  Sabbath  in  the  first  meeting- 
house which  stood  on  our  village  green,  and,  so  far  as 
may  be,  learn  how  our  fathers  worshiped  within  its 
walls.  As  all  days  are  alike  open  to  our  choice,  we 
select  the  year  1676  for  our  visit.  You  need  not 
hsten  for  the  sisrnal  of  the  bell  ;  vou  will  have  to 
wait  44  years  for  that  sound;  but  the  drum  will' be 
beaten  at  the  time  of  divine  service,  and  also  an 
Imur  before. 

Let  us  join  the  train  of  worshipers  as  they  ap- 
l>roach  the  sanctuary  from  all  parts  of  the  little  village. 

1  hey  are,  for  the  most  part,  on  foot;  but  some  from 
tlie  outlying  farms  are  on  horseback  —  the  good  wife 
<'n  a  pillion  behind  the  good  man,  with  the  youngest 
^  Inid  in  her  arms,  while  the  rest  of  the  family  - -  the 
'''Hrdy  sons  and  daughters -  follow  on  foot,  family  in- 
lenninglcd  with  fam!l\',  and  much  paired  according  to 
law  of  a   natural  selection  older  than  Darwin. 

^  h'v'  nu'cting-hoLL^e  stands  where  the  second  and 
^■'ii'd  house  were  afterward  btiilt.    Doors  open  to  the 
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east  and  south,  and  very  likely  to  the  west.  Within 
stands  the  lofty  pulpit,  directly  beneath  and  in  front 
of  which  is  the. deacons'  seat,  where  the  two  deacons 
of  the  church  —  Deacon  Stephen  Hart  and  Deacon 
Thomas  Judd  —  are  already  sitting.  Above,  running 
part  w^ay  around  the  house,  is  a  gallery,  where  the 
youth  of  both  sexes  are  divided  off  from  the  rest  of 
the  assembly, —  a  most  ingenious  device  for  setting 
their  high  animal  spirits  and  inherent  love  of  mischief 
at  constant  war  with  the  solemn  decorum  demanded 
by  the  tithing-man.  The  rest  of  the  people  are  seated 
accordino;  to  the  custom  of  Puritan  churches  soon 
afterw^ard  formulated  on  our  records,  with  "respect 
to  age,  office,  and  estate,  so  far  as-  it  tendeth  to  make 
a  man  respectable,  and  to  everything  else  which  hath 
the  same  tendencv."  Promxinent  we  shall  see  the 
civil  magistrate,  in  the  person  of  his  Honor  John 
Wadsworth,  Commissioner  of  the  General  Court,  and 
next  in  rank  that  majestic  personage,  the  captain  of 
the  train-band,  whose  office  every  boy  looks  forward 
to  as  the  goal  of  his  youthful  ambition.  Behind  theni 
sit  the  lesser  dignitaries,  the  Lieutenant,  the  Sergeant, 
tha  P2nsign,  the  Corporal.  I  must  humbly  beg  their 
pardon  if  I  ha\e  not  set  tliem  down  in  the  pro})er 
order,  for  )ou  might  as  \\ell  address  one  of  then^i  with- 
out his  exact  title  as  to  salute  the  Queen  of  Gr^at 
Britain  and  Ireland,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  by  her 
family  name,  simpl\-  as  Mrs.  Guelj^h.  It  is  well  that 
you  have  entered  among  the  fu-st  comers,  for  the  house 
is  filled  to  its  utmost  capacity.  Every  available  n(<ok 
and  corner  is  made  to  yield  a  seat  for  some  dexout 


worshiper.  Soon  after  this,  to  reheve  somewhat  the 
pressure,  "the  town  gave  unto  Ebenezer  Steele,  Jo- 
seph J  odd,  Thomas  Lee,  Nathaniel  Lewis,  arid  Samuel 
Judd,  a  liberty  to  build  them  a  seat  over  the  short  girt 
at  the  easterly  end  of  the  gallery,  on  the  condition 
that  they  do  not  damnify  the  other  seats  in  the  meet- 
ing house."  This  was  but  a  temporary  relief.  There 
was  no  longer  room  for  the  youth  in  the  gallery,  and 
to  let  them  sit  with  their  parents  in  the  Holy  of  Holies 
below  was  not  to  be  thought  of.  It  would  interfere 
with  the  etiquette  of  precedence  in  the  seating  of  the 
house,  and  no  European  court  ever  was  more  rigid  in 
this  than  were  the  worshipers  in  the  old  Puritan 
meeting-house.  Nevertheless  something  must  be 
done  to  accommodate  the  patriarchal  families  of  our 
ancestors.  The  problemi  of  how  Noah  stowed  away 
all  the  animals  in  the  ark,  proposed  by  Dr.  Johnson 
to  little  INIiss  Thrale  as  a  pretty  question  in  arithme- 
tic, was  as  nothing  compared  to  it.  At  length  a  com- 
promise was  effected  by  which  some  of  the  older  and 
nu>re  sedate  of  the  young  women  were  admitted  below, 
and  "  the  town  by  vote  gave  liberty  to  Lieutenant 
Judd's  two  daughters,  and  the  Widow  Judd's  two 
daughters,  and  the  two  eldest  daughters  of  John  Steele 
to  erect,  or  cause  to  be  erected,  a  seat  for  their  proper 
u>r  at  the  south  end  of  the  meeting-house  at  the  left 
n^iiul  as  they  go  in  at  the  door,  proxided  it  be  not 
j>reiudicial  to  the  passage  and  doors." 

And  now  the  guard  of  eight  men  with  nuiskets 
•I'  shouUK-r  march  in  at  tlic  door,  and,  .stacking  tlieir 
'Aims  within  icach,  take  tlie  j)cats  ^i^.^-igned  ihem  on 
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either  side.  Why  this  armed  invasion  of  the  house  of 
God  ?  Simply  because  the  noble  savage  js  on  the 
war  path.  News  has  just  reached  the  town  that 
Hezekiah  VYillet,  brother  of  the  pastor's  wife,  has  been 
slain  by  the  savages  over  at  Swansea.  Only  a  few 
months  since  Johanna  Smith  of  this  town  was  killed 
at  Hatfield,  and  Roger  Orvis  wounded.  Nor  have 
people  forgotten  the  murder  in  their  midst  a  few  years 
before  of  a  woman  and  her  maid,  and  the  burning  of 
several  houses.  True,  the  murderer  had  been  duly 
executed  at  Hartford  in  a  manner  too  brutal  to  relate, 
and,  if  tradition  be  correct,  his  head  had  been  set  up 
on  a  pole, —  an  object-lesson  for  the  instruction  of  the 
untutored  savage.  Just  now  they  are  unmindful  of 
the  lesson,  and  any  moment  King  Phillip  and  his 
\\'arriors  may  fall  u})on  the  village.  Novv'  that  the  last 
roll  of  the  drum  has  sounded,  and  all  are  in  their 
places,  with  stately  step  and  reverend  demeanor  the 
pastor,  Samuel  Hooker,  walks  up  the  aisle  and  ascends 
the  lofty  pulpit.  He  comes  fresh  from  the  honors  of 
Harvard,  where  for  his  o-raduatiner  thesis  he  has  aro-ued 

o  o  o 

in  the  affirmative  one  of  those  subtle  metaphysical 
questions  so  delightful  to  the  early  New  England 
mind,  "  Whether  an  all-perfect  being  can  be  perfectly 
defined."  More  recentlv  a  fellow  of  that  colleo-e,  he 
declined  a  call  by  the  church  in  Springfield,  and  was 
here  installed  as  the  successor  of  his  brother-in-lav.-, 
the  Rev.  Roger  Newton. 

The  service  begins  with  a  prayer  continuing  about 
a  ([uarter  of  an  h.our.  The  j^astor  tlicn  reads  and  (.'X- 
pounds  a  chaj)t(jr  and  announces  the  iorenoon  psalm. 
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One  of  the  deacons,  or  some  devout  man  of  sufficient 
musical  gift,  arises  and  reads,  in  a  sonorous  voice,  the 
first  line  of  the  psalm  — 

"The  man  is  blest  that  hath  not  bent," 

and,  soundino-  the  first  note  as  near  D  as  his  skill  ad- 
mits,  launches  out  bravely  in  the  old  choral.  One  by 
one  the  assembly  join  their  voices  until  the  line  is 
fini.-hed,  when  the  leader  roads  aoain  the  second  line  — 

o 

To  wicked  reade  his  eare," 

and  the  whole  congregation  having  now  caught  the 
melody,  join  in  the  tune,  only  resting  their  voices- for 
a  mightier  shout,  while  the  deacon  reads  the  third 
line  — 

"  Nor  led  his  life  as  sinners  do  ;  " 

and  so  alternately  reading  and  making  the  forest  echo 
with  their  song,  they  conclude  with  — 

"And  eke  the  way  of  wicked  men 
Shall  quite  be  overthrown ;  " 

and  sitting  down,  with  their  souls,  if  not  their  voices, 
attuned  to  the  praise  of  God,  await  the  discourse  of 
the  belo\'ed  Hooker  as  he  turns  the  hour-glass  and 
annoimcL-s  his  text.  I  cannot  describe  his  sermon. 
1  uice  he  })reached  the  annual  election  sermon,  aixl 
twice  the  General  Court  ordered  it  })rinted,  Init  no 
Copies  are  known  to  ha\'e  ever  exi>ted.  After  a  con- 
elutliug  pra\er  and  a  bles>ing  the  people  retire  for  a 
httle  tin^e  to  their  homes  to  eat  their  fruual  Sabbath 
UK'al  and  talk  over  tl^e  lessons  of  the  day. 

i  Uc  afternoon  ^er\•ice  is   h'ke  tlie  mondng,  ex- 
^«^'pt,  aftur  tlu'  conckuhiig  pra)er,  all  children  born 
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since  the  last  Sabbath  are  presented  for  baptism,  no 
matter  what  the  weather,  no  one  daring  to  incur,  what 
seemed  to  them,  the  terrible  responsibility  of  deferring 
this  solemn  rite.  One  of  the  deacons  now  rises  and 
announces  "  Brethren  of  the  Congregation,  now^  there 
is  time  left  for  contribution,  wherefore  as  God  has 
prospered  you,  so  freely  offer."  The  magistrates  first, 
and  others  in  the  order  of  their  rank,  now  come  for- 
ward and  brincf  their  offerimrs  to  the  deacon  at  his 
seat.  Tlicn  new  members,  if  there  are  any,  are  admit- 
ted, a  concluding  psalm  is  sung,  if  time  permits,  and 
with  a  blessino-  the  cono:re2:ation  is  dismissed. 

I  have  said  that  the  first  editions  of  the  Bay 
Psalm  Book  were  printed  without  the  music.  As  a 
result  the  people  sang  by  rote,  forgot  in  time  all  but 
three  or  four  of  the  tunes,  and  sang  these  in  as  many 
ways  as  there  were  singers.  To  remedy  the  evil  the 
publishers  of  the  Bay  Psalm  Book  began  about  1690 
to  add  the  notes  of  the  only  twelve  tunes  then  in  use, 
viz. :  Litchfield,  Canterbury,  York,  Windsor,  Cam- 
bridge, the  1 00th  Psalm  'I\inc,  and  six  others,  the 
names  of  which  have  ceased  to  be  familiar. 

So  little  was  known  of  musical  notation  that 
such  directions  to  the  leader  as  these  were  printed  : 

"  First  observe  .  .  .  the  place  of  your  first  note,  and  how 
many  notes  abu\'e  and  below  that,  so  as  you  may  be:;in  the  tune  of 
>(iur  first  note,  as  the  rest  nuw  be  suni:;  in  ti\e  coni[)ass  uf  your 
and  the  people's  voices,  without  Scpieakinij;  above  or  Ciruniblin:;" 
below." 

Vov  six  of  the  twelve  ttmes  "  a  cheerful  \\UA\ 

o 

pitch"  is  recommended .  for  the  fust  note.    lH)r  the 
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One  Hundredth  Psalm  Tune  "  a  note  indifferent  high," 
and  a  low  note  for  the  remainder;  and  these  direc- 
tions were  as  concise  as  would  be  understood. 

By  the  year  1720  the  singing  in  all  the  churches 
had  become  so  desperately  bad  th.at  ministers  began 
to  preach  in  earnest  the  need  of  reform.  Cotton 
Nhither  published  his  "Accomplished  Singer"  in 
I  72  I  for  the  encouragement  "of  those  who  are  learn- 
ing to  sing  by  Rule  and  seeking  to  preserve  a  Regu- 
Inr  Sim^ins:  in  the  Assemblies  of  the  Faithful."  The 
Rev.  Thomas  Walter  of  Roxbury  the  same  year  pub- 
lished a  singing-book  in  the  introduction  to  which  he 
says,  "At  present  we  are  confined  to  eight  or  ten  tunes, 
and  in  some  conQ-reo-ations  to  little  more  than  half 
that  number,"  and  as  for  the  ornamental  notes  intro- 
duced according  to  the  individual  taste  of  each  singer, 
he  says  "  much  time  is  taken  up  in  shaking  out  these 
h'.rus  and  quavers  \  and  besides,  no  two  men  in  the 
congregation  quaver  alike  or  together,  which  sounds 
in  the  ear  of  a  good  judge  like  Jive  hiindrcd  different 
tunes  roared  out  at  the  same  time."  In  our  own 
State  the  Rev.  Nathaniel  Chauncey  of  Durham  pub- 
lished a  sermon  in  1727  in  defense  of  the  new  or  reg- 
ular way  of  singing  by  note,  in  which  he  answers  four 
^>'i>'ections.  The  fourth  and  no  doubt  the  principal 
objection  of  the  old  people  was,  "  It  looks  very  unlikely 
be  the  right  way,  because  that  young  people  fall  in 
-  ith  it  ;  they  are  not  wont  to  be  so  forward  for  any- 
thing that  is  good."  an.swcr  was  introduced  by  a 
>"in(.:wh:it  free  rendering  of  Job  32:  9,  namely,  "As 
"•d  men  are  not  always  wise,  so  young  men  are  not 
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always  fools."  The  Rev.  Timothy  Woodbridge  also 
preached  a  sermon,  at  East  Hartford  the  sarnie  year 
which  was  printed  and  largely  circulated  in  aid  of  tlie 
Reform.  Singing-schools  began  also  to  be  established, 
and  the  war  between  the  old  way  and  the  new  way 
began  in  good  earnest.  It  lasted  until  just  before  the 
breaking  out  of  the  Revolutionary  War.  Let  us  see 
how  it  fared  with  the  old  church  in  Farmington.  A 
period  of  forty-eight  years  has  passed  since  our  last 
visit  to  the  old  meeting-house.  The  beloved  Hooker 
sleeps  beneath  the  sod  of  the  old  burying  ground, 
though  no  stone  marks  the  spot.  There  has  -been  a 
long  interruption  of  the  pastoral  relation.  Ineffectual 
calls  have  been  extended  by  the  town  to  Mr.  Joseph 
Parsons,  to  "the  much  esteemed  Mr.  Jabez  Fitch,''  to 
*'  the  much  esteemed  Eliphalet  Adams,"  to  "  the 
worthy  Mr.  John  Buckley,"  to  "  Mr.  Daniel  Hooker," 
to  "  Mr.  Ephraim  Woodbridge,"  and  to  "  the  worthy 
Mr.  Nathaniel  Eells."  F^inally  a"  committee  has  been 
ordered  to  undertake  the  long  and  perilous  journey 
through  the  wilderness  to  Nantasket  near  Boston  in 
search  of  a  minister.  The  town  treasurv  beimr  un- 
C(jual  to  supplying  funds  for  so  important  an  expedi- 
tion, a  loan,  to  be  repaid  at  tlie  rate  of  two  shilh'ngs 
for  one,  has  been  negotiated.  The  Rev.  Sanuiel 
Wliitman  returns  with  tlie  connn.ittee,  and  the  town 
vcUes  him  thanks  for  "ventui-ing  the  diiTiculties  ot 
such  a  journey  to  ser\e  us."  A  new  meuting-hou-^e 
has  been  erected  (lining  his  pastorate,  and  now,  on  the 
7th  o\  April,  172-},  the  church  \'otes  "  to  'delax-  the 
admi>.^iun  of  reguk\r  sir.ging  into  the'cluu-ch."  Two 
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months  later,  June  9th,  they  vote  to  "take  a  years 
time  to  consider  and  look  into  the  way  of  singing 
called  regular,"  and  "that  if  any  person  or  persons 
>hall  for  the  future  presume  to  sing  contrary  to  the 
lead  of  the  chorister  appointed  by  the  church  to  the 
disturbance  of  the  assembly  and  the  jarring  of  the 
melody,  he  or  they  shall  be  looked  upon  and  dealt 
with  as  offenders."  Nevertheless,  this  very  thing  hap- 
pened, and  the  testimony  before  the  court  which  fol- 
lowed will  throw  more  light  upon  the  musical  w^ays  of 
the  past  than  any  words  of  mine.  The  parties  con- 
cerned have  been  a  century  in  their  gra,ves  and  cannot 
be  harmed. 

"  February  19,  1724-5.  The  testimony  of  Jonathan  Smith  is 
as  followetli,  viz, :  I  being  at  the  house  of  God  or  place  of  public 
v.orship  in  Farmington  the  24th  day  of  January,  1724-5,  it  being 
llie  Sabbath  or  Lord's  Day,  and  after  prayer  our  chorister,  viz.: 
Heacon  John  Hart  did  ht  or  set  a  tune  to  the  psahn  that  was 
ottered  to  be  sung,  which  tune  is  commonly  called  llella  tune,  as 
'Acll  he  might,  it  being  as  proper  or  more  proper  to  that  psalm 
than  any  other  tune.  And  soon  after  said  Chorister  had  set  said 
tune,  I  heard  an  unwonted  sound,  something  like  hollowing  or 
strong,  strong  singing  to  my  disturbance  and  the  jarring  of  the 
Fuelody,  which  caused  me  to  observe  from  wlience  it  came,  nnd 
i^ercciving  that  it  came  from  Capt.  Joseph  Hawley,  I  took  partic- 
ular notice  of  his  ascents  and  descents,  aud  according  to  m\'  best 
judgment  and  observation,  said  Hawlev  i  after  his  manner  uf  sing- 
i'lLiisnng  the  time*  commonly  called  Southwell,  (j/ias  Camliridge 
Sii  'Tt  Tunc,  and  saitl  Hawley  continued  said  distiu-bance  the 
;:re.Uest  part  of  said  singing." 

John  Hooker,  I^^scp,  prom[)t]y  fmed  Caj^t.  Hawley 
^or  a  breach  of  the  Sabbath,  but  as  th.e  captain  was  a 
member  of  the  General  .Asseml)ly,  lie  brought  the  fol- 
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lowing  petition  to  that  body,  which  states  with  much 
humor  and  with  learned  puns  his  view  of  ,the  case. 
Thougli  printed  many  times  it  is  wortliy  of  repetition. 

"To  the  Honorable,  the  General  Assenibl)^  at  Hartford,  the 
iSth  of  May  1725:  The  memorial  of  Joseph  Hawleyone  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  humbly  sheweth:  Your  memorialist,  his 
father  and  grandfather  and  the  whole  church  and  people  of  Farm- 
ington  have  used  to  worship  God  by  singing  psalms  to  his  praise 
in  that  mode  called  the  Old  Way.  However,  the  other  day  Jona- 
than Smith  and  one  Stanley  got  a  book  and  pretended  to  sing  more 
regularly  and  so  made  great  disturbance  in  tlie  worship  of  God; 
for  the  people  could  not  follow  that  mode  of  singing.  At  length 
it  was  moved  to  the  church  whether  to  admit  the  new  way  or  no, 
who  agreed  to  suspend  it  at  least  a  year.  Yet  Deacon  Hart  the 
chorister  one  Sabbath  day,  in  setting  the  Psalm,  attempted  to  sing 
Bella  tune,  and  your  memorialist  being  used  to  the  old  way  as 
aforesaid  did  not  know  bcllunL  tune  from  pax  tune,  and  supposed 
the  Deacon  had  aimed  at  Cambridge  short  tune  and  set  it  wrong, 
whereupon  your  petitioner  raised  his  voice  in  the  said  short  tune 
and  the  people  followed  him,  except  the  said  Smith  ar,d  Stanly 
and  the  few  who  sang  aloud  in  Bella  tune,  and  so  there  was  an 
unhappy  discord  in  the  singing  as  there  has  often  been  since  th.e 
new  singers  set  up,  and  the  blame  was  all  imputed  to  your  poor 
petitioner,  and  John  Hooker,  Esq.,  Assistant,  sent  for  him  and 
fined  him  the  19th  of  February  last  for  breach  of  the  Sabl)ath,  and 
so  your  poor  petitioner  is  laid  under  a  heavy  scandal  and  re- 
proach and  rendered  vile  and  profane  for  what  he  did  in  the  fear 
of  God  and  in  the  mode  he  h;ul  been  well  educated  in  and  was 
th.en  the  settled  manner  of  singing  by  the  agreement  of  the 
cliurch." 

The  memorial  continues  at  great  length,  but  if 
all  tlic  memorials  written  by  Capt.  Maw  ley  during  the 
contentiein  and  still  preser\-efl  were  printed,  they 
would  make  quite  a  good-sized  book. 
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A  single  extract  from  the  records  of  a  Justice 
Court  in  Wethersfield  shows  how  the  youth  of  this 
town  looked  upon  these  proceedings. 

"  Ascihel  Strong  of  Farmington  being  presented  .  .  .  for 
that  he  did  in  company  with  several  others  in  the  night  after  the 
13th  day  of  November  last  past,  it  being  the  night  next  following 
the  Sabbath  or  Lord's  Day,  at  the  place  of  parade  or  mustering 
in  said  Farmington,  where  Capt.  Hawley  usually  trains  his  com- 
pany, make  and  set  up  something  called  a  gallows  with  a  strange 
picture  or  image  fixed  thereon  with  '  lybels  '  upon  it  &c,,  thereby 
notoriously  defaming,  reviling  and  traducing  Capt.  Hawley  of 
Farmington,  though  in  a  clandestine  manner  under  the  name  of 
vetge  [efligy  ?J  or  some  such  word,  which  actions  or  doings  of 
his  are  contrary  to  the  public  peace  of  Our  Sovereign  Lord  the 
King,  his  Crov/n  and  Dignity." 

Two  years  later  the  Ecclesiastical  Society,  on  the 
17th  of  March,  1726-7,  expressed  their  great  dislike  of 
the-"  way  of  singing  of  Psalms  which  is  recommended 
by  the  Reverend  Ministers  of  Boston  with  other 
ministers  to  the  number  of  twenty  or  thereabouts." 

But  the  matter  did  not  rest  there.  Some  of  the 
parties  were  disciplined  by  the  church.  A  coimcil  of 
the  neio^hborinc:  divines  was  convened  on  the  i8th  of 
January,  i  730-1,  and  memorials  lengthy  and  spirited 
were  })re.>ented.  Finally  the  church,  August  4,  1737, 
nK)re  than  twelve  years  after  the  beginning  of  the 
trouble,  decided  the  learned  decision  of  the  council  too 
ditficult  for  their  understanding,  anil  that  the}'  would 
drop  the  whole  matter. 

After  the  conclusion  of  this  unha[)py  sti  ife,  the 
t:hurch  had  rest  man\'  years.  The  eklcrs  had  tri- 
umphed, but  the  \ounger  singers  waited  iheir  time.  On 
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the  17th  of  December,  1750,  the  Ecclesiastical  Society 
voted  "that  they  would  introduce  Mr.  Watts'  Version 
of  the  Psalms  .to  be  sung  on  Sabbath  days  and  other 
solemn  meetinQ-s  in  the  room  of  the  version  that  hath 
been  used  in  time  past."  This  was  a  long  step  forward. 
True,  some  of  the  hymns  describe  the  future  state  of 
the  wicked  in  a  manner  too  realistic  to  please  our 
modern  taste;  and  Dr.  Watts  himself  in  his  last  years 
desired  to  recall  some  of  his  verses,  but  having  parted 
with  the  cop}'right  was  unable  to  prevent  the  publica- 
tion of  what  was  no  longer  in  accord  with  the  more 
tender  and  loving  feehngs  of  his  old  age.  Still  very 
many  of  his  hymns  will  be  sung  in  our  churches  so 
long  as  devout  worshipers  shall  admire  whatever  is 
majestic  or  reverential. 

Twenty-three  years  more  pass.  The  reform  ad- 
vocated by  the  twenty  divines  half  a  century  before 
has  been  preached  in  season  and  out  of  season  from 
all  the  Congregational  pulpits  of  New  England. 
Tracts  and  sermons  have  been  printed  and  scattered 
broadcast;  singing  scliools  have  become  the  most 
popular  amusement  of  the  young,  and  finally  the  old 
men  who  stood  up  manfully  for  the  old  way  have  one 
by  one  ceased  their  earthly  songs.  The  change  was 
fmally  made  without  o})position,  when,  on  the  12th  ol 
April,  1773,  the  Eccle^iastical  Society  "Voted  thai 
the  people  who  have  learned  the  rule  of  singing  have 
liberty  to  sit  near  together  in  the  same  position  a^ 
they  sat  this  day  at  tlieir  singing  meeting,  and  tliat 
they  Ikuc  Hberty  to  assist  in  carrying  on  that  })a!-t  c^i 
divine  worshij)." 
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Of  course  a  radical  chanore  of  method  did  not  at 
once  go  smoothly,  and  the  next  year  a  committee  had 
to  be  appointed  "to  compromise  the  difference  among 
the  singers;  "  but  differences  among  singers  have  been 
known  since  that  time.  The  change  was  made  by 
other  towns  of  the  state  about  the  same  time.  In  one 
of  the  churches  of  Windsor,  in  1771  ;  in  Farmington 
iind  Simsbury  in  1773:  in  Norfolk  and  Columbia  in 
1774:  and  in  Harvvinton  in  1776.  The  change  was 
not  always  made  so  easily  as  with  us.  In  some 
churches  the  deacons  persisted  in  lining  out  the  psalm  ; 
but  the  new  singers  having  once  got  well  under  way 
with  the  first  line,  kept  straight  on  with  the  rest  of  the 
psalm,  carrying  everything  before  them  like  a  whirl- 
wind and  leaving  the  deacon  in  hopeless  despair.  But 
not  always.  We  read  of  one  deacon  who  sat  down  in 
grim  silence,  biding  his  time,  and  when  the  young- 
people  had  finislied  their  musical  antics,  arose,  and  with 
trumpet  tones  which  rang  through  the  house,  an- 
nounced "  Now  let  the  people  of  the  Lord  sing."  And 
they  did  it,  though  for  the  last  time,  in  the  good  old 
way.  The  historian  of  Worcester,  Mass.,  tells  us  that 
in  1779,  after  the  town  had  voted  to  adopt  the  new 
way  of  singing,  "after  the  hymn  had  been  read  by  the 
niiiuster,  the  aged  and  venerable  Deacon  Chamberlain, 
unwilling  to  de^ert  the  custom  of  his  fathers,  arose  and 
!'-'ad  the  first  line  accoixling  to  his  usual  practice, 
i  lie  singers,  prepared  to  carry  the  alteraticMi  into  etlect, 
proceeded  without  pausiiig  at  its  conclusion.  The 
v^  hitr-haired  officer  of  the  church,  with  the  full  power  of 
l>i>  voice,  read  on  until  the  louder  notes  oi  the  collected 


body  overpowered  him,  and  the  deacon,  deeply  mortified, 
.  .  .  seized  his  hat  and  retired  from  the  meeting-house 
in  tears."  Nearer  to  us,  in  1773,  the  History  of  Sims- 
bury  tells  of  the  employment  of  a  teacher  of  music  who, 
after  practicing  some  time,  appeared  with  his  scholar> 
in  church  on  a  Sunday,  and  the  minister  having  an- 
nounced the  psalm,  the  choir,  under  their  instructors 
lead,  started  off  with  a  tune  much  more  lively  than  the 
congregation  had  been  accustomed  to  hear.  Upon 
which  one  of  the  Deacons,  Brewster  Higley,  took  his 
hat  and  left  the  house,  exclaiming    Popery,  Popery!" 

And  now  that  more  elaborate  music  began^to  be 
sung,  instruments  were  allowed  to  guide  the  voices. 
First  the  pitch  pipe,  and  then  that  horror  of  the  older 
Puritans,  the  2:reat  viol,  followed  bv  the  little  viol,  the 
flute,  the  bassoon,  the  hautboy,  the  clarionette,  and  if 
there  were  any  other  instruments  known  among  them, 
all  were  introduced  to  praise  the  Lord  and  triumph 
over  their  elders. 

And  now,  breaking  loose  from  all  restraint, 
whether  religious  or  esthetic,  with  their  taste  founded 
on  the  patriotic  songs  that  helped  to  usher  in  the  War 
of  the  Revolution,  the  vouno-  nien  sane:  with  wild  en- 
thusiasm  the  noisy  fugue  tunes  of  the  day.  William 
Billings  was  the  pioneer  of  this  style  of  music.  Borr. 
in  Boston,  l)lind  of  one  evv",  and  otherwise  deformed  ii'^ 
})erson,  taking  snutT  by  the  handful  from  iiis  open 
pocket,  he  pursued  the  trade  of  a  tanner,  and  as  he 
tended  the  mill  for  grinding  bark,  wrote  out  his  intri- 
cate fugues  on  the  wall  with  chalk,  and'  sung  theni 
with  a  voice  of  tluind(;r  .such  as  1ki>  been  .seld«un  Ix' 


stowed  on  man.  His  first  book  "  The  New  England 
Psalm  Singer,"  was  published  in  1770,  the  title  page 
licing  enlivened  by  a  doggerel  of  his  own  composition, 

"  O,  praise  the  Lord  with  one  consent, 
And  in  this  grand  design, 
Let  Britain  and  the  Colonies 
Unanimously  join." 

Somewhat  later  he  kept  a  music  store,  his  sign 
]irojecting  out  overtime  sidewalk  painted  BILLINGS' 
MUSIC  in  big  letters  on  both  sides.  He  was  much 
annoyed  by  the  ungodly  youth  of  Boston,  who  amused 
tliemselves  by  tying  cats  together  by  their  hind  legs 
and  hanging  them  on  his  sign.  Their  unearthly 
-creams  in  connection  with  the  words  BILLINGS' 
MUSIC,  expressing  the  popular  opinion  of  his  per- 
formances. Samuel  Adams,  the  Father  of  the  Rev- 
olution," while  he  relied  on  such  men  as  John  Han- 
cock to  influence  the  wealthier  and  more  cultured 
classes  of  Boston,  made  good  use  of  Billings  and  his 
Hiusic  in  stirring  up  the  masses  against  the  British 
rule.    To  the  tune  Chester,  Billino-s  set  the  words, — 

"  Let  tyrants  shake  their  iron  rod. 
And  shivery  clank  her  galling  chains  :  "  ' 

The  137th  Psalm  "  l^y  the  rivers  of  Babylon,  there 
^vc  sat  down,  yea,  we  wc[)t,  when  we  remembered  Zion," 
I'f  i)ara])hrased  as  "  By  the  rivers  of  Watertown  we  sat 
'^own  and  we[)t,  when  we  remember  thee,  O  Boston." 
•    .    .    "  If  I  forget  thee,  O  Boston "  .... 

"  I'hen  let  my  tongue  forget  to  move, 
And  ever  be  confnied. 
Let  hoi  rid  j.irgon  s[)lit  the  air, 
And  rive  my  ncr\es  asunder: 
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Let  hateful  discord  grate  my  ear, 
As  terrible  as  thunder." 

A  wish  which  his  own  music  amply  fulfilled. 

Billings'  own  description  of  his  music  is  as 
follows : 

"  It  has  more  than  twenty  times  the  power  of  the  old  slow 
tunes  ;  each  part  straining  for  mastery  and  victory,  the  audience 
entertained  and  delighted,  their  minds  surpassingly  agitated  and 
extremely  fluctuated,  sometimes  declaring  for  one  part,  and  some- 
times another.  Now  the  solemn  bass  demands  their  attention, — 
next,  the  manly  tenor;  now,  the  lofty  counter, —  now,  the  volatile 
treble.  Now  here, —  now  there, —  now  here  again.  O,  ecstatic  ! 
Rush  on,  ye  sons  of  harmony  !  " 

Time  will  fail  to  describe  more  at  leng^th  this 
noisy  music,  with  the  best  specimens  of  which  you 
are  already  familiar,  or  how  by  slow  degrees  a  better 
style  took  its  place. 

Let  us  not,  however,  leave  the  subject  without 
some  slight  attempt  to  understand  the  position  of  the 
worthy  men  of  old  who  clung  so  tenaciously  to  the 
barbarous  methods  of  their  day,  during  their  long  war 
with  the  so-called  "  re2:ular  sin'^incr  "  of  their  children. 
They  sung  in  their  rude  w^ay  as  their  fathers  and 
thc-ir  fathers'  fathers  had  before  them.  Their  tliree 
or  four  tunes  had  become  so  sacred  to  theni  that  we 
artj  told  "  the  people  put  off  their  hats,  as  they  would 
in  prayer  when  they  heard  one  sung,  thougli  not  a 
word  was  uttered."  Son^.c  believed  the  ttnies  inspired 
equally  with  the  Psalms  themselves,  and  that  they  had 
Ix-en  taught  by  the  very  voice  of  Jehovah  S[)eaking 
face  to  face  witli  man  as  with  Moses  oa  Sinai. 


They  held  singing  to  be  an  act  of  devotion  com- 
manded by  Him  to  whose  ear  their  rude  melodies  and 
the  more  delicate  tones  of  their  children  were  alike  as 
vanity  except  as  they  helped  to  bear  upward  the  con- 
trite soul  of  the  worshiper.  And  now  to  sit  in 
silence,  debarred  the  right  to  worship  as  they  believed 
the  .Word  of  the  Lord  commanded,  while  their  children 
in  no  devotional  mood  performed  their  pretty  tunes, 
was  indeed  hard  to  bear. 

Like  the  patriarchal  Cotter  of  Burns, 

"  They  chant  their  artless  notes  in  simple  guise; 

They  tune  their  hearts,  by  far  the  noblest  aim; 
Perhaps  Dundee's  wild  warbling  measures  rise, 

Or  plaintive  Martyrs,  worthy  of  the  name  : 
Or  noble  Elgin  beets  the  heav'nward  flame, 

The  sweetest  far  of  Scotia's  holy  lays  : 
Compar'd  with  these,  Italian  thrills  are  tame  ; 

The  tickl'd  ears  no  heart  felt  raptures  raise  ; 

Nae  unison  hae  they  with  our  Creator's  praise." 

So  sang  our  fathers  in  the  sanctuary,  generation 
after  generation,  until  one  by  one  they  lay  down  to 
rest  in  the  old  burying-ground  with  an  unfaltering 
trust  that  sometime,  at  the  mighty  blast  of  the  arch- 
angel's trumpet,  they  should  arise  and  stand  in  their 
tlesh  before  God,  singing  with  a  now  united  voice,  the 
glorious  song  of  the  redeemed. 


SCHOOLS  AND  SCHOOLMASTERS  IX  FARMIXG- 


TON  IN  THE  OLDEN  TIME.* 


Ladles  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Cofineeticut  Historical  Society  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  read  for  your  entertainment  this  evening, 
an  account  of  the  Schools  and  Schoolmasters  of  Farmington  in 
the  Olden  Time,  trusting  that  it  may  not  be  wholly  devoid  of 
interest  to  those  of  other  ancestry  and  other  environments. 

Our  knowledge  of  the  life  of  this  community  for  the  first  forty 
years  is  most  meager,  and  it  may  interest  the  members  of  this 
Society  who  have  occasion  to  consult  ancient  records,  to  consider 
once  for  all  why  this  is  so. 

The  first  volume  of  our  town  meeting  records  has  disappeared. 
Tradition  says  the  early  records  were  all  burned.  The  Rev. 
William  S.  Porter,  a  very  learned  local  antiquary,  accepts  the  tra- 
dition, while  the  historian  of  the  descendants  of  Stephen  Hart 
draws  a  lurid  picture  of  Indians  dancing  at  midnight  around  a 
burning  house,  and  watching  with  fiendish  glee  the  cremation  of 
a  whole  family.  The  town  records,  he  says,  were  burned  with 
the  house.  Let  us  examine  a  moment  the  foundations  of  this  oft 
repeated  story. 

The  house  of  Sergeant  John  Hart,  son  of  Deacon  Stephen,  the 
iimnigrant,  stood  on  the  west  side  of  the  main  street,  nearly  0]-)po- 
site  the  meeting-house,  and  was  burned  on  the  night  of  Saturdav, 
December  15,  1666.  The  Row  Samuel  Danforih,  pastor  of  the 
J'ir>t  Church  in  Roxbury,  kept  a  diar\',  and  under  date  of  Febru- 
•^ry  II,  1666  (O,  8.).  entered  "Tidings  came  to  vs  from  Connecti- 
cut, how  tliat  on  ye  15th  of  10  m  66,  Sergeant  Heart  ye  son  of 
Deacon  Heart  and  his  wife  (Sj  six  children,  were  all  burnt  in  their 
House  at  Farmington,  no  man  knowing  iiow  the  lire  was  kindled, 
su-ithcr  did  any  of  ye  neighbors  see  ye  lire  till  it  was  past  rem-'dy. 
1  lie  cliurch  there  had  kept  a  Fast  at  tliis  mans  house  2  dayes 


*  A  j)ni)er  rcicl  before  tlie  Connecticut  Hisloiical  Society,  J.-xii.  5,  iSyj,  l)y  Julius  Gay. 
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before.  One  of  his  sons  being  at  a  farm,  escaped  this  burning." 
The  Rev.  Sinnon  Bradstreet  of  New  London  also  kept  a  journal, 
and  under  date  of  December,  1666,  entered,  "  There  was  a  house 
burnt  at  Farmington  in  Connecticot  jurisdiction.  The  man,  his 
wife  (who  was  with  child)  and  six  children  were  burnt  in  it.  The 
Lord  is  to  bee  feared  because  of  his  judgments.    129  Psal.  120." 

John  Winthrop,  Governor  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  writes 
to  Col.  Richard  Nicolls,  the  Royal  Governor  at  New  York,  under 
date  of  December  24,  1666,  and  the  paper  states  that  "a  narra- 
tive of  the  sad  accident  of  ye  fire  at  Serg.  Sol.  Harts  at  Farming- 
ton  was  also  inclosed."  ' 

The  Indians  had,  therefore,  nothing  to  do  with  the  fire.  !^Iesa- 
pano.  Cherry,  and  the  rest  of  ihem,  had  indulged  in  that  amuse- 
ment once  too  much  some  nine  years  before,  and  the  Colonial 
Records  show  ample  reason  why  they  were  not  likely  to  repeat 
their  indiscretion.  We  shall  soon  see  how  such  accidents  hap- 
pened without  any  help  from  savage  malice.  There  is  no  reason 
to  suppose  that  any  records  were  ever  burned.  None  seem  to  be 
missing  but  the  most  interesting  volume  of  them  all,  the  minutes 
of  town  meetings  for  the  first  forty  years,  and  the  history  of  that 
book  is  brieriy  this.  At  a  meeting  held  December  27,  1682.  the 
town  voted  that  "  the  Ould  Touen  Book  should  bee  keept  by  the 
Touensmen  annually  as  they  are  chosen  iJ^:  thoes  persons  yt  will 
have  any  act  or  grant  yt  is  therein,  transcribed  into  ye  New  book, 
it  shall  bee  don  att  their  oun  proper  charg  and  cost."  In  1709, 
a  notch  in  the  top  of  the  leaf  is  reported  and  the  exact  size  is 
given.  .  In  1 7 14  the  clerk  reports  a  still  larger  "gap  torn  out  at 
ye  top  of  ye  leafe."  Some  thirty-three  extracts  were  made  from 
the  old  book,  and  from  the  dates,  we  learn  that  the  old  book  was 
in  existence  eighteen  years  before  the  fire,  and  fifty-tuo  years 
after  the  fire,  and  siniply  fell  in  pieces,  and  no  one  cared  enougli 
for  it  to  rebind  or  save  it.  Thus  much  in  explanation  of  our  want 
of  information  about  the  earliest  schools  of  the  town. 

'l"he  Puritan  l-'atiicrs  of  New  England  fuunded  the  church  and 
the  school  simultaneously.  They  were  tlieir  two  strong  defenses 
in  the  ett^rnal  warfare  in  which  they  were  engaged,  a  strife  not 
simply  with  savage  beasts  and  savage  men,  but  with  the  powers  of 
darkness  who  seemed  to  them  to  ha\  e  made  the  gloomy  forests  of 
New  England  especially  their  ho!\ie.  '!  hey  did  uol  found  the  school 
so  muc  h  froJU  their  hjveof  learning,  tlioiigh  tiieie  were  ripe  nntl  rare 
scholars  among  tliem,  but  from  the  reliL;ious  m(,)iive:b  \  eiy  cleat  1\' 


set  forth  in  their  code  of  1650.  "It  being,"  so  runs  the  code, 
"one  chiefe  project  of  that  old  deUider  Sathan  to  keepe  men 
from  the  knowledge  of  the  Scriptures,  as  in  former-  times  keep- 
ing them  in  an  vnknowne  tongue,  so  in  these  latter  times  by  per- 
swading  them  from  the  vse  of  Tongues,  so  that  at  least  the  true 
sence  and  meaning  of  the  originall  might  bee  clouded  with  false 
iilosses  of  saint-seemincr  deceiuers :  and,  that  Learninc::;  mav  not 
bee  buried  in  the  Grave  of  o""  Forefathers,  in  Church  and  Common- 
wealth, the  Lord  assisting  our  endeauors.  It  is  therefore  ordered 
by  this  Courte  and  Authority  thereof,  that  euery  Townshipp 
within  this  Jurissdiction,  after  the  Lord  hath  increased  them  to 
the  number  of  fifty  householders,  shall  then  forthwith  appoint  one 
within  theire  Towne  to  teach  all  such  children  as  shall  resorte  to 
him,  to  write  and  read." 

For  the  first  sixty  years  of  its  existence  as  a  town,  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Farmington  met  annually  in  town  meeting  to  transact  all 
public  business,  whether  pertaining  to  the  town,  the  church,  or 
liie  school.  About  the  year  16S6,  Richard  Seymour  and  others 
began  a  settlement  near  the  present  north  line  of  the  town  of 
Berlin  on  the  road  known  as  Christian  Lane.  The  settlement 
prospered,  and  in  1705  the  General  Assembly  made  it  into  a  dis- 
tinct society  called  the  Great  Swamp  Society,  the  remaining  part 
of  the  town  being  from  this  time  on  known  as  the  First  Society  of 
Farmington.  For  ninety  years  thereafter  the  inhabitants  met  in 
society  meetings  in  di\  ers  places  to  vote  upon  matters  relating  to 
churches  and  schools,  and  in  town  meetings  at  the  center  for  all 
otiier  public  matters.  At  the  ALay  session  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  1795  certain  moneys  were  granted  to  towns  and  societies, 
and  the  societies  which  received  them  began  to  be  called  by  the 
Assembly,  School  Societies.  On  the  29th  of  October  of  that 
year  the  First  School  Society  of  Farmington  was  organized,  and 
thenceforth  for  sixty  years  the  dix'ision  of  the  public  business  was 
a  triple  one.  I'he  Fcclesia^^tical  Societv  pro\-ided  for  the  church, 
llie  School  Society  for  schools  and  cemeteries,  and  tlie  town  for 
•t;t  '/liicr  matters.  In  1856  tlie  legislature  abolished  scho.>l  socie- 
tu.-s.  and  ever  since  the  ICcclesiastical  Societx-  has  been  confmed  to 
i\u'  care  of  matters  religious,  and  the  town  t(^  matters  secular. 

I'y  the  code  of  1650  reatling  and  writing  were  to  be  taught  in 
'iii  |)ul;lic  schools,  and,  whenever  anv  town  itu  reased  to  (he 
number  o(  one  lunidn-d  families,  it  was  required  to  set  \\p  a 
'•'ammar  school,  ih.U  is,  a  school  in  which  the  Latin  and  (Iieek 


languages  were  taught.  That  a  somewhat  high  standard  was 
aimed  at  in  this  town  will  appear  from  the  qualifications  required 
of  the  masters.  The  hrst  master  of  whom  we  have  any  knowl- 
edge was  a  minister.  In  16S5  the  town  voted  to  procure  "a  man 
that  is  so  accomplished  as  to  teach  children  to  read  and  write 
and  teach  the  grammar  and  also  to  step  into  the  pulpit  to  be  help- 
ful there  in  time  of  exigency." 

In  1693  they  desired  "  a  man  that  is  in  a  capacity  to  teach  both 
Latin  and  English,  and,  in  time  of  exigency,  to  be  helpful  to  Mr. 
Hooker  in  the  ministry."  A  similar  vote  was  passed  the  next 
year.  All  this  learned  instruction  was  to  be  given  in  the  wdnter 
schools  which  the  older  boys  attended.  The  proper  education  in 
this  town  for  females  was  settled  by  a  judicial  decision  in  1656. 
The  previous  year  Thomas  Thomson  of  Farmington,  the  first  of 
that  numerous  family,  died  and  left  in  his  will  directions  for  the 
education  of  his  children.  The  court  in  Hartford,  "finding  many 
terms  or  expressions  therein  dark  and  intricate,"  decided  that 
the  sons  shall  have  learning  to  write  plainly  and  read  distinctly 
in  the  Bible,  and  the  daughters  to  read  and  sew  sufficiently  for 
the  making  of  their  ordinary  linen."  The  same  court  in  1655,  on 
the  death  of  Thomas  Gridley  of  Hartford,  ordered  the  adminis- 
trator to  "  well  educate  ye  children,  learning  ye  sonnes  to  read 
and  write  and  ye  daughters  to  read  and  sew  well." 

Writing  was  an  accomplishment  not  considered  necessary  for 
females.  To  the  girls  and  smaller  children,  a  female  teacher 
gave  instruction  in  the  sunmier  months.  In  1747  the  society 
"granted  to  ye  Scoll  dame  yt  kept  scool  of  the  Inhabitants  att 
Sider  brook  ye  same  Sallery  pr  week  as  they  gave  ye  dames  in 
the  Town  plat." 

The  Dames'  School  was  an  institution  with  which  the  first  set- 
tiers  had  been  familiar  in  the  land  of  their  childhood.  Shenstone, 
born  in  17 14,  thus  describes  good  ]\[istress  Sarah  Lloyd,  his 
early  teacher,  in  the  poem  of  "The  Schoolmistress:" 

"In  every  village  inark'd  witii  little  spiio, 

Embowered  in  trees,  ami  liari.n\-  knoun  to  fame, 

There  dwells,  in  lowly  shed  and  mean  attire, 
A  matron  old,  whom  we  schoolmistress  name, 
Who  boasts  unruly  brats  w  ith  birch  to  tame. 

The  noises  intermixcti,  which  thence  re-^ound, 

Do  learning's  little  tenement  betray; 
Where  sits  the  dame,  diNguist  d  in  look  |Moiound. 
And  eyes  her  fairy  throng,  and  turns  hei  wheel  around." 
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I  am  not  aware  that  the  spinning  wheel  forms  a  part  of  the 
philosophical  apparatus  of  the  modern  school,  nor  would  the 
youthful  schoolmistress  of  the  present  day  find  much  in  common 
with  the  dame  of  two  centuries  ago,  either  in  appearance  or  man- 
ner or  attire. 

"  Her  cap,  far  whiter  than  the  driven  snow, 

Emblem  right  meet,  of  decency  does  yield  ; 
Her  apron,  dyed  in  grain,  as  blue,  I  trowe, 

As  is  theiiare-bell  that  adorns  the  field  ; 

And  in  her  hand,  for  scepter,  she  does  wield 
Tway  birchen  sprays,  with  anxious  fears  entwined, 

With  steadfast  hate  and  sharp  affliction  joined, 
And  fury  uncontrolled,  and  chastisement  vmkind." 

Possibly,  good  Mistress  Lloyd  might  have  had  something  on 
the  other  hand  to  say  about  the  boy  Shenstone.  In  more  loving 
terms  does  Henry  Kirke  White  paint  the  village  matron  of  his 
youth,  good  Mistress  Garrington. 

"  Gentle  of  heart,  yet  knowing  well  to  rule. 

vStaid  was  the  datne,  and  modest  was  the  mien, 

Her  garb  was  coarse, yet  whole  and  nicely  clean  ; 

Her  neatly  border'd  cap,  as  lily  fair. 

Beneath  her  chin  was  pinn'd  with  decent  care  ; 

And  pendant  rufrlcs  of  the  whitest  lawn, 

Of  ancient  make  her  elbows  did  adorn. 

Faint  with  age,  and  dim  were  grown  her  eyes  ; 

A  pair  of  spectacles  their  want  supplies." 

Let  US  not  regret  that  "  Old  times  are  changed,  old  manners 
gone."  But  what  shall  we  say  of  the  discipline  of  the  winter 
school  with  its  big  boys  and  strong-armed  master?  The  Puritan 
took  tlie  Bible,  Old  Testament  as  well  as  New,  for  his  infallible 
.L^uiile,  and  when  he  read  "  He  that  spareth  his  rod  hateth  his 
"^■'11."  he  did  not  presume  to  be  wiser  than  Solomon.  It  was  the 
I".ngli>hman's  belief  that  the  learned  languages  could  only  be 
t.iught  by  a  constant  apj^lication  of  the  rod.  Bennet  Langton  is 
lid  t«)  ha\e  once  coin[)limente(l  Dr.  Johnson  on  his  skill  in 
^•■itin.  "  Sir,"'  said  the  great  UKjralist,  "  My  master  whipt  me 
\cry  well.  Without  that  I  should  ha\e  done  nothing."  It  was  a 
<  '>nHnon  notion  of  the  older  boys  in  New  1-aigland  schools,  down 
^"  <iuite  a  recent  time,  that  a  master  who  had  nol  the  plnsical 
•''>;hly  t(j  give  them  a  sountl  thrashing  could  teach  thei-n  nothing. 
^I  niy  years  ago  a  gentleman,  then  in'ominent  in  the  public  atfairs 
"t  the  town,  toKl  me  the  custom  in  the  district  school  of  iiis  bov- 


iiood.  Winter  after  winter  the  boys  had  turned  the  master 
out  of  doors,  until  the  school  had  become  a  total  failure.  The 
committee  were  at  their  wits'  end.  Finally,  they  heard  of  a  young 
man  in  a  distant  town  who  thought  he  could  teach  tlie  school.  The 
committee  thought  otherwise,  but,  as  no  one  else  would  under- 
take it,  they  engaged  him.  The  very  first  day  showed  the  boys 
that  a  new  manner  of  man  had  come  among  them,  and  they  went 
home  battered  and  bruised  and  howling  to  their  parents  for 
vengeance.  Their  fathers  were  terribly  enraged,  and  vowed  that 
the  very  next  morning  the}-  would  show  that  master  that  he 
could  not  treat  their  boys  in  that  sort  of  way.  When  the  scliool 
bell  jingled  the  next  morning,  every  boy  was  in  his  place  and 
everything  went  on  in  perfect  order.  An  unusual  stillness  per- 
vaded the  room,  but  it  was  a  deathlike  stillness  that  boded  no 
good  to  the  master.  A  fire  of  oak  logs  was  blazing  in  the  fire- 
place, and  the  master  now  and  then  stirred  it  up  with  the  big- 
iron  shovel,  which  somehow  he  neglected  to  remove  from  the 
logs,  and  left  it  there  with  its  long  iron  handle  sticking  out 
within  easy  reach  of  his  desk.  It  was  none  to  soon,  for  in  a  few 
minutes  half  a  dozen  burly  men  tramped  into  the  room  without 
any  useless  ceremony  of  knocking,  and  having  briefly  stated 
their  business,  made  a  rush  for  the  schoolmaster.  Drawing  the 
huge  iron  shovel,  blazing  red-hot  from  the  fire,  he  brought  it 
down  on  their  luckless  pates  with  all  the  power  of  his  strong 
arm.  If  the  cherubim,  who  guarded  the  gate  of  Eden,  widi 
their  flaming  swords  turning  every  way,  had  appeared  among  them, 
they  could  not  have  been  more  overwhelmed  with  astonishment. 
The  action  was  short  and  decisive.  In  a  few  moments  all  that 
remained  of  the  intruders  was  a  very  bad  smell  of  burnt  woolen 
and  singed  hair.  The  school  that  winter  was  a  great  success. 
Never  had  the  boys  made  such  progress  in  the  three  Rs," 
but  when  the  committee  endeavored  to  secure  the  master's 
services  for  the  next  winter,  he  decliiied.  He  luul  pro\ed  his 
abihty  to  teach  scliot;!,  and  wandered  awa\-  to  fresh  lieUls  of 
usefulness. 

The  first  schix^lhouse  in  l"'artningt(Mi  of  which  we  have  any 
mention  was  ordered  in  i6S8,  when  tlie  town  voted  "that  they 
would  have  a  tov>n  house  to  kee[)  schot)l  in,  built  this  yc;ir.  oi 
eighteen-foot  scpiare,  besides  the  eirunney  spare,  with  a  suitable 
height  for  that  ser\ ice,  which  holl^e  i.s  to  be  luiiii  by  the  town's 
charge."     'Ihe  clause  relating  to  the  chinnie)    is  signilu  ant. 


Chimneys  were  at  first  built  on  the  outside  of  the  houses.  They 
were  not  built  of  bricks,  for  there  were  no  bricks  in  the  country 
except  those  brought  by  the  Dutchmen  from  Holland.  They 
were  not  built  of  stone,  because  they  had  no  lime  for  mortar 
but  the  little  they  could  obtain  from  the  burning  of  oyster  shells. 
So  they  built  their  chimneys  of  wood,  laid  up  log-house  fashion, 
and  lined  with  clay.  Of  course  the  clay  was  continually  coming 
otT,  and  the  houses  taking  fire.  The  town,  therefore,  every  year 
elected,  along  with  its  other  officers,  a  set  of  men  called  chimney 
\ie\vers,  whose  business  it  was  to  inspect  these  chimneys  once  in 
six  weeks  in  winter,  and  once  a  quarter  in  summer,  and  who  were 
to  be  fined  ten  shillings  for  any  neglect  of  duty.  This  old  plan 
of  paying  no  salaries,  but  of  imposing  lines  for  every  neglect  of 
duty,  did  not  tend  to  make  offices  the  spoils  of  political  victory. 
The  vote  to  build  this  year  was  not  carried  out.  Two  years 
after  they  added  to  their  committee  for  this  purpose.  The 
fourth  and  fifth  years  find  them  voting  about  finishing  the  house. 
U'e  do  not  know  where  it  stood,  but  probably  near  the  church  on  the 
land  reserved  for  public  uses.  This  house,  which  was  five  years  in 
building,  continued  in  use  but  twenty-five  years,  when  the  town 
voted  that  they  would  not  build  a  new  schoolhouse  but  repair 
the  old  one,  and  then,  before  the  meeting  adjourned,  voted  not 
to  repair.  The  next  year,  in  17 17,  the  Ecclesiastical  Society 
took  the  matter  in  hand  and  voted  "  to  erect  a  new  school- 
house  with  all  convenient  speed,''  and  this  time,  that  there 
should  forever  be  no  doubt  as  to  its  site,  they  voted  that  it  should 
be  "on  ye  meeting  house  green  and  near  where  the  old  chestnut 
tree  stood."  This  house  was  in  use  until  ]May,  1756,  when  the 
society  voted  to  sell  the  schoolhouse  in  the  meeting-house  yard 
to  the  highest  bidder.  Five  months  before  the}'  had  voted  to 
build  two  houses  sixteen  feet  square,  or  as  much  larger  as  the 
committee  should  judge  needful,  one  at  the  North  end  of  the 
^town  and  one  at  the  S(Hith  end.  I'Vom  this  time  on  school- 
liou^es  rai)i(lly  mul tii)lied.  A  division  of  the  town  into  twelve 
s^^hool  districts  was  adopted  June  it),  ly;;^,  and  the  inhabitants 
^^crc  empowered  "to  erect  scho.'lhouses  in  their  resj^ective 
districts  where  and  when  tlie\-  please."  (lov.  Tread  well  repoits 
•ibout  ll)e  \ear  iSo«;  that  "  each  of  those  (Hstricts  is  acconuuo 
•  ialed  with  a  schoolhouse  coiuenient  .ind  in  good  rep.dr, 
< Acepting  the  Middle  and  Xoilli  seliooiliouses,  wliieh  iiie  too 
•'.nail  lor  tijc  nund)ei"  of  scholais.     W  hat  the  interior  airange- 
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ment  of  the  Middle  District  schoolhouse  was  which  seemed  a 
model  of  convenience  to  the  Governor,  has  been  described  to  me 
by  one  who  remembers  it  as  long  ago  as  1820.  The  arrange- 
ment was  the  one  that  I  remember  at  a  much  later  period  in  the 
Waterville  district.  Around  the  wall  on  all  sides  ran  a  wide 
board  nailed  up  at  a  convenient  angle.  In  front,  for  a  seat, 
w^as  a  rough  slab,  sawed  side  upward,  supported  on  legs  dri\  en 
into  augur  holes  .and  often  projecting  above  them  to  the  no 
small  discomfort  of  the  occupants.  The  whole  arrangement' was 
exceedingly  simple.  Was  a  class  called  on  to  recite, —  there  was 
no  complex  marching  out  to  music,  but  each  child,  swinging  his 
feet  over  the  seat,  dropped  them  down  on  the  other  side,  and  the 
class  at  once  sat  facing  the  teacher  ready  for  recitation.  Recita- 
tion over,  they  swung  their  feet  back  again  and  studies  went  on  as 
before. 

In  regard  to  the  support  of  the  public  schools  of  the  town,  it 
would  be  interesting  to  trace  the  gradual  change  in  the  lav/  from 
year  to  year,  but  time  will  not  suffice.  Those  who  desire  this 
knowledge  will  find  it  most  fully  set  down  in  the  report  of  the 
Hon.  Henry  Barnard  to  the  legislature  of  1853.  In  the  year 
1685  it  was  voted  to  establish  "a  free  school  in  this  town  "  with 
the  limitation  only,  that  if  ihe  appropriation  proved  insufficient 
the  balance  should  be  made  up  by  the  inhabitants  whose  tax- 
list  amounted  to  one  hundred  pounds.  To  all  others  the  school 
was  to  be  absolutely  free.  The  plan  was,  however,  soon  given 
up,  and  the  former  plan  was  renewed,  of  voting  about  ten  pounds 
a  year,  and  leaving  the  parents  of  the  scholars  to  make  up  the 
rest.  Each  family  was  also  to  provide  a  load  of  wood  in  the 
winter.  This  plan,  with  little  variation  (the  provision  about  wood 
only  excepted),  continued  until  the  State,  in  1S6S,  made  all  the 
public  schools  free.  I  well  remember,  while  committee  of  the 
North  l')istrict.  making  out  year  after  year  tlie  rate-bills  untler 
wiiich  the  parents,  usually  the  poorer  ones,  paid  a  large  part  of 
^ha  scho(;l  expenses.  'I'liis  may  have  done  some  little  good  in 
making  them  value  what  cost  them  heavily,  but  on  the  whole,  the 
plan  was  oppressive  and  unwise.  As  time  went  on  and  our 
ancestors,  by  patient  toil  and  frugal  habits,  earned  for  them- 
selves a  more  generous  life,  their  first  thought  was  to  build  up 
certain  funds  which  would,  they  fondly  thought,  gi\e  tiieir 
descendants  a  free  school  lor  all  lime.  These  fumls  were  I'wc  in 
number.    In  the  years  1737  and  1738  the  lantl  forming  the  town- 


ships  Canaan,  Cornwall,  Goshen,  Kent,  Norfolk,  Salisbury,  and 
Sharon  were  sold  by  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  and  the  money 
distributed  among  the  towns  of  the  colony  in  proportion  to  their 
tax-lists  of  the  year  1733,  the  interest  to  be  used  for  the  support 
of  their  respective  schools  forever.  Treasurers  of  this  school  fund 
were  appointed  in  Farmington  as  early  as  1741.  To  this  fund 
in  1766  was  added  any  sums  still  due  the  colony  under  the 
excise  Act  of  175S  on  tea  and  other  merchandise  which  the 
towns  could  collect. 

The  next  fund  for  schools  was  acquired  on  this  wise.  More 
tlian  one  hundred  years  before,  in  1672,  the  town  voted  that  a 
rectangular  piece  of  land  extending  three  miles  north  of  Round 
Hill,  two  miles  east  of  the  meeting-house,  three  miles  south  of  tlie 
house  of  Joseph  Hecock  and  two  miles  west  of  Round  Hill,  should 
be  reserved.  All  other  land  of  the  town  should  be  divided  among 
the  eighty-four  tax-payers  of  that  year,  in  proportion,  or  nearly  so, 
to  the  amount  of  their  tax-list.  This  land  was  divided  at  different 
times  between  1721  and  1764  into  thirteen  grand  divisions,  and 
these,  for  the  most  part,  into  tiers  of  lots  one-fourth  of  a  mile 
wide,  separated  by  four-rod  highways  with  much  wider  ones  oc- 
casionally thrown  in.  These  highways  were  for  the  most  part 
located  where  no  roads  were  needed  or  over  precipices  or  through 
swamps  where  none  could  be  made.  The  attempt  to  use  one  of 
them  in  the  Pine  Woods  resulted  in  its  being  known  e\er 
since  as  Folly  Road.  So,  on  the  27th  of  December,  1S74.  the 
town  voted  to  sell  such  highways,  the  avails  to  be  a  perpetual 
fund  for  the  support  of  schools.  To  avoid  any  possible  illegality, 
tile  General  Assembly  passed  an  Act  on  the  i8th  day  of  May. 
17S6,  validaiing  such  sales.  The  last  sale  was  made  October 
If),  1S19,  since  which  time  the  courts  have  held  any  further 
such  sales  illegal.  Next  came  the  famous  School  Fund  of  Con- 
necticut. The  colony  claimed  under  the  charier  of  1662  a  strip 
of  territory  of  the  width  of  the  proent  State,  beginning  at  the  west 
*"Hni(hiry  of  }'erins\l\ani:'.  and  extendiug  duo  west  to  the  South 
•"^'•a.  or  later  on  to  the  Mississi[)pi  Ri\er.  This  th.e  State  ceded, 
in  17S6,  t(.)  the  United  States,  reser\  ing  the  small  part  long  known 
^-^  the  Western  Reserve,  lying  east  of  the  west  bounds  of  Frie  and 
Huron  counties  in  Oliio.  From  the  sale  of  this  Western  Reserve 
'»r«'se  the  Connecticut  School  I'lm  I.  The  next  am!  la>t  fimd  was 
d-rived  from  tiie  sui"plus  re\  einie  in  the  treasury  of  the  I' nitcd 
■stales,  which,  by  an  Act  ol  L'ongress  pa.ssed  June  23,  iS3(),  was 
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distributed  among  the  several  States  in  proportion  to  their  repre- 
sentation in  that  body,  and  known  as  the  Town  Deposit  Fund. 
Gov.  Treadwell  made  an  elaborate  estimate  of  the-probable  in- 
come from  the  funds  existing  in  1799,  and  rejoiced  in  the  belief 
that  it  would  pay  the  school  expenses  of  Farmington,  and  leave 
annually  the  sum  of  $447.84  "  to  be  applied  to  the  support  of  the 
gospel  ministry."  On  the  4th  of  ]March,  1799,  therefore,  the 
School  Society  appointed  "  Flon.  Lt.  Governor  Treadwell, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  Jr.,  and  John  ivlix  Esquires"  to  petition  the  Gen- 
eral xXssembly,  in  May  of  that  year,  for  liberty  to  use  the  surplus 
income  of  the  funds  for  the  support  of  the  ministry.  Tlie  Gen- 
eral Assembly  granted  this  request,  but  when,  on  the  5th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1803,  the  Pxclesiastical  Society  applied  for  the  mone}-,  its 
request  was  flatly  refused.  The  next  year  there  was  a  com- 
promise in  which  the  Ecclesiastical  Society  was  allowed  the 
money  for  "  the  instruction  and  practice  of  psalmody  in  said 
society;  provided  nevertheless  that  all  dissenters  from  the  mode 
of  worship  practiced  in  said  society  shall  be  entitled  to  their 
rateable  proporticm  of  said  monies."  In  1805  and  1S06  the 
"Gospel  Ministry"  secured  the  money,  and  also  in  iSoS  when 
the  surplus  had  fallen  to  "about  137  dollars."  After  this  no 
farther  attempt  seems  to  have  been  made  to  divert  the  money 
from  strictly  educational  uses.  The  schools  were  becoming  more 
numerous  and  expensive.  The  parish  of  Xorthington  claimed  its 
share,  and  perhaps  the  distant. muttering  began  to  be  heard  of  the 
storm  which  was  soon  to  separate  church  and  state  forever. 

The  amount  of  the  I'own  School  Fund  in  1826  was  $9,090.41, 
and  in  1S81  it  was  $9,470.58,  at  which  latter  date  the  Town 
Deposit  Fund  amounted  to  $4,882.41. 

But  enough  of  funds  and  fmances.  Let  us  go  back  two  cen- 
turies to  the  old  log  schoolhouse  and  consider  what  our  forefathers 
studied  in  that  little  cabin.  The  same  meeting  that  ordered  it 
built  voted  t\\ent\-  pounds  for  tlie  instruction  of  the  "male 
Children  that  are  through  their  iiorning-book." 

'I'he  horning-book,  more  commonly  called  the  horn-book,  con- 
sisted of  a  board  about  as  big  as  one's  haiul  on  which  was 
fastened  a  pai)er  inscribed  witli  the  alphabet  and  usucdlv  below 
it  the  LortTs  Prayer.  Over  all  was  nailed  a  thin  sheet  of  trans- 
lucent horn  through  which  the  boy  could  see  the  char.icteis 
beneath  and  with  his  ditty  lingers  point  lUit  great  .V,  little  a,  and 


II 


so  on,  without  soiling  the  clean  white  paper  below.  Shenstone 
says  : 

'*  Lo !  now  with  state  she  utters  her  command  ; 
Eftsoons  the  urchins  to  their  tasks  repair, 
Their  books  of  stature  small  they  take  in  hand, 
Which  with  pellucid  horn  secured  are, 
To  save  from  finger  wet  the  letters  fair  :  " 

Cowper  describes  it  as  :  — 

"  Neatly  secured  from  being  soiled  or  torn 
Beneath  a  pane  of  thin  translucent  horn, 
A  book  (to  please  us  at  a  tender  age 
'Tis  called  a  book,  though  but  a  single  page). 
Presents  the  prayer  the  Saviour  deigned  to  teach, 
Which  children  use,  and  parsons, —  when  they  preach." 

The  next  book  in  course  was  a  very  small  one,  but  was  more 
universally  read  and  left  a  more  lasting  impression  on  the  New 
England  mind  than  any  other  book  v/hatever,  the  Bible  alone  ex- 
cepted. This  was  the  New  England  Primer.  I'rimers,  formerly 
called  prymers  or  primary  books,  are  among  the  oldest  writings 
in  our  language.  The  Vision  of  Piers  Plowman,  written  about 
1362,  enumerates  the  prymer  among  priestly  books.  The  Prioress, 
one  of  the  Canterbury  Pilgrims  wliom  Chaucer  sets  forth  from  the 
old  Tabard  Inn  about  1386,  tells  of  a  little  child  "  as  he  sate  in 
the  scole  at  his  primere." 

Henry  VIIl,  in  1545,  directs  that  "every  schoolmaster  and 
bringer-up  of  young  beginners  in  learning,  next  after  the  A.  B. 
C.  now  by  us  also  set  forth,  do  teach  this  primer  or  book  of  or- 
dinary prayers.'' 

These  little  books,  containing  first  the  doctrines  and  forms  of 
tlie  older  church,  then  the  modified  forms  of  the  F.stablished 
duirch  of  Henry  and  of  Elizabeth  became  by  slow  changes  the 
chief  exponent  uf  New  England  Cal\  inisn\. 

In  Deceml)er,  16.1.5.  court  holdcn  at  New  Haven.  Good- 

v.ife  Stolion  was  complained  of  for  seliing  "primers  at  c)i/  apiece 
'  v.ly'ch  cost  but  4^/ here  in  New  luiglaiul."  Nothing  is  certainly 
known  of  the  contents  of  these  early  primers.  Dr. 'I'rumbull  tells 
t>f  <jne  compiled  l)y  the  Apostle  Eliot  in  1669  for  the  use  of  tlie 
Indians  supposed  to  be  substantially  the  same,  the  contents  of 
which  lie  discovers  by  translating  from  Algonkin  liack  intvi  Eng- 
h^ll.  In  an  '*  .Almanack  Containing  an  .\<.(  ount  of  rhe  C(  (.-lestial 
Mc>tions,  Aspects,  Ovc.  l''or  tlu^  \e.ir  of  the  Chr,.^tian  Empire, 
It  is  ad\ertised  that  "'I'here  is  now  in  the  Pie>s,  and 


will  suddenly  be  extant,  a  Second  Impression  of  the  New  Eng- 
land Primer  enlarged,  to  which  is  added,  more  Directions  for 
Spelling ;  the  Prayer  of  K.  Edward  the  6th,  and  Verges  made  by 
Mr.  Rogers  the  Martyr,  left  as  a  Legacy  to  his  Children.  Sold 
by  Benjamin  Harris,  at  the  London  Coltee-House  in  Boston." 

The  earliest  edition  of  which  a  complete  copy  is  known  to  exist, 
is  that  of  1737.  The  first  leaf  is  adorned  with  a  wood-cut  of  the 
"  j\Ian  of  Sin,"  followed  by  one  of  King  George  the  Second. 
Then  come  "The  Great  Capital  Letters,"  "The  Small  Letters," 
the  Easie  Sylables  for  Children,"  ab,  eb,  ib,  etc.,  leading  rapidly 
up  to  A-bom-i-na-ti-on  and  other  words  of  six  sylables.  Then 
comes  the  Alphabet  adorned  with  cuts,  beginning  with  the  Alpha 
of  the  Puritan's  faith,  — 

"  In  Adam's  Fall 
We  sinned  all." 

with  its  representations  of  Adam,  Eve,  the  Apple,  and  the  Serpent 
coiled  around  the  tree  of  the  knowledge  of  good  and  evil.  The 
succeeding  illustrations  are  worth  a  moment's  consideration  as 
showing  the  gradual  change  of  Puritan  thought.  Their  early 
maxims  of  prudence  and  morality,  after  the  great  revivals  which 
followed  the  preaching  of  P^dwards  and  Bellamy,  for  a  while 
gave  place  to  solemn  precepts  of  religion,  and  these  were  in  turn 
modified  by  the  taste  of  later  times.  Against  the  letter  C  stood 
the  rliyme  :  — 

"  The  Cat  doth  play 
And  after  slay," 

with  a  picture  of  a  cat  standing  on  her  hind-legs  and  playing  on  a 
pipe. 

This  was  discarded  for  the  solemn  utterance  — 

"  Christ  crucifv'd 
For  sinners  DyM." 

Subsequently  the  cat  v.as  reinstated,  this  time  playing  the 
fidille  and  still  later  playing  with  an  unluck}'  mouse  after  the 
manner  of  cats.    Against  the  letter  I)  the  old  rhyme 

"  A  dog  will  bite 
A  thief  at  night," 

was  drop[)ed,  and  we  read 

"The  Deluge  drown'd 
The  world  around  ;  " 

but  the-  picture  of  the  thief  with  his  b.ig  of  plunder  and  the  dog 
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hard  after  him  taught  too  valuable  a  lesson  to  be  lost,  and  the 
"  Deluge  "  had  at  length  to  give  place.    The  loyal  utterance 

"  Our  King  the  good 
No  man  of  blood;" 

became 

"  Proud  Korah's  Troop 
Was  swallowed  up," 

for  which  an  edition  of  1812  has 

"  'Tis  Youths'  Delight 
To  fly  their  Kite." 

For  the  letter  O  the  old  version  had 

"  The  Royal  Oak,  it  was  the  Tree 
That  sav'd  His  Royal  Majesty  ;  " 

but  the  memory  of  Charles  was  not  very  dear  to  thern  and  so 
they  substituted  a  tribute  in  honor  of  three  Old  Testament 
worthies  — 

"Young  Obadias, 
David,  Josias, 
All  were  pious." 

The  Royal  Oak  was  at  length  reinstated,  and  finally  a  Hartford 
edition  is  said  to  have  improved  it  into 

"The  Charter  Oak  it  was  the  Tree 
That  saved  to  us  our  Liberty." 

The  solemn  admonition 

"  Time  cuts  down  all 
Both  great  and  small," 

could  not  hold  its  place  against  the  couplet  — 

"  Young  Timothy 
Learnt  sin  to  tly." 

with  a  picture  of  Sin  which  amply  justilies  Timothy's  llight.  lUit 
Time  proved  too  strong  for  Timothy  and  at  length  rcapponrs  at 
llie  top  of  the  page  with  his  scythe  and  forelock.  I'here  was 
much  other  matter  in  the  New  England  Primer  which  we  iiave  no 
ifinc  to  consider,  a  very  learned  antl  entertaining  account  of 
^vhich  by  Dr.  Trumbull  may  be  found  in  the  numlH'rs  oi  the 
SunJay  School  Times  for  1SS2.  .Ml  this  matter  was  designed  to 
lead  the  youthful  mind  graduall}  up  to  the  contemplation  of  the 
grand  end  and  aim  of  the  bcjok.  The  Westminster  Assembly's 
Shorter  Catechism,  beginning  w  ith  '"W  hat  is  the  chief  end  of  man,'' 
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and  going  on  through  the  profoundest  doctrines  of  Calvinism. 
Saturday  was  devoted  to  the  study  of  this  catechism,  and  the 
minister,  at  stated  times,  examined  the  children  upon  their 
knowledj^re  of  its  contents.  As  if  this  were  not  enou2:h,  the  code 
of  1650  enjoined  upon  "the  Selectmen  of  every  Town  .  .  , 
to  see  .  .  .  that  all  Masters  of  families  do  once  a  week  at 
least  catechise  their  children  and  servants  in  the  grounds  and 
principles  of  religion  " 

Not  only  was  the  catechism  of  the  Westminster  divines  taught 
in  the  schools,  but  every  church  and  town  had  some  other 
favorite  one  adapted  to  their  especial  needs.  That  of  the  Rev. 
John  Cotton,  in  very  common  use,  was  entitled  "Spiritual  Milk 
for  BOSTON  BABES  in  either  England  Draun  out  of  the  Breasts  of 
both  Testaments  for  .their  Souls  Nourishment."  The  Rev.  ^Nlr. 
Stone  of  Hartford  wrote  one  for  his  church,  and  another,  in  the 
most  illegible  penmanship  I  am  acquainted  with,  is  inscribed  on 
the  first  record-book  of  the  church  in  Farmington.  It  contains 
such  questions  as,  "  Is  original  sin  an  exorbitation  of  a  man's 
whole  nature  from  the  whole  law,  and  actual  sin  the  exorbitation 
of  the  action  from  the  law  ?  "  The  youthful  mind  having  become 
familiar  with  the  distinction  between  original  sin  and  actual  sin, 
was  next  asked  "Was  Adam's  transgression  carried  on  in  his 
own  person,  or  was  it  imputed  to  his  seed  ? "  By  which  time  he 
must  have  been  ready  to  exclaim  in  the  words  of  the  next 
question,  "What  is  this  ....  original  sin?"  However 
absurd  these  doctrines  may  seem  to  some  or  hateful  to  others,  to 
the  God-fearing  men  of  old  they  were  the  most  terrible  of  reali- 
ties. The  remaining  list  of  school  books  is  a  short  one.  The 
Bible  was,  no  doubt,  read,  but  it  was  not  an  age  of  Bible 
Societies  and  cheap  Bibles.  I'he  word  of  God  in  every  house- 
hold v.-as  a  costly  book  handed  down  with  re\ercnce  from  father 
to  son  like  that  of  the  cotter  of  Burns.  The  big  ha'-Bible, 
ance  his  father's  pride."  l^robably  some  chea[)er  edition  of  the 
New  Testament  supplied  their  needs.  At  a  later  day  in  1S15 
the  overseers  of  public  schools  in  Farmington  ndoiv.cd  ll'.e 
f(>llowing  rules  concerning  the  use  of  the  Bible  and  Catechism, 
interesting  as  showing  the  reverential  and  law-abiding  spirit  of  a 
bygone  time. 

**Tiie  UKisters  will  select  such  lessons  fnun  the  \Vih\c  for  ilK>>e 
who  read  therein,  as  they  can  be^t  undi.i>,tand  :  and  wiil  t'le- 
qucntly  explain  and  inculcate  such  truths  in  the  course  of  read- 
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ins:,  as  lie  nearest  the  level  of  their  capacities,  by  occasional 
remarks  or  a  more  solemn  address  ;  particularly  their  obligations 
to  honour  and  obey  their  parents  ;  to  be  subject  ta  magistrates 
and  all  in  authority  ;  to  revere  the  ministers  of  the  gospel  ;  to 
respect  the  aged  and  all  their  superiors ;  to  reverence  the 
sabbath,  the  word  and  worship  of  God  ;  also  to  remind  them  of 
their  dependence  on  God,  of  tlieir  accountability  to  him,  of  their 
mortality,  and  of  the  importance  of  religion  both  as  a  prepara- 
tion for  death,  and  the  only  means  of  true  peace,  comfort,  and 
usefulness  in  the  world.  On  Saturdays  the  masters  will  teach 
the  children  the  catechism  before  mentioned  ;  and  it  is  expected 
that  all  such  as  go  through  a  course  of  ordinary  school  learning, 
will  commit  the  whole  to  memory,  so  as  to  be  able  promptly  to 
answer  every  question  therein." 

The  Assembly's  Catechism  continued  in  use  until  1S46,  when 
it  was  voted  to  use  the  Catechisms  of  Religious  Denominations 
among  us." 

The  character  of  the  teachers  who  were  to  give  this  religious 
instruction  was  carefully  considered.  By  the  rules  of  1S25,  1841, 
and  1S46,  each  candidate  must  formall}'  declare  his  belief  in  the 
di\  ine  inspiration  of  the  Scriptures. 

In  1S25  DaboU's  Arithmetic  was  formally  introduced  into  the 
schools,  having  been  in  use  for  about  ten  years  in  the  Farming- 
ton  Academy.  Probably  it  was  the  fust  text-book  in  Arithmetic 
ever  used  in  our  public  schools. 

In  1S05,  twenty  years  before,  only  ''some  useful  arithmetical 
tables  were  ordered  by  the  board  of  overseers."  Previous  to  the 
Revolution,  Arithmetic  was  no  more  taught  in  the  conunon 
sch')ols  than  Differential  C\ilculus  is  now.  It  was  one  of  the 
h'lgher  studies  considered  of  no  use  outside  of  the  counting-room. 
•Slates  and  blackboards  were  unknown,  and  if  the  pedagogue 
could  put  a  few  columns  of  figures  on  paper  for  some  youthful 
prodigy  to  foot,  he  was  thought  something  uncommon,  while  to 
•'■••id  his  lliblc  in  Patin  and  Greek  was  not  an  unusual  acccm[)iish- 
iucnt. 

*  In  1796  the  Schor-)!  Society  ordered  the  introduction  of  "\\\b- 
s'er's  Institute  in  all  its  parts,"  and  iliiccted  that  the  P.ible  should 
bo  read  as  the  closing  exercise  of  the  afternoon.  P.y  Webster's 
Institute  in  all  its  i^arts,  was  meant  :  Part  first,  the  famous  Spcll- 
I'ook;  Pan  Second,  "A  plain  and  comprehensive  CJrammar 
i"unilc(l  on    the  true  principles  and  idioms  of  the  language," 
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which,  however,  never  came  into  general  use  ;  Part  Third,  "  An 
American  Selection  of  lessons  in  reading  and  speaking,  calculated 
to  improve  the  Minds  and  refine  the  Taste  of  Youth;"  etc.,  etc., 
more  familiarly  known  simply  as  "The  Third  Part."  Webster's 
Spelling  Book  held  its  place  for  seventy-eight  years  until  it  was 
voted  out  in  1S74,  and  the  school  boy  no  longer  reads  of  the  Boy 
that  stole  Apples,  or  of  the  Milk-maid  who  prematurely  counted 
her  chickens,  of  Poor  Tray,  The  Partial  Judge,  and  all  the  other 
wholesome  lessons  in  morality. 

Webster's  Third  Part,  coming  after  the  war  of  Independence, 
was  largely  made  up  of  the  patriotic  orations  of  Hancock,  \Var- 
ren,  Ames,  Livingston,  and  other  American  orators,  with  the 
Fourth  of  July  oration  of  Joel  Barlow  at  the  North  Church  in 
Hartford.  It  would  hardly  be  read  with  much  enthusiasm  by  the 
boy  of  to-day,  but  at  the  beginning  of  the  century  every  boy_}vas 
taught  to  consider  himself  a  possible  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  school  declamations  were  thought  a  useful  prepara- 
tion for  the  future  statesman. 

The  Columbian  Orator  was  introduced  in  18 18,  and  Scott's 
Lessons  in  Elocution  in  1825.  Declamation  led  to  dialogue, 
and  soon  the  last  half  of  the  winter  term  was  given  up  to  prepa- 
ration for  the  closing  exhibition.  Moreover,  the  Hartford  Thea- 
ter had  just  been  opened  in  1795,  and  the  Cojuiccticut  Couraiit 
in  a  long  editorial  had  held  it  up  as  a  worthy  school  of  morals. 
The  theater  was  to  the  Puritan  the  most  alluring  portal  to  the 
bottomless  pit,  and  all  that  fostered  a  love  of  the  drama  must  be 
crushed  out.  Gov.  Treadwell,  about  the  year  iSoo,  says  of  the 
school  visitors,  They  have  discontinued  all  attempts  at  public 
speaking  in  declamations,  dialogues,  and  theatrical  representa- 
tions, as  not  suited  to  the  years  of  the  scholars,  as  calculated  to 
foster  pride,  to  raise  them  in  their  own  view  into  men  and  wonuMi 
before  their  time,  and  like  hotbeds  to  force  a  premature  growth 
for  ignorance  and  folly  to  stare  at."  In  place  of  the  proscribed 
exhibitions,  there  were  introduced  animal  examinations  of  the  in  st 
classes  of  all  public  schools  of  the  town  which  took  place  in  the 
mc^cting-house  until  the  year  1818,  when  they  began  tu  be  held  in 
the  "  Union  Hall,"  or  upper  room  of  the  new  Academy  building. 
District  vied  with  district  in  reading,  spelling,  and  especially  in 
saying  the  catechism,  as  they  styled  it.  They  were  re[)e.ite(l 
annunlly  until  1S22.  In  1.S41  an  attempt  was  mailo  to  re\'ive  them, 
and  ihey  were  held  for  live  }eais.     i  remember  attending  one  in 
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the  meeting-house,  March  15,  1844,  in  which,  with  the  exception 
.of  a  fine  display  by  the  West  District  School  under  the  instruc- 
tion of  Mr.  John  N.  Bartlett,  now  Superintendent  of  Schools  in 
Xew  Britain,  the  exercises  were  not  especially  interesting. 

In  1816  the  Farmington  Academy  was  opened  with  Mr.  Epaph- 
ras  Goodman  as  principal,  who  was  succeeded  in  1823  by  Simeon 
Hart,  Jr.,  long  known  and  honored  by  the  more  familiar  name  of 
Deacon  Hart.  Deacon  Hart,  who  dearly  loved  to  make  boys 
happy,  revived  in  that  institution  the  old  school  exhibitions.  An 
account  of  the  entertainment  concluding  his  first  year  in  the 
Academy  is  preserved  in  the  diary  of  a  very  lovely  girl  of  sixteen. 
As  this  exhibition  had  some  interesting  peculiarities  not  now^ 
associated  with  dramatic  performances,  I  give  a  few  extracts. 
'Hie  exhibition  took  place  November  13,  1823,  in  the  meeting- 
liouse,  where  a  part  of  the  room  was  curtained  off,  and  the  cur- 
tains hung  with  festoons  of  roses  by  the  young  ladies  of  the 
school.  She  says  "  The  scholars  met  at  the  schoolroom  and 
walked  over  in  procession.    V\'e  had  two  flutes  which  supplied  us 

with  music  between  the  scenes  We  had  plenty  of 

cake  and  wine  behind  the  curtains  and  all  was  miirth  and  happi- 
ness. Our  dialogue  was  the  last  — '  Not  at  Home.'  —  When  that 
was  through  the  scholars  who  had  been  engaged  during  the  even- 
ing with  speaking,  formed  a  semi-circle  on  the  stage  and  Mr. 
rorter  stood  in  the  center  and  made  a  prayer,  which  closed  the 
exercises  of  the  evening." 

In  1826  another  exhibition  took  place,  but  our  youthful  diarist 
was  not  among  the  number  of  the  happy  actors.  For  two  years 
the  grass  had  grown  above  her  grave.  Most  of  the  actors  were 
scholars  from  other  towns,  but  a  few  have  familiar  names.  One 
of  the  principal  scenes  was  from  the  then  very  famous  tragedy  of 
Do\iglas,  by  John  Plome,  a  minister  of  the  Kirk  of  Scotland.  It 
••vas  hrst  represented  in  I'xlinburgh,  when  the  delighted  Scotch- 
men, wild  with  enthusiasm,  exclaimed  \\h\\  one  accord  '*  \\  here  is 
^\  ully  Shakespeare  noo."  In  this  scene,  I'dward  L.  Hait,  afier- 
^^.'.r(ls  a  very  successful  an^l  l)cl()\'cd  teacher  in  this  t(nvn,  cle- 
'^;-iinic(l  tlie  words  so  familiar  to  the  school  boy  oars  of  our 
5.ili>ers: 

"  My  name  is  N(M  v.i1.    On  the  Granipi.m  Hills 
My  father  feeds  his  rioeks,  a  frugal  swain  " 

•*'jd  Xnah  I'orter,  Jr.,  now  tlie  venerable  ex-jiresident  of  \  a'o,  had 
J'ie  p.irt  of  John,  and  later  in  tlie  e\ening,  acted  the  pat;  of  a 
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Frenchman  in  a  play  called  "The  Will  or  the  Power  of  Medicine.'' 
The  next  year  N.  Porter,  Jr.,  Ralph  Cowles,  and  Edward  L.  Hart, 
recite  a  colloquy  "  On  Improvements  in  Education," -and  Winthrop 
M.  Wadsworth,  then  a  youth  of  fourteen,  acts  the  part  of  John 
Hickory  in  "  The  Country  Boy,"  with  Timothy  Pitkin,  son  of  the 
Hon.  Timotliy  Pitkin,  as  Hotspur.  Elijah  L.  Lewis  has  the  part 
of  Philip  in  the  play  of  "  The  Curfew,"  in  which  N.  Porter,  Jr.,  is 
a  robber  disguised  as  a  minstrel. 

The  example  of  the  Academy  boys  and  girls  excited  the  emula- 
tion of  the  scholars  in  the  district  schools,  who  no  longer  had  the 
fear  of  Gov.  Treadwell  and  the  school  visitors  of  1800  before  their 
eyes.  The  favorite  plays  were  those  of  a  martial  order,  and 
happy  was  the  boy  who  C(nild  wear  a  sword,  and  in  grandiloquent 
language  challenge  some  other  youth  to  deadly  encounter. 

I  remember  seeing  the  Combat  in  Sir  Walter  Scott's  Lady  of 
the  Lake  enacted,  James  Fitz  Jam.es  appearing  in  the  uniform 
of  the  Farmington  Grenadiers  with  its  Roman  helmet  and  tower- 
ing white  plume,  while  Roderick  Dhu  was  arrayed  in  the  red  and 
blue  uniform,  or  whatever  it  was,  of  the  Bushwacker  Company. 

Before  closing  the  subject  of  schools,  perhaps  you  will  expect 
some  mention  of  the  Indian  School  in  Farmington.  In  the  year 
1706  the  General  Assembly  desired  "  the  reverend  ministers  of 
the  colony  "  to  present  to  the  next  Assembly  a  plan  for  promot- 
ing the  conversion  of  the  natives.  In  17 17  they  resolve  that  the 
business  of  gospelizing  the  Indians  be  referred  to  the  sessions  of 
the  Assembly  in  October  next."  The  result,  after  a  long  delay, 
seems  to  have  been  the  establishment  of  the  somewhat  famous 
Indian  school  at  Mohegan,  and  of  another  at  Farmington.  In 
October,  1733,  "On  a  report  made  by  the  Reverend  Mr.  Samuel 
Whitman  of  Farmington  relating  to  the  Indians  in  said  town  ; 
This  Assembly  do  a[)point  Capt.  William  Wadsworth  and  Capt. 
Josiah  ILart  of  said  I'armington,  to  provide  for  the  dieting  oi  the 
Indian  youth  at  four  shillings  per  week  for  the  time  they  attend 
the  school  in  said  town."  On  the  2j[h  of  May.  17,^4,  the  Rev. 
Samuel  Whitman  writes  to  Guv.  Talcolt,  "  May  it  please  your 
Monour.  I  understand  that  ye  Act  of  Assembly  relating  to  ye 
boarding  out  of  Indian  children  in  order  to  their  being  schooled 
is  expired,  and  h.iving  a  few  moments  to  turn  my  tlu>ughts  on  th.it 
rdlair,  hope  that  ye  defects  in  wliat  is  here  brokenly  offered  will 
be  overlooked.  I  ha\ e  leisure  only  to  inform  your  Hontun"  that 
of  tiie  nine  hulian  Luis  that  were  ke[)t  at  school  last  winter,  .>  can. 
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read  well  in  a  testament.  3  currently  in  a  psalter,  and  3  are  in 
their  primers.  Testaments  &  psalters  have  been  provided  for 
those  that  read  in  them,  3  of  ye  Indian  lads  are  entered  in  writ- 
ing and  one  begins  to  write  a  legible  hand.  I  thank  the  Assem- 
bly on  their  behalf  for  their  care  of  ym  &  past  bounty  to  them 
and  pray  that  that  Act  of  Assembly  be  revived  and  continued, 
not  at  all  doubting  but  ye  pious  care  of  ye  government  for  ye 
education  of  ye  Indians*  is  pleasing  to  heaven,  and  may  be  of  ad- 
vantage to  some  of  them  so  yt  they  may  be  saved  by  coming  to 
liie  knowledge  of  the  truth.    I  ha'nt  time  to  enlarge  but 

remain  your  Honour's  humble  and  Obedient  Servant 

Sam"  Whitman." 

An  itemized  account  was  rendered  of  the  amounts  paid  to  Dea- 
con Timotliy  Porter  and  seven  others  named,  for  the  board  of 
these  boys.  Appropriations  for  the  school  were  made  by  the 
Assembly  for  three  successive  years.  In  the  next  year,  1736, 
instead  of  the  annual  appropriation,  the  General  Assembly  ordered 
a  contribution  for  civilizing  and  christianizinir  of  the  Indian 
natives  to  be  taken  "  at  the  next  public  Thanksgiving." 

The  contribution  was  duly  taken,  but,  whether  from  the  peculiar 
regard  felt  for  the  Indian  or  from  other  causes,  it  consisted  so 
largely  of  uncurrent  money  that  the  General  Assembly  at  its  next 
*  session  appointed  a  committee  to  receive  the  contribution  money 
for  gospelizing  the  Indians  and  exchange  the  torn  bills  with  the 
'IVeasurer." 

But  let  us  not  forget  the  schoolmasters  of  the  olden  line.  The 
records  rarely  name  them.  They  give,  with  labored  precision,  year 
after  year,  long  lists  of  committees,  treasurers,  collectors  and  what 
not,  but  the  schoolmaster,  the  center  and  life  of  the  whole  system, 
'Uirl  the  only  man  we  much  care  to  know  about,  is  rarely  nun- 
tiiTicd.  Mr.  James  is  the  first  master  named.  This  was  the  Rev. 
J"hn  James,  who  came  from  I^.nglnnd,  where  he  had  been  under 
the  instruction  of  a  Mr.  \'eal,  a  dissenting  minister.  W'e  lirst 
li'-ar  of  him  in  January,  i()S3,  when  a  coinniitti'e  from  Haddain 
as  chosen  '*  to  go  to  Xew  London  anil  speak  wiih  Mr.  John  J a.nics 
*n  reference  to  securing  him  to  be  our  minister."  In  May,  i()S.j, 
'lie  town  of  I'\nniington  "agreed  that  the  t.nvn  would  give  iweniy- 
^^ve  p(nnuls  as  a  town  by  the  year  for  the  encouragement  of  Mr. 
J-inics  to  teach  school  and  so  proport ion:ib!\-  so  l^ng  as  th^-  town 
he  shall  agree."     In  December  of  the  same  \ear  tiu-y  cho>c 

comnnttee  *' to  treat  and  agree  with  Mr.  James  for  to  teach 
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school  for  one  year  after  his  year  agreed  for  is  up."  In  Decem- 
ber, i6S6,  the  town  of  Haddam  made  another  and  probably  suc- 
cessful attempt  to  secure  his  services,  and  voted  "that  if  Mr. 
James  stand  in  need  of  a  house  to  live  in,  he  shall  have  Mr. 
Noyes's  house  and  orchard  and  pasture  for  one  year." 

Seven  years  afterwards  he  began  to  preach  in  Derby,  where  he 
soon  became  preacher,  schoolmaster,  and  town  clerk.  '  In  1706 
he  was  sick  and  disabled  and  removed  to  Wethersfield,  where  he 
died  August  9,  1739,  aged  about  72. 

Dr."  Stiles,  visiting  the  Prince  Library  in  Boston  in  1770,  made 
some  memoranda  from  a  letter  of  Rev.  Stephen  Mix  of  Wethers- 
field, dated  September  22,  1729.  "He  came  from  England,  I 
should  think,  40  years  since.  Devoted  to  Books.  Was  some 
time  Pastor  of  the  church  in  Derby.  Some  years  before  his  death 
he  removed  hither,  living  a  private  life.  Delivery  very  ungrace- 
ful. Died  a  good  man,"  Dr.  David  Dudley  Field,  in  his 
"  Statistical  Account  of  the  Town  of  Haddam,"  says,  "  Some 
ludicrous  anecdotes  are  transmitted  respecting  him,  and  are  now 
widely  circulated  in  the  country;"  but  Dr.  Field  and  most  of  the 
good  people  living  in  Haddam  in  1819  are  dead,  and  the  aforesaid 
anecdotes  do  not  seem  to  have  survived  them.  The  Rev.  Gurdon 
Saltonstall,  writing  to  John  Winthrop  of  an  attack  on  New  London 
by  French  privateers  on  the  morning  of  July  17,  1690,  alludes  to 
a  Mr.  James,  who  was  without  much  doubt  our  early  school- 
master He  writes,  '*  my  wife  <i'  family  was  posted  at  your  Hon" 
a  considerable  while,  it  being  thought  to  be  ye  most  convenient 
place  for  the  feminine  rendevouz.  Mr.  James  (who  conmiands  in 
cheife  among  them)  upon  ye  coast  alarme  given,  faceth  to  ye  mill, 
gathers  like  a  snowball  as  he  goes,  make  a  general!  muster  at 
your  Hon",  and  so  posts  away  with  the  greatest  speed,  to  take  ye 
advantage  of  ye  neighbouring  rocky  hills,  crnggy  inaccessible 
mountaines;  so  that  v/' ever  els  is  lost,  ,Mr.  James  ye  women 
are  safe." 

In  1705  "the  town  by  vote  declared  it  to  be  their  niindw  that 
Mr.  Luke  Hn\es  shall  not  be  further  employed  in  teach.ing  of 
s($hool."  This  votes  implies  that  he  had  previously  taugiU,  and 
the  title  Mr.  at  that  day  cannot  very  well  be  construed  to  mean 
otiier  than  Reverend.  Two  years  aftei  wartls  they  vote  that  Mr. 
Luke  Hayes  shall  not  be  further  employed  in  tearliiiig-  of  ^^.hool. 
Luke  iiad  married  Kli/abeth,  (huighter  of  Deacon  John  Langdon, 
deceased,  and  h\  ed  in  the  leanto  of  his  house,  which  stood  iu\u  the 
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present  site  of  the  South  District  schoolhouse.  Elizabeth  died  in 
1703,  and  Luke  married  Maudlin,  whose  maiden  name  was  probably 
Daniels.  She  was  a  much-marrying  woman,  having  had  at  least 
four  husbands  of  various  nationalities  and  colors.  First  she  married 
Samuel,  son  of  Rev.  Samuel  Street  of  Wallingford;  next,  in  1696,  she 
married  Frank  Freeman  of  Farmington,  a  negro,  a  man  of  property, 
and  an  office-holder  duly  elected  by  the  town.  He  died  in  a  few 
months,  and  she  married  next  Luke  Hayes,  who  followed  his  pre- 
decessors in  17 12;  and  in  a  little  more  than  three  years  afterwards 
the  records  inform  us  that  Maudlin  Hayes,  widow,  on  the  third 
of  May,  17 16,  married  Dennis  Hoogins  of  Ireland.  Seven  years 
later /Maudlin  is  again  a  widow.  Luke's  library  is  inventoried  as 
consisting  of  one  Latin  book,  which,  with  other  items,  was  in- 
ventoried at  eighteen  pence,  not  one-fourth  of  what  the  library  of 
his  predecessor,  Frank  Freeman,  was  valued. 

F'rom  the  close  of  the  administration  of  Luke  Hayes  ten  years 
eUipse  before  the  name  of  any  succeeding  master  is  recorded. 
On  the  8th  of  January,  1717-S,  the  Ecclesiastical  Society  voted  to 
pay  William  Lewis,  schoolmaster,  for  teaching  school  the  year 
past.  It  is  extremely  improbable  that  this  was  his  first  year's 
service,  for  he  was  now  sixty  years  old.  He  was  one  of  the  six- 
teen children  of  Capt.  William  Lewis,  a  son  of  William  Lewis,  the 
immigrant,  who  arrived  in  Boston  in  the  ship  Lion  on  Sunday, 
September  i6th,  1632.  That  William  Lewis  became  a  school- 
master is  not  far  to  seek.  His  father  married  for  his  second  wife 
Mary,  daughter  of  Ezekiel  Cheever,  the  famous  school  teacher  of 
New  England,  who  taught  school  for  seventy  years,  at  New  Ha\  en, 
Ipswich,  Charlestown,  and  Boston  successi\ely.  Ezekiel,  a 
younger  brother  of  William,  preached  occasionally  in  Farmington 
in  1698  after  the  death  of  Rev.  Samuel  Hooker,  but  afterwards 
became  an  assistant  teacher  in  the  Latin  School  of  his  grand- 
father, Ezekiel  Cheever,  in  Boston. 

Schoolmaster  Williani  lived  in  a  house  which  stood  on  or  very 
near  the  site  of  the  IClni-Tree  Inn,  and  was  one  of  the  seven 
houses  whicii  the  town,  on  the  31st  da}-  of  March,  1704,  ordered 
to  be  fortitied  and  supplied  with  powder,  lead  bullets,  Hints,  and 
half-pikes.  This  was  during  the  French  and  Indian  War.  Not 
only  did  Master  William  Lewis  teach  school,  but  the  Societv  ajv 
pointed  him  collector  to  collect  of  the  parents  of  his  scholars 
tiieir  share  of  the  rate  bill  and  the  wood  tax.  For  this  service  he 
^\as  to  receive  "  five  shillings  as  a  reward  for  his  trouble  ";  hut  let 
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no  one  presume  to  envy  him  his  reward.  The  effigy  of  Queen 
Anne  or  of  George  the  First  on  the  coin  of  the  realm  was  a  rare 
sight  to  the  farmer  of  1717.  Year  by  year  the  town  voted  how- 
taxes  should  be  paid,  and  this  year  ordered  payment  in  wheat  at 
five  shillings  per  bushel,  rye  at  three  shillings,  and  Indian  corn  ai 
two  shillings  and  eight  pence.  The  office  of  collector  was  no 
sinecure. 

It  was  many  years  before  we  learn  the  name  of  any  succeeding 
master.  The  old'en  time  was  gone  and  the  modern  teachers  are 
well  known  ;  nevertheless,  I  cannot  well  constrain  myself  f  ruui 
paying  a  brief  tribute  to  the  memory  of  the  noblest  of  them  all. 
Deacon  Simeon  Hart,  the  teacher  of  my  boyhood.  He  was  a 
member  of  this  society,  admitted  in  1840,  and  a  frequent  donor  to 
its  collections.  No  minute  account  of  his  life  is  needed.  To 
some  of  you  his  face  and  voice  and  person  were  a  familiar  bene- 
diction. Others  can  read  of  him  on  the  printed  page.  shall 
confine  myself  to  a  very  few  personal  recollections.  Most  prom- 
inent in  the  character  of  Deacon  Hart  was  his  profound  but 
unaffected  piety.  Next  to  his  religious  life,  and  growing  out  of 
it,  through  love  of  his  fellow  men,  appeared  his  wonderful  public 
spirit.  He  v/as.  no  originator  of  brilliant  schemes  which  ended 
in  failure  and  the  setting  by  the  ears  of  all  participants.  What- 
ever he  undertook,  his  remarkable  practical  good  sense  was  sure 
to  carry  through,  and  when  all  was  done,  he  invariably  paid  much 
more  than  his  share  of  the  expense.  By  his  foresight  and  gener- 
osity was  built  the  Farmington  Female  Seminary  building  with 
its  wide-reaching  consequences.  He  was  the  first  treasurer  of 
the  Farmington  Savings  Bank  and  its  principal  founder.  Perhaps 
his  next  most  conspicuous  characteristic  was  his  love  of  farming. 
I  remember  hearing  him  deliver  the  annual  address  before  the 
Hartford  County  Agricultural  Society  in  October,  1S49.  ^^^^ 
Department  of  Philosophy  and  the  Arts,  pro\  iding  instruction  in 
Agricultural  C'hemistry,  had  just  been  established  in  \'ale  College, 
and  Professor  John  Pitkin  Norton,  with  all  the  energ)-  and  zeal 
of  his  entliusiastic  nature,  was  lectuiing  all  o\er  the  country  about 
the  new  science.  Tlie  notion  somehow  was  prevalent  that  tlie 
farmer  had  only  to  send  a  few  pounds  of  soil  from  his  farm  to 
New  Haven  for  analysis,  and  then,  putung  this  alongside  of  the 
known  analysis  of  the  different  grains,  could  at  once  know  hov. 
to  doctor  his  farm  and  pour,  untold  wealfh  into  his  granaries. 
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The  object  of  Deacon  Hart's  address  was  to  explain  what  the  new 
science  really  proposed.  It  was  as  successful  as  most  attempts 
to  popularize  science.  He  had  much  to  say  also  of  what  seemed 
to  him  the  delightful  life  of  the  farmer,  his  independence,  his 
lon^  winter  evenings  for  social  and  intellectual  enjoyments,  and 
the  firm  and  vigorous  health  which  crowned  his  labors.  As  a 
schoolmaster,  he  could  not  well  refrain  from  closing  his  address 
with  an  extract  from  the  Georgics  of  Virgil,  about  the  fortunate 
husbandmen  needing  no  lofty  palaces,  or  gold  embroidered  gar- 
ments, or  delicate  perfumes,  but  happy  in  quiet  security,  honest 
hves,  and  abundant  riches.  Anyone  who  ever  attended  school  in 
tiie  front  basement  room  of  his  house,  will  doubtless  remember 
the  Catechism  of  Agricultural  Chemistry,"  edited  by  Prof.  Nor- 
ton. Other  studies  were  somewhat  optional,  but  that  book  every 
hoy  had  to  study.  None  were  excused,  whether  intending  to  be 
farmers  or  merchants  or  professional  men.  It  made  no  differ- 
ence. That  book  they  had  to  learn.  Mr.  Hart  had  a  fondness 
for  scientific  studies,  and  many  were  the  brilliant  experiments  he 
showed  us  in  that  old  basement  room.  His  experiments  were 
always  successful.  He  did  not  say  Young  men,  we  will  mix 
these  two  colorless  fluids  and  the  result  will  be  a  brilliant  bkie," 
and  then  have  it  turn  out  red.  If  he  said  blue,  blue  it  was.  His 
profound  religious  beliefs  and  his  scientific  knowledge  did  not  con- 
ihct.  The  time. for  plans  to  harmonize  religion  and  science 
:innually  brought  out  and  then  laid  aside,  had  not  come.  I  re- 
iiieinber  on  one  of  those  glorious  rides  to  the  Tower,  which  he 
j;ave  the  boys,  we  noticed  a  huge  rock  split  from  top  to  bottom, 
and  when  the  boys  asked  how  it  came  in  that  condition,  tlie  Dea- 
con, doubtless  having  in  mind  a  recent  Sunday-school  lesson. 
ri'pHed,  that  it  might  have  occurred  at  the  time  of  the  crucifixion, 
vdicn  the  earth  did  quake  and  the  rocks  were  rent ;  which  was 
not  bad  science  for  the  year  of  grace  1S46. 

>^uch,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  describe  them,  were  tiie 
hools  and  sclioohnastcrs  of  l'"arn\ingti~)n  in  the  Olden  Time, 
in  these  modern  da\s,  have  increased  the  cost  (^f  schooLs 
"iany  fold.  We  have  introduced  studies,  the  very  names  of  which 
^•erc  unknown  to  our  ancestors.  \\"e  teach  wonders  in  science 
^'•hich  they  would  speedily  have  set  down  to  dealings  with  ''that 
'•'d  deluder  Sathan."  The  funds  whicli  their  pi(uis  care  [provided, 
*'ur  towns  and  cities  have  in  many  ca.ses  used  in  payn\cnt  of  their 
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debts,  and  issued  bonds  for  their  children  to  pay.  We  have 
broadened  our  theology,  extended  our  intellectual  horizon,  put 
all  manner  of  learning  within  easy  reach  of  all,  but  let  us  not  for- 
get that  the  men  and  women  who  went  forth  from  the  old  log 
schoolhouse  to  found  and  preserve  our  free  institutions  and 
make  our  modern  scholarship  possible,  have  earned  our  profound- 
est  gratitude,  and  are  worthy  of  eternal  honor. 
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ADDRESS. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Village  Library  Company  of 
Fartnijigton  : 

I  propose  this  evening"  to  answer,  in  a  somewhat 
informal  way,  certain  questions  often  asked  about  Fai*m- 
ino:ton  in  the  davs  of  the  Revolution.  I  shall  have  little 
to  say  of  battles  and  campaigns,  and  great  generals.  A 
glimpse,  and  only  a  glimpse,  w^e  may  have  of  Washing- 
ton as  he  rides  into  the  forest  toward  Litchfield,  soon  to 
le^lrn  of  the  treachery  of  Arnold.  All  these  weightier 
matters  every  schoolboy  knows,  or  ought  to  know.  My 
subject  lies  nearer  home,  of-  little  interest  but  to  those 
whose  grandsires  here  lived,  and  from  this  valley  went 
out  to  preserve  its  liberties. 

The  visitor  to  the  old  cemetery,  after  passing  through 
the  gateway  with  its  grim,  inscription,  ''Memento  Mori,'' 
and  climbing  the  steep  pathway  beyond,  soon  finds  on  his 
left  a  stone  with  this  inscription  :  "  In  Memory  of  •  ]\Ir. 
Matthias  Leaming  |  Who  hars  got  |  Beyond  the  reach  of 
Parcecushion.  |  The  life  of  man  is  Vanity."  There  is  no 
date  of  death  or  record  of  age.  It  is  not  so  much  the 
memorial  of  an  individual  as  of  a  lost  cause.  Its  posi- 
tion, facing  in  opposition  to  all  the  other  stones,  is  itself  a 
protest.  i\Iatthias  Leaming  was  a  Tory,  or,  as  he  pre- 
ferred to  be  called,  a  Loyalist.  At  the  close  of  the  war 
the  Tories  mostly  fled  to  England,  Nova  Scotia.  Xew 
Brunswick,  and  Canada,  and  in  1790  were  allowed  fifteen 
and  one-half  millions  of  dollars  by  the  Crown,  besides 
annuities,  offices,  and  other  .gifts,  in  recompense  for  their 
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services  and  sufferings.  So  few  remained  here  that  we 
hardly  realize  that  once,  taking  New  England  as  a  whole, 
they  were  as  numerous  and  wealthy  as  the  patriot  party. 
We  have  no  time  to  consider  at  length  the  causes  of  the 
war,  but  certain  things  we  must  bear  in  mind  if  we  would 
at  all  understand  the  spirit  of  the  times.  The  orators  had 
much  to  say  of  taxation  without  representation,  and  stout 
Dr.  Johnson  replied  in  vigorous  English  that  taxation  was 
no  tyranny.  Other  matters,  however,  less  abstract,  had 
gradually  prepared  the  patriots  to  resist  to  the  death  this 
last  imposition.  The  colonists  were  denied  the  right  to 
manufacture  for  themselves  almost  all  articles  of  neces- 
sity, but  must  import  them  from  some  Englishman  whose 
sovereign  had  given  him  the  monopoly.  Their  commerce 
was  restricted  to  British  ports.  Even  the  agricultural 
products  of  the  neighboring  West  Indies  must  first  be 
shipped  to  England  before  they  could  be  landed  in  Bos- 
ton. They  were  denied  a  market  either  for  sale  or  pur- 
chase outside  of  the  dominion  of  Great  Britain.  The 
British  merchant  could  say,  You  shall  trade  at  my  shop 
or  starve,  and  you  shall  make  nothing  for  yourselves," 
Their  solemn  charters  were  annulled,  authority  to  elect 
their  principal  officers  was  denied  them,  and  the  right  to 
assemble  in  town  meeting  abolished.  Repeatedly  his 
^vlajesty  asked,  in  a  long  list  of  questions  submitted  to  the 
General  Assembly  of  Connecticut,  where  his  dutiful  sub- 
jects bought  and  sold,  and  what  they  presumed  to  manu- 
facture, and  repeatedly  he  was  shrewdly  answered.  vSo 
long  as  diplomacy  and  downright,  wholesale  stuuggling 
availed,  the  crisis  was  averted,  but  when  the  wants  of  the 
British  treasury,  and  especially  of  the  l^'.ast  India  C\)in- 
pany,  demanded  a  rigorous  enforcement  of  the  laws,  the 
situation  became  intolerable.  To  all  this  was  added  the 
threat  of  vigorous  government  by  lords  spiritual  as  well 
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as  lords  temporal,  from  which  they  had  once  for  all 
escaped. 

The  lapse  of  a  hundred"  years  has  made  the  position 
of  the  loyalists,  who  were  ready  to  submit  to  all  demands 
of  their  divinely  anointed  king  as  a  matter  of  course,  a 
mystery  to  us  whose  habitual  treatment  of  our  highest 
magistrate  has  not  trained  us  in  habits  of  reverence.  The 
graceful  sentiments  of  Sir  Walter  Scott's  heroine  have  to 
us  an  unreal  sound  :  ' 

"  Lands  and  manors  pass  away, 

We  but  vShare  our  monarch's  lot. 
If  no  more  our  annals  show 

Battles  won  and  banners  taken, 
Still  in  death,  defeat,  and  wo, 
Ours  be  loyalty  unshaken  !  " 

More  easily  can  we  understand  the  sturdy  independ- 
ence of  the  patriots.  They  came  to  these  shores,  not  for 
religious  freedom,  which  was  a  principle  unknown,  but  to 
establish  a  church  of  their  own  and  a  government  of  their 
own,  such  as  their  consciences  demanded,  narrow%  as  our 
vision,  broadened  by  two  centuries,  looks  upon  them,  but 
established  by  themselves  and  for  themselves  only,  where 
there  was  no  one  to  be  interfered  with,  and  leaving  in  the 
more  genial  regions  of  the  vSouth  plenty  of  room  for  the 
colonics  of  other  religious  proclivities.  How  long  this 
exclusiveness  could  be  maintained,  time  has  shown. 
These  men,  to  whom  Church  and  State  were  one,  wliose 
religion  was  a  covenant  with  God,  between  whom  and 
themselves  they  allowed  no  human  mediator,  were  the 
men  whom  George  III  thought  to  crush. 

On  the  31st  of  March,  1774,  the  ]x)ston  l\)rt  bill  was 
signed,  and  on  the  ist  of  June  it  went  into  elYect.  Its 
reception  in  this  town  will  appear  in  the  t\)llowing  letter: 

"  F AiniiNr.  i  <  "N.  Ct^NM.i  Tier  I'.  .\hiy  19.  1774. 
*'  Early  in  the  nioriiiiii;  was  foiuul  Ihc  following'  handbill, 
posted  u[)  in  \  arii)us  parts  of  the  town,  viz.: 
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"'To  pass  through  the  fire  at  six  o'clock  this  evening,  in 
honor  to  the  immortal  Goddess  of  Liberty,  the  late  infamous  act 
of  the  British  Parliament  for  farther  distressing  the  American 
colonies.  The  place  of  execution  will  be  the  public  parade,  where 
all  Sons  of  Liberty  are  desired  to  attend.' 

"Accordingly,  a  very  numerous  and  respectable  body  were 
assembled,  of  near  one  thousand  people,  when  a  huge  pole,  just 
forty-five  feet  high,  was  erected,  and  consecrated  to  the  shrine  of 
Liberty;  after  which  the  act  of  Parliament  for  blocking  up  the 
Boston  harbor  was  read  aloud,  sentenced  to  the  fiames,  and  exe- 
cuted by  the  hands  of  the  common  hangman.  Then  the  following 
resolves  were  passed,  nein  con.'' 

The  resolves  Avere  spirited,  but  too  long  for  our  pres- 
ent purpose. 

The  Rev.  Samuel  Peters,  of  Hebron,  notorious  as  the 
author  of  "A  General  History  of  Connecticut  ...  by 
a  Gentleman  of  the  Province,''  and  inventor  of  the 
so-called  "  Blue  Laws  of  Connecticut,"  comments  on 
these  proceedings  as  follows  : 

"  Farmington  burnt  the  act  of  Parliament  in  great  contempt 
by  their  common  hangman,  when  a  thousand  of  her  best  inhabi- 
tants were  convened  for  that  glorious  purpose  of  committing  trea- 
son against  the  king;  for  which  vile  conduct  they  have  not  been 
styled  a  pest  to  Connecticut,  and  enemies  to  common  sense,  cither 
by  his  ITonor  or  any  king's  attorney,  or  in  any  town  meeting.  We 
sincerely  wish  and  hope  a  day  will  be  set  apart  by  his  Honor  very 
soon  for  fasting  and  prayer  throughout  this  colony,  that  the  sins 
of  those  haughty  people  ma>'  not  be  laid  to  our  charge." 

We  shall  hear  enough  of  fast  days,  but  they  were  not 
proclaimed  to  bewail  the  sins  of  Parmington. 

The  situation  of  the  once  Nourishing  port  of  Boston 
was  now  most  critical,  and  donations  for  the  relief  of  its 
sutYcring  inhabitants  llowcd  in  from  the  surnnuuling 
towns.  The  action  of  this  town  on  the  i$th  of  June  is 
chronicled  at  length  in  the  admirable  discourse  ol"  Presi- 
dent Porter.  The  following  is  a  letter  written  bv  i^auuicl 
Adams  in  res[)()nse  to  this  actit)n,  addrcs.^cd  "  To  ImsIici" 


Gay,  Esq.,  and  the  rest  of  the  Committee  in  Farmington, 
Connecticut. 

"Boston,  July^  29,  1774. 

"'Sir, — I  am  desired  by  the  Committee  of  the  Town  of  Boston, 
appointed  to  receive  the  donations  made  by  otir  sympathizing 
brethren,  for  the  emph)yment  or  relief  of  such  inhabitants  of  this 
town  as  are  more  immediate  sufferers  by  the  cruel  act  of  Parlia- 
ment for  shutting  up  this  harbor,  to  acqiiaint  you  that  our  friend. 
^^r.  Barrett,  has  communicated  to  them  your  letter  of  the  25th 
instant,  advising  that  you  have  shipped,  per  Captain  Israel  Wil- 
liams, between  three  and  four  hundred  bushels  of  rye  and  Indian 
corn  for  the  above-mentioned  purpose,  and  that  you  have  the  sub- 
scriptions still  open,  and  expect  after  harvest  to  ship  a  much 
larger  quantity.  Mr.  Barrett  tells  us  that  upon  the  arrival  of  Cap- 
tain Williams  he  will  endorse  this  bill  of  lading  or  receipt  to  us. 

"The  Committee  have  a  very  grateful  sense  of  the  generosity 
of  their  friends  in  Farmington,  who  may  depend  upon  their  dona- 
tions being  applied  agreeable  to  their  benevolent  intention,  as  it 
is  a  great  satisfaction  to  the  Committee  to  fmd  the  Continent  so 
united  in  opinion.  The  town  of  Boston  is  now  suffering  for  the 
common  liberties  of  America,  and  while  they  are  aided  and  sup- 
ported by  their  friends,  I  am  persuaded  they  will  struggle  through 
the  conflict,  firm  and  steady. 

"I  am,  with  very  great  regard,  gentlemen, 
"Your  friend  and  countryman, 

"  Samuel  Adams." 

Five  weeks  later,  on  the  3d  of  September,  the  follow- 
ing agreement  was  drawn  np  in  the  handwriting  of  ^lajor 
William  Judd,  and  bears  the  signatures  of  sevent}'  of  the 
principal  inhabitants  of  this  village  : 

"We.  wh(^se  names  are  hereunto  subscribers,  promise  and 
cn;<age  to  be  in  readiness  and  duly  equi])t  with  arms  and  ammu- 
nition to  proceed  to  l>ost()n  for  the  relief  ot  our  distressed  and 
besieged  brethren  there,  and  to  be  under  the  direction  of  such 
"Hicers  as  shall  be  by  us  apjxunted.  as  witness  our  hands  this  3d 
day  of  September,  \.  I).  1774." 

A  roll  of  honor  on  whicli  we  may  well  be  pleased  to  see 
tile  names  of  our  ancestors  recorded. 
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Town  meeting-s  followed  in  quick  succession.  On  the 
2oth  of  September  the  Rev.  Levi  Hart  of  Preston  was 
invited  to  preach  to  the  assembled  freemen  of  Farming- 
ton  on  Liberty.  He  preached  them  a  sermon  on  Liberty 
Described  and  Recommended,"  but  his  text  must  have 
sounded  strangely  in  their  ears  as  he  read,  "  While  they 
promise  them  liberty,  they  themselves  are  the  servants  of 
cormption."  There  was  not  a  word  about  British  tyr- 
anny, but  a  fervid  discourse  to  our  merchant  princes  on 
the  horrors  of  the  slave  trade. 

Strange  doctrine  this.  Did  not  the  good  men  of  that 
day  rejoice  in  thus  delivering  benighted  souls  from  the 
heathen  darkness  of  Africa?  AVest  India  shippers,  not 
only  of  this,  but  of  all  trading  communities,  universally 
engaged  in  the  traffic.  Times  have  changed.  Let  us 
judge  men  by  the  light  of  their  own  day.  We,  no  doubt, 
will  need  like  favor  badly  enough  an  hundred  years 
hence. 

The  meeting,  at  the  close  of  the  discourse,  proceeded 
to  vote  thirty  hundred-weight  of  lead,  ten  thousand 
French  flints,  and  thirty  six  barrels  of  powder.  A  little 
later  they  voted  "  that  tlie  several  constables  should  have 
a  large  staff  provided  for  each  of  them  with  the  King's 
arms  upon  them."  The  authority  of  the  King  was  as  yet 
unquestioned. 

On  the  1 2th  of  December  the  town  approved  of  the 
Association  of  the  Continental  Congress  and  appointed  a 
Committee  of  Inspection  to  carrvout  its  provisions.  This 
committee  of  fifty-twi^  men  at  once  met  at  tlic  tavern  ot 
Amos  Cowles,  and  while  they  aiv  busy  with  the  public 
good,  and,  very  likely,  with  the  good  of  the  house,  let  us 
take  a  little  rest  from  the  contemplatitMi  of  these  warlike 
proceedings  and  look  about  us.  The  inn  of  AnnxsCowks 
stood  just  south  of  the  church,  on  or  about  the  site  of  the 
house  of  the  late  Chauncey  D.  Cowles.  Lscj.    It  has  lon;^ 
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since  disappeared,  as  have  all  but  about  a  half-dozen  of 
the  houses  of  that  day,  and  they,  for  the  most  part,  have 
been  reconstructed  past  recognition.  The  village  street, 
certainly  not  since  broadened  with  age,  ran  as  now,  and 
along  it  passed  the  pedestrian,  the  horseback  rider,  and 
the  unwieldy  cart  of  the  farmer.  Pleasure  carriages  were 
unknown.  When  the  minister  of  that  day  brought  home 
his  bride  in  the  first  chaise  his  parishoners  had  ever  seen 
they  lined  the  street  to  welcome  him,  and  the  first  man 
who  caught  sight  of  the  coming  chaise  shouted,  "  The 
cart  is  coming."  IMail  coaches  were  unknown.  In  1778 
Joseph  Root  advertised  in  The  Co)uiecticiit  Coiirant  as 
follows :  _ 

•'  This  is  to  notify  those  that  have  friends  in  General  Parsons' 
brigade  that  I  have  undertook  to  ride  post  for  the  town  of  Farm- 
ington,  the  letters  to  be  left  at  my  house  and  at  Landlord  Adams'. 
Southington;  at  Landlord  Smith's,  New  Britain;  at  Landlord 
Haves',  Salmon  Brook;  at  Esq.  Owen's,  Simsbury;  at  Joseph  Kel- 
logg's.  New  Hartford,  and  at  Robert  Mecime's,  at  Winchester. 
Those  who  have  letters  to  send  are  desired  to  leave  them  at  either 
of  the  above  places  by  the  first  day  of  next  month,  at  which  time 
I  shall  set  out.  Joseph  Rcxrr. 

"  X.  B.  Letters  may  also  be  left  at  Lieut.  Heth's,  West  Hart- 
ford, and  at  Landlord  Butler's  in  Hartford. 

"Farmington,  June  12,  1778." 

The  travel  between  the  two  capitals  of  the  colony 
then,  as  now.  pa.sscd  on  the  other  side  of  the  mountain 
thn)ugh  Wcthersfield  and  Wallingford.  but  the  exigencies 
war  required  new  lines  of  communication,  and  this 
quiet  street  was  soon  to  be  familiar  with  the  measured 
tread  of  armies.  Thomas  Lewis,  writing  to  Lieut.  Amos 
Wadsworth  at  Roxbur\-  Camp,  .says: 

"The  same  night  "  (that  is.  July  19.  1775.)  "lodged  in  this 
t"\vii  a  captain  with  a  company  of  ritlcnicn.  who  appeared  to  be, 
niany  of  them,  very  likely  \-oinig  gciUletnen.  Th.e  oUiccrs 
iiUormed  me  a  great  Dumber  of  their  st)ldiers  were  men  possessed 


lO 

with  fortunes  worth  three  or  four  thousand  apiece.  These  are 
from  Philadelphia  and  on  their  march  to  join  the  army.  The  Cap- 
tain told  me  he  expected  one  thousand  more  of  the  same  troops 
\vt>uld  pass  the  town  next  week  for  the  like  purpose." 

After  the  evacuation  of  Boston  the  line  of  communi- 
cation from  Newport  and  Hartford  to  the  Highlands 
above  New  York  passed  through  this  village. 

Here  in  1781  marched  the  army  of  Rochambeau. 
The  diary  of  one  of  his  aids,  accompanied  with  a  map  of 
the  route,  records,  under  date  of  June  24th : 

"In  the  afternoon  I  went  to  see  a  charming  spot  called 
Wethersfield,  four  miles  from  East  Hartford.  It  would  be  impos- 
sible to  find  prettier  houses  and  a  more  beautiful  view.  I  went  up 
into  the  steeple  of  the  church  and  saw  the  richest  country  I  had 
yet  seen  in  America.  From  this  spot  you  can  see  for  fifty  miles 
around.  ^ 

"June  25.  In  the  morning  the  army  resumed  its  march  to 
reach  Farmington.  The  country  is  more  open  than  that  we  had 
passed  over  since  our  departure,  and  the  road  fine  enough.  The 
village  is  considerable,  and  the  position  of  the  camp,  which  is  a 
mile  and  a  half  from  it,  was  one  of  the  most  fortunate  we  had  as 
yet  occupied." 

On  the  return  of  the  army  iii  17S2  Rochambeau  made  a 
halt  in  Farmington  on  the  29th  of  October,  and  the  next 
day  in  Hartford. 

Of  the  journeys  of  Washington  throtigh  this  town  he 
leaves  us  but  brief  mention.    In  ^lay,  1781,  he  Avrites  : 

"  I  begin  at  tins  epoch  a  concise  journiil  of  miHtary  transi  - 
tions, etc.  I  lament  not  having  attempted  it  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war. 

In  this  journal  he  writes: 

"May  Kyth.  I^reakfasted  at  Litchfield,  dined  at  l-'armington , 
and  lodged  at  Wethersfield." 

Al.so: 

"May  24th.  Set  out  on  my  return  to  New  Windsor,  dined  at 
Farmington,  and  lodged  at  Litchfield." 
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This  is  all  we  gather  from  his  own  writing-,  but  we 
know  that  on  the  1 8th  of  vSeptember,  1 7S0,  he  bade  adieu 
to  General  Arnold  at  Peekskill  and  was  in  Hartford  on 
the  2 1  St.  The  commonly  traveled  road  between  the 
places  lay  throucj;h  I'armington.  xVfter  his  conference 
with  Rochambeau,  he  leaves  liartford  on  the  23d  and 
arrives  at  Litchfield  on  the  same  day.  Two  days  later  he 
heard  of  the  flig-ht  of  Arnold.  On  the  2d  of  March,  1781, 
he  left  New  Windsor,  and  arrived  at  Hartford  on  the  4th, 
and,  returnino-  on  Sundav  the  i8th,  was  back  at  his  head- 
(juarters  at  New  Windsor  on  the  20th.  He  seems,  there- 
fore, to  have  passed  through  Farmington  six  times  :  on 
the  20th  and  23d  of  vSeptember,  I/80,  the  4th  and  i8th  of 
^larch,  1 78 1,  and  the  19th  and  24th  of  May,  1781. 

What  house  had  the  honor  of  entertaining  his  Excel- 
lency is  uncertain.  An  idle  tradition  one  hears  over  and 
over  ao^ain  tells  us  that  once,  beino:  overtaken  bv  a  sud- 
den  storm,  Washington  took  refuge  in  the  newly  erected 
meetinof-house,  but  if  there  is  anv  one  with  anv  militarv 
experience  before  me,  I  will  leave  him  to  determine  into 
which  the  General  would  most  likely  turn  his  steps,  the 
hospitable  inn  of  Amos  Cowles,  or  the  house  of  God  with 
closed  doors,  standing  there  side  by  side.  The  means  of 
entertainment  at  that  day  were  ample.  As  he  rode  down 
the  motmtain  slope  from  the  east  and  first  came  in  sight 
of  the  meeting-house  spire,  the  tavern  of  Samuel  Xcuth, 
Jr.,  greeted  him  on  the  left.  A  little  farther  on,  where  the 
Kim  Tree  Inn  now  stands,  ]Mr.  Phineas  Lewis  woidd  have 
l)ccn  happy  to  entertain  the  General.  He  C(nild  also  have 
been  cordially  welcomed  bv  Mr.  vSeth  Lee,  whci"e  are  uow 
the  brick  school  buildings  of  Miss  Porter.  If  he  sne- 
cceded  in  passing  all  these  attractions,  the  newly  erected 
inn  of  Mr.  Asahel  Wadsworth.  grandfather  o{  the  late 
^VintluDp  yi.  Wadsworth.  lvs([.,  hung  ont  its  sign,  and 
just  as  he  turned  off  from  the  main  street  into  the  wilder- 
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ness  toward  Litchfield  there  Avas  still  the  well-known  inn 
of  Captain  Solomon  Cowles  to  prepare  him  for  the  rough 
journey  before  him.  This  last  tavern  was  famous  in  its 
day.  The  weary  teamster  on  his  journey  with  supplies 
for  the  army  hailed  it  with  delight.  One  Joseph  Joslin, 
Jr.,  a  revolutionary  teamster  from  Killingly,  left  a  racy 
diarv^  which  ought  to  please  the  modern  advocates  of  pho- 
netic spelling.    He  says : 

"April  21,  1/77.  We  set  out  again  and  went  through  Harwin- 
ton  into  Farmington.  and  it  was  very  bad  carting  indeed,  I 
declare,  and  we  stayed  at  a  very  good  tavern,  old  Captain  Coles', 
and  we  fare  well,  and  did  lie  in  a  bed,  I  think." 

The  hay  mow  by  the  side  of  his  cattle  was  usuall}- con- 
sidered Q^ood  enouo^h  for  a  revolutionarv  teamster.  Three 
days  later  he  says : 

"  I  went  to  Farmington  to  old  Captain  Coles'  again." 

But  alas !  the  hopes  of  man  are  deceitful.  It  was  a  Fast 
day,  and  all  he  could  get  was  a  little  cold,  raw  pork.  But 
it  is  time  for  us  to  return  to  our  Committee  of  Inspec- 
tion, whom  we  left  at  the  house  of  Amos  Cowles.  AVilliam 
Judd  was  made  chairman  and  John  Treadwell  clerk,  and 
their  business  was  to  carry  out  the  requirements  of  the 
fourteen  articles  of  the  Association  of  the  Continental 
Congress.  This  agreement,  signed  by  the  representatives 
of  the  twelve  colonies  at  Philadelphia  on  the  2oth  of  Octo- 
ber, 1774,  was  not  so  much  sustained  by  law  as  by  the 
merciless  power  of  public  opinion.  The  transgressor  was 
looked  upon  as  Achan  with  his  wedge  of  gold  in  the 
Israelitish  camp  before  Jericho.  .V  single  instance  will 
illustrate  the  spirit  of  the  times  and  help  you  to  under- 
stand what  is  to  follow.  Sanuiel  Smith,  merchant,  i>f  Xcw 
I'ritain.  had  been  convicted  by  Isaac  Lee,  Jr.,  justice  of 
tlie  peace,  of  selling  mctliegliii  at  too  high  a  price, 
namelv,  at  eight  shillings  the  gallon,  and  hens'  eggs  at 
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the  enormous  price  of  one  shilling  the  dozen.  He 
brought  his  humble  petition  to  the  General  Assembly,  in 
which  he  says : 

"  But  when  your  memorialist  reflects  on  the  disability  he  is 
under,  a  sort  of  political  death  or  disfranchisement  which  must 
render  him  incapable  either  to  provide  for  or  save  himself  from 
insult,  or  to  serve  the  public  in  this  time  of  calamity,  which  he 
always  has  and  still  wishes  to  do,  he  cannot  but  in  the  most  hum- 
ble manner  pray  this  honorable  Assembly  to  take  your  memorial- 
ist's case  into  your  wise  consideration  and  grant  that  he  may  be 
restored  to  his  former  freedom." 

The  petition  was  signed  by  Justice  Lee  and  t\venty- 
six  of  the  principal  m.en  of  New  Britain.  The  Assembly 
promptly  granted  his  petition.  Our  committee  held  sev- 
eral meetings,  and  considered  numerous  complaints  which 
the  Sons  of  Liberty  had  to  make  concerning  the  patriot- 
ism of  their  neighbors  and  of  each  other.  It  required 
cool  heads  and  ripe  wisdom  to  satisfy  this  red-hot  zeal 
and  do  justice  to  all  offenders.  I  will  note  only  a  few 
representative  cases.  Samuel  vScott  was  accused  of  labor- 
ing on  a  Continental  Fast  day.  This  solemn  day  was  to 
be  kept  with  all  the  strictness  of  the  Jewish  Sal)bat]i.  and 
in  its  entirety.  "Thou  shalt  not  do  any  work,  thou,  nor 
thy  son,  nor  thy  daughter,  thy  man-servant,  nor  thy  maid- 
servant, nor  thy  cattle,  nor  the  stranger  that  is  within  thy 
gates."  It  was  not  alleged  that  he  had  himself  performed 
any  labor  on  that  sacred  dav,  but  there  was  some  suspicion 
that  one  of  his  hired  men  might  have  done  some  work 
not  strictly  necessary.  For  this  and  similar  cases  the  com- 
mittee drew  up  a  form  of  confession,  in  which  the  accused 
aHirmed  his  fervid  patriotism  and  regretted  any  breach  ot 
the  fourteen  articles  he  might  possibly  have  been  guilty 
<^f.  Another  case  made  our  worthy  committee  nuu'e 
trouble.  Captain  S(domon  Cowles  and  Martha,  his  wife, 
were  complained  of  for  allowing  Seth  Bird  of  Litchfield 
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and  Daniel  Sheldon  of  Woodbnry  to  drink  India  tea  at 
their  tavern.  From  the  time  of  the  destruction  of  the  tea 
in  Boston  harbor  nothing  so  roused  the  wrath  of  the  pat- 
riots as  any  dalliance  with  this  forbidden  kixiiry.  Their 
wives,  who  had  patriotically  abstained  from  their  darlini;- 
beverage  and  looked  with  regretful  eyes  on  their  unused 
china,  could  not  endure  such  intemperance  as  this.  The 
guilty  parties  printed  their  humble  apology  in  TIic  Con- 
necticut Coiirant.  Seth  Bird  was  exceedingly  wroth,  and 
published  in  the  next  paper  his  version  of  the  affair,  this 
tempest  in  a  teapot,  as  it  seems  to  us.  Laying  all  the  blame 
on  the  landlady,  and  accusing  her  and  the  committee  of 
makino-  him  infamous.  It  was  the  old  storv  of  the  forbid- 
den  fruit  and  the  ignoble  reply,  "  The  woman  gave  me 
and  I  did  eat."    He  says  : 

"About  the  middle  of  the  month  of  March  last  past  I  called 
for  breakfast  at  Captain  Solomon  Cowles".  The  landlady  said  she 
would  get  some,  and  asked  what  would  suit,  and  added,  says  she, 
'I  suppose  you  don't  drink  tea.'  I  answered  that  I  had  not  prac- 
tised it,  to  be  sure,  since  ]\Iarch  came  in,  but  as  I  feel  this  morn- 
ing it  would  not  wrong  my  conscience  to  drink  a  dish  or  tw<>,  if  1 
could  come  at  it,  for  I  had  a  new  cold  by  riding  in  the  wet  the 
night  before  and  had  slept  very  little,  etc.  The  landlady  replied 
that  if  I  felt  unwell  she  supposed  she  might  get  me  sonic,  and 
accordingly  went  and  prepared  it,  and  I  drank  thereof." 

The  committee  do  not  seem  to  have  taken  any  notice 
of  ]\Ir.  Bird's  disrespectful  paper.  Litchfield  was  a  far 
cotmtry,  and,  like  the  immortal  Dogberry,  they  no  doubt 
thanked  God  they  were  well  rid  of  one  offender.  More 
seriotis  still  were  the  complaints  against  the  I'orics. 
Some  one  petitioned  that  Nehemiah  Ro\-cc.  "a  person 
politically  excommunicated."  be  prevented  froni  sending 
his  children  to  the  public  school.  The  committee  wisely 
declined  any  such  action,  and.  moret^vcr.  voted  tliat  the 
evidence  against  him  "  is  not  suflicieni  to  justify  the  com- 


mittee  in  advertising  said  Royce  in  the  gazette."  Every 
week  there  appeared  on  the  first  page  of  The  Couraiit,  in 
the  blackest  type  Mr.  Watson  possessed,  a  list 'of  enemies 
of  their  country,  and  confessions  from  parties  accused 
appeared  from  every  part  of  the  vState.  ^latthias  Leam- 
ing,  they  voted,  should  be  advertised  in  the  public  gazette 
"  for  a  contumacious  violation  of  the  whole  Association  of 
the  Continental  Congress,"  and  then  voted  to  defer  the 
execution  of  their  sentence.  By  the  middle  of  the  fol- 
lowing September  the  committee  had  had  enough  of  the 
business,  and  voted  "  to  request  a  dismission  from  the 
office,  it  beincc  too  burthensome  to  be  executed  bv  them 
for  a  longer  time."  A  ncAv  committee  was  appointed, 
who  passed  a  few  votes,  and  then  we  hear  no  more  of 
them.  There  were  more  important  matters  to  occupy  the 
public  mind.  The  persecution  of  Matthias  Leaming,  how^- 
ever,  was  not  yet  ended.  As  late  as  1783  his  petition  to 
the  General  Assembly  sets  forth  that,  being  involved  in 
debt,  he  had  conveyed  his  real  estate  to  a  brother  without 
his  knowledge  and  without  receiving  one  penny  in  con- 
sideration. Unfortunately  for  jNlatthias,  his  brother  joined 
the  enemy  in  New  York,  and  the  land,  being  found 
recorded  in  his  name,  was  confiscated. 

A  very  long  and  minute  report  by  the  legislative 
C(jmmittee  is  on  file,  in  which  they  decided  adversely. 
Three  years  later  another  l(»ng  memorial  met  the  same 
fate,  but  in  1787  the  Assembl)'  gave  him  /."80  in  treasury 
notes,  payable  on  the  ist  of  the  tiext  February.  Ik'fore 
that  day  the  treasury  was  viriually  bankrupt.  In  October, 
1788,  Governor  Tread  well  drew  up  another  inemorial.  and 
persuaded  Rev.  Timotliy  IMtkin,  Ci^l.  Noadiah  Hooker,  and 
twelve  others  of  the  most  prominent  men  of  the  village 
to  i)etition  the  Assembly  to  assist  him  iii  his  old  age  and 
distress.  No  miction  was  taken.  The  treasury 'was  power- 
less to  help.    No  doubt  the  Tories  were  treated  roughly. 
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Some  lost  their  lands  by  confiscation.  Some  were  hung. 
It  is  very  easy  to  sit  by  the  quiet  firesides  \yhich  the  valor 
of  patriotic  fathers  secured  us  and  coolly  moralize  on  their 
severity.  War  is  not  a  lovely  thing,  least  of  all,  civil  war.  ~ 
The  sight  of  neighbors  with  whom  we  were  wont  to  hold 
pleasant  converse  arrayed  against  us,  side  by  side  with 
hired  mercenaries  and  scalping  savages,  rouses  passions 
slumbering  deep  down  in  human  nature,  which  war 
always  has  and  al\va}'s  will  arouse,  moralize  as  we  will,  so 
long  as  warm  blood  hows  in  human  veins.  A  single  letter 
written  bv  Dr.  Timothv  Hosmer  of  this  villacre  to  Ensiorn 
x\mos  AVadsworth  July  30,  1775,  illustrates  the  spirit  of 
the  times,  and  is,  perhaps,  quite  enough  to  say  about 
Whig  and  Tory  hatred.    He  says  : 

"  The  first  act  I  shall  give  you  is  concerning  the  grand  Con- 
tinental Fast  as  conducted  by  that  great  friend  to  administration, 
the  Rev.  John  Smalley.  The  Sunday  before  the  Fast,  after  ser- 
vice, he  read  the  proclamation,  and  then  told  his  people  that  fast- 
ing and  prayer  were  no  doubt  a  Christian  duty,  and  that  they 
ought  in  times  of  trouble  to  set  apart  a  suitable  time  to  celebrate 
a  fast,  but  they  were  not  obliged  to  keep  the  day  by  that  procla- 
mation, as  they  (the  Congress)  had  no  power  to  command,  but 
only  to  recommend,  and  desired  they  would  speak  their  minds  by 
a  vote,  whether  they  would  keep  the  day.  The  vote  was  accord- 
ingly called  for.  and  it  appeared  to  be  a  scant  vote,  though  they 
met  on  the  Fast  day  and  he  preached  to  them.  We  look  upon  it 
as  implicitly  denying  all  authority  of  Congress.  It  hath  awakened 
his  best  friends  against  him.  E\en  Lieut.  Porter.  Mr.  Hull,  and 
John  Trcadwell  say  tliey  cannot  sec  any  excuse  for  him.  and  I 
believe  the  committee  will  take  up  the  matter  and  call  him  to 
answer  for  his  conduct.  There  hath  ha])pencd  a  terrible  rumpus 
at  Waterbury  with  the  Tories  there.  Capt.  Xieholl's  son.  Jt^siah. 
enlisted  under  Capt.  I'orter  in  (len.  Wooster's  rcgin\ent.  went 
down  to  New  York  with  the  regiment,  tarried  a  short  time,  ami 
deserted  .  .  .  came  home  and  ke[)t  a  litlle  luuler  covert.  l)ul 
goes  down  to  Savbrook  and  there  enlisted  w  ilh  «.'apl.  S1ii|.)ina:i 
.  .  .  .  got  his  bount>-  and  rnslied  otT  again.  Capt.  Sliipman 
cameiipatter  him    .    .    and  went  v.itli  sonic  [)ev>plc  ihey  had  got 


to  assist  them  to  Lemuel  Nidioll's,  where  they  supposed  he  was. 
Lemuel  forbade  their  coming  in,  and  presented  a  sword  and  told 
them  it  was  death  to  the  first  that  offered  to  enter,  but  one  young 
man  seized  the  sword  by  the  blade  and  wrenched  it  .out  of  his 
hands.  They  bound  him  and  made  a  search  through  the  house, 
but  could  find  nothing  of  Josiah.  The  Tories  all  mustered  to 
defend  him.  and  finally  got  Lemuel  from  them  and  he  and  Josiah 
pushed  off  where  they  cannot  be  fotmd.  This  ran  through  Thurs- 
day. The  Whigs  sent  over  to  Southington  for  help,  and  the  peo- 
ple almost  all  went  from  Southington  on  Friday.  They  took  Capt. 
Nicholls,  whom  they  found  on  his  belly  over  in  his  lot,  in  a  bunch 
of  alders,  carried  him  before  Esq.  Hopkins,  and  had  him  bound 

over  to  the  County  Court  at  New  Haven  They  had 

near  loo  Tories  collected  upon  the  occasion,  and  were  together  till 
ten  o'clock  Friday  night.  They  dispersed  and  there  was-nothing 
done  to  humble  them,  but  I  apprehend  the  next  opportunity  I 
have  to  write  I  shall  be  able  to  inform  you  that  Smalley  and  they, 
too.  will  be  handled." 

If  the  Rev.  Dr.  Smalley  of  New  Britain,  eminent 
divine  and  esteemed  pastor,  had  not  at  this  time  deter- 
mined which  cause  to  espouse,  there  was  no  doubt  in  the 
mind  of  the  pastor  of  the  church  in  Farmington,  the  Rev. 
Timothy  Pitkin.  His  pitlpit  rang  with  fervid  discourses 
on  liberty.  He  visited  his  parishioners  in  their  camp,  and 
wrote  them  letters  of  encouragement  and  sympathy.  To 
Amos  Wadsworth,  in  camp  at  Roxbury,  he  writes : 

"  These  wait  on  you  as  a  token  of  my  friendship.  Truly  I  feel 
for  my  native,  bleeding  country,  and  am  embarked  with  you  in 
one  common  cause.  .  .  ,  What  you  may  be  called  to  is 
unknown.  I  wish  you  may  fill  u])  your  new  department  with  wis- 
doni,  courage,  and  decorum.  ^ly  hope  is  yet  in  God,  the  Lord  of 
H(»sts  and  God  of  Armies." 

To  the  first  company  of  soldiers  marching  from  vSimsbury 
he  preached  a  farewell  sermon  from  the  words,  "  Play  the 
man  for  your  countr\'.  and  for  tlie  cities  of  your  (rod; 
and  the  Lord  do  that  wlrich  secmeth  Him  gc^cul." 

At  the  opening  of  the  war  there  stixnl  at  the  south- 
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west  corner  of  Main  street  and  tlie  Meadow  lane,  as  it  was 
called,  a  shop  where  Amos  and  Fenn  Wadsworth  adver- 
tised to  sell  drugs,  groceries,  etc.,  etc.  Amos, 'the  elder 
brother,  was  one  of  the  first  soldiers  to  march  to  Boston, 
and  it  is  from  his  extensive  correspondence,  together  with 
the  orderly-book  of  Roger  Hooker  and  the  diary  of  Dea- 
con Samuel  Richards,  that  most  of  our  knowledge  of 
Farniington  men  in  the  war  is  derived.  The  first  Farm- 
ington  company  commenced  its  march  on  the  i  Sth  of  ^lay, 
1775,  being  the  6th  company  of  General  Joseph  Spencer's 
regiment.  The  officers  were  Noadiah  Hooker,  Captain  : 
Peter  Ciirtiss  and  Joseph  Byington,  Lieutenants ;  Amos 
Wadsworth,  Ensign,  and  Roger  Hooker,  Orderh'-Ser- 
geant.  They  were  eight  days  on  their  march,  resting  one 
rainy  day  at  Thompson.  They  were  stationed  at  Rox- 
bury  and  there  remained  during  the  siege.  They  were 
therefore  at  a  distance  from  pjunker  Hill  and  took  no  part 
in  the  battle  of  June  I7tli.  Deacon  Richards,  however, 
gives  a  description  of  the  battle  as  he  saw  it  from  elevated 
ground  at  Roxbury.  With  the  exception  of  this  one  bat- 
tle, the  whole  army  was  kept  in  inglorious  inactivity  for 
want  of  powder,  seldom  returning  the  fire  from  the  bat- 
teries in  Boston.    Deacon  Richards  says  : 

''The  almost  constant  fire  of  the  enemy  produced  one  etlect  pro- 
bably not  contemplated  by  them:  it  hardened  our  soldiers  rapidh'  to 
stand  and  bear  fire.  When  their  balls  had  faHcn  and  became  still 
the  men  would  strive  to  be  the  first  lo  pick  them  up  to  carry  to  a 
sutler  to  exchang-e  f^.)r  spirits.  .Vt  one  time  they  came  near  ]xiy- 
ing  dear  for  their  temerity.  A  bomb  had  fallen  into  a  barn,  ar.il 
in  the  daytime  it  could  not  be  distino-uished  from  a  cannon  ball  in 
its  passage.  A  number  were  rushing  in  to  seize  it  when  it  bin>i 
and  shattered  the  barn  very  nuich,  but  without  injuring  any  one. 

 One  night  a  ball  passed  through  my  apartment  in 

the  barracks,  a  few  f(jet  over  me.  as  I  lay  in  my  berth.  Such 
things,  having  become  common,  we  thouglU  little  of  them." 
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The  troops  before  Boston  were  mostly  farmers,  each 
at  home  the  absohite  lord  of  his  broad  acres,  impatient  of 
military  discipline,  and  a  sore  trial  to  the  patience  of 
Washington.  Over  and  over  again  Orderly-Sergeant 
Roger  Hooker  records,  "  It  is  with  astonishment  the  Gen- 
eral finds,"  etc.,  etc.    On  the  4th  of  August  it  is 

"With  indignation  and  shame  the  General  observes  that,  not- 
withstanding the  repeated  orders  which  have  been  given  to  pre- 
vent the  firing  of  guns  in  and  about  the  camp  which  is  daily  prac- 
tised, that,  contrary  to  all  orders,  straggling  soldiers  do  still  pass 
the  guards  and  fire  at  a  distance  where  there  is  not  the  least 
probability  of  hurting  the  enemy,  and  where  there  is  no  end 
answered  but  to  waste  their  ammtmition  and  keep  their  own  camp 
in  a  continual  alarm,  to  the  hurt  and  detriment  of  every  good  sol- 
dier who  is  thereby  disturbed  of  his  natural  rest,  and  at  length 
will  never  be  able  to  distinguish  between  the  real  and  false 
alarm." 

Occasionally  the  men  were  allowed  to  gratify  their 
restlessness  in  certain  madcap  adventures.  On  the  12th 
of  June  Amos  Wadsworth  writes : 

"A  week  ago  last  Friday  about  one  hundred  of  our  men  went 
to  one  of  the  islands  to  assist  some  of  the  Whigs  in  getting  off 
their  families  and  effects.  They  brought  off  about  500  sheep, 
some  cattle  and  horses,  and  took  a  boat  belonging  to  one  of  the 
transport  ships  with  three  men  as  they  were  fishing  near  the  shore. 
They  secured  the  men  and  drew  out  the  boat  in  plain  sight  of  a 
man-of-war.  The  sliip  twice  manned  out  her  boats  and  set  off, 
but  put  back  with(nit  doing  anything  more.  Our  men  got  a  team 
and  cart,  hvaded  the  boat  into  the  cart,  hoisted  her  sails,  set  the 
two  commanding  officers  in  the  stern  of  the  boat,  and  the  three 
prisoners  rowing,  and  in  this  manner  drove  on  as  far  as  Cam- 
bridge, where  tliey  confined  thicir  prisoners  in  gaol  

Kight  of  our  company  ^vcre  in  the  expedition.  She  is  now  hiunched 
in  a  large  pond  about  100  rods  from  us,  very  con\'enient  for  us  to 
fish  and  sail  in." 

Amos  Wadsworth,  Roger  Hooker,  and  others  of  their 
company  were  in  tlie  somewhat  famous  boat  expedition  of 
July  nth.    Amos  writes: 
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"  It  was  necessary  for  us  to  take  the  night  for  the  business,  as 
we  had  several  ships  of  war  to  pass.  We  lay  till  after  sundown, 
and  then  manned  out  45  whale  boats  and  set  olf  for  Long  Island  in 
order  to  take  whatever  we  could  find  on  the  island.  About  11 
o'clock  arrived  at  the  island,  and  landed  without  opposition,  and 
drove  off  19  cattle,  about  100  sheep,  i  horse,  4  hogs.  The  island 
lies  between  the  lighthouse  and  Castle,  and,  we  supposed,  was 
guarded  by  a  party,  of  regulars.  The  island  is  about  one  and  one- 
half  miles  long,  and  one  large  house  on  it,  which  contained  con- 
siderable furniture,  which  we  carried  off  the  most  of  it.  "We  took 
19  prisoners  on  the  island,  two  of  whom  were  women,  one  a  young 
lady  a  native  of  Boston,  who,  the}'  said,  was  to  have  been  married 
to  the  captain  of  the  King's  store  ship  the  next  week.  The  miost 
of  the  prisoners,  we  suppose,  were  marines  and  sailors  sent  on 
shore  to  cut  hay  for  the  use  of  the  troops  in  Boston.  ^  . 
We  towed  the  cattle  near  two  miles  at  the  stern  of  the  boats  to 
another  island,  where  we  landed  them,  and  a  part  of  the  men 
drove  them  at  low  water  to  the  main  land.  There  were  7  ships 
lying  so  near  the  shore  that  we  could  hear  people  talk  on  board 
them,  though  not  distinctly,  and  see  the  ships  plain.  I  can  give 
no  reason  why  they  did  not  fire  on  us.  After  we  had  returned  as 
far  as  Dorchester  with  the  boats  the  prisoners  said  there  was 
something  of  value  left  in  the  house.  We  got  to  Dorchester 
Wednesday  morning  about  6  o'clock.  Ten  boats  were  manned  out 
with  fresh  hands  to  go  and  make  farther  search  and  burn  the  barn 
and  hay.  They  landed  in  the  daytime,  and  were  attacked  by  a 
number  of  the  King's  troops  in  a  boat  and  an  armed  scln-n^ner, 
which  fired  grape-shot  and  obliged  them  to  retreat  with  the  loss 
of  one  man.  However,  they  fired  the  house  and  barn  before  they 
left  the  island,  but  had  not  time  to  get  much  furniture  on  board, 
nor  was  there  much  for  them,  as  we  brought  off  all  the  beds, 
chairs,  tables,  a  considerable  quantity  of  wool,  cuj^board  furni- 
ture, etc." 

Amos  wrote  many  cntertainiric;'  letters  whieh  I  have 
no  time  to  quote  at  leno  th.  He  gave  to  liis  brother  l'\Min. 
who  kept  the  shop  in  his  ab.senee,  minute  direelions  i'ov 
preparing-  those  tremendous  medieal  eompoiinds  whieh 
\\'ere  supposed  to  suit  the  hardy  eonstitutions  of  (niranees- 
tors.    His  orders  alxnit  eh)lhin«'-  wouhl  horrifv  Ihv  trim 
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militia  man  of  our  time.  Every  man  in  the  army  dressed 
as  seemed  good  unto  himself.  There  were  no  uniforms. 
Deacon  Elijah  Porter,  Farmington's  first  librarian,  is  said, 
on  the  authority  of  another  deacon,  to  have  worn  his" 
weddinof  suit  to  the  war.  Orderlv-Sero'eant  Rosier  Hooker 
records  on  the  14th  of  June  : 

•'That  no  man  appear  for  any  duty,  except  fatigue,  with  long 
trousers,  or  without  stockings  and  shoes." 

After  Washington  took  command  the  orderly-book 
announces  that  the  officers 

"Be  distinguished  in  the  following  manner.  The  Com- 
mander-in-Chief with  a  light  blue  ribbon  worn  across  his  breast 
between  his  coat  and  vest.  The  ]Major  and  Brigadier- Generals 
with  a  pink  ribbon  in  the  same  manner,  and  the  Aids-de-Camp  by 
a  green  ribbon." 

Colonel  Fisher  Gay  writes,  February  26th : 

"  Was  Officer  of  the  Day.     .     .     .     27th,  returned  the  sash 
.    .    at  9  o'clock  and  made  report  to  Gen.  W^trd." 

This  sash  or  ribbon  seems  to  have  been  the  means  of 
distingtiishing  officers  from  privates.  On  the  4th  of  Sep- 
tember Lieut.  Wads  worth  was  on  the  point  of  joining- 
Arnold's  expedition  against  Quebec,  but  was  dissuaded  by 
his  friends.  Almost  the  next  we  hear  of  him  is  the 
account  of  his  funeral,  celebrated  with  much  military  dis- 
play on  the  30th  of  October,  the  day  after  his  death.  The 
procession  was  headed  by  an  advance  guard  of  twenty 
men  with  reversed  arms,  followed  by  the  vScrgeants  as 
bearers.  The  cfnTin  was  covered  witli  black  velvet  and 
bore  two  crossed  swords.  Then  followed  the  mourners, 
his  mother  and  brother,  tlic  regiment  under  arms,  and 
the  officers  of  the  other  regiments.  The  mu.sicians 
pkiycd  the  tnne,  "  Funeral  Thoughts."  and  at  the  end  of 
every  line  the  drums  beat  one  stroke.    The  march  was  a 
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mile  and  a  half  long,  and  during  the  last  half-mile  the 
Brookline  bell  tolled  constantly.  His  monunient  stands 
to-day  in  the  old  cemetery  of  Brookline.  His  brother 
Fenn  soon  entered  the  army,  and  was  for  several  years 
one  of  the  Committee  of  tiie  Pay  Table  in  Hartford.  He 
died  just  after  the  close  of  the  war,  and  a  monument  in 
Saratoga  marks  his  resting-place. 

From  this  point  our  sources  of  information  about 
Farmington  men  in  the  war  are  sadly  lessened.  The 
orderly-book  of  Roger  Hooker  closes  with  his  promotion 
to  be  Second  Lieutenant  under  Ebenezer  Sumner,  Cap- 
tain of  the  5th  Company  in  the  2 2d  Regiment,  which 
office  he  was  holding  as  early  as  December  i  ith.  On  the 
2d  of  February,  1 776,  begins  the  short  diary  of  Colonel 
Fisher  Gay.    He  says  : 

"Setoff  for  headquarters  to  join  the  army  under  command 
of  General  Washington  before  Boston,  and  arrived  at  Roxbnry 
the  6th  of  said  month.  Stationed  at  Roxbnry  with  the  regiment 
I  belonged  to,  and  quartered  at  Mr.  Wyman's  with  Col.  Wolcott 
and  Mr.  Perry.  Was  sent  for  by  General  Washington  to  wait  on 
his  Excellency  the  13th  of  said  month,  and  was  ordered  by  the 
General  to  go  to  Connecticut  to  purchase  all  the  gunpowder  I 
could.  Went  to  Providence,  and  from  thence  to  Gov.  Trumbull, 
where  I  obtained  2  tons  of  the  Governor,  and  then  to  New  Lon- 
don to  Mr.  T[homas]  ]\rumford,  and  obtained  of  him  an  order  on 
Messrs.  Clark  &  Xightingill,  merchants  in  Providence,  and  re- 
turned to  camp  the  19th,  and  made  report  to  the  General  to  his 
great  satisfaction. " 

On  Sunday,  March  17th,  he  writes: 

"Col.  W(^lc()tt  on  tlic  hill.  An  alarm  in  the  m()rning.  I 
ordered  the  regiment  to  meet  before -the  Colonel's  door  after 
prayers.  I  marched  them  o(f  with  Major  Chester.  Near  the 
alarm  post  found,  instead  of  going  to  action,  the  enemy  had  aban- 
doned Boston.  500  troops  immediately  ordered  to  march  into 
and  take  possession  of  the  fortifu  ations  in  IJoston.  Col.  Lamed, 
myself,  Majors  Sproatand  Chester,  with  a  nnmberof  other  officers 


and  troops,  marched  in  and  took  possession,  and  tarried  there  till 
the  19th  at  night,  then  returned  to  camp  at  Roxbury.  Never  peo- 
ple more  glad  at  the  departure  of  an  enemy  and  to  see  friends. " 

Deacon  Samuel  Richards  also  tells  of  the  entry  into 
Boston  in  his  "  Personal  Narrative."    He  says  : 

"  I  had  the  gratification  of  being  selected  to  carry  the  Ameri- 
can flag  at  the  head- of  the  column  which  entered  from  the  Rox- 
bury side.  When  arrived  in  the  town  numerous  incidents  crowded 
upon  our  view.  lean  particularize  but  few  of  them.  The  burst 
of  joy  shown  in  the  countenances  of  our  friends  so  long  shut  up 
and  domineered  over  by  an  insulting  enemy;  the  meeting  and 
mutual  salutations  of  parents  and  children,  and  other  members  of 
families,  having  been  separated  by  the  sudden  shutting  up  of  the 
town  after  the  battle  of  Lexington;  the  general  dilapidation  of 
the  houses,  several  churches  emptied  of  all  the  inside  work  and 
turned  into  riding-schools  for  the  cavalry;  all  the  places  which 
had  been  previously  used  for  public  resort  torn  to  pieces.  As  I 
was  the  bearer  of  the  flag,  I  attracted  some  attention  and  was 
constantly  pressed  with  invitations  to  '  call  in  and  take  a  glass  of 
wine  with  me.'  " 

On  the  day  before  the  evacuation  of  Boston  Governor 
Trumbull  closes  a  letter  with  the  exclamation : 

"Hitherto  the  Lord  hath  helped  us.  Although  they  came 
against  us  with  a  great  multitude  and  are  using  great  artifice,  yet 
let  our  eyes  be  on  the  Lord  of  Hosts  and  our  trust  in  Him." 

And  then  adds : 

"  P.  S.  This  moment  received  a  letter  from  headquarters 
requesting  me  to  throw  two  thousand  men  into  New  York  from 
the  frontiers  of  Connecticut  to  maintain  the  i)lace  imtil  the  Gen- 
eral can  arrive  with  the  army  under  his  command."  ^ 

In  respon.sc  thereto  the  Farminj^lon  soldiers  niarchcd 
l>y  way  of  Providence  to  New  London,  where  they  took 
."■Jiip,  and,  after  runnino^  upon  a  rock  in  Hell  (late,  finally 
reached  New  York  in  safety.  Here,  on  the  22d  of  AuL;iist, 
shortly  before  tlic  Americans  were  driven  from  the  cily, 


died  Colonel  Fisher  Gay.  A  not  very  well  authenticated 
tradition  affirms  that  he  was  buried  in  Trinity  Church- 
yard. 

With  Xew  York  in  possession  of  the  enemy,  the 
towns  on  the  coast  were  exposed  to  raid  by  the  British 
and  Tories.  This,  with  the  scarcity  of  provisions  in  Xew 
Haven,  caused  the  corporation  of  Yale  College  to  send 
the  freshman  class  to  Farmino-ton,  the  sophomore  and 
junior  classes  to  Glastonbury,  and  the  seniors  to  Wethers- 
field,  to  meet  at  these  respective  places  on  the  27th  of 
3klay,  1777.  Again  they  advertise  that  the  sophomore 
class  is  ordered  to  meet  at  Farmington  October  22,  1777  : 

"Where  provision  is  made  for  their  residence.  We  co\ild-wish 
to  have  found  suital^le  accommodations  for  the  senior  class,  and 
have  taken  great  pains  to  effect  it,  but  hitherto  without  success." 

Here  came  their  tutor,  the  Rev.  John  Lewis,  and  here  in 
the  old  cemetery  you  will  find  a  stone  recording  the  birth 
and  death  in  this  village  of  his  son,  John  Livy. 

After  the  surrender  of  I3u^goyne,  General  Gates 
ordered  the  captured  artillery  sent  to  Connecticut  for 
safety,  and  a  memorial  to  the  General  Assembly  states 
that  Colonel  Ichabod  Norton,  grandfather  of  the  late 
John  T.  Norton,  Esq.,  was  ordered 

"  To  take  the  command  of  a  company  and  proceed  to  Albany 
for  the  purpose  of  guarding  the  caimon  taken  from  Gen.  Bur- 
goync  the  last  campaign,  ordered  to  be  removed  to  said  Farm- 
ington." 

After  the  expedition  was  well  under  way  the  snow  disap- 
peared, and  the  men  were  a  fortniglit  dragging  tlie  hca\-y 
pieces  throtigh  the  mud.  They  were  finally  stored  in  the 
orchard  of  John  Mix,  where  thc\'  remained  a  considerable 
time. 

During-  the  remainder  of  tlie  war  the  I'armington 
soldiers  were  located  almost  exclnsively  in  the  Highlands 
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above  New  York.  Of  tlie  first  occupancy  of  West  Point, 
Deacon  Richards  says : 

"  I  being  at  the  time  senior  officer  of  the  regiment  present,  of 
course  led  on  the  regiment,  crossing  the  river  on  the  ice.  . 
Coming  on  to  the  small  plain  surrounded  by  the  mountains,  we 
found  it  covered  with  a  growth  of  yellow  pines  ten  or  fifteen  feet 
high;  no  house  or  improvement  on  it;  the  snow  waist  high.  We 
fell  to  lopping  down  the  tops  of  the  shrub  pines  and  treading 
down  the  snow,  spread  our  blankets,  and  lodged  in  that  condition 
the  first  and  second  nights." 

Concerning  this  same  affair  Deacon  Elijah  Porter  says  in 
his  journal: 

"When  Gen.  Putnam  was  ready  to  go  over  on  the  ice  he 
called  me  to  come  to  him.  He  then  loaded  me  with  tools  for 
building  huts,  and  took  a  heavy  load  himself,  and  bade  me  follDW 
him.  When  we  got  about  half  a  mile  on  the  ice,  he  went  on  some 
shelly  ice,  began  to  slip  about,  and  down  he  went  with  his  load  of 
tools  and  made  the  ice  crack  so  that  I  thought  he  would  go  down, 
but  the  ice  held  him  up,  and  I  sprang  round  and  picked  up  his 
tools  and  loaded  him  up  again.  We  went  on  and  arrived  safe  on 
the  point." 

Deacon  Porter  soon  returned  home  and  his  journal 
closes,  but  Deacon  Richards  remained  at  West  Point  and 
was  an  eye-witness  of  the  execution  of  Andre.  To 
Timothy  Hosmer,  formerly  the  village  doctor  of  Farm- 
ington,  and  now  army  surgeon,  was  assigned  the  duty  of 
laying  his  finger  on  Andre's  pulse  and  reporting  him 
dead. 

Deacon  Richards  was  at  West  Point  during  the  build- 
ing of  the  fortifications  the  subsequent  spring  under  the 
direction  of  Kosciusko.    He  says: 

"  I  was  quartered  a  considerable  time  with  him  in  the  s.\mr 
log  hut,  and  soon  discovered  in  him  an  elevation  (»f  mind  which 
gave  fair  promise  of  those  high  achievements  to  which  he  attained. 
His  manners  were  soft  and  ct.>nciliating  and  at  the  same  tin-.e 
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vated.  I  used  to  take  much  pleasure  in  accompanying  him  about 
with  his  theodolite,  measuring  the  heights  of  the  surrounding 
mountains.  He  was  very  ready  in  mathematics.  Our  family  now 
consisted  of  Brigadier-General  Parsons,  Doctor,  afterwards  Presi- 

ent  Dwight,  Kosciusko,  and  myself,  with  the  domestics  

When  the  weather  had  become  mild  and  pleasant  in  April,  I  went 
one  day  with  Dr.  Dwight  down  to  view  the  ruins  of  Fort  Mont- 
gomery, distant  about  eight  or  ten  miles.  There  was  a  pond  just 
north  of  the  fort,  where  we  found  the  British  had  thrown  in  the 
bodies  of  their  own  and  our  men  who  fell  in  the  assault  of  the 
fort." 

lie  closes  a  very  gruesome  account  of  the  spectacle  with 
the  exclamation : 

"Had  the  fort  held  out  a  little  longer,  I  very  probably  might 
have  lain  among  them." 

I  shall  close  this  rambling  paper  with  a  notice  of  a 
proposed  invasion  of  this  quiet  village,  a  bill  for  which 
actually  passed  the  Lower  House  of  the  General  Assembly 
near  the  close  of  the  war  in  1 78 1  : 

"Resolved  by  this  Assembly  that  considering  the  peculiar 
difficulty  that  many  of  the  members  of  this  Assembly  meet  with 
in  procuring  subsistence  for,  themselves  and  forage  for  their 
horses,  it  is  expedient  this  Assembly  be  adjourned  to  the  town  of 
Fannington  to  transact  and  complete  the  business  of  the  present 
session,  as  soon  as  proper  accommodations  can  be  made  and  that 
the  selectmen  of  said  town  be  desired  to  make  the  necessary  ])rc- 
paration  for  the  reception  of  the  Assembly  as  soon  as  possible. 
"  Passed  in  the  Lower  House, 

"Test,  John  Trf.adwki.i.,  Clerk.  P.  T."" 

The  reply  to  this  request  by  the  Selectmen  of  Farni- 
ington  was  as  follows : 

"To  the  Honorable  Lower  House  of  Assembly  now  sitting  in 
Ihii  tl'ord.  Being  desired  by  your  Hv)nors  to  make  inquiry  wliether 
the  General  Assembly  may  be  accommodated  in  their  pres*.  nt  ^e>- 
sions  in  tliis  town,  w  c  have  to  I'bserve  that  from  the  knowleily^- 
wc  have  of  the  ciicunistanees-  of  the  inhabitants,  we  arc  ut  the 


27 


opinion  that  should  the  Honorable  Assembly  signify  their  deter- 
mination to  adjourn  to  this  place,  the  members  might  be  conveni- 
ently, though  perhaps  not  elegantly  subsisted,  and  their  horses 
well  provided.  The  greatest  difficulty  will  be  to  provide  a  house 
in  which  it  would  be  convenient  to  transact  business.  The  Meet- 
ing House,  though  elegant  and  well  finished,  would  be  inconveni- 
ent for  want  of  a  fire  at  this  inclement  season.  The  dwelling 
house  of  Mr.  Asahel  Wadsworth,  situate  in  the  center  of  the  towm, 
may  be  obtained  for  the  purpose,  and  is  as  convenient  as  any  in 
the  town.  It  is  42  feet  in  length  and  about  22  in  breadth.  The 
rooms  on  the  low^er  fioor  finished,  and  one  of  them  may  w^ell 
accommodate  the  Honorable  Upper  House.  There  are  two  stacks 
of  chimnies,  one  at  each  end.  The  chambers  are  unfurnished,  the 
floor  laid  but  not  divided  into  several  apartments.  One  fire  place 
is  finished,  and  the  room,  if  proper  seats  were  made,  which  might 
soon  be  done,  would  be  large  enough  for  the  Lower  House.  The 
house  is  covered  with  jointed  boards  and  clapboards  upon  them, 
but  neither  ceiled  nor  plastered.  This  is  an  exact  description  of 
Mr.  Wadsw^orth's  house,  and  if  the  Honorable  Assembly  shall 
judge  it  will  answer  the  purpr^se,  upon  suitable  notice  might  be 
accommodated  and  other  preparation  made  in  a  short  time. 

"We  are,  with  sentiments  of  the  highest  esteem  and  regard, 
"Your  Honors'  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servants. 

"Farmington,  February  26,  1781. 

James  Judd,        \  Selectmen 
Isaac  Bidwell,  ]  of  Farmington. 

A  letter  from  Elijati  Hubbard  offering-  the  Assembly 
accommodations  at  Middletown  equally  magnificent  was 
also  sent. 

Time  fails  to  speak  of  the  after-life  of  these  worthy 
men,  of  William  Judd,  famous  in  the  j)()litical  history  of 
tile  vSlate  ;  of  [ohn  Trcadwell,  last  of  the  Puritan  r70ver- 
nors  of  ConnecLiciit :  of  vSamiiLd  Richards,  first  post- 
master of  Farmini;t(>u  ;  of  R(>_!^er  Hooker,  sittin*;-  of  a 
Slimmer  evening  under  his  noldc  elm  tree  and  delighting 
the  assembled  youth  of  the  village  with  tales  of  a  seafar- 
ing youth,  of  shipwi'cck,  and  of  his  long  service  in  the 
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Continental  army  ;  of  Timothy  Hosmer,  village  doctor, 
army  surgeon,  judge  of  Ontario  county,  New  York,  and 
pioneer  settler  of  that  western  wilderness ;  of  Noadiah 
Hooker,  honored  with  many  public  trusts,  and  finally,  as 
a  white-haired  old  man,  standing  on  the  hillside  above 
Whitehall  and  dropping  a  not  unmanly  tear  over  the 
graves  of  a  hund.red  of  his  soldiers  buried  by  him  during 
the  terrible  days  of  the  pestilence  at  Skenesborough  ;  of 
John  !Mix,  for  twenty-six  years  the  representative  of  this 
town  to  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State,  and  of  Tim- 
othy Pitkin,  welcoming  his  children  home  from  their  vic- 
torious struggle,  their  beloved  pastor  and  faithful  friend. 
There  were  other,  many  other,  worthy  men  of  whom  we 
would  know  more,  who  deserved  well  of  their  country. 
If  this  paper  shall  prompt  any  one  to  preserve  the  scanty 
memorials  of  them  which  still  exist,  my  labor  this  even- 
ing will  not  have  been  in  vain. 
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ADDRESS. 


Ladies  and  Gcntlcnioi  of  tJic  Village  Library  Coiupany  of 
Faruiington  : 

I  have  been  requested  to  speak  this  evening  of  the  old 
houses  of  Farming-ton  and  of  some  of  the  people  who 
lived  in  them.  If  my  paper  be  not  very  profound  with 
great  events  and  mueh  learning,  it  may  perhaps  -none  the 
less,  for  a  passing  hour,  revive  the  fast-fading  pieture  of 
our  ancestors,  their  virtues  and  their  foibles. 

In  the  winter  of  1639,  when  the  town  of  Hartford  had 
been  founded  three  and  one-half  years,  and  Windsor  and 
Wethersfield  about  the  same  time,  all  three  towns  began 
to  think  their  broad  acres  too  limited,  and  applied  to  the 
General  Court  "  for  some  enlarQfement  of  accommodation." 
A  committee  was  appointed  to  view,  the  valley  of  the 
Tunxis  and  report  on  the  20th  of  February,  but  Windsor 
was  busy  building  a  bridge  and  a  meeting  house,  and 
their  neighbors  of  Wethersfield  objected  to  the  wintry 
weather;  so  the  Court  added  to  the  committee  Capt.  John 
Mason,  who  had  recently  rid  the  colony  of  600  or  700 
l*c(|U()ts,  and  who  brought  the  Court  on  the  15th  of  June 
fuUiAving  to  order  the  Particular  Court  "  to  conclude  the 
auditions  for  the  planting  of  ^runxis." 

Imvc  years  thereafter,  in  16.45,  the  village  of  Tunxis 
•"^cpus.  literally  the  village  at  the  bend  of  the  little  river, 
became  by  legislative  enactuKMit  the  town  of  T'^armington. 

The  settlers  found  the  natural  features  of  the  place 
luuch  as  \\-c  see  them  to-dav.  To  the  cast  of  the  main 
street  their  lots  extended  to  the  mountain,  and  on  the 
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west  to  the  river,  beyond  which  fertile  meadows  spread 
away  to  the  western  hills,  undistigured  for  more  than  one 
hundred  years  by  divisional  fences,  a  broad  panorama  of 
waving-  grain  and  green  corn  fields. 

The  land  was  indeed  owned  in  severalty,  but  annually 
the  proprietors  voted  on  what  day  in  October  they  vv-ould 
use  it  for  pasturage,  and  on  what  day  in  April  all  must 
remove  their  flocks  and  herds.  Access  to  this  common 
field  was  through  the  North  I\Ieadow  Gate  just  west  of 
the  Catholic  church,  or  through  the  South  i\Ieadow  Gate 
near  the  Pequabuc  stone  bridge.  Along  the  main  street 
houses  began  to  rise,  log  huts  at  first,  each  provided  by 
law  with  a  ladder  reaching  to  the  ridge  to  be  examined 
every  six  months  by  the  chimney-viewers.  In  lyii  the 
town  granted  fourscore  acres  of  land  to  encourage  the 
erection  of  a  saw-mill,  but  long  before  this  time  frame 
houses  had  been  built,  the  sides  covered  with  short  clap- 
boards split  from  logs.  The  oldest  house  of  which  we 
know  the  date  of  erection  was  built  in  1700  by  John 
Clark  and  stood  until  1880  on  the  east  side  of  High  street, 
a  little  south  of  ^Irs.  Barney's.  It  had  a  leanto  roof,  the 
upper  story  much  projecting,  and  ornamented  with  con- 
spicuous pendants.  Another,  the  last  of  this  style,  but 
with  modern  coverinof,  still  stands  about  seventv-five  rcnls 
further  south.  Within,  a  huge  chimney  with  its  cn(>r- 
mous  fire-place  and  ovens,  filled  a  large  part  of  the  lower 
story,  barring  all  convenient  access  to  the  interior  of  the 
house  by  the  front  door.  r)Ut  this  sacred  portal  was  sel- 
dom used  except  for  weddings,  funerals,  and  days  of 
solemn  thanksgiving.  Later  on  appears  the  gambrel 
roof,  which  was  the  approved  style  until  the  time  of  the 
"Revolution,  and  which  is  even  now  being  revived  under 
the  name  of  the  Old  Colonial  style.  The  huge  chimney 
was  at  length  divided  into  two.  and  moved  out  (^f  the  way 
of  the  front  door,  which  now,  with  its  polished  brass 


knocker,  welcomed  the  approaching-  guest.  An  old  house 
was  seldom  pulled  down,  but,  moved  to  the  rear,  it  made 
a  kitchen  for  the  newer  structure,  so  that  in  time  the 
house  had  as  many  styles  of  architecture  and  dates  of 
erection  as  an  English  cathedral. 

As  we  first  come  in  sight  of  the  village,  looking  down 
upon  it  from  the  Hartford  road,  we  see  on  the  left  one  of 
our  oldest  houses  long  owned  by  Seth  North,  and  built 
by  his  father  Timothy  or  his  grandfather  Thomas.  Islv. 
North  did  not  take  kindly  to  Puritan  ways  and  never 
went  to  church,  and  so  was  universally  known  as  "  Sinner 
North."  By  the  children  he  was  pleased  to  be  addressed 
in  the  most  deferential  manner  as  "  Mr.  Sinner."  A  most 
excellent  authority,  writing  me  about  the  old-time  char- 
acter of  the  village,  mentioned  "  its  universally  genteel 
ways,  where  everybody  went  to  church  except  Sinner 
North."  He  was  otherwise  so  much  in  accordance  with 
modern  ideas,  that  as  he  drew  near  his  end,  he  ordered 
his  body  to  be  cremated,  the  place  a  lonely  spot  on  the 
mountain  between  two  rocks,  and  his  friend,  Adam  Stew- 
art, chief  cremator,  who  was  to  inherit  the  house  for  his 
kindly  services.  The  civil  authority,  however,  interposed 
and  insisted  on  giving  him  what  they  deemed  a  Christian 
burial,  but  Adam  vStewart  got  the  house  and  it  remained 
in  the  family  many  years.  Nearly  opposite  stood  in  Rev- 
ohitionary  days  the  tavern  of  Samuel  North,  Jr.  He,  too, 
tound  his  ways  at  variance  witli  public  opinion,  bought, 
as  he  states  it,  his  rum,  sugar,  tea,  etc.,  in  violation  of  the 
excise  laws,  in  foreign  parts,  sold  them  for  Continental 
money  whicli  proved  worthless,  and  then  was  arrested  on 
conipkiint  of  Thomas  Lewis  and  Deacon  I^ull  and  fined 
^loo,  the  General  Court  declininor  to  interfere.  A  little 
<^-ast  of  ^Ir.  North's  tavern  stood  the  liome  of  the  Bird 
family  from  whom  the  hill  derived  its  name.  Thc\-  have 
all  lonu"  a<'()  taken  their  (lioht  to  other  towns,  but  our  old- 
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est  men  can  easily  remember  the  old  house  and  the  tragic 
end  of  Noadiah  Bird,  one  of  the  last  of  the  family  who 
dwelt  there.  He  was  killed  by  an  escaped  lunatic  on  the 
night  of  Sunday,  May  15,  1825,  and  the  attempt  to  capture 
the  lunatic  resulted  in  the  death  of  still  another  citizen. 
Descending  the  hill  toward  the  west,  we  find  on  the  cor- 
ner where  the  road,  formerly  called  the  road  to  Simsbury, 
runs  northward,  an  old  house  once  the  home  of  Josiah 
North,  and  soon  after  his  death  in  1784,  passing  into  the 
hands  of  Capt.  Isaac  Buck,  who  there  lived  and  died  at  an 
advanced  ao^e.  But  we  must  not  lins^er  on  the  site  of  the 
numerous  houses  that  once  looked  over  the  valley  from 
this  hill,  only  at  the  foot  we  must  stay  a  moment,  though 
the  little  red  house  of  Gov.  Treadwell,  just  north  of  Poke 
brook  and  west  of  the  big  rock  can  only  be  remembered 
by  the  oldest  of  our  people.  Dr.  Porter  and  Professor 
Denison  Olmsted  have  both  written  worthy  memorials 
of  this  eminent  patriot,  scholar,  and  Christian,  but  any 
exhaustive  account  of  his  public  services  must  be  a  his- 
tory of  the  common  school  system  of  Connecticut,  of  the 
rise  of  foreign  missions,  and  of  much  of  the  political  his- 
tory of  the  State  in  the  days  of  the  Revolution. 

Crossing  the  brook  and  walking  on  the  line  of  the  old 
road  which  once  ran  where  the  south  gate  of  the  prem- 
ises of  Mr.  Barney  stands,  wo  come  upon  the  house  of 
Mr.  Elijah  L.  Lewis,  built  for  his  grandfather  Elijah  in 
1790,  the  family  living  while  it  was  building  in  an  old 
house  just  west.  Going  southerly  about  thirty  rods,  wc 
find  on  the  corner  next  south  f)f  the  North  school  house 
an  old  gambrel-roofed  building  with  the  end  t(nvards  the 
^street,  and,  in  some  far-otf  time,  painted  red.  In  175: 
it  was  the  property  of  Daniel  Curtis,  who,  twenty  years 
thereafter,  S(4(l  it  to  his  son  Gabriel,  who,  after  another 
twenty  years,  found  it  necessary  to  pay  Capt.  ludali 
Woodruff  for  new  windows  and  for  twcntv  davs'  labor  in 
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making  the  old  structure  habitable.  Gabriel  was  a  tanner 
and  shoemaker,  and  in  1812  sold  out  to  Frederick  Andrus 
of  the  same  trade,  removing  to  Burlington,  Vermont. 
The  old  house  now  became  the  noisy  abode  of  journey- 
men shoemakers  pounding  leather  under  the  direction  of 
Mr.  Andrus,  thereafter  known  as  Boss  Andrus.  He  died 
in  1845,  the  old  house  followed  the  usual  dreary 
fortunes  of  a  tenement  house  until,  in  1882,  we  find  it 
transformed  by  the  subtle  magic  of  a  genial  philanthropy, 
into  the  home  of  the  Tunxis  Library.  Entertaining 
books  fill  every  nook  and  corner,  and  antique  furniture 
ranged  around  the  vast  old-time  fireplace  welcome  readers 
young  and  old  to  a  free  and  healthful  entertainment. 

The  old  house  next  west,  in  1752  the  residence  of 
Daniel  Curtis,  became  thereafter  the  home  of  his  son 
Solomon  until  he  died  in  the  army  in  1776.  In  1822,  his 
heirs  sold  it  to  Frederick  Andrus.  The  brick  blacksmith 
shop  and  the  white  house  adjoining  were  built  soon  after 
1823  by  CharlevS  Frost.  The  land  on  which  the  house 
next  west  stands  was  successively  owned  by  the  families 
of  Norton,  Rew,  Judd,  North,  Smith,  Whitmore,  and 
1  )e\Voh'.  I  do  not  know  who  built  the  house.  The  Elm 
Tree  Inn,  where  Phinehas  Lewis  once  kept  a  famous  tav- 
ern in  revolutionary  days,  was  built  at  various  times. 

Just  across  the  line  on  what  was  once  the  garden  of 
Col.  Gay  and  of  three  generations  of  his  descendants, 
.stood  the  little  red  shop  now  removed  to  the  east  side  of 
the  Waterville  road  just  north  of  Poke  brook.  In  1795, 
<'«abriel  Curtis  pays  Capt.  Judah  Woodruff  thirteen  shil- 
iings  for  making  for  it  a  show  window  of  thirty-two 
shushes  (you  can  count  them  to-day  if  you  like)  for  his  vson 
I-ewis  Curtis.  Lewis  advertises  in  the  Coinccticiit  ioiirii/U 
under  date  of  1799, ''that  ho  still  continues  to  carry  on 
Uie  clock-niaking  business,  such  as  chime  clocks  tlrit  play 
'Munnber  of  different  tunes  and  clocks  that  exhibit  the 
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moon's  age,"  etc.,  etc.  A  few  steps  down  the  hill  west- 
ward bring  us  to  the  house  built  by  Col.  Fisher  Gay  in 
1766  and  1767,  as  appears  by  his  ledger  account  with 
Capt.  Woodruff.  Col.  Gay  died  early  in  the  war,  and 
some  account  of  his  public  services  can  be  found  in  H.  P. 
Johnston's  "  Yale  in  the  Revolution." 

Crossing  the  Waterville  road,  we  come  to  the  house 
opposite  the  Catholic  Church,  some  parts  of  which  are 
very  old,  the  upper  story  of  the  front,  however,  having 
been  built  by  the  late  Capt.  Pomeroy  Strong,  soon  after 
he  bought  the  place  in  1S02.  There  was,  as  early  as 
1645,  01^^  more  house  to  the  west,  and  then  came  the 
North  Meadow  gate. 

Returning;  now  to  the  main  street,  the  hig^hwav  com- 
mittee  in  1785  sold  to  Deacon  Samuel  Richards  a  strip 
out  of  the  center  of  the  highway,'  26  feet  wide,  where,  in 
the  year  following,  he  built  the  little  shop  in  which  traffic 
has  been  carried  on  successively  by  himself,  Horace  and 
Timothy  Cowles,  James  K  Camp,  William  Gay,  and  by 
his  son,  the  present  owner.  Crossing  the  trolley  track, 
we  come  upon  the  lot  on  which  Daniel  Curtis  and  his 
youngest  son,  Eleazer,  had  in  1783,  as  the  deed  reads, 
"  mutually  agreed  to  build  a  new  house,  ....  and 
have  large  provision  for  the  same."  As  they  held  it 
until  1794,  it  is  probable  that  the  present  edifice  was  built 
by  them.  The  next  house  south,  where  ]\lr.  Abner  Pid- 
well  lived  many  years,  was  built  by  Deacon  Samuel 
Richards  in  1792  as  he  records  in  his  diary. 

I  have  spoken  at  some  length  in  my  last  paper  of  this 
very  worthy  man  and  of  his  honorable  service  all  through 
.the  revolutiiniary  war.  He  was  a  Puritau  of  the  Puritans, 
of  the  strictest  integrity,  kindly  of  heart,  precise  in  man- 
ner, and  with  a  countenance  grave,  not  to  say  solemn,  as 
became  a  deacon  of  the  olden  time.  It  is  related  that  a 
small  boy  once  sent  to  his  store,  was  so  (>vcr[io\vcrc(l  by 


the  gravity  of  his  demeanor,  that  instead  of  asking  for  a 
pair  of  H  and  L  hinges,  he  demanded  of  the  horrified 
deacon  a  pair  of  archangels.  He  was  the  first  postmaster 
of  Farmington.  On  the  22d  of  July,  1799,  he  advertises  in 
the  Connecticut  Couraiif  : 

"Information.  A  post-office  is  established  at  Farmington  for 
public  accommodation.    Samuel  Richards,  D.  P.  Master." 

The  post-office  was  in  the  front  hall  of  his  house,  and  the 
half  dozen  letters  that  sometimes  accumulated  were 
fastened  against  the  wall  by  tapes  crossing  each  other  in 
a  diamond  pattern.  Five  years  later  he  records  in  his 
diary,  "  Kept  the  post-office,  the  proceeds  of  which  were 
forty  dollars,  the  one-half  of  which  I  gave  to  Horace 
Cowles  for  assisting  me."  The  year  after  he  obtained 
this  lucrative  office,  instead  of  recording  as  heretofore  the 
continuation  of  distress  in  my  temporal  concerns,"  he 
deplores  "  my  unthankfulness  to  God  for  his  great  good- 
ness to  me.    He  is  now  trying  me  by  prosperity." 

Immediately  to  the  south  stands  a  house  which,  before 
it  was  modernized  by  the  late  Wx.  Leonard  Winship,  I 
remember  as  an  old  red,  dilapidated  structure,  built  by  I 
know  not  whom.  During  the  Revolution  it  was  owned 
by  Nehemiah  Street,  who,  as  I  told  you  at  the  opening  of 
this  library,  was  fined  along  with  many  of  the  young- 
people  of  the  village,  because,  being  assembled  at  his 
house,  they  refused  to  disperse  until  after  nine  o'clock  at 
night.  ^Ir.  vStreet  was  frequently  in  similar  trouble  until 
disgusted  with  Puritan  ways,  he  converted  his  goods 
into  money  and  sought  the  freedom  of  the  far  West. 
Poor  Nehemiah  !  He  soon  found  something  worse  than 
New  England  justice.  Having  invested  his  money  in  a 
drove  of  cattle,  he  sold  them  at  Niagara  P"'alls  for  six  hun- 
dred pounds  and  fell  in  with  a  certain  James  Gale  of 
Goshen,  N.  Y.,  who  during  the  war  commanded  a  phuuler- 
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ing  party  on  Long-  Island.  This  treaclierons  companion 
followed  him  from  Niagara,  and  watching  his  opportunity 
while  Mr.  Street  was  bending  over  a  spring  of  water  by 
the  roadside,  struck  him  from  behind  with  a  tomahawk, 
and  all  the  troubles  of  Nehemiah  Avere  ended. 

The  land  to  the  south  once  belonged  to  Rev.  Samuel 
Hooker  and  remained  in  the  family  for  four  generations. 
Here  stands  the  house  where  Major  Hooker  lived  and 
died,  and  where,  under  a  great  elm  tree  in  front,  most 
genial  of  story-tellers,  he  was  wont  to  sit  of  a  summer 
evening  and  entertain  his  youthful  friends.  On  this 
locality  lived  his  father,  Roger,  and  his  grandfather,  John. 
The  latter  was  an  assistant,  a  judge  of  the  Superior  Court 
and  a  man  of  note  in  the  colony.  Deacon  Edward  Hooker 
states  that  John  Hooker  and  the  Rev.  Samuel  Whitman 
were  the  only  men  in  town  that  were  saluted  with  the 
title  of  'Sir.  Others  were  known  as  Goodman  or  Gaffer. 
^Ir.  Whitman,  the  minister,  he  says,  would  always  wait 
on  the  meeting-house  steps  for  ^vlr.  Hooker  to  come  up 
and  enter  the  house  with  him  on  Sabbath  morning  and 
share  with  him  the  respectful  salutation  of  the  people. 

Passing  over  the  site  where  once  stood  the  store  of 
Samuel  Smith,  we  come  to  the  brick  buildins:  erected  in 
1 791  by  Reuben  S.  Norton  for  a  store,  and  which  has 
since  been  used  for  divers  purposes  —  store,  tailor's  shop, 
tenement  house,  post-office,  church,  groggery,  and  now, 
much  enlarged,  for  a  savings  bank.  \Vherc  my  house 
stands,  there  stood,  tmtil  I  removed  it  in  1872,  the  very 
old  house  of  Solomon  Whitman.  At  the  northeast  corner 
was  a  s(iuare  addition  in  which  Miss  Nancy  Whitman 
presided  over  the  post-oftice.  I  remember  calling  on  the 
way  from  school  and  .seeing  through  the  small  delivery 
window  a  huge  dining-table  covered  with  methodically- 
arranged  letters  and  papers,  and  Miss  Nancy,  with  g(>l(l- 
rimmed  spectacles,  bending  over  them.    I^y  this  little 
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window,  on  a  high  shelf,  to  be  out  of  reach  of  mischievous 
boys,  stood  a  big  dinner  bell  to  call  the  postmistress,  when 
necessary,  from  regions  remote.  Sometimes  an  advent- 
urous youth,-  by  climbing  on  the  back  of  a  comrade,  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  hold  of  the  bell,  but  I  never  knew  the 
same  boy  to  repeat  the  oifense.  The  next  buildings  are 
modern,  so  let  us  hurry  on  past  the  drug  store  built  some- 
where between  1813  and  1818  by  P^lijah  and  Gad  Cowles, 
and  past  the  brick  schoolhouse  of  Miss  Porter,  built  by 
Major  Cowles  as  a  hotel  to  accommodate  the  vast  con- 
course of  travelers  about  to  come  to  the  village  by  the 
Farmington  canal.  Next  comes  a  house  built  by  Capt. 
Judah  Woodruff  for  Thomas  Hart  Hooker  in  1768,  and 
very  soon  passing  with  the  mill  property  into  the  posses- 
sion of  the  Demings.  It  was  said  during  the  days  of 
fugitive  slave  laws  to  have  been  an  important  station  on 
the  underground  railroad.  It  is  best  known  to  most  of  us 
as  the  residence  of  the  late  Samuel  Deming,  Esq.,  for 
many  years  a  trial  justice  of  the  town,  who  fearlessly 
executed  the  law,  whether  his  barns  were  burned,  or 
whatever  happened.  We  did  not  suffer  from  that  curse 
of  society,  a  lax  administration  of  justice.  The  house 
next  north  of  the  post-office,  now  owmed  by  ^Mr.  Chauncey 
Deming,  is  said  by  the  historian  of  the  "  Hart  Family  "  to 
have  belonged  to  Deacon  John  Hart,  son  of  Capt.  Jc^hn, 
and  if  so,  must  be  about  150  years  old.  The  land  was 
in  the  Hart  family  for  five  generations.  Near  the  site 
of  the  post-office  stood  the  house  of  Sergeant  John  Hart, 
son  of  Deacon  Stephen,  the  immigrant,  in  which  he 
with  his  family  were  burned  on  tlie  night  of  Saturday, 
December  15,  1666,  eight  persons  in  all,  only  one  son, 
afterward  known  as  Capt.  John,  escaped,  he  being  ab- 
sent at  their  farm  in  N(xl,  now  Avon.  From  this  ]-)o\nt 
southward  to  the  road  down  to  the  new  cemetLTv.  all 
tile  liou.ses  were  destroyed  by  the  great  fire  of  July  21, 
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1864,  including  the  long-  yellow  house,  just  north  of  the 
present  parsonage,  which  was  the  home  of  Rev.  Timothy 
Pitkin  during  his  sixty  years'  residence  in  our  village. 
In  my  last  paper  I  spoke  of  him  as  a  patriot  in  the  War  of 
Independence.  Of  his  high  character  and  fervid  elo- 
quence as  pastor  and  preacher,  we  have  the  testimony  of 
Dr.  Porter  in  his  "  Half-Century  Discourse."  Professor 
Olmsted  says  of  him  :  "  Do  you  not  see  him  coming  in  at 
yonder  door,  habited  in  his  flowing  blue  cloak,  with  his 
snow-white  wig  and  tri-cornered  hat  of  the  olden  time  ? 
Do  you  not  see  him  wending  his  way  through  the  aisle  to 
the  pulpit,  bowing  on  either  side  with  the  dignity  and 
grace  of  the  old  nobility  of  Connecticut?"  Immediately 
south  of  the  road  to  the  new  cemetery  stands  the  brick 
house  built  by  Dr.  Porter  in  1808,  the  year  of  his  mar- 
riage. We  need  not  linger  in  our' hasty  progress  to  speak 
of  the  manifold  virtues  of  one  too  well  known  to  us  all, 
and  personally  to  many  of  us  to  need  any  eulogies  here. 
The  next  house,  now  the  residence  of  Mr.  Rowe,  was 
built  by  the  Rev.  Joseph  Washburn  on  a  lot  purchased 
by  him  for  that  purpose  in  1 796.  This  healer  of  dissen- 
sions and  much-loved  pastor,  after  a  settlement  of  eleven 
years,  while  seeking  a  mild  southern  climate  in  his  failing 
health,  died  on  the  voyage  on  Christmas  day,  1805,  ^'^^^ 
was  buried  at  sea.  A  few  years  later  his  house  became 
the  iiome  of  this  library  under  the  care  of  Deacon  Elijah 
Porter.  The  large  brick  house  on  the  top  of  the  hill, 
with  its  imposing  Roman  facade  looking  southward,  was 
built  by  Cicn.  Ceorgc  Cowlcs.  The  house  on  the  corner, 
long  the  residence  of  Zenas  Cowlcs,  and  now  owned  b\ 
Lieut.-Commandcr  Cowlcs  of  the  U.  S.  Navy,  of  a  style 
of  architecture  much  superior  to  all  houses  of  the  vil- 
lage of  that  time  and  perhaps  of  any  time,  is  said  t(» 
have  been  designed  by  an  officer  of  lUirgovnc's  armv  sent 
here  as  a  prisoner  of  war.    The  house  next  north  of  it 


was  bought  by  the  late  Richard  Cowles  in  1810,  and  must 
have  been  built  by  its  foiTner  owner  and  occupant,  Coral 
Case,  or  by  his  father,  John  Case. 

But  it  is  high  time  that  we  crossed  the  street  and  com- 
menced our  return.  Nearly  opposite  the  last-mentioned 
house  stood  the  dwelling  of  the  Rev.  Samuel  Hooker, 
second  minister  of  Farmington,  of  whom  I  have  formerly 
spoken.  On  this  site,  and  probably  in  the  same  house, 
lived  Roger  Newton,  his  brother-in-law  and  the  first 
pastor  of  this  church.  On  the  13th  of  October,  1652,  he 
stood  up  with  six  other  Christian  men,  and  they  known 
in  New  England  phraseology  as  the  "  Seven  Pillars  of 
the  Church,"  seeking  no  authority  from  any  intermediary' 
church,  consociation,  bishop,  priest,  or  earthly  hierarch, 
but  deriving  their  powers  from  the  Word  of  God  alone, 
as  they  understood  it,  declared  themselves  to  be  the  First 
Church  of  Christ  in  Farmington.  Probably  during  the 
pastorate  of  Mr.  Newton  there  was  no  meeting-house. 
The  Fast  Day  service  of  December,  1666,  we  know  was 
held  at  the  house  of  Sergeant  John  Hart,  two  days  before 
the  fire,  and  there  is  a  carefully  transmitted  tradition, 
that  the  services  of  the  Sabbath  were  held  on  the  west 
side  of  the  main  street  a  little  south  of  the  Meadow  Lane, 
and,  therefore,  probably  at  the  house  owned  by  ^Irs. 
Sarah  Wilson,  sister  of  Rev.  Samuel  Hooker,  where  now 
stands  the  house  of  T.  H.  and  L.  C.  Root.  We  hear  of 
no  meeting-house  until  1672,  when  the  record  called  the 
New  Book  begins,  the  "  ould  book  "  having  been  worn 
out  and  lost,  and  with  it  all  account  of  the  erection  of  tlie 
llrst  house.  In  September,  1057,  ^Ir.  Newton  was  dis- 
missed from  this  church  and  went  to  Boston  to  take  ship 
for  England.  What  befel  him  by  the  way  is  narrated  by 
John  Hull,  mint-master  of  Boston,  lie  who  coined  the 
famous  pine-tree  sliillings.  After  waiting  on  shipboard 
at  Nantasket   Roads  six  or  ei<^ht  davs  for  a  favorable 


wind,  the  commissioners  of  the  colonies  and  the  Rev. 
John  Norton  sent  for  him,  desiring  a  conference  before 
his  departure.  The  captain  of  the  vessel  and  his  associ- 
ates, of  a  race  always  superstitious,  thinking  this  divine 
another  Jonah  and  the  cause  of  their  detention,  hurried 
him  on  shore,  and,  the  wind  immediately  turning  fair, 
sailed  on  their  way  without  him.  He  remained  in  Boston 
several  weeks,  preaching  for  Rev.  John  Norton  on  the 
i/th  of  October.  After  this  date,  we  lose  sight  of  him 
until  his  settlement  in  [Milford  on  the  22d  of  August,  1660. 

Crossing  the  road  formerly  known  as  "  the  highway 
leading  to  the  old  mill  place,"  and  a  century  later  as 
"  Hatter's  Lane,"  we  come  to  the  house  next  south  of  the 
old  cemetery,  owned  and  probably  built  by  John  ^lix. 
He  was  commonly  known  as  Squire  Mix,  a  graduate  of 
Yale,  an  officer  of  the  Revolution,  ten  years  Judge  of 
Probate,  thirty-two  years  town  clerk,  and  twenty-six  years 
a  representative  to  the  General  Assembly.  He  was,  as  I 
am  told  by  those  who  knew  him  well,  tall  in  stature, 
dressed  as  a  gentleman  of  the  time,  with  silver  knee- 
buckles,  formal  in  manner,  of  quick  temper,  punctilious, 
very  hospitable,  a  good  neighbor,  a  member  of  no  church, 
and  bound  by  no  creed,  and  in  politics  a  federalist.  In 
his  latter  days,  when  old  age  and  total  blindness  shut  him 
out  from  the  busy  world,  when  the  political  party  of  his 
active  days  had  passed  away,  and  new  men  who  hated  the 
names  of  Washington  and  Hamilton  fdlcd  all  the  old 
familiar  places  in  the  town,  the  Slate,  and  the  nation,  lie 
is  said  to  have  sometimes  longed  for  a  judicious  use  of 
tlie  thunderbolts  of  the  Almiglitv.  Here,  too,  f(^r  much 
of  his  life  lived  his  son  Ebenezer  ^lix,  universally  knc»\vn 
as  Captain  Eb.,  who  made  voyages  to  China  and  brought 
back  to  the  merchant  princes  of  the  town,  tea,  spices, 
silks,  china  tea-sets,  marked  with  the  names  of  we.iltliy 
purchasers,  and  all  the  luxuries  of  the  Orient. 
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Passing  the  house  adjoining  the  burying-ground  on 
the  north,  the  home  of  this  library  and  of  Deacon  Elijah 
Porter  until  his  marriage  in  1812,  we  come  to  the  house 
built  by  ^Ir.  Asahel  Wadsworth,  and  which  was  reported 
unfinished  in  1781  when  the  General  Assembly,  dissatis- 
fied with  its  treatment  by  the  inn-keepers  of  Hartford, 
proposed  to  finish  their  winter  session  elsewhere,  and  re- 
quested the  selectmen  of  Farmington  to  report  what 
accommodation  could  be  obtained  here.  The  next  house, 
from  which  the  stage  coach  goes  its  daily  rounds,  was 
once  the  residence  of  ^tr.  Asa  Andrews,  and  after  1826,  of 
his  son-in-law,  the  late  Deacon  Simeon  Hart.  In  the 
brick  shop  next  north,  ^Ir,  Andrews  made  japanned  tin 
ware.  He  was  the  maker  of  those  chandeliers,  com- 
pounds of  wood  and  tin,  that  long  hung  from  the  meeting- 
house ceiling.  Crossing  the  street  formerly  known  as  the 
Ivittle  Back  Lane,  we  come  to  the  house  built  by  Asa 
Andrews  on  land  bought  in  1804,  and  where  Deacon  Sim- 
eon Hart  for  many  years  kept  his  well-known  school. 
About  twenty  rods  south,  on  the  east  side  of  that  street, 
we  come  to  the  gambrel-roofed  house  built  by  Hon. 
Timothy  Pitkin,  LL.D.,  on  a  lot  bought  by  him  in  178S. 
He  was  a  son  of  the  Rev.  Timothy  Pitkin,  a  graduate  of 
Vale,  a  lawyer  by  profession,  five  times  speaker  of  the 
Legislature,  a  member  of  Congress  from  1806  to  1820, 
and  the  author  of  a  "  Political  and  Civil  History  of  the 
Lnitcd  States,"  of  great  value  as  a  book  of  reference. 
Next  south  is  the  o:ambrel-roofed  house  formerlv  the 
home  of  Capt.  Selah  Porter,  and  immediately  beyond  this 
once  stood  the  house  of  Deacon  ^lartin  lUill  and  ut  his 
fatlicr  before  him. 

Returning  to  the  late  residence  of  Deacon  Simeon 
Hart,  and  crossing  the  now  vacant  lot  where  once  llonr- 
i-^licd  the  famous  inn  of  .Vmos  Ccnvlcs,  we  reach  the  house 
\\'ith  Ionic  columns  built  by  the  late  ^hijor  Tiniothx' 
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Cowles.  Chauncey  Jerome,  in  his  History  of  the  Amer- 
ican Clock  Business,"  says,  under  date  of  1815  : 

"Imovedto  the  town  of  Farmington  .....  and  went 
to  work  forCapt.  Selah  Porter  for  twenty  dollars  per  month.  Wc 
built  a  house  for  ]\[ajor  Timothy  Cowles,  which  was  then  the  best 
one  in  Farmington." 

The  meetinof-house  next  on  our  wav  need  not  detain  us. 
He  who  would  attempt  to  add  to  the  graphic  and  exhaust- 
ive history  by  President  Porter  Avould  be  presumpiuous 
indeed.  The  next  house  of  brick  was  built  by  Gad 
Cowles  within  the  century,  and  the  three-story  house  of 
■  Dr.  Wheeler  on  the  corner,  by  Jonathan  Cowles  in  1799. 

Crossing  the  road  up  the  mountain,  we  find-on-  the 
corner  the  square  house  with  the  pyramidal  roof  and  the 
chimney  in  the  center  owned  and  occupied  by  the  Rev. 
Samuel  Whitman  during  his  ministry.  Parts,  if  not  the 
whole,  of  the  building  are  much  older  than  its  well-pre- 
served walls  would  indicate.  Tradition  says  the  kitchen 
was  built  out  of  the  remains  of  the  old  meeting-house, 
and  the  Rev.  William  S.  Porter,  who  knew  more  about 
the  history  of  the  town  than  any  man  who  has  ever  lived 
or  is  likely  to  live,  says  that  the  house,  probably  the  front, 
was  built  by  Cuff  Freeman,  a  colored  man  of  considerable 
wealth,  of  course  after  the  death  of  Islx.  Whitman. 

Leavins:  the  main  street  and  ascendinof  the  hill  to  the 
east,  we  come  at  the  dividing  line  between  the  grounds 
aboitt  ^liss  Porter's  schoolhouse  and  the  late  residence  d 
Rev.  T.  K.  Fessenden  to  the  site  of  the  house  of  Col. 
Noadiah  Hooker,  known  as  the  "Old  Red  College"  dur- 
ing the  days  when  his  son.  Deacon  Edward,  there  fitU  il 
Southern  young  men  for  college.  Commander  lulward 
Hooker  of  the  United  States  Xavy  sends  me  a  plan  of  thr 
old  house,  which  he  of  course  well  remembers.  He  says, 
"the  part  marked  kitchen  was  lloored  with  snunith,  llat 
mountain  stones,  and  had  a  big  dt)or  at  the  eastern  end. 
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and  originally  at  each  end,  and  my  father  used  to  say  that 
when  his  father  was  a  boy,  they  used  to  drive  a  yoke  of 
oxen  with  a  sled  load  of  wood  into  one  door  and  up  to  the 
big  fireplace,  ■  then  unload  the  wood  upon  the  fire  and 
drive  the  team  out  of  the  other  door."  Of  the  building 
of  the  house  on  the  corner  eastward,  we  have  the  most 
minute  account  from  the  time  when  in  January,  1 8 1 1 , 
Capt.  Luther  Seymour  drew  the  plan  to  the  25th  of  ^lay, 
1812,  when  Deacon  Hooker  took  possession  with  his 
youthful  bride.  We  even  know  the  long  list  of  those 
who  helped  raise  the  frame  and  of  those  who  came  too 
late  for  the  raising  but  in  time  for  the  refreshments. 

But  we  must  hurry  back  to  the  main  street,  lest  with 
the  rich  materials  at  hand  for  an  account  of  this  most 
interesting  man,  we  detain  you  beyond  all  proper  bounds. 
The  next  old  house  to  the  north,  .the  home  of  Col.  Martin 
Cowles,  was  built  and  occupied  by  John  Porter  in  1784. 
Opposite  the  Savings  Bank,  the  south  part  of  the  long 
house  once  the  residence  of  Reuben  S.  Norton,  merchant, 
was  built  by  his  grandfather,  Thomas  Smith,  Sen.,  and 
the  north  third,  by  Deacon  Thomas  Smith,  son  of  the 
latter.  The  next  house,  long  the  residence  of  Horace 
Cowler,  Esq.,  was  built  by  Samuel  Smith,  brother  of  the 
Deacon,  in  1769,  and  is  a  good  specimen  of  the  style  of 
houses  erected  by  Capt.  Judah  Woodruff.  The  next  old 
house,  with  the  high  brick  basement,  was  built  about 
1797  by  Capt.  Luther  Seymour,  cabinet-maker  and  house- 
builder.  ]\Iany  choice  pieces  of  old  furniture  in  town, 
much  prized  by  relic-hunters,  were  the  work  of  his  hand, 
but  a  large  part  of  his  work,  thickly  studded  with  brass 
nail  heads,  as  was  the  fashion  of  the  time,  has  been  for- 
•ever  hidden  from  sight  under  the  sods  of  the  old  burying- 
ground.  Capt.  Seymour  was  also  librarian  of  one  of  the 
several  libraries  which  divided  the  literary  patronage  of 
the  village.  The  next  house  on  a  slight  elevation  stands 
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on  a  lot  bought  in  1769  by  John  Thomson,  third  in  descent 
of  that  name,  conspicuous  about  town  with  his  leathern 
jacket  and  his  pronounced  opinions  on  Continental  paper 
money.  Here  lived  three  generations  of  his  descendants. 
Passing  the  house  owned  by  Dr.  Thomson,  and  before 
him  by  Mr.  James  K.  Camp,  and  two  other  buildings,  we 
come  to  a  house  built  or  largely  renewed  in  1808  by 
Nathaniel  Olmsted,  goldsmith  and  clockmaker.  Here 
for  twenty  years  were  made  the  tall  clocks  bearing  his 
name,  which  still  correctly  measure  time  with  their  sol- 
emn beat.  He  removed  to  New  Haven  to  be  near  his 
brother,  Professor  Denison  Olmsted,  and  there  died  in 
i860,  most  genial  and  loveable  of  men.  His  funeral  dis- 
course was  from  the  words, Behold  an  Israelite  indeed  in 
whom  is  no  guile."  We  will  halt  under  the  big  elm  tree, 
which  overhangs  the  little  house  where  Manin  Curtis 
spent  his  life,  long  enough  to  say  that  his  father,  Sylvanus 
Curtis,  in  company  with  Phinehas  Lewis  in  1762,  the  year 
when  Sylvanus  was  married,  brought  home  from  a  swamp 
three  elm  trees.  One  was  planted  back  of  the  Elm  Tree 
Inn,  one  in  front  of  the  house  of  ]\Ir.  Curtis,  and  the  third 
failed  to  live.  The  big  elm  tree  is,  therefore,  133  years 
old.  On  the  corner  eastward  stands  the  house,  much 
improved  of  late,  built  in  1786  and  1787  by  Capt.  Jiidah 
Woodruff  for  ^lajor  Peter  Curtiss,  an  officer  in  the  Rev- 
olutionary War,  who  removed  to  Granby  in  1790,  and 
was  the  first  keeper  of  the  reconstructed  Newgate  prist^n. 
leaving  it  in  1796  in  declining  health,  and  dying  in  1707. 
Omitting  the  other  houses  on  the  west  side  of  High  street, 
for  want  of  time  and  inforniation,  we  come  to  the  house 
lately  owned  by  Selah  Westcott,  built  by  Major  Samuel 
Dickinson  on  a  lot  bought  by  him  in  1813.  ^lajor  Dick- 
inson was  a  house-builder,  and  when  the  Farmingtor. 
canal  was  opened,  he  commanded  the  first  packet  boat 
which  sailed  southward  from  our  wharves  on  the  lolh  ol 
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November,  1828,  on  which  a  six-year-old  boy,  afterward  a 
gallant  U.  S.  naval  officer  in  the  late  war,  made  his  first 
voyage,  sailing  as  far  south  as  the  old  South  'Basin.  He 
writes  me :  "  Long  live  the  memory  of  the  old  '  James  Hill- 
house,'  and  her  jolly  Captain  Dickinson,  who  was  not  only 
a  royal  canal  boat  captain,  but  a  famous  builder,  whose 
work  still  stands  before  you  in  the  '  Old  Red  Bridge,'  one 
of  the  best  and  most  substantially  built  bridges  of  Con- 
necticut." On  the  northeast  corner  of  the  intersection  of 
High  street  with  the  road  to  New  Britain,  long  stood  the 
house  of  Capt.  Joseph  Porter,  one  of  the  three  houses  on 
the  east  side  of  High  street,  with  much  projecting  upper 
stories  and  conspicuous  pendants,  built  about  1700.  This 
was  moved  some  rods  up  the  hill  when  Mr.  Franklin 
Woodford  built  his  new  house,  and  was  burned  on  the 
evening  of  January  15,  1886.  So  there  remains  but  one  of 
the  three  houses,  the  one  bought  by  Rev.  Samuel  Whit- 
man for  his  son,  Elnathan,  in  1735,  and  is  the  same  house 
sold  by  John  Stanley,  Sen.,  to  Capt.  Ebenezer  vSteel  in 
1720.  Descending  to  the  low  ground  on  the  north  and 
rising  again,  we  come  to  the  gambrel-roofed  house  where 
lived  Dr.  Eli  Todd  from  1798  until  his  removal  to  Hart- 
ford in  1 819.  Of  this  eminent  man  you  will  find  appreci- 
ative notices  in  the  two  addresses  of  President  Porter  and 
in  the  article  on  the  Connecticut  Retreat  for  the  Insane 
by  Dr.  Stearns  in  the  Memorial  History  of  Hartford 
County.  He  will  probably  be  longest  remembered  as  the 
first  superintendent  of  the  Connecticut  Retreat  for  the 
Insane  in  Hartford,  wliere  his  system  of  minimum  re- 
straint and  kind  treatment  opened  a  new  era  fi)r  suffering 
humanity.  At  the  northern  end  of  High  street,  facing 
the  road  to  the  river,  we  make  our  kist  stop  at  the  house 
of  Mrs.  Barney,  built  by  Capt.  Judah  WoodrutY  about 
1805  for  Phinehas  Lewis.  Between  this  lunise  and  the 
place  from  which  we  set  out,  there  stands  no  house,  old  or 
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new,  to  detain  us  longer.  Thanking  you  for  the  patience 
with  which  you  have  endured  our  long  walk  through  the 
village  streets,  I  am  reminded  that  it  is  time  we  parted 
company  with  the  old  worthies  whom  we  have  called  up 
before  us  for  the  entertainment  of  an  idle  hour,  remem- 
bering that  in  times  gone  by  they  were  wont  to  hale 
before  his  Excellency  the  Governor  such  as,  having  assem- 
bled themselves  together,  refused  to  disperse  until  after 
nine  of  the  clock. 
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ADDRESS. 


Ladies  ajid  Gentlcvicn  of  the  Village  Library  Company  of 
Farmington  : 

I  propose  this  evening-  to  give  some  account  of  Farm- 
ington soldiers  in  the  wars  preceding  the  Revolution, 
while  the  colony  was  still  under  the  crown.  In  so  doing 
I  shall  consider  the  men  of  this  village  only,  leaving  out 
of  sight  the  vastly  more  numerous  residents  of  the 
ancient  town,  which  once  extended  from  Simsbury  on 
the  north  to  Cheshire  on  the  south,  and  from  Wethers- 
field  westward  to  what  is  now  the  tOAvn  of  Plymouth. 

The  first  serious  conflict  in  which  the  settlers  of  Con- 
necticut were  engaged  was  the  Pequot  War.  This  oc- 
curred before  our  village  had  any  existence,  but  several 
of  the  men  who  afterward  settled  Farmington,  and  who 
here  lived  and  died,  were  in  the  fight.  That  we  may 
realize  the  necessity  and  the  justifiableness  of  the  war, 
let  us  briefly  recall  the  situation.  In  the  river  towns  of 
Windsor,  Hartford,  and  Wethersfield  were  only  about  250 
adult  men,  and  in  the  fort  at  Saybrook  twenty  more, 
under  the  command  of  Lion  (jardiner.  In  the  south- 
eastern corner  of  the  colony  was  the  powerful  tribe  of 
the  Pequots,  under  their  sachem,  Sassacus ;  further  east 
the  Narragansetts,  under  Mianuaiinio  ;  and  to  the  north 
the  Mohegans,  under  the  friendly  Uncas;  while  to  the 
west  were  the  dreaded  ]\Iohawks.  An  attempt  by  the 
Pequots  to  tmite  all  the  tribes  and  wi]X"  out  the  wliites  at 
one  blow  failed.  The  Xarragansetts  hated  the  IVciiiots 
more  fiercely  than  they  did  the  l^nglishnien,  and  I'neas 
was  always  the  friend  of  the  whites. 
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services  and  sufferings.  So  few  remained  here  that  we 
hardly  realize  that  once,  taking  New  England  as  a  whole, 
they  were  as  numerous  and  wealthy  as  the  patriot  party. 
We  have  no  time  to  consider  at  length  the  causes  of  the 
war,  but  certain  things  we  must  bear  in  mind  if  we  would 
at  all  understand  the  spirit  of  the  times.  The  orators  had 
much  to  say  of  taxation  without  representation,  and  stout 
Dr.  Johnson  replied  in  vigorous  English  that  taxation  was 
no  tyranny.  Other  matters,  however,  less  abstract,  had 
gradually  prepared  the  patriots  to  resist  to  the  death  this 
last  imposition.  The  colonists  were  denied  the  right  to 
manufacture  for  themselves  almost  all  articles  of  neces- 
sity, but  must  import  them  from  some  Englishman  whose 
sovereign  had  given  him  the  monopoly.  Their  commerce 
was  restricted  to  British  ports.  Even  the  agricultural 
products  of  the  neighboring  West  Indies  must  first  be 
shipped  to  England  before  they  could  be  landed  in  Bos- 
ton. They  were  denied  a  market  either  for  sale  or  pur- 
chase outside  of  the  dominion  of  Great  Britain.  The 
British  merchant  could  say,  You  shall  trade  at  my  shop 
or  starve,  and  you  shall  make  nothing  for  yourselves." 
Their  solemn  charters  were  annulled,  authority  to  elect 
their  principal  officers  was  denied  them,  and  the  right  to 
assemble  in  town  meeting  abolished.  Repeatedly  his 
^[ajesty  asked,  in  a  long  list  of  questions  submitted  to  the 
General  Assembly  of  Connecticut,  where  his  dutiful  sub- 
jects bought  and  sold,  and  what  they  presumed  to  manu- 
facture, and  repeatedly  he  was  shrewdly  answered.  So 
long  as  diplomacy  and  downright,  wholesale  smuggling 
availed,  the  crisis  was  averted,  but  when  the  wants  of  the 
British  treasury,  and  especially  of  the  East  India  Co\u- 
pany,  demanded  a  rigorous  enforcement  of  the  laws,  the 
situation  became  intolerable.  To  all  this  was  added  tlie 
threat  of  vigorous  government  by  lords  spiritual  as  well 
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as  lords  temporal,  from  which  they  had  once  for  all 
escaped. 

The  lapse  of  a  hundred"  years  has  made  the  position 
of  the  loyalists,  who  were  ready  to  submit  to  all  demands 
of  their  divinely  anointed  king  as  a  matter  of  course,  a 
mystery  to  us  whose  habitual  treatment  of  our  highest 
magistrate  has  not  trained  us  in  habits  of  reverence.  The 
graceful  sentiments  of  Sir  Walter  Scott's  heroine  have  to 
us  an  unreal  sound  : 

"  Lands  and  manors  pass  away, 

We  but  share  our  monarch's  lot. 
If  no  more  our  annals  show 

Battles  won  and  banners  taken, 
Still  in  death,  defeat,  and  wo,  ■ — 
Ours  be  loyalty  unshaken  !  " 

More  easily  can  we  understand  the  sturdy  independ- 
ence of  the  patriots.  They  came  to  these  shores,  not  for 
religious  freedom,  which  was  a  principle  unknown,  but  to 
establish  a  church  of  their  own  and  a  government  of  their 
own,  such  as  their  consciences  demanded,  narrow,  as  our 
vision,  broadened  by  two  centuries,  looks  upon  them,  but 
established  by  themselves  and  for  themselves  only,  where 
there  was  no  one  to  be  interfered  with,  and  leavinof  in  the 
more  genial  regions  of  the  vSotith  plenty  of  room  for  the 
colonies  of  other  religious  proclivities.  How  long  this 
e.\clusivcness  could  be  maintained,  time  has  shown. 
These  men,  to  whom  Church  and  State  were  one,  whose 
religion  was  a  covenant  with  (>(xl,  between  whom  and 
themselves  they  allowed  no  human  mediator,  were  the 
r.u/n  whom  (Tcorge  111  thought  to  crush. 

On  the  31st  of  March,  1774,  the  I)Oston  Port  bill  was 
signed,  and  on  the  ist  (>(  June  it  went  into  eflect.  Its 
reception  in  this  town  will  appear  in  the  following  letter: 

"  FaKMINC.  I  <  IN,  CoNMX,  ri(  I  l',  yiiiy  19,  1774. 

"  ICarly  in  the  mornitii;-  was  fouiul  the  foUowinj;  luuidbill, 
I>^»stcd  up  in  various  parts  ot  the  town,  viz.: 
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'"To  pass  through  the  fire  at  six  o'clock  this  evening,  in 
honor  to  the  immortal  Goddess  of  Liberty,  the  late  infamous  act 
of  the  British  Parliament  for  farther  distressing  the  American 
colonies.  The  place  of  execution  will  be  the  public  parade,  where 
all  Sons  of  Liberty  are  desired  to  attend.' 

"Accordingly,  a  very  numerous  and  respectable  body  were 
assembled,  of  near  one  thousand  people,  when  a  huge  pole,  just 
forty-five  feet  high,  ^vas  erected,  and  consecrated  to  the  shrine  of 
Liberty;  after  which  the  act  of  Parliament  for  blocking  up  the 
Boston  harbor  was  read  aloud,  sentenced  to  the  flames,  and  exe- 
cuted by  the  hands  of  the  common  hangman.  Then  the  following 
resolves  were  passed,  iion  con." 

The  resolves  were  spirited,  bitt  too  long  for  our  pres- 
ent purpose.  _  _ 

The  Rev.  Samuel  Peters,  of  Hebron,  notorious  as  the 
author  of  "A  General  History  of  Connecticut  ...  by 
a  Gentleman  of  the  Province,"  and  inventor  of  the 
so-called  "  Blue  Laws  of  Connecticut,"  comments  on 
these  proceedings  as  follows : 

"  Fannin gton  burnt  the  act  of  Parliament  in  great  contempt 
by  their  common  hangman,  when  a  thousand  of  her  best  inhabi- 
tants were  convened  for  that  glorious  purpose  of  committing  trea- 
son against  the  king;  for  which  vile  conduct  they  have  not  been 
styled  a  pest  to  Connecticut,  and  enemies  to  common  sense,  either 
by  his  Honor  or  any  king's  attorney,  or  in  any  town  meeting.  We 
sincerely  wish  and  hope  a  day  will  be  set  apart  by  his  Honor  very 
soon  for  fasting  and  prayer  throughout  this  colony,  that  the  sins 
of  those  haughty  people  may  not  be  laid  to  our  charge." 

Wc  shall  hear  enough  of  fast  days,  but  they  were  not 
proclaimed  to  bewail  the  sins  of  I'^irmington. 

The  situation  of  the  once  flourishing  port  of  l^oston 
was  now  most  critical,  and  doiiations  for  the  relief  of  its 
sutYering  inhabitants  llowed  in  from  the  surrounding 
towns.  The  action  of  this  town  on  the  I5tli  of  fune  is 
chronicled  at  length  in  the  admirable  discourse  of  Presi- 
dent Porter.  The  following  is  a  letter  written  by  Samuel 
Adams  in  response  to  this  action,  addressed  '*  To  Fisher 


Gay,  Esq.,  and  the  rest  of  the  Committee  in  Farmington, 
Connecticut. 

"Boston,  July  29,  1774. 

''Sir, — I  am  desired  by  the  Committee  of  the  Town  of  Boston, 
appointed  to  receive  the  donations  made  by  our  sympathizing 
brethren,  for  the  emphiyment  or  relief  of  such  inhabitants  of  this 
town  as  are  more  immediate  sufferers  by  the  cruel  act  of  Parlia- 
ment for  shutting  up  this  harbor,  to  acqtiaint  you  that  our  friend, 
]\[r.  Barrett,  has  communicated  to  them  your  letter  of  the  25th 
instant,  advising  that  you  have  shipped,  per  Captain  Israel  Wil- 
hams,  between  three  and  foiu"  hundred  bushels  of  rye  and  Indian 
corn  for  the  above-mentioned  purpose,  and  that  you  have  the  sub- 
scriptions still  open,  and  expect  after  harvest  to  ship  a  much 
larger  quantity.  Mr.  Barrett  tells  us  that  upon  the  arri\'al  of  Cap- 
tain Williams  he  will  endorse  this  bill  of  lading  or  receipt  to  us. 

"The  Committee  have  a  very  grateful  sense  of  the  generosity 
of  their  friends  in  Farmington,  who  may  depend  upon  their  dona- 
tions being  applied  agreeable  to  their-  benevolent  intention,  as  it 
is  a  great  satisfaction  to  the  Committee  to  find  the  Continent  so 
united  in  opinion.  The  town  of  Boston  is  now  suffering  for  the 
common  liberties  of  America,  and  while  they  are  aided  and  sup- 
ported by  their  friends,  I  am  persuaded  they  will  struggle  through 
the  conflict,  fimi  and  steady. 

"I  am,  with  very  great  regard,  gentlemen, 
"Your  friend  and  countryman, 

"  Samuel  Adams." 

Five  Aveeks  later,  on  the  3d  of  September,  the  follow- 
ing agreement  was  drawn  up  in  the  handwriting  of  j\Iajor 
William  Judd,  and  bears  the  signatures  of  seventy  of  the 
principal  inhabitants  of  this  village: 

"We,  whose  names  are  hereunto  subscribers,  promise  and 
engage  to  be  in  readiness  and  duly  eqnipt  witli  arms  and  am  mu- 
nition to  proceed  to  I'.oston  for  the  relief  of  our  distressed  and 
besieged  brethren  there,  and  to  be  under  the  direction  of  such 
"Hieers  as  shall  be  by  us  appointed,  as  witness  our  hands  this  3d 
<lay  of  September,  A.  I).  1774." 

A  roll  of  honor  on  which  wc  may  well  be  pleased  to  see 
the  names  of  our  ancestors  recorded. 
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Town  meeting's  followed  in  quick  succession.  On  the 
20th  of  September  the  Rev.  Levi  Hart  of  Preston  was 
invited  to  preach  to  the  assembled  freemen  of  Farming- 
ton  on  Liberty.  He  preached  them  a  sermon  on  "  Liberty 
Described  and  Recommended,"  but  his  text  must  have 
sounded  strangely  in  their  ears  as  he  read,  "  While  they 
promise  them  liberty,  they  themselves  are  the  servants  of 
corruption."  There  was  not  a  word  about  British  tyr- 
anny, but  a  fervid  discourse  to  our  merchant  princes  on 
the  horrors  of  the  slave  trade.. 

Strange  doctrine  this.  Did  not  the  good  men  of  that 
day  rejoice  in  thus  delivering  benighted  souls  from  the 
heathen  darkness  of  Africa?  West  India  shippers,  not 
only  of  this,  but  of  all  trading  communities,  imiversalh' 
engaged  in  the  traffic.  T4Mes  have  changed.  Let  us 
judge  men  by  the  light  of  their  own  day.  We,  no  doubt, 
will  need  like  favor  badly  enough  an  hundred  years 
hence. 

The  meeting,  at  the  close  of  the  discourse,  proceeded 
to  vote  thirty  hundred-weight  of  lead,  ten  thousand 
French  flints,  and  thirty  six  barrels  of  powder.  A  little 
later  they  voted  that  the  several  constables  should  have 
a  large  staff  provided  for  each  of  them  with  the  King's 
arms  upon  them."  The  authority  of  the  King  was  as  yet 
unquestioned. 

On  the  1 2th  of  December  the  town  approved  of  the 
Association  of  the  Continental  Congress  and  appointed  a 
Committee  of  Inspection  to  carry  out  its  provisions.  This 
committee  of  fifty-two  men  at  once  met  at  the  tavern  of 
Amos  Cowles,  and  while  thc_\'  are  busy  with  the  public 
good,  and,  very  likely,  with  the  good  of  the  house,  let  us 
take  a  little  rest  from  the  contemplation  of  these  warlike 
proceedings  and  look  about  us.  The  inn  of  Amos  Cowles 
stood  just  south  of  the  church,  ou  or  about  the  site  of  the 
house  of  the  late  Chauncey  D.  Cowles,  J'lsq.    It  has  long 
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since  disappeared,  as  have  all  but  about  a  half-dozen  of 
the  houses  of  that  day,  and  they,  for  the  most  part,  have 
been  reconstructed  past  recog-nition.  The  village  street, 
certainly  not  since  broadened  with  age,  ran  as  now,  and 
along-  it  passed  the  pedestrian,  the  horseback  rider,  and 
the  unwieldy  cart  of  the  farmer.  Pleasure  carriages  were 
unknown.  When  the  minister  of  that  day  brought  home 
his  bride  in  the  first  chaise  his  parishoners  had  ever  seen 
they  lined  the  street  to  welcome  him,  and  the  first  man 
who  caught  sight  of  the  coming  chaise  shouted,  "  The 
cart  is  coming."  ^lail  coaches  were  unknown.  In  1778 
Joseph  Root  advertised  in  The  CoiDiecticut  Couraut  as 
follows :  . 

"  This  is  to  notify  those  that  have  friends  in  General  Parsons' 
brigade  that  I  have  undertook  to  ride  post  for  the  town  of  Farm- 
ington,  the  letters  to  be  left  at  my  house  and  at  Landlord  Adams'. 
Southington;  at  Landlord  Smith's,  New  Britain;  at  Landlord 
Haves',  Salmon  Brook;  at  Esq.  Owen's,  Simsbury;  at  Joseph  Kel- 
logg's,  New  Hartford,  and  at  Robert  ^lecune's,  at  Winchester. 
Those  who  hav^e  letters  to  send  are  desired  to  leave  them  at  either 
of  the  above  places  by  the  first  day  of  next  month,  at  which  time 
I  shall  set  out.  Joseph  Root. 

'*  N.  B.  Letters  may  also  be  left  at  Lieut.  Heth's,  West  Hart- 
ford, and  at  Landlord  Butler's  in  Hartford. 

"  FarmingtoxN',  June  12,  1778." 

The  travel  between  the  two  capitals  of  the  colony 
then,  as  now.  passed  on  the  other  side  of  the  mountain 
through  Wethersfield  and  Wallingford.  but  thu  exigencies 
of  war  required  new  lines  of  communication,  and  this 
'luict  street  was  soon  to  be  familiar  with  the  measured 
tread  of  armies.  Thomas  Lewis,  writing  to  Lieut.  Amos 
W'ad.swortli  at  Roxbury  Camp,  says: 

"The  same  night  "  (tiiat  is,  July  19,  1775,)  "lodged  in  this 
t'»wu  a  captain  with  a  company  of  rillcincn.  who  appeared  to  he, 
"laiiy  ()(■  them,  very  likcl>-  young  gentlemen.  The  officers 
inlornicd  me  a  great  ninnl.)er  t)f  their  soldiers  were  men  possessed 
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with  fortunes  worth  three  or  four  thousand  apiece.  These  are 
from  Philadelphia  and  on  their  march  to  join  the  army.  The  Cap- 
tain told  me  he  expected  one  thousand  more  of  the  same  troops 
would  pass  the  town  next  week  for  the  like  purpose. " 

After  the  evacuation  of  Boston  the  line  of  communi- 
cation from  Newport  and  Hartford  to  the  Highlands 
above  New  York  passed  through  this  village. 

Here  in  1781  marched  the  army  of  Rochambeau. 
The  diary  of  one  of  his  aids,  accompanied  w^ith  a  map  of 
the  route,  records,  under  date  of  June  24th : 

"In  the  afternoon  I  went  to  see  a  charming-  spot  called 
Wethersfield.  four  miles  from  East  Hartford.  It  would  be  impos- 
sible to  hnd  prettier  houses  and  a  more  beautiful  view.  I  went  up 
into  the  steeple  of  the  church  and  saw  the  richest  country  I  had 
yet  seen  in  America.  From  tijis  spot  you  can  see  for  fifty  miles 
around.  ^ 

"June  25.  In  the  morning  the  army  resumed  its  march  to 
reach  Farming-ton.  The  country  is  more  open  than  that  we  had 
passed  over  since  our  departure,  and  the  road  fine  enough.  The 
village  is  considerable,  and  the  position  of  the  camp,  which  is  a 
mile  and  a  half  from  it,  was  one  of  the  most  fortunate  we  had  as 
yet  occupied." 

On  the  return  of  the  army  in  1782  Rochambeau  made  a 
halt  in  Farmington  on  the  29th  of  October,  and  the  next 
day  in  Hartford. 

Of  the  journeys  of  Washington  through  this  town  he 
leaves  us  but  brief  mention.    In  'May,  1781,  he  writes: 

"I  begin  :it  this  epoch  a  concise  journal  ot  nulitary  transac- 
tions, etc.  1  lanK-nt  not  ha\-ing  attempted  it  frt>m  the  commence- 
ment (»t  the  war." 

In  this  journal  he  writes: 

"May  \(j\h.  I>reakt'asted  at  Litchlield.  dined  at  I'^irmington. 
and  lodged  at  Wethersfield." 

Also: 

"  ^hly  24th.  Set  out  on  niy  return  to  New  Windsor,  dined  at 
Fannington,  and  lodged  at  Litchlield." 


This  is  all  we  gather  from  his  own  writing,  but  we 
know  that  on  the  iSth  of  vSeptember,  1780,  he  bade  adieu 
to  General  Arnold  at  Peekskill  and  was  in  Hartford  on 
the  2 1  St.  The  commonly  traveled  road  between  the 
places  lay  through  Farmington.  After  his  conference 
with  Rochambeau,  he  leaves  Hartford  on  the  23d  and 
arrives  at  Litchfield  on  the  same  day.  Two  days  later  he 
heard  of  the  flight  of  Arnold.  On  the  2d  of  March,  1781, 
he  left  New  Windsor,  and  arrived  at  Hartford  on  the  4th, 
and,  returning  on  Sunday  the  18th,  was  back  at  his  head- 
(juarters  at  New  AVindsor  on  the  20th.  He  seems,  there- 
fore, to  have  passed  through  Farmington  six  times  :  on 
the  20th  and  23d  of  September,  1780,  the  4th  and  i8th  of 
March,  1781,  and  the  19th  and  24th  of  ^lay,  1781. 

What  house  had  the  honor  of  entertaining  his  Excel- 
lency is  uncertain.  An  idle  tradition  one  hears  over  and 
over  again  tells  us  that  once,  being  overtaken  by  a  sud- 
den storm,  Washington  took  refuge  in  the  newly  erected 
meeting-house,  but  if  there  is  any  one  with  any  military 
experience  before  me,  I  will  leave  him  to  determine  into 
which  the  General  would  most  likely  turn  his  steps,  the 
hospitable  inn  of  Amos  Cowles,  or  the  house  of  Crod  with 
closed  doors,  standing  there  side  by  side.  The  means  of 
entertainment  at  that  day  were  ample.  As  he  rode  down 
the  mountain  slope  from  the  east  and  first  came  in  sight 
f^t  the  meeting-house  spire,  the  tavern  of  Samuel  North. 
Jr.,  greeted  him  on  the  left.  A  little  fartlier  on.  where  the 
I'>lm  Tree  Inn  now  stands.  i\[r.  Phincas  Fewis  would  have 
l>ccn  happy  to  entertain  the  General.  He  could  also  have 
h'cen  cordially  welcomed  by  ^Ir.  v'^eth  Fee,  where  are  now 
the  brick  school  buildings  of  ^^ss  Forter.  If  he  suc- 
ceeded in  passing  all  these  attractions,  the  newly  erected 
inn  of  Mr.  Asahel  Wadsworth.  grandfather  of  the  late 
inthro})  M.  Wadsworth,  ICsq.,  hung  out  its  sign,  and 
just  as  he  turned  off  from  the  main  street  into  the  wilder- 
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ness  toward  Litchfield  there  was  still  the  well-known  inn 
of  Captain  Solomon  Cowles  to  prepare  him  for  the  rough 
journey  before  him.  This  last  tavern  was  famous  in  its 
day.  The  weary  teamster  on  his  journey  with  supplies 
for  the  army  hailed  it  with  delight.  One  Joseph  Joslin, 
Jr.,  a  revolutionary  teamster  from  Killingly,  left  a  racy 
diary  which  ought  to  please  the  modern  advocates  of  pho- 
netic spelling.    He  says: 

"April  21,  1777.  e  set  out  again  and  went  through  Harwin- 
ton  into  Farmington,  and  it  was  very  bad  carting  indeed,  I 
declare,  and  we  stayed  at  a  very  good  tavern,  old  Captain  Coles', 
and  we  fare  well,  and  did  lie  in  a  bed,  I  think. " 

The  hay  mow  by  the  side  of  his  cattle  was  usualh^-con- 
sidered  good  enough  for  a  revolutionary  teamster.  Three 
days  later  he  says  : 

"  I  went  to  Farmington  to  old  Captain  Coles'  again." 

But  alas  I  the  hopes  of  man  are  deceitful.  It  was  a  Fast 
day,  and  all  he  could  get  was  a  little  cold,  raw  pork.  But 
it  is  time  for  us  to  return  to  our  Committee  of  Inspec- 
tion, whom  we  left  at  the  house  of  Amos  Cowles.  William 
Judd  was  made  chairman  and  John  Treadwell  clerk,  and 
their  business  was  to  carry  out  the  requirements  of  the 
fourteen  articles  of  the  Association  of  the  Continental 
Congress.  This  agreement,  signed  by  the  representatives 
of  the  twelve  colonies  at  Philadelphia  on  the  Joth  of  (3ct(v 
ber,  1774,  was  not  so  much  sustained  bv  law  as  bv  the 
merciless  power  of  public  opinion.  The  transgressor  was 
looked  upon  as  Achan  with  his  wedge  of  gold  in  the 
Israelitisli  camp  before  Jericho.  .\  single  instance  will 
illustrate  the  spirit  of  the  times  and  help  you  to  under- 
stand what  is  to  follow,  Srunuel  Smith,  merchant,  of  Xew 
Britain,  had  been  convicted  by  Isaac  Lee.  jr..  justice  of 
ihc  peace,  of  selling  mctheglin  at  too  liigh  a  price, 
namely,  at  eight  shillings  the  gallon,  and  hens'  eggs  at 


the  enormous  price  of  one  shilling-  the  dozen.  He 
brought  his  humble  petition  to  the  General  Assembly,  in 
which  he  says : 

"But  when  your  memorialist  reflects  on  the  disability  he  is 
under,  a  sort  of  political  death  or  disfranchisement  which  must 
render  him  incapable  either  to  provide  for  or  save  himself  from 
insult,  or  to  serve  the  public  in  this  time  of  calamity,  which  he 
always  has  and  still  wishes  to  do,  he  cannot  but  in  the  most  hum- 
ble manner  pray  this  honorable  Assembly  to  take  your  memorial- 
ist's case  into  your  wise  consideration  and  grant  that  he  may  be 
restored  to  his  former  freedom." 

The  petition  was  signed  by  Justice  Lee  and  twenty- 
six  of  the  principal  men  of  New  Britain.  The  x\sscmbly 
promptly  granted  his  petition.  Our  committee  held  sev- 
eral meetings,  and  considered  numerous  complaints  which 
the  Sons  of  Liberty  had  to  make,  concerning-  the  patriot- 
ism of  their  neighbors  and  of  each  other.  It  required 
cool  heads  and  ripe  wisdom  to  satisfy  this  red-hot  zeal 
and  do  justice  to  all  offenders.  I  will  note  only  a  few 
representative  cases.  Samuel  Scott  was  accused  of  labor- 
ing on  a  Continental  Fast  day.  This  solemn  day  was  to 
be  kept  with  all  the  strictness  of  the  Jewish  Sabbatli,  and 
in  its  entirety.  "  Thou  slialt  not  do  any  work,  thou,  nor 
thy  son,  nor  thy  daughter,  thy  man-servant,  nor  thy  maid- 
servant, nor  thy  cattle,  nor  the  stranger  that  is  within  thy 
gates."  It  was  not  alleged  that  he  had  himself  performed 
any  labor  on  that  sacred  day,  but  there  was  some  suspicion 
that  one  of  his  hired  men  might  have  done  some  work 
not  strictlv  nccessarv.  For  this  and  similar  cases  the  com- 
mittee drew  lip  a  form  of  confession,  in  which  the  accused 
alVirmed  his  fervid  patriotism  and  regretted  any  breacli  of 
the  fourteen  articles  he  might  possibly  have  been  guilty 
<">f.  An(^ther  case  made  our  worthy  conunittee  more 
trouble.  Captain  vStdomon  Cowlcs  and  Martha,  his  wife. 
Were  complained  of  for  allowing  vSeth  Hird  of  Litclitield 
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and  Daniel  Sheldon  of  Woodbury  to  drink  India  tea  at 
their  tavern.  From  the  time  of  the  destruction  of  the  tea 
in  Boston  harbor  nothing  so  roused  the  wrath  of  the  pat- 
riots as  any  dalliance  with  this  forbidden  luxury.  Their 
wives,  who  had  patriotically  abstained  from  their  darling- 
beverage  and  looked  with  regretful  eyes  on  their  unused 
china,  could  not  endure  such  intemperance  as  this.  The 
guilty  parties  printed  their  humble  apology  in  TJic  Coji- 
nccticut  Couraiit.  Seth  lUrd  was  exceedingly  wroth,  and 
published  in  the  next  paper  his  version  of  the  affair,  this 
tempest  in  a  teapot,  as  it  seems  to  us,  laying  all  the  blame 
on  the  landlady,  and  accusing  her  and  the  committee  of 
making  him  infamous.  It  was  the  old  story  of  the  forbid- 
den fruit  and  the  ignoble  reply,  "  The  woman  gave  me 
and  I  did  eat."    He  says: 

"About  the  middle  of  the  month  of  March  last  past  I  called 
for  breakfast  at  Captain  Solomon  Cowles".  The  landlady  said  she 
would  get  some,  and  asked  what  would  suit,  and  added,  says  she, 
T  suppose  you  don't  drink  tea.'  1  answered  that  I  had  not  prac- 
tised it,  to  be  sure,  since  ]March  came  in,  but  as  I  feel  this  morn- 
ing it  would  not  wrong  my  conscience  to  drink  a  dish  or  two,  it  I 
could  come  at  it,  for  I  had  a  new  cold  by  riding  in  the  wet  the 
night  before  and  had  slept  very  little,  etc.  The  landlady  replied 
that  if  I  felt  unwell  she  supposed  she  might  get  me  some,  and 
accordingly  went  and  prepared  it.  and  1  drank  thereof." 

The  committee  do  not  seem  to  have  taken  any  notice 
of  ^Ir.  }>ird's  disrespectful  paper,  kitchfield  was  a  far 
country,  and,  like  the  immortal  Dogbcrrv.  thev  no  dotibt 
thanked  God  they  were  well  rid  of  one  offender.  "More 
serious  still  were  the  complaints  against  tlic  Tories. 
Some  one  petitioned  that  Nehemiah  Royce.  "a  person 
politically  excomnumicated,"  be  pre\'ented  from  sending 
his  children  to  the  public  school.  The  committee  wisely 
declined  any  such  action,  and.  moreover,  voted  that  the 
evidence  against  him  '*  is  not  suQicient  to  justify  the  com- 
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mittee  in  advertising  said  Royce  in  the  gazette."  Every 
week  there  appeared  on  the  first  page  of  The  Courant,  in 
the  blackest  type  ^Ir.  Watson  possessed,  a  list  of  enemies 
of  their  country,  and  confessions  from  parties  accused 
appeared  from  every  part  of  the  vState.  ^latthias  Learn- 
ing, they  voted,  should  be  advertised  in  the  public  gazette 
"  for  a  contumacious  violation  of  the  whole  Association  of 
the  Continental  Congress,"  and  then  voted  to  defer  the 
execution  of  their  sentence.  By  the  middle  of  the  fol- 
lowing September  the  committee  had  had  enough  of  the 
business,  and  voted  to  request  a  dismission  from  the 
office,  it  being  too  burthensome  to  be  executed  by  them 
for  a  longer  time."  A  new  committee  was  appointed, 
who  passed  a  few  votes,  and  then  we  hear  no  more  of 
them.  There  were  more  important  matters  to  occupy  the 
public  mind.  The  persecution  of  Matthias  Leaming,  how- 
ever, was  not  yet  ended.  x\s  late  as  1783  his  petition  to 
the  General  Assembly  sets  forth  that,  being  involved  in 
debt,  he  had  conveyed  his  real  estate  to  a  brother  without 
his  knowledge  and  without  receiving  one  penny  in  con- 
sideration. Unfortunately  for  ^latthias,  his  brother  joined 
the  enemy  in  New  York,  and  the  land,  being  found 
recorded  in  his  name,  was  confiscated. 

A  very  long  and  minute  report  by  the  legislative 
c«jmmittee  is  on  file,  in  which  they  decided  adversely. 
Three  years  later  another  long  memorial  met  the  same 
fate,  but  in  17S7  the  Assembly  gave  him  i."8o  in  treasury 
Tiotes,  payal)le  on  the  ist  of  tlie  next  February.  P>ef(n-e 
that  day  the  treasury  was  virtually  bankrupt.  In  October, 
17S8,  Covernor  Tread  well  drew  up  auotlier  memorial,  and 
persuaded  Rev.  Timothy  l^itkiu,  Col.  Noadiah  Hooker,  and 
twelve  others  of  the  most  prominent  men  of  the  village 
to  petition  the  Assembly  to  assist  him  in  his  old  age  and 
distress.  No  action  was  taken.  The  ti'easury  was  })ower- 
less  to  help.    No  doubt  the  T(.)ries  were  treated  roughly. 
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Some  lost  their  lands  by  confiscation.  Some  were  hung. 
It  is  very  easy  to  sit  by  the  quiet  firesides  which  the  valor 
of  patriotic  fathers  secured  us  and  coolly  moralize  on  their 
severity.  War  is  not  a  lovely  thing,  least  of  all,  civil  war. 
The  sight  of  neighbors  with  whom  we  were  wont  to  hold 
pleasant  converse  arrayed  against  us,  side  by  side  with 
hired  mercenaries  and  scalping  savages,  rouses  passions 
slumbering  deep  down  in  human  nature,  which  war 
always  has  and  always  will  arouse,  moralize  as  we  will,  so 
long  as  warm  blood  flows  in  human  veins.  A  single  letter 
written  bv  Dr.  Timothv  Hosmer  of  this  villaofe  to  Ensiirn 
Amos  Wadsworth  July  30,  1775,  illustrates  the  spirit  of 
the  times,  and  is,  perhaps,  quite  enough  to  say  about 
Whig  and  Tory  hatred.    He  says  : 

"  The  first  act  I  shall  give  you  is  concerning  the  grand  Con- 
tinental Fast  as  condncted  by  that  great  friend  to  administration, 
the  Rev.  John  Smalley.  The  Sunday  before  the  Fast,  after  ser- 
vice, he  read  the  proclamation,  and  then  told  his  people  that  fast- 
ing and  prayer  were  no  doubt  a  Christian  duty,  and  that  they 
ought  in  times  of  trouble  to  set  apart  a  suitable  time  to  celebrate 
a  fast,  but  they  were  not  obliged  to  keep  the  day  by  that  procla- 
mation, as  they  {the  Congress)  had  no  power  to  command,  but 
only  to  recommend,  and  desired  they  would  speak  their  minds  by 
a  vote,  whether  they  would  keep  the  day.  The  vote  was  accord- 
ingly called  for,  and  it  appeared  to  be  a  scant  vote,  though  tlicy 
met  on  the  Fast  day  and  he  preached  to  them.  We  look  upon  it 
as  implicitly  denying  all  authority  ot  Congress.  It  hath  awakened 
his  best  friends  against  him.  Kvcn  Lieut.  Poi'tcr.  Mr.  Bull,  and 
John  Treadwell  say  tliey  cannot  sec  any  excuse  for  him.  and  I 
believe  the  committee  will  take  up  tlie  matter  and  call  him  t(> 
answer  for  his  conduct.  'I'licrc  hath  liappcned  a  terrible  rumpus 
at  Waterbur}'  w  ith  the  Tories  there.  Capt.  NichoU's  sou.  josiah. 
enlisted  under  Caj3t.  Porter  in  (leu.  Woosters  regiment,  went 
down  to  New  York  with  tlie  regiment,  tarried  a  short  time,  atid 
desertetl  .  .  .  came  home  and  kept  a  httle  under  covert,  bu.t 
goes  dt)wn  t(»  Saybrook  and  tliere  enhsted  with  Capt.  Shi|)nuin 
.  .  .  .  gin  his  bounty  and  rushed  otT  again.  Cai)t.  Shipmau 
cameupafter  him    .    .    and  went  with  some  peo^ile  they  had  got 


to  assist  them  to  Lemuel  NichoH's,  where  they  supposed  he  was. 
Lemuel  forbade  their  coming  in,  and  presented  a  sword  and  told 
them  it  was  death  to  the  first  that  offered  to  enter,  but  one  young 
man  seized  the  sword  by  the  blade  and  wrenched  it  .out  of  his 
hands.  They  bound  him  and  made  a  search  through  the  house, 
but  could  find  nothing  of  Josiah.  The  Tories  all  mustered  to 
defend  him,  and  finally  got  Lemuel  from  them  and  he  and  Josiah 
pushed  off  where  they  cannot  be  found.  This  ran  through  Thurs- 
day. The  AVhigs  sent  over  to  Southington  for  help,  and  the  peo- 
ple almost  all  went  from  Southington  on  Friday.  They  took  Capt. 
XichoUs,  whom  they  found  on  his  belly  over  in  his  lot,  in  a  bunch 
of  alders,  carried  him  before  Esq.  Hopkins,  and  had  him  bound 

over  to  the  County  Court  at  Xew  Ha\-en  They  had 

near  loo  Tories  collected  upon  the  occasion,  and  were  together  till 
ten  o'clock  Friday  night.  They  dispersed  and  there  was  nothing 
done  to  humble  them,  but  I  apprehend  the  next  opportunity  I 
have  to  write  I  shall  be  able  to  inform  you  that  Smalley  and  they, 
too.  will  be  handled." 

If  the  Rev.  Dr.  Smalley  of  New  Britain,  eminent 
divine  and  esteemed  pastor,  had  not  at  this  time  deter- 
mined wliich  cause  to  espouse,  there  was  no  doubt  in  the 
mind  of  the  pastor  of  the  church  in  Farmington,  the  Rev. 
Timothy  Pitkin.  His  pulpit  rang-  with  fervid  discourses 
on  liberty.  He  visited  his  parishioners  in  their  camp,  and 
wrote  them  letters  of  encourag-emcnt  and  sympathy.  To 
Amos  Wadsworth,  in  camp  at  Roxbury,  he  writes  : 

"  These  wait  on  you  as  a  token  of  my  friendship.  Truly  I  feel 
ff>r  my  native,  bleeding  country,  and  am  etnbarkcd  with  you  in 
one  Common  cause.  .  .  .  What  you  may  be  Cidlcd  to  is 
nnkn<.)wn.  I  wish  you  may  fill  up  your  new  de})artment  with  wis- 
dom, courage,  and  decorum.  ^ly  hope  is  yet  in  God,  the  Lord  of 
IIt)sts  and  God  oi  Armies." 

To  the  first  company  of  soldiers  marching  fn.)m  Sinisbury 
he  preached  a  farewell  sermon  from  the  words,  "  Play  the 
nian  for  your  country,  and  for  the  cities  of  your  God; 
and  tlie  Lord  do  that  which  sccmrLli  Him  gixul." 

At  the  opening  of  the  war  there  stood  at  the  south- 
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west  corner  of  ^lain  street  and  the  Meadow  lane,  as  it  was 
called,  a  shop  where  Amos  and  Fenn  Wadsworth  adver- 
tised to  sell  drugs,  groceries,  etc.,  etc.  xA.mos,  the  elder 
brother,  was  one  of  the  first  soldiers  to  march  to  Boston, 
and  it  is  from  his  extensive  correspondence,  together  Avith 
the  orderly-book  of  Roger  Hooker  and  the  diary  of  Dea- 
con Samuel  Richards,  that  most  of  our  knowledge  of 
Farmington  men  in  the  war  is  derived.  The  first  Fann- 
ington  company  commenced  its  march  on  the  1 8th  of  2\lay, 
1775,  being  the  6th  company  of  General  Joseph  Spencer's 
regiment.  The  officers  were  Noadiah  Hooker,  Captain  ; 
Peter  Curtiss  and  Joseph  Byington,  Lieutenants ;  Amos 
Wadsworth,  Ensign,  and  Roger  Hooker,  Orderly-vSer- 
geant.  They  were  eight  da^'s  on  their  march,  resting  one 
rainy  day  at  Thompson.  They  were  stationed  at  Rox- 
bury  and  there  remained  during  the  siege.  They  were 
therefore  at  a  distance  from  Bunker  Hill  and  took  no  part 
in  the  battle  of  June  17th.  Deacon  Richards,  however, 
gives  a  description  of  the  battle  as  he  saw  it  from  elevated 
ground  at  Roxbury.  With  the  exception  of  this  one  bat- 
tle, the  whole  army  was  kept  in  inglorious  inactivity  for 
want  of  powder,  seldom  returning  the  fire  from  the  bat- 
teries in  Boston.    Deacon  Richards  says  : 

"The  almost  constant  fire  of  the  enemy  produced  one  effect  pro- 
bably not  contemplated  by  them :  it  hardened  ouv  soldiers  rapidly  to 
stand  and  bear  fire.  "When  their  balls  had  fallen  and  became  still 
the  men  would  strive  to  be  the  first  to  i)iek  them  up  to  carry  to  a 
sutler  to  exchange  for  spirits.  At  one  time  they  came  near  ]xiy- 
ing  dear  for  their  temerity.  A  bomb  had  fallen  into  a  barn,  and 
in  the  daytime  it  could  not  be  distini^-uished  from  a  canniui  ball  in 
its  passage.  A  number  were  rushing  in  to  seize  it  when  it  burst 
and  shattered  the  barn  very  much,  but  without  injuring  any  one. 

 One  night  a  ball  passed  through  my  apartment  in 

the  barracks,  a  few  feet  over  me.  as  I  lay  in  my  berth.  Such 
things,  having  become  comnum,  we  thought  little  of  them." 


19 


The  troops  before  Boston  were  mostly  farmers,  each 
at  home  the  absolute  lord  of  his  broad  acres,  impatient  of 
military  discipline,  and  a  sore  trial  to  the  patience  of 
Washington.  Over  and  over  again  Orderly-Sergeant 
Roger  Hooker  records,  "  It  is  with  astonishment  the  Gen- 
eral finds,"  etc.,  etc.    On  the  4th  of  August  it  is 

"With  indignation  and  shame  the  General  observes  that,  not- 
withstanding the  repeated  orders  which  have  been  given  to  pre- 
vent the  firing  of  gnns  in  and  about  the  camp  which  is  daily  prac- 
tised, that,  coritrary  to  all  orders,  straggling  soldiers  do  still  pass 
the  guards  and  fire  at  a  distance  where  there  is  not  the  least 
probability  of  hurting  the  enemy,  and  where  there  is  no  end 
answered  but  to  waste  their  ammunition  and  keep  their  own  camp 
in  a  continual  alarm,  to  the  hurt  and  detriment  of  every  good  sol- 
dier who  is  thereby  disturbed  of  his  natural  rest,  and  at  length 
will  never  be  able  to  distinguish  between  the  real  and  false 
alarm." 

Occasionally  the  men  were  allowed  to  gratify  their 
restlessness  in  certain  madcap  adventures.  On  the  12th 
of  June  Amos  Wadsworth  writes : 

"A  week  ago  last  Friday  about  one  hundred  of  our  men  went 
to  one  of  the  islands  to  assist  some  of  the  Whigs  in  getting  off 
their  families  and  effects.  They  brought  off  about  500  sheep, 
some  cattle  and  horses,  and  took  a  boat  belonging  to  one  of  the 
transport  ships  with  three  men  as  they  were  fishing  near  the  shore. 
They  secured  the  men  and  drew  out  the  boat  in  plain  sight  of  a 
man-of-war.  The  ship  twice  manned  out  her  boats  and  set  oft", 
but  put  back  without  doing  anything  more.  Our  men  got  a  team 
and  cart,  loaded  the  boat  into  the  cart,  hoisted  her  sails,  set  the 
two  commanding  officers  in  Hie  stern  of  the  boat,  and  the  three 
prisoners  rowing,  and  in  this  manner  drove  ori  as  far  as  Cam- 
bridge, where  they  confined  their  prisoners  in  gaol  

Kight  of  our  company  were  in  the  expediticMi.  She  is  now  launched 
in  a  kirge  pond  about  100  rods  from  us,  very  convenient  for  us  to 
fish  and  sail  in." 

Amos  Wadsworth,  Roger  Hooker,  and  others  of  their 
company  were  in  the  somcwliat  famous  boat  expedition  of 
July  1  ith.    Amos  writes  : 
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"  It  was  necessary  for  us  to  take  the  night  for  the  business,  as 
we  had  several  ships  of  war  to  pass.  We  lay  till  after  sundown, 
and  then  manned  out  45  whale  boats  and  set  off  for  I^ong  Island  in 
order  to  take  whatever  we  could  find  on  the  island.  About  1 1 
o'clock  arrived  at  the  island,  and  landed  without  opposition,  and 
drove  off  19  cattle,  about  100  sheep,  i  horse,  4  hogs.  The  island 
lies  between  the  lighthouse  and  Castle,  and,  we  supposed,  was 
guarded  by  a  party  of  regulars.  The  island  is  about  one  and  one- 
half  miles  long,  and  one  large  house  on  it,  which  contained  con- 
siderable furniture,  which  we  carried  off  the  most  of  it.  We  took 
19  prisoners  on  the  island,  two  of  whom  were  women,  one  a  young 
lady  a  native  of  Boston,  who,  they  said,  was  to  have  been  married 
to  the  captain  of  the  King's  store  ship  the  next  week.  The  most 
of  the  prisoners,  we  suppose,  were  marines  and  sailors  sent  on 
shore  to  cut  hay  for  the  use  of  the  troops  in  Boston.  . 
We  towed  the  cattle  near  two  miles  at  the  stern  of  the  boats  to 
another  island,  where  we  landed  them,  and  a  part  of  the  men 
drove  them  at  low  water  to  the  main  land.  There  were  7  ships 
lying  so  near  the  shore  that  we  could  hear  people  talk  on  board 
them,  though  not  distinctly,  and  see  the  ships  plain.  I  can  give 
no  reason  why  they  did  not  fire  on  us.  After  we  had  returned  as 
far  as  Dorchester  with  the  boats  the  prisoners  said  there  was 
something  of  value  left  in  the  house.  We  got  to  Dorchester 
Wednesday  morning  about  6  o'clock.  Ten  boats  were  manned  out 
with  fresh  hands  to  go  and  make  farther  search  and  burn  the  barn 
and  hay.  They  landed  in  the  daytime,  and  were  attacked  by  a 
number  of  the  King's  troops  in  a  boat  and  an  armed  schoi^nor, 
which  fired  grape-shot  and  obliged  them  to  retreat  with  the  loss 
of  one  man.  However,  they  fired  the  house  and  barn  before  they 
left  the  iskmd,  but  had  not  time  to  get  much  furniture  on  board, 
nor  was  there  much  for  them,  as  wc  brought  oil  all  the  beds, 
chairs,  tables,  a  considerable  quantity  of  wool,  cupboard  furni- 
ture, etc." 

Amcxs  wrote  many  ctitevtainini;-  letters  whieli  I  have 
no  time  to  quote  at  length,  lie  gave  to  his  brother  Fenn. 
who  kept  the  shop  in  his  absenee,  minute  direelions  for 
preparing  those  tremendotis  medieal  eompotmds  which 
were  supposed  to  suit  the  hardv  constitutions  of  our  ances- 
tors.   Ilis  orders  about  clothing  wotikl  liorrify  the  trim 
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as  seemed  good  unto  himself.  There  were  no  uniforms. 
Deacon  Elijah  Porter,  Farmington's  first  librarian,  is  said, 
on  the  authority  of  another  deacon,  to  have  worn  his 
wedding  suit  to  the  war.  Orderly-Sergeant  Roger  Hooker 
records  on  the  14th  of  June  : 

"  That  no  man  appear  for  any  duty,  except  fatigue,  with  long 
trousers,  or  without  stockings  and  shoes." 

After  Washington  took  command  the  orderly-book 
announces  that  the  officers 

"Be  distinguished  in  the  following  manner.  The  Com- 
mander-in-Chief with  a  light  blue  ribbon  worn  across  his  breast 
between  his  coat  and  vest.  The  Major  and  Brigadier- Generals 
with  a  pink  ribbon  in  the  same  manner,  and  the  Aids-de-Camp  by 
a  green  ribbon." 

Colonel  Fisher  Gay  writes,  February  26th : 

"Was  Officer  of  the  Day.  .  .  .  27th,  returned  the  sash 
.    .    at  9  o'clock  and  made  report  to  Gen.  W:;rd." 

This  sash  or  ribbon  seems  to  have  been  the  means  of 
distinguishing  officers  from  privates.  On  the  4th  of  Sep- 
tember Lieut.  Wadsworth  was  on  the  point  of  joining- 
Arnold's  expedition  against  Quebec,  but  was  dissuaded  by 
his  friends.  Almost  the  next  we  hear  of  him  is  the 
account  of  his  funeral,  celebrated  with  much  military  dis- 
play on  the  30th  of  October,  the  day  after  his  death.  The 
procession  was  headed  by  an  advance  guard  of  twentv 
men  with  reversed  arms,  followed  by  the  vSergeants  as 
bearers.  The  coffin  was  ciu'crcd  with  black  velvet  and 
bore  two  crossed  swords.  Then  followed  the  mourners, 
his  mother  and  brother,  tlic  regiment  under  arms,  and 
the  officers  of  the  other  regiments.  The  mtisicians 
played  the  tune,  "  Funeral  Thoughts,"  and  at  the  end  of 
every  line  the  drums  beat  one  stroke.    The  march  was  a 
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mile  and  a  half  long,  and  during-  the  last  half-mile  the 
Brookline  bell  tolled  constantly.  His  monument  stands 
to-day  in  the  old  cemetery  of  Brookline.  His  brother 
Fenn  soon  entered  the  army,  and  was  for  several  years 
one  of  the  Committee  of  the  Pay  Table  in  Hartford.  He 
died  just  after  the  close  of  the  war,  and  a  monument  in 
Saratoga  marks  his  resting-place. 

From  this  point  our  sources  of  information  about 
Farmington  men  in  the  war  are  sadly  lessened.  The 
orderly-book  of  Roger  Hooker  closes  with  his  promotion 
to  be  Second  Lieutenant  under  Ebenezer  vSunmer,  Cap- 
tain of  the  5th  Company  in  the  22d  Regiment,  which 
office  he  was  holding  as  early  as  December  i  ith.  On  the 
2d  of  February,  1 77G,  begins  the  short  diary  of  Colonel 
Fisher  Gay.    He  says  : 

"  Set  off  for  headquarters  to  join  the  army  under  command 
of  General  Washington  before  Boston,  and  arrived  at  Roxbury 
the  6th  of  said  month.  Stationed  at  Roxbury  with  the  regiment 
I  belonged  to,  and  quartered  at  Mr.  Wyman's  with  Col.  Wolcott 
and  Mr.  Perry.  Was  sent  for  by  General  AVashington  to  wait  on 
his  Excellency  the  13th  of  said  month,  and  was  ordered  by  the 
General  to  go  to  Connecticut  to  purchase  all  the  gunpowder  I 
could.  Went  to  Providence,  and  from  thence  to  Gov.  Trumbull, 
where  I  obtained  2  tons  of  the  Governor,  and  then  to  New  Lon- 
don to  Mr.  T[homas)  IMumford,  and  obtained  of  him  an  order  on 
jMessrs.  Clark  &  Xightingill,  merchants  in  Providence,  and  re- 
turned to  camp  the  19th,  and  made  report  to  the  (Tcneral  to  his 
great  satisfaction." 

On  Sunday,  ^larch  17th,  he  writes: 

"Col.  Wolcott  on  the  liill.  An  akirm  in  the  morning.  I 
ordered  the  regiment  to  meet  before -the  Colonel's  door  after 
prayers.  1  marched  them  otT  willi  ^hlj(•r  Chester.  Near  the 
alarm  post  found,  instead  of  going  to  action,  the  enemy  liad  aban- 
doned ]*M)ston.  500  troops  immediately  ordered  to  march  into 
and  take  ])ossession  of  the  fortifications  in  P.oston.  Col.  Larned, 
myself,  Majors  Sproat  and  Chester,  with  a  number  of  other  otlicers 
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and  troops,  marched  in  and  took  possession,  and  tarried  there  till 
the  19th  at  night,  then  returned  to  camp  at  Roxbury.  Never  peo- 
ple more  glad  at  the  departure  of  an  enemy  and  to  see  friends." 

Deacon  Samuel  Richards  also  tells  of  the  entry  into 
Boston  in  his  "  Personal  Narrative."    He  says: 

"  I  had  the  gratification  of  being  selected  to  carry  the  Ameri- 
can flag  at  the  head  of  the  column  which  entered  from  the  Rox- 
bury side.  When  arrived  in  the  town  numerous  incidents  crowded 
upon  our  view.  I  can  particularize  but  few  of  them.  The  burst 
of  joy  shown  in  the  countenances  of  our  friends  so  long  shut  up 
and  domineered  over  by  an  insulting  enemy;  the  meeting  and 
mutual  salutations  of  parents  and  children,  and  other  members  of 
families,  having  been  separated  by  the  sudden  shutting  up  of  the 
town  after  the  battle  of  Lexington;  the  general  dilapidation  of 
the  houses,  several  churches  emptied  of  all  the  inside  work  and 
turned  into  riding-schools  for  the  cavalry;  all  the  places  which 
had  been  previously  used  for  public  resort  torn  to  pieces.  As  I 
was  the  bearer  of  the  flag,  I  attracted  some  attention  and  was 
constantly  pressed  with  invitations  to  *  call  in  and  take  a  glass  of 
wine  with  me.' " 

On  the  day  before  the  evacuation  of  Boston  Governor 
Trumbull  closes  a  letter  with  the  exclamation : 

"Hitherto  the  Lord  hath  helped  us.  Although  they  came 
against  us  with  a  great  multitude  and  are  using  great  artifice,  yet 
let  our  eyes  be  on  the  Lord  of  Hosts  and  our  trust  in  Him." 

And  then  adds : 

"P.  S.  This  moment  received  a  letter  from  headquarters 
reciucsting  me  to  throw  two  thousand  men  into  Xew  York  t'vom 
tlic  frontiers  of  Connecticut  to  maintain  the  place  until  the  Gen- 
eral can  arrive  with  the  army  luider  his  conimand."  ^ 

In  response  thereto  the  Farminj^lon  soldiers  marched 
by  way  of  Providence  to  Xew  Loudon,  where  thcv  took 
ship,  and,  after  runninir  upon  a  rock  in  Hell  Gate,  hnallv 
reached  New  York  in  safety.  Here,  on  tlie  22d  of  Au^^iist. 
shortly  before  the  Americaiis  were  driven  from  the  city, 


24 


died  Colonel  Fisher  Gay.  A  not  very  well  authenticated 
tradition  affirms  that  he  was  buried  in  Trinity  Church- 
yard. 

With  New  York  in  possession  of  the  enemy,  the 
towns  on  the  coast  were  exposed  to  raid  by  the  British 
and  Tories.  This,  with  the  scarcity  of  provisions  in  New 
Haven,  caused  the  corporation  of  Yale  College  to  send 
the  freshman  class  to  Farming-ton,  the  sophomore  and 
junior  classes  to  Glastonbury,  and  the  seniors  to  Wethers- 
field,  to  meet  at  these  respective  places  on  the  27th  of 
^lay,  1777.  Again  they  advertise  that  the  sophomore 
class  is  ordered  to  meet  at  Farmington  October  22,  1777  : 

"Where  provision  is  made  for  their  residence.  We  could  wish 
to  have  found  suitable  accommodations  for  the  senior  class,  and 
have  taken  great  pains  to  effect  it.  but  hitherto  without  success." 

Here  came  their  tutor,  the  Rev.  John  Lewis,  and  here  in 
the  old  cemetery  you  Avill  find  a  stone  recording  the  birth 
and  death  in  this  village  of  his  son,  John  Livy. 

After  the  surrender  of  Burgoyne,  General  Gates 
ordered  the  captured  artillery  sent  to  Connecticut  for 
safety,  and  a  memorial  to  the  General  Assembly  states 
that  Colonel  Ichabod  Norton,  grandfather  of  the  late 
John  T.  Norton,  Esq.,  was  ordered 

"  To  take  the  command  of  a  company  and  proceed  to  Albany 
for  the  purpose  of  t^iiarding-  the  cannon  taken  from  Gen.  Bur- 
goyne the  last  campaign,  ordered  U>  be  renu')ved  to  said  r:irin- 
ington." 

After  the  expedition  was  well  under  way  the  snow  disa]i- 
pcarcd,  and  the  men  were  a  fcnlnight  dragging  the  liea\'_\' 
pieces  through  the  mtid.  They  were  finally  stored  in  the 
orchard  of  John  Mi.\,  where  they  remained  a  considerable 
time. 

During'  tlie  remaind(U'  of  the  war  the  I'armiii'jton 
soldiers  were  located  almost  cxelusivelv  in  the  Highlands 
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above  New  York.  Of  the  first  occupancy  of  West  Point, 
Deacon  Richards  says : 

"  I  being  at  the  time  s(.;nior  officer  of  the  regiment  present,  of 
course  led  on  the  regiment,  crossing  the  river  on  the  ice.  . 
Coming  on  to  the  small  plain  surrounded  by  the  mountains,  we 
found  it  covered  with  a  gi-owth  of  yellow  pines  ten  or  fifteen  feet 
high;  no  house  or  improvement  on  it;  the  snow  waist  high.  We 
fell  to  lopping  down  the  tops  of  the  shrub  pines  and  treading 
down  the  snow,  spread  ()ur  blankets,  and  lodged  in  that  condition 
the  first  and  second  nights." 

Concerning  this  same  alUiir  Deacon  Elijah  Porter  says  in 
his  journal: 

"When  Gen.  Putnam  was  ready  to  go  over  on  the  ice  he 
called  me  to  come  to  him.  He  then  loaded  me  with  tools  for 
building  huts,  and  took  a  bcviv^y  load  himself,  and  bade  me  follow 
him.  W^hen  we  got  about  lialf  a  mile  on  the  ice,  he  went  on  some 
shelly  ice,  began  to  slip  about,  and  down  he  went  with  his  load  of 
tools  and  made  the  ice  crack  so  that  I  thought  he  would  go  down, 
but  the  ice  held  him  uj).  and  I  sprang  round  and  picked  up  his 
tools  and  loaded  him  up  again.  We  went  on  and  arrived  safe  on 
the  point." 

Deacon  Porter  soon  returned  home  and  his  journal 
closes,  but  Deacon  Richards  remained  at  West  Point  and 
was  an  eye-witness  i^f  the  execution  of  Andre.  To 
Timothy  Hosmer,  formerly  the  village  doctor  of  Farm- 
ington,  and  now  army  surgeon,  was  assigned  the  duty  of 
laying  his  finger  on  Andre's  pulse  and  reporting  him 
dead. 

Deacon  Richards  w.is  at  West  Point  during  the  build- 
ing of  the  fortificatioiis  the  subsequent  spring  under  tlie 
direction  of  Kosciusko.  Hes^iys: 

"  I  was  quartered  a  CiV'.siderable  titne  with  him  in  the  saiTie 
log  hut,  and  soon  discovcr.'d  in  hitn  an  elevation  of  mind  which 
gave  fair  promise  of  th<^.<c  "":gh  achievements  to  which  he  attained. 
His  manners  were  soft  anJ  conciliating  and  at  the  same  time  ele- 
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vated.  I  used  to  take  much  pleasure  in  accompanying  him  about 
with  his  theodolite,  measuring  the  heights  of  the  surrounding 
mountains.  He  was  very  ready  in  mathematics.  Our  family  now 
consisted  of  Brigadier-General  Parsons,  Doctor,  afterwards  Presi- 
ent  Dwight,  Kosciusko,  and  myself,  with  the  domestics.  .... 
AVhen  the  weather  had  become  mild  and  pleasant  in  April,  I  went 
one  day  with  Dr.  Dwight  down  to  view  the  ruins  of  Fort  Mont- 
gomery, distant  about  eight  or  ten  miles.  There  was  a  pond  just 
north  of  the  fort,  where  we  found  the  British  had  thrown  in  the 
bodies  of  their  own  and  our  men  who  fell  in  the  assault  of  the 
fort." 

lie  closes  a  very  gruesome  account  of  tlie  spectacle  with 
the  exclamation  : 

"Had  the  fort  held  out  a  little  longer,  I  very  probably  might 
have  lain  among  them." 

I  shall  close  this  rambling  paper  with  a  notice  of  a 
proposed  invasion  of  this  quiet  village,  a  bill  for  which 
actually  passed  the  Lower  House  of  the  General  Assembly 
near  the  close  of  the  war  in  1781  : 

"Resolved  by  this  Assembly  that  considering  the  peculiar 
difficulty  that  many  of  the  members  of  this  Assembly  meet  with 
in  procuring  subsistence  for  themselves  and  forage  for  tlicir 
horses,  it  is  expedient  this  Assembly  be  adjourned  to  the  town  of 
Farmington  to  transact  and  comi^lete  the  business  of  the  present 
session,  as  soon,  as  proper  accommodations  can  be  made  and  that 
the  selectmen  of  said  town  be  desired  to  make  the  necessary  pre- 
paration f(.)r  the  reception  of  the  Assembly  as  soon  as  possil)le. 
"  Passed  in  tlie  Lower  House, 

"Test,  John  Treadweij.,  Clerk,  P.  T." 

The  reply  to  this  request  by  the  Selectmen  of  Farm- 
ington was  as  follows : 

"To  the  Honorable  Lower  House  of  Assembly  now  sitting  in 
Hartford.  Being  desired  by  your  Honors  to  make  inquiry  whether 
llie  General  Assembly  may  be  accommodated  in  their  present  ses- 
sions in  this  tv)wn,  we  have  to  observe  that  from  the  knt)\s  leili:e 
we  have  of  the  circumstances  of  the  inhabitants,  we  are  uf  the 
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opinion  that  should  the  Honorable  Assembly  signify  their  deter- 
mination to  adjourn  to  this  place,  the  members  might  be  conveni- 
ently, though  perhaps  not  elegantly  subsisted,  and  their  horses 
Yv-ell  provided.  The  greatest  dithculty  ^vill  be  to  provide  a  house 
in  which  it  would  be  convenient  to  transact  business.  The  i\Ieet- 
ing  House,  though  elegant  and  well  tinished,  would  be  inconveni- 
ent for  want  of  a  fire  at  this  inclement  season.  The  dwelling 
house  of  Mr.  Asahel  Wadsworth,  situate  in  the  center  of  the  town, 
may  be  obtained  for  the  ptirpose,  and  is  as  convenient  as  any  in 
the  town.  It  is  42  feet  in  length  and  about  22  in  breadth.  The 
rooms  on  the  lower  floor  finished,  and  one  of  them  may  well 
accommodate  the  Honorable  Upper  House.  There  are  two  stacks 
of  chimnies,  one  at  each  end.  The  chambers  are  unfurnished,  the 
floor  laid  hwi  not  divided  into  several  apartments.  One  fire  place 
is  finished,  and  the  room,  if  proper  seats  were  made,  which  might 
soon  be  done,  would  be  large  enough  for  the  Lower  House.  The 
house  is  covered  with  jointed  boards  and  clapboards  upon  them, 
but  neither  ceiled  nor  plastered.  This  is  an  exact  description  of 
Mr.  Wadsworth's  house,  and  if  the  Honorable  Assembly  shall 
judge  it  will  answer  the  purpose,  upon  suitable  notice  might  be 
accommodated  and  other  preparation  made  in  a  short  time. 

"We  are,  with  sentiments  of  the  highest  esteem  and  regard, 
"Your  Honors'  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servants. 

"Farmington,  February  26,  17S1. 

James  Judd,        \  Selectmen 
Isaac  Bid  well,  \  of  Farmington. 

A  letter  frotn  Elijafi  Hubbard  offering  the  Assembly 
accommodations  at  ^^liddletown  equally  mag-nificent  was 
also  sent. 

Time  fails  to  speak  of  the  after-life  of  these  worthy 
men,  of  William  Jtidd,  fauK^us  in  the  political  history  of 
the  Slate;  of  John  Tread  well,  last  of  the  I^uritan  (jover- 
nors  of  Connecticut;  of  Samuel  Richards,  first  post- 
master of  I^^irmipgton  ;  of  Roger  Ih^oker,  sitting  of  a 
summer  eveninij:  under  his  noble  ehn  tree  and  deliohtinu' 
the  assembled  youth  of  the  vilkige  with  tales  of  a  .seafar- 
ing youth,  of  ship\yreck,  and  of  his  long  service  in  the 
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Continental  army  ;  of  Timothy  Hosmer,  village  doctor, 
army  surgeon,  judge  of  Ontario  county,  New  York,  and 
pioneer  settler  of  that  western  wilderness ;  of  Noadiah 
Hooker,  honored  with  many  public  trusts,  and  finally,  as 
a  white-haired  old  man,  standing  on  the  hillside  above 
Whitehall  and  dropping  a  not  unmanly  tear  over  the 
graves  of  a  hundred  of  his  soldiers  buried  by  him  during 
the  terrible  days  of  the  pestilence  at  Skenesborough  ;  of 
John  iMix,  for  twenty-six  years  the  representative  of  this 
town  to  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State,  and  of  Tim- 
othy Pitkin,  welcoming  his  children  home  from  their  vic- 
torious struggle,  their  beloved  pastor  and  faithful  friend. 
There  were  other,  many  other,  worthy  men  of  whom  we 
would  know  more,  who  deserved  Avell  of  their  country. 
If  this  paper  shall  prompt  any  one  to  preserve  the  scanty 
memorials  of  them  which  still  exist,  my  labor  this  even- 
ing will  not  have  been  in  vain. 


D  HOUSES  iN  h AK/mAG  i  0^" 


AN 

STORICAL  ADDRESS 

IJELn-F.RED   AT  THE 

Bjimial  iBeetino 

OF 

Village  Library  Company 

OF 

FARMiNGTON,  CONN. 

BV  JULIUS  GAY 


Hauikiki),  Conn. 
rrss  wf  The  Ca-;e,  L(>ck\v«">(l  \  Hnutuird  C(»ni[)any 
i    \)  5 


OLD  HOUSES  IN  FARMINGTON 


AN 

HISTORICAL  ADDRESS 


DELIVERED  AT  THE 


Hiinual  nDcetiito 


OF 


The  Village  LibraryCompany 


FARMINGTON,  CONN. 

•      Bv  JULIUS  GAY 


IIakikokm.  Conn. 
Press  of  The  Ca^o,  Lockwood       r^ainaril  Company 
I  S  (;  5 


ADDRESS. 


I.adics  and  Gentle  men  of  the  Village  Library  Company  of 
Farmington : 

I  have  been  requested  to  speak  this  evening  of  the  old 
houses  of  Farmington  and  of  some  of  the  people  Avho 
lived  in  them.  If  my  paper  be  not  very  profound  with 
great  events  and  much  learning,  it  may  perhaps  none  the 
less,  for  a  passing  hour,  revive  the  fast-fading  picture  of 
our  ancestors,  their  virtues  and  their  foibles. 

In  the  winter  of  1639,  when  the  town  of  Hartford  had 
been  founded  three  and  one-half  years,  and  Windsor  and 
Wethersfield  about  the  same  time,  all  three  towns  began 
to  think  their  broad  acres  too  limited,  and  applied  to  the 
General  Court  "  for  some  enlargement  of  accommodation." 
A  committee  was  appointed  to  view,  the  valley  of  the 
Tunxis  and  report  on  the  2otli  of  February,  but  AVinds(^r 
was  busy  building  a  bridge  and  a  meeting  house,  aud 
their  neighbors  of  Wethersfield  objected  to  the  wintry 
weather;  so  the  Court  added  to  the  committee  Capt.  John 
Mason,  who  had  recently  rid  the  colony  of  600  or  700 
iVquots,  and  wlio  brought  the  Court  on  the  15th  of  Juno 
following  to  order  the  Particular  C(Hirt  "  to  conclude  tlic 
conditions  for  the  planting  of  I'unxis." 

Five  years  thereafter,  in  1645,  the  village  of  Tunxis 
^cpus,  literally  the  village  at  the  bend  of  the  little  river, 
became  by  legislative  enactment  the  town  (^f  Farmington. 

The  settlers  found  the  natural  features  of  the  ])lacc 
nutch  as  we  see  them  to-day.  'J'o  the  cast  of  the  main 
street  their  l(Hs  extended  to  the  mountain,  and  -mi  the 


west  to  the  river,  beyond  which  fertile  meadows  spread 
away  to  the  western  hills,  tindisfigured  for  more  than  one 
hundred  years  by  divisional  fences,  a  broad  panorama  of 
wavinof  2:rain  and  o^reen  corn  fields. 

The  land  was  indeed  owned  in  severalty,  but  annually 
the  proprietors  voted  on  what  day  in  October  they  would 
use  it  for  pasturage,  and  on  what  day  in  April  all  must 
remove  their  flocks  and  herds.  Access  to  this  common 
field  was  through  the  North  jMeadow  Gate  just  west  of 
the  Catholic  church,  or  through  the  South  ]\Ieadow  Gate 
near  the  Pequabuc  stone  bridge.  Along  the  main  street 
houses  began  to  rise,  log  huts  at  first,  each  provided  by 
law  with  a  ladder  reaching  to  the  ridge  to  be  examined 
every  six  months  by  the  chimney-viewers.  In  171 1  the 
town  granted  fourscore  acres  of  land  to  encourage  the 
erection  of  a  saw-mill,  but  long  before  this  time  frame 
houses  had  been  built,  the  sides  covered  with  short  clap- 
boards split  from  logs.  The  oldest  house  of  which  we 
know  the  date  of  erection  was  built  in  1700  by  John 
Clark  and  stood  until  1880  on  the  east  side  of  High  street, 
a  little  south  of  Mrs.  Barney's.  It  had  a  lean  to  roof,  the 
upper  story  much  projecting,  and  ornamented  with  con- 
spicuous pendants.  Another,  the  last  of  this  style,  but 
with  modern  covering,  still  stands  about  seventy-five  rods 
further  south.  Within,  a  huge  chimney  with  its  enor- 
mous fire-place  and  ovens,  filled  a  large  part  of  the  lo\\'cr 
story,  barring  all  convenient  access  to  the  interior  of  the 
house  by  the  front  door.  But  this  sacred  portal  was  sel- 
dom used  except  for  weddings,  funerals,  and  davs  oi 
solemn  thanksgiving.  Later  on  ap|)ears  the  gambrcl 
roof,  which  was  the  approved  style  until  the  time  of  the 
Revolution,  and  which  is  even  now  being  revived  under 
the  name  of  the  Old  Colonial  style.  The  huge  chimney 
was  at  length  divided  into  two,  and  mo\'ed  out  of  the  Nvay 
of  the  front  door,  which  liow,  with  its  polished  brass 


5 


knocker,  welcomed  the  approaching  guest.  An  old  house 
was  seldom  pulled  dowm,  but,  moved  to  the  rear,  it  made 
a  kitchen  for  the  newer  structure,  so  that  in  time  the 
house  had  as  many  styles  of  architecture  and  dates  of 
erection  as  an  English  cathedral. 

As  we  first  come  in  sight  of  the  village,  looking  down 
upon  it  from  the  Hartford  road,  we  see  on  the  left  one  of 
our  oldest  houses  long  owned  by  Seth  North,  and  built 
by  his  father  Timothy  or  his  grandfather  Thomas.  Mr. 
North  did  not  take  kindly  to  Puritan  ways  and  never 
went  to  church,  and  so  was  universally  known  as  "  Sinner 
North."  By  the  children  he  was  pleased  to  be  addressed 
in  the  most  deferential  manner  as  Mr.  Sinner."  A  most 
excellent  authority,  writing  me  about  the  old-time  char- 
acter of  the  village,  mentioned  "its  universally  genteel 
ways,  where  everybody  went  to  church  except  Sinner 
North."  He  was  otherwise  so  much  in  accordance  with 
modern  ideas,  that  as  he  drew  near  his  end,  he  ordered 
his  body  to  be  cremated,  the  place  a  lonely  spot  on  the 
mountain  between  two  rocks,  and  his  friend,  Adam  Stew- 
art, chief  cremator,  who  was  to  inherit  the  house  for  his 
kindly  services.  The  civil  authority,  however,  interposed 
and  insisted  on  giving  him  what  they  deemed  a  Christian 
burial,  but  Adam  Stewart  got  the  house  and  it  remained 
in  the  family  many  years.  Nearly  opposite  stood  in  Rev- 
ohitionary  days  the  tavern  of  Samuel  North,  Jr.  He,  too, 
found  his  ways  at  variance  with  public  opinion,  bought, 
as  he  states  it,  his  rum,  sugar,  tea,  etc.,  in  violation  of  the 
excise  laws,  in  foreign  parts,  sold  them  for  Continental 
money  which  proved  worthless,  and  then  was  arrested  on 
complaint  of  Thomas  Lewis  and  Deacon  Bull  and  fined 
£ioo,  the  General  Court  declining  to  interfere.  A  little 
east  of  Mr.  North's  tavern  stood  the  home  of  the  liird 
family  from  whom  the  hill  derived  its  name.  They  have 
all  long  ago  taken  their  flight  fo  other  towns,  but  our  old- 


est  men  can  easily  remember  the  old  house  and  the  tragic 
end  of  Noadiah  Bird,  one  of  the  last  of  the  family  avIio 
dwelt  there.  He  was  killed  by  an  escaped  lunatic  on  the 
night  of  Sunday,  May  15,  1825,  and  the  attempt  to  capture 
the  lunatic  resulted  in  the  death  of  still  another  citizen. 
Descending  the  hill  toward  the  west,  we  find  on  the  cor- 
ner where  the  road,  formerly  called  the  road  to  Simsbury, 
runs  northward,  an  old  house  once  the  home  of  Josiah 
North,  and  soon  after  his  death  in  1784,  passing  into  the 
hands  of  Capt.  Isaac  Buck,  who  there  lived  and  died  at  an 
advanced  aofe.  But  we  must  not  linofcr  on  the  site  of  the 
numerous  houses  that  once  looked  over  the  valley  from 
this  hill,  only  at  the  foot  we  must  stay  a  moment,  though 
the  little  red  house  of  Gov.  Treadwell,  just  north  of  Poke 
brook  and  west  of  the  big  rock  can  only  be  remembered 
by  the  oldest  of  our  people.  Dr.  Porter  and  Professor 
Denison  Olmsted  have  both  written  worthy  memorials 
of  this  eminent  patriot,  scholar,  and  Christian,  but  any 
exhaustive  account  of  his  public  services  must  be  a  his- 
tory of  the  common  school  system  of  Connecticut,  of  the 
rise  of  foreign  missions,  and  of  much  of  the  political  his- 
tory of  the  State  in  the  days  of  the  Revolution. 

Crossing  the  brook  and  walking  on  the  line  of  the  oUl 
road  which  once  ran  where  the  south  gate  of  the  prem- 
ises of  ^Ir.  Barney  stands,  we  come  upon  the  house  of 
Mr.  Elijah  L.  Lewis,  built  for  his  grandfather  Elijah  in 
1790,  the  family  living  while  it  was  building  in  an  old 
house  just  v%'est.  Going  southerly  about  thirty  rods,  wc 
find  on  the  corner  next  south  of  the  North  sclKv^lhoiisc 
an  old  gambrcl-roofed  building  with  the  end  towards  the 
street,  and,  in  some  far-off  time,  painted  red.  In  175: 
it  was  the  property  of  I  )aniel  Curtis,  who,  twenty  vcars 
thereafter,  sold  it  to  his  son  Gabriel,  who,  after  another 
twent}^  years,  fonnd  it  necessary  to  pay  Capt.  jndah 
Woodruff  for  new  windows  and  for  twcntv  davs'  labor  in 


making  the  old  structure  habitable.  Gabriel  was  a  tanner 
and  shoemaker,  and  in  1812  sold  out  to  Frederick  Andrus 
of  the  same  trade,  removing  to  Burlington,  Vermont. 
The  old  house  now  became  the  noisy  abode  of  journey- 
men shoemakers  pounding  leather  under  the  direction  of 
Mr.  Andrus,  thereafter  known  as  Boss  Andrus.  He  died 
in  1845,  the  old  house  followed  the  usual  dreary 
fortunes  of  a  tenement  house  until,  in  1882,  we  find  it 
transformed  by  the  subtle  magic  of  a  genial  philanthropy, 
into  the  home  of  the  Tunxis  Library.  Entertaining 
books  fill  every  nook  and  corner,  and  antique  furniture 
ranged  around  the  vast  old-time  fireplace  welcome  readers 
vouuq:  and  old  to  a  free  and  healthful  entertainment. 

The  old  house  next  west,  in  1752  the  residence  of 
Daniel  Curtis,  became  thereafter  the  home  of  his  son 
vSolomon  until  he  died  in  the  army  in  1776.  In  1822,  his 
heirs  sold  it  to  Frederick  Andrus.  The  brick  blacksmith 
shop  and  the  white  house  adjoining  were  built  soon  after 
1823  by  Charles  Frost.  The  land  on  which  the  house 
next  west  stands  was  successively  owned  by  the  families 
of  Norton,  Rew,  Judd,  North,  Smith,  Whitmore,  and 
I^eWolf.  I  do  not  know  who  built  the  house.  The  Elm 
Tree  Inn,  where  Phinehas  Lewis  once  kept  a  famous  tav- 
ern in  revolutionary  days,  was  built  at  various  times. 

Just  across  the  line  on  what  was  once  the  garden  of 
CoL  Gay  and  of  three  generations  of  his  descendants, 
st(3od  the  little  red  shop  now  removed  to  the  east  side  of 
tlie  Waterville  road  just  north  of  Poke  brook.  In  1795, 
(labriel  Curtis  pays  Capt.  Judah  Woodruff  thirteen  shil- 
lings for  making  for  it  a  show  window  of  thirty-two 
sashes  (yon  can  count  them  to-day  if  you  like)  for  his  son 
Lewis  Curtis.  Lewis  advertises  in  the  Couwcticiit  Coiirant 
under  date  of  1799, '*  that  he  still  continues  to  carry  on 
the  clock-making  business,  such  as  chime  clocks  that  play 
a  number  of  dKferent  tunes  and  clocks  that  exhibit  the 
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moon's  age,"  etc.,  etc.  A  few  steps  down  the  hill  west- 
ward bring  us  to  the  house  built  by  Col.  Fisher  Gay  in 
1/66  and  1767,  as  appears  by  his  ledger  account  with 
Capt.  Woodruff.  Col.  Gay  died  early  in  the  war,  and 
some  account  of  his  public  services  can  be  found  in  H.  P. 
Johnston's    Yale  in  the  Revolution." 

Crossing  the  Waterville  road,  we  come  to  the  house 
opposite  the  Catholic  Church,  some  parts  of  which  are 
very  old,  the  upper  story  of  the  front,  however,  having 
been  built  by  the  late  Capt.  Pomeroy  Strong,  soon  after 
he  bought  the  place  in  1802.  There  was,  as  early  as 
1645,  one  more  house  to  the  west,  and  then  came  the 
North  Meadow  gate. 

Returning  now  to  the  main  street,  the  highway  com- 
mittee in  1785  sold  to  Deacon  Samuel  Richards  a  strip 
out  of  the  center  of  the  highway,  26  feet  wide,  where,  in 
the  year  following,  he  built  the  little  shop  in  which  traffic 
has  been  carried  on  successively  by  himself,  Horace  and 
Timothy  Cowles,  James  K  Camp,  William  Gay,  and  by 
his  son,  the  present  owner.  Crossing  the  trolley  track, 
we  come  upon  the  lot  on  which  Daniel  Curtis  and  his 
youngest  son,  Eleazer,  had  in  1783,  as  the  deed  roads, 
mutually  agreed  to  build  a  new  house,  ....  and 
have  large  provision  for  the  same."  As  they  held  it 
until  1794,  it  is  probable  that  the  present  edifice  was  built 
by  them.  The  next  house  south,  where  Mr.  Abner  Bid- 
well  lived  many  years,  was  built  by  Deacon  Samuel 
Richards  in  1792  as  he  records  in  his  diary. 

I  have  spoken  at  some  length  in  my  last  paper  of  tliis 
very  worthy  man  and  of  his  honoral)lc  service  all  thrtnigh 
the  revolutionary  war.  lie  was  a  Puritan  of  the  Puritans, 
of  the  strictest  integrity,  kindly  of  heart,  precise  in  man- 
ner, and  with  a  countenance  grave,  not  to  sav  solemn,  as 
became  a  deacon  of  the  olden  time.  It  is  related  that  a 
small  boy  once  sent  to  his  store,  was  so  overpowered  hy 
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the  gravity  of  his  demeanor,  that  instead  of  asking  for  a 
pair  of  H  and  L  hinges,  he  demanded  of  the  horrified 
deacon  a  pair  of  archangels.  He  was  the  first  postmaster 
of  Farmington.  On  the  22d  of  July,  1799,  he  advertises  in 
the  Coiujccticut  Couraiit  : 

"Information.  A  post-office  is  established  at  Farmington  for 
public  accommodation.    Samuel  Richards,  D.  P.  ]Master." 

The  post-office  was  in  the  front  hall  of  his  house,  and  the 
half  dozen  letters  that  sometimes  accumulated  were 
fastened  against  the  wall  by  tapes  crossing  each  other  in 
a  diamond  pattern.  Five  years  later  he  records  in  his 
diary,  Kept  the  post-office,  the  proceeds  of  which  were 
forty  dollars,  the  one-half  of  which  I  gave  to  Horace 
Cowles  for  assisting  me."  The  year  after  he  obtained 
this  lucrative  office,  instead  of  recording  as  heretofore  the 
"  continuation  of  distress  in  my  temporal  concerns,"  he 
deplores  "  my  unthankfulness  to  God  for  his  great  good- 
ness to  me.    He  is  now  trying  me  by  prosperity." 

Immediately  to  the  south  stands  a  house  which,  before 
it  was  modernized  by  the  late  jMr.  Leonard  Winship,  I 
remember  as  an  old  red,  dilapidated  structure,  built  by  I 
know  not  wdiom.  During  the  Revolution  it  was  owned 
by  Nehemiah  Street,  who,  as  I  told  you  at  the  opening  of 
this  library,  was  fined  along  with  many  of  the  young 
people  of  the  village,  because,  being  assembled  at  his 
house,  they  refused  to  disperse  until  after  nine  o'clock  at 
night.  Mr.  Street  was  frequently  in  similar  trouble  imtil 
disgusted  with  Puritan  ways,  he  converted  his  goods 
into  money  and  sought  the  freedom  of  the  far  West. 
Poor  Nehemiah  !  He  soon  found  something  worse  than 
New  England  justice.  Having  invested  his  money  in  a 
drove  of  cattle,  he  sold  them  at  Niagara  FaUs  for  six  hun- 
dred pounds  and  fell  in  with  a  certain  James  Gale  of 
Goshen,  N.  Y.,  who  during  the  war  commanded  a  plunder- 
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ing-  party  on  Long-  Island.  This  treacherous  companion 
followed  him  from  Niagara,  and  watching  his  opportunity 
while  Mr.  Street  was  bending  over  a  spring  of  water  by 
the  roadside,  struck  him  from  behind  with  a  tomahawk, 
and  all  the  troubles  of  Nehemiah  were  ended. 

The  land  to  the  south  once  belonged  to  Rev.  Samuel 
Hooker  and  remained  in  the  family  for  four  generations. 
Here  stands  the  house  where  Major  Hooker  lived  and 
died,  and  where,  under  a  great  elm  tree  in  front,  most 
genial  of  story-tellers,  he  was  wont  to  sit  of  a  summer 
evening  and  entertain  his  youthful  friends.  On  this 
locality  lived  his  father,  Roger,  and  his  grandfather,  John. 
The  latter  was  an  assistant,  a  judge  of  the  Superior  Court 
and  a  man  of  note  in  the  colony.  Deacon  Edward  Hooker 
states  that  John  Hooker  and  the  Rev.  Samuel  Whitman 
were  the  only  men  in  town  that  were  saluted  with  the 
title  of  ^Ir.  Others  were  known  as  Goodman  or  Gaffer. 
Mr.  Whitman,  the  minister,  he  says,  would  always  wait 
on  the  meeting-house  steps  for  ^Ir.  Hooker  to  come  up 
and  enter  the  house  with  him  on  Sabbath  morning  and 
share  with  him  the  respectful  salutation  of  the  people. 

Passing  over  the  site  where  once  stood  the  store  of 
Samuel  Smith,  we  come  to  the  brick  buildinof  erected  in 
1 791  by  Reuben  S.  Norton  for  a  store,  and  which  has 
since  been  used  for  divers  purposes  —  store,  tailor's  shop, 
tenement  house,  post-office,  church,  groggery,  and  now, 
much  enlarged,  for  a  savings  bank.  Where  my  house 
stands,  there  stood,  until  I  removed  it  in  1872,  the  very 
old  house  of  Solomon  Whitman.  At  the  northeast  corner 
was  a  square  addition  in  which  Miss  Nancy  Whitman 
presided  over  the  post-othce.  1  remember  calling  on  the 
way  from  school  and  seeing  through  the  small  delivery 
window  a  huge  dining-tablc  covered  with  methodically- 
arranged  letters  and  papers,  and  Miss  Nancy, "with  gold- 
rimmed  spectacles,  bending  over  them.    By  this  littic 


window,  on  a  high  shelf,  to  be  out  of  reach  of  mischievous 
boys,  stood  a  big  dinner  bell  to  call  the  postmistress,  when 
necessary,  from  regions  remote.  Sometimes  "an  advent- 
urous youth,  by  climbing  on  the  back  of  a  comrade,  suc- 
ceeded in  eettinof  hold  of  the  bell,  but  I  never  knew  the 
same  boy  to  repeat  the  offense.  The  next  buildings  are 
modern,  so  let  us  hurry  on  past  the  drug  store  built  some- 
where between  1813  and  18 18  by  Elijah  and  Gad  Cowles, 
and  past  the  brick  schoolhouse  of  Miss  Porter,  built  by 
Major  Cowles  as  a  hotel  to  accommodate  the  vast  con- 
course of  travelers  about  to  come  to  the  village  by  the 
Farmington  canal.  Next  comes  a  house  built  by  Capt. 
Judah  Woodruff  for  Thomas  Hart  Hooker  in  1768,  and 
very  soon  passing  with  the  mill  property  into  the  posses- 
sion of  the  Demings.  It  was  said  during  the  days  of 
fugitive  slave  laws  to  have  been, an  important  station  on 
the  underground  railroad.  It  is  best  known  to  most  of  us 
as  the  residence  of  the  late  Samuel  Deming,  Esq.,  for 
many  years  a  trial  justice  of  the  town,  Avho  fearlessly 
executed  the  law,  whether  his  barns  were  burned,  or 
whatever  happened.  We  did  not  suffer  from  that  curse 
of  society,  a  lax  administration  of  justice.  The  house 
next  north  of  the  post-office,  now  owned  by  ^^Ir.  Chauncey 
Deming,  is  said  by  the  historian  of  the  "  Hart  Family  "  to 
have  belonged  to  Deacon  John  Hart,  son  of  Capt.  John, 
and  if  so,  must  be  about  150  years  old.  The  land  was 
in  the  Hart  family  for  five  generations.  Near  the  site 
of  the  post-office  stood  the  house  of  Sergeant  John  Hart, 
son  of  Deacon  vStephen,  the  immigrant,  in  which  he 
with  his  family  were  burned  on  the  night  of  Saturday, 
December  15,  1666,  eight  persons  in  all,  only  one  son, 
afterward  known  as  Capt.  John,  escaped,  he  being  ab- 
sent at  their  farm  in  Nod,  now  Avon.  From  this  point 
stHithward  to  the  road  down  to  the  new  cemetery,  all 
the  houses  were  destroyed  by  the  great  fire  of  July  21, 
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1864,  including  the  long-  yellow  house,  just  north  of  the 
present  parsonage,  which  was  the  home  of  Rev.  Timothy 
Pitkin  during  his  sixty  years'  residence  in  our  village. 
In  my  last  paper  I  spoke  of  him  as  a  patriot  in  the  War  of 
Independence.  Of  his  high  character  and  fervid  elo- 
quence as  pastor  and  preacher,  we  have  the  testimony  of 
Dr.  Porter  in  his  Ilalf-Century  Discourse."  Professor 
Olmsted  says  of  him  :  Do  you  not  see  him  coming  in  at 
yonder  door,  habited  in  his  flowing  blue  cloak,  with  his 
snow-white  wig  and  tri-cornered  hat  of  the  olden  time  ? 
Do  you  not  see  him  wending  his  way  through  the  aisle  to 
the  pulpit,  bowing  on  either  side  with  the  dignity  and 
grace  of  the  old  nobility  of  Connecticut?"  Immediately 
south  of  the  road  to  the  new  cemetery  stands  the  brick 
house  built  by  Dr.  Porter  in  1808,  the  year  of  his  mar- 
riage. We  need  not  linger  in  our  hasty  progress  to  speak 
of  the  manifold  virtues  of  one  too  well  known  to  us  all, 
and  personally  to  many  of  us  to  need  any  eulogies  here. 
The  next  house,  now  the  residence  of  Mr.  Rowe,  was 
built  by  the  Rev.  Joseph  Washburn  on  a  lot  purchased 
by  him  for  that  purpose  in  1796.  This  healer  of  dissen- 
sions and  much-loved  pastor,  after  a  settlement  of  eleven 
years,  while  seeking  a  mild  southern  climate  in  his  failing 
health,  died  on  the  voyage  on  Christmas  day,  1805,  and 
was  buried  at  sea.  A  few  years  later  his  house  became 
the  home  of  this  library  under  the  care  of  Deacon  Elijah 
Porter.  The  large  brick  house  on  the  top  of  the  hill, 
with  its  imposing  Roman  facade  looking  southward,  was 
built  by  Ctcu.  George  Cowlcs.  The  house  on  the  corner, 
long  the  residence  of  Zcnas  Cowlcs,  and  now  (»wncd  b\' 
Lieut. -Commander  Cowlcs  of  the  U.  vS.  Xavy,  of  a  stvlc 
of  architecture  much  superior  to  all  houses  of  the  vil- 
lage of  that  time  and  perhaps  (^f  anv  time,  is  said  to 
have  been  designed  by  an  otlicer  of  lUirgovne's  army  sent 
liere  as  a  prisoner  of  war.    The  house  next  north  of  it 
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was  bought  by  the  late  Richard  Cowles  in  1810,  and  must 
have  been  built  by  its  foniier  owner  and  occupant,  Coral 
Case,  or  by  his  father,  John  Case. 

But  it  is  high  time  that  we  crossed  the  street  and  com- 
menced our  return.  Nearh'  opposite  the  last-mentioned 
house  stood  the  dwelling  of  the  Rev.  Samuel  Hooker, 
second  minister  of  Farmington,  of  whom  I  have  formerly 
spoken.  On  this  site,  and  probably  in  the  same  house, 
lived  Roger  Newton,  his  brother-in-law  and  the  first 
pastor  of  this  church.  On  the  13th  of  October,  1652,110 
stood  up  with  six  other  Christian  men,  and  they  known 
in  New  England  phraseology  as  the  "  Seven  Pillars  of 
the  Church,"  seeking  no  authority  from  any  intermediary 
church,  consociation,  bishop,  priest,  or  earthly  hierarch, 
but  deriving  their  powers  from  the  Word  of  God  alone, 
as  they  understood  it,  declared  themselves  to  be  the  First 
Church  of  Christ  in  Farmington.  Probably  during  the 
pastorate  of  Mv.  Newton  there  was  no  meeting-house. 
The  Fast  Day  service  of  December,  1666,  we  know  was 
held  at  the  house  of  Sergeant  John  Hart,  two  days  before 
the  fire,  and  there  is  a  carefully  transmitted  tradition, 
that  the  services  of  the  Sabbath  were  held  on  the  west 
side  of  the  main  street  a  little  south  of  the  Meadow  Lane, 
and,  therefore,  probably  at  the  house  owned  by  ^Irs. 
Sarah  Wilson,  sister  of  Rev.  Samuel  Hooker,  where  now 
stands  the  house  of  T.  H.  and  L.  C.  Root.  We  hear  of 
no  meeting-house  until  1672,  when  the  record  called  the 
New  Book  begins,  tlie  "  ould  book  *'  having  been  worn 
out  and  lost,  and  witli  it  all  account  of  the  erection  of  the 
first  house.  In  September,  1657,  Mr.  Newton  was  dis- 
missed from  this  church  and  went  to  Boston  to  take  sliip 
for  England.  What  befel  him  by  the  way  is  narrated  by 
John  Hull,  mint-master  of  Boston,  he  who  coined  the 
famous  ])ine-tree  shillings.  After  waiting  on  shij)board 
at  Nantasket  Roads  six'  or  eight  days  for  a  favorable 
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wind,  the  commissioners  of  the  colonies  and  the  Rev. 
John  Norton  sent  for  him,  desiring-  a  conference  before 
his  departure.  The  captain  of  the  vessel  and  his  associ- 
ates, of  a  race  always  superstitious,  thinking  this  divine 
another  Jonah  and  the  cause  of  their  detention,  hurried 
him  on  shore,  and,  the  wind  immediately  turning  fair, 
wsailed  on  their  way  without  him.  He  remained  in  Boston 
several  weeks,  preaching  for  Rev.  John  Norton  on  the 
17th  of  October.  After  this  date,  we  lose  sight  of  him 
until  his  settlement  in  T^Iilford  on  the  22d  of  August,  1660. 

Crossing  the  road  formerly  known  as  the  highway 
leading  to  the  old  mill  place,"  and  a  century  later  as 
"  Hatter's  Lane,"  we  come  to  the  house  next  south  of  the 
old  cemetery,  owned  and  probably  built  by  John  ^lix. 
He  was  commonly  known  as  Squire  Mix,  a  graduate  of 
Yale,  an  officer  of  the  Revolution,  ten  years  Judge  of 
Probate,  thirty-two  years  town  clerk,  and  twenty-six  years 
a  representative  to  the  General  x\ssembly.  He  was,  as  I 
am  told  by  those  who  knew  him  well,  tall  in  stature, 
dressed  as  a  gentleman  of  the  time,  with  silver  knee- 
buckles,  formal  in  manner,  of  quick  temper,  punctilious, 
very  hospitable,  a  good  neighbor,  a  member  of  no  church, 
and  bound  by  no  creed,  and  in  politics  a  federalist.  In 
his  latter  days,  when  old  age  and  total  blindness  shut  him 
out  from  the  busy  world,  when  the  political  party  of  his 
active  days  had  passed  away,  and  new  men  who  hated  the 
names  of  AVashington  and  Hamilton  filled  all  the  old 
familiar  places  in  the  town,  the  vState,  and  the  nation,  he 
is  said  to  have  sometimes  longed  for  a  judicious  use  of 
the  thunderbolts  of  the  Almightv.  Here,  too,  for  nuicli 
of  his  life  lived  his  son  Ebenezer  ^lix,  universally  known 
as  Captain  Kb.,  who  made  voyages  to  China  and  brought 
back  to  the  merchant  princes  (^f  the  town,  tea,  spiers, 
silks,  china  tea-sets,  marked  with  the  names  of  weaUhy 
purchasers,  and  all  the  luxuries  of  the  Orient. 


15 


Passing  the  house  adjoining  the  bury ing-ground  on 
the  north,  the  home  of  this  library  and  of  Deacon  Elijah 
Porter  until  his  marriage  in  1812,  we  come  to  the  house 
built  by  ^Ir.  Asahel  Wadsworth,  and  which  was  reported 
unfinished  in  1781  when  the  General  Assembly,  dissatis- 
fied with  its  treatment  by  the  inn-keepers  of  Hartford, 
proposed  to  finish  their  winter  session  elsewhere,  and  re- 
quested the  selectmen  of  Farmington  to  report  what 
accommodation  could  be  obtained  here.  The  next  house, 
from  which  the  stage  coach  goes  its  daily  rounds,  was 
once  the  residence  of  Mr.  Asa  Andrews,  and  after  1826,  of 
his  son-in-law,  the  late  Deacon  Simeon  Hart.  In  the 
brick  shop  next  north,  Air.  Andrews  made  japanned  tin 
ware.  He  was  the  maker  of  those  chandeliers,  com- 
pounds of  wood  and  tin,  that  long  hung  from  the  meeting- 
house ceiling.  Crossing  the  street  formerly  known  as  the 
Little  Back  Lane,  we  come  to  the  house  built  by  Asa 
iVndrews  on  land  bought  in  1804,  and  where  Deacon  Sim- 
eon Hart  for  many  years  kept  his  well-known  school. 
About  twenty  rods  south,  on  the  east  side  of  that  street, 
we  come  to  the  gambrel-roofed  house  built  by  Hon. 
Timoth}^  Pitkin,  LL.D.,  on  a  lot  bought  by  him  in  1788. 
He  was  a  son  of  the  Rev.  Timothy  Pitkin,  a  graduate  of 
Yale,  a  lawyer  by  profession,  five  times  speaker  of  the 
Legislature,  a  member  of  Congress  from  1806  to  1820, 
and  the  author  of  a  *'  Political  and  Civil  History  of  the 
United  States,"  of  great  value  as  a  book  of  reference. 
Next  south  is  the  gambrel-roofed  house  formerly  the 
home  of  Capt.  vSelah  Porter,  and  immediately  beyond  this 
once  stood  the  house  of  Deacon  ^Martin  Pull  and  of  his 
father  before  him. 

Returninor  to  the  late  residence  of  Deacon  Simeon 
Hart,  and  crossing  the  now  vacant  \oi  where  once  Ihnir- 
ished  the  famous  inn  of  Anios  Cc)\vlcs,  we  rcacli  the  house 
with  Ionic  columns  built  by  the  late  Major  Timothy 
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Cowles.  Chauncey  Jerome,  in  his  History  of  the  Amer- 
ican Clock  Business,"  says,  tinder  date  of  1815-: 

"I moved  to  the  town  of  Farmington  and  went 

to  work  for*Capt.  Selah  Porter  for  twenty  dollars  per  month.  We 
built  a  house  for  Major  Timothy  Cowles,  which  was  then  the  best 
one  in  Farmington." 

The  meeting-house  next  on  our  way  need  not  detain  us. 
He  who  would  attempt  to  add  to  the  graphic  and  exhaust- 
ive history  by  President  Porter  would  be  presumptuous 
indeed.  The  next  house  of  brick  was  built  by  Gad 
Cowles  within  the  century,  and  the  three-story  house  of 
•  Dr.  Wheeler  on  the  corner,  by  Jonathan  Cowles  in  1799. 

Crossing  the  road  up  the  mountain,  we  find  on  the 
corner  the  square  house  with  the  pyramidal  roof  and  the 
chimney  in  the  center  owned  and  occupied  by  the  Rev. 
Samuel  Whitman  during  his  ministry.  Parts,  if  not  the 
whole,  of  the  building  are  much  older  than  its  well-pre- 
served walls  would  indicate.  Tradition  says  the  kitchen 
was  built  out  of  the  remains  of  the  old  meeting-house, 
and  the  Rev.  William  S.  Porter,  who  knew  more  about 
the  history  of  the  town  than  any  man  who  has  ever  lived 
or  is  likely  to  live,  says  that  the  house,  probably  the  front, 
was  built  by  Cuff  Freeman,  a  colored  man  of  considerable 
wealth,  of  course  after  the  death  of  ^Ir.  ^Vhitman. 

Leaving  the  main  street  and  ascending  the  hill  to  the 
east,  we  come  at  the  dividing  line  between  the  grounds 
about  ^liss  Porter's  schoolhouse  and  the  late  residence  of 
Rev.  T.  K.  Fessenden  to  the  site  of  the  house  of  Col. 
Noadiah  Hooker,  known  as  the  ''Old  Red  College"  dur- 
ing the  days  when  his  son.  Deacon  Edward,  there  fitted 
Southern  young  men  for  college.  Commander  Edward 
Hooker  of  the  United  vStates  Xavy  sends  me  a  plan  (^f  ihc 
old  house,  which  he  of  course  well  remembers.  He  says. 
"  the  part  marked  kitchen  was  floored  with  smooth,  Hat 
moimtain  stones,  and  had  a  big  door  at  the  eastern  end. 
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and  originally  at  each  end,  and  my  father  used  to  say  that 
when  his  father  was  a  boy,  they  used  to  drive  a  yoke  of 
oxen  with  a  sled  load  of  wood  into  one  door  and  up  to  the 
big  fireplace,  then  unload  the  wood  upon  the  fire  and 
drive  the  team  out  of  the  other  door."  Of  the  building 
of  the  house  on  the  corner  eastward,  we  have. the  most 
minute  account  from  the  time  when  in  January,  1811, 
Capt.  Luther  Seymour  drew  the  plan  to  the  25th  of  May, 
1 8 12,  when  Deacon  Hooker  took  possession  with  his 
youthful  bride.  We  even  know  the  long  list  of  those 
who  helped  raise  the  frame  and  of  those  who  came  too 
late  for  the  raising  but  in  time  for  the  refreshments. 

But  we  must  hurry  back  to  the  main  street,  lest  with 
the  rich  materials  at  hand  for  an  account  of  this"  most 
interesting  man,  we  detain  you  beyond  all  proper  bounds. 
The  next  old  house  to  the  north,  the  home  of  Col.  Martin 
Cowles,  was  built  and  occupied  by  John  Porter  in  1784. 
Opposite  the  Savings  Bank,  the  south  part  of  the  long 
house  once  the  residence  of  Reuben  S.  Norton,  merchant, 
was  built  by  his  grandfather,  Thomas  Smith,  Sen.,  and 
the  north  third,  by  Deacon  Thomas  Smith,  son  of  the 
latter.  The  next  house,  long  the  residence  of  Horace 
Cowler,  Esq.,  was  built  by  Samuel  Smith,  brother  of  the 
Deacon,  in  1769,  and  is  a  good  specimen  of  the  style  of 
houses  erected  by  Capt.  Judah  Woodruff.  The  next  old 
house,  with  the  high  brick  basement,  was  built  about 
1797  by  Capt.  Luther  Seymour,  cabinet-maker  and  house- 
builder.  }vlany  choice  pieces  of  old  furniture  in  town, 
much  prized  by  relic-hunters,  were  the  work  of  his  hand, 
but  a  large  part  of  his  work,  thickl)'  studded  with  brass 
nail  heads,  as  was  the  fashion  of  the  time,  has  been  for- 
ever hidden  from  sight  under  the  sods  of  the  old  burying- 
ground.  Capt.  Seymour  was  also  librarian  of  one  of  the 
several  libraries  which  divided  the  literary  patronage  of 
the  village.  The  next  house  on  a  slight  elevation  stands 
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on  a  lot  bought  in  1769  by  John  Thomson,  third  in  descent 
of  that  name,  conspicuous  about  town  with  his  leathern 
jacket  and  his  pronounced  opinions  on  Continental  paper 
money.    Here  lived  three  generations  of  his  descendants. 
Passing  the  house  owned  by  Dr.  Thomson,  and  before 
him  by  ]\Ir.  James  K.  Camp,  and  two  other  buildings,  we 
come  to  a  house  built  or  largely  renewed  in  1808  by 
Nathaniel  Olmsted,  goldsmith  and  clockmaker.  Here 
for  twenty  years  were  made  the  tall  clocks  bearing  his 
name,  which  still  correctly  measure  time  with  their  sol- 
emn beat.    He  removed  to  New  Haven  to  be  near  his 
brother,  Professor  Denison  Olmsted,  and  there  died  in 
i860,  most  genial  and  loveable  of  men.    His  funeral  dis- 
course was  from  the  words,  "  Behold  an  Israelite  indeed  in 
whom  is  no  guile."    We  will  halt  under  the  hiz  elm  tree, 
which  overhangs  the  little  house  where  Manin  Curtis 
spent  his  life,  long  enough  to  say  that  his  father,  Sylvanus 
Curtis,  in  company  with  Phinehas  Lewis  in  1762,  the  year 
when  Sylvanus  was  married,  brought  home  from  a  swamp 
three  elm  trees.    One  was  planted  back  of  the  Elm  Tree 
Inn,  one  in  front  of  the  house  of  Mr.  Curtis,  and  the  third 
failed  to  live.    The  big  elm  tree  is,  therefore,  133  years 
old.     On  the  corner  eastward  stands  the  house,  much 
improved  of  late,  built  in  1786  and  1787  by  Capt.  Judah 
Woodruff  for  [Major  Peter  Curtiss,  an  officer  in  the  Rev- 
olutionary War,  who  removed  to  Granby  in  1790,  and 
was  the  first  keeper  of  the  reconstructed  Newgate  prison, 
leaving  it  in  1796  in  declining  health,  and  dying  in  1797- 
Omitting  the  other  houses  on  the  west  side  of  High  street, 
for  want  of  time  and  information,  we  come  to  the  house 
lately  owned  by  Selah  Westcott,  built  by  ^[ajor  Samuel 
Dickinson  on  a  lot  bought  by  him  in  1813.    ]\Iajor  Dick- 
inson was  a  house-builder,  and  when  the  I'^armington 
canal  was  opened,  he  commanded  the  first  packet  boat 
which  sailed  southward  from  our  wharves  on  the  loth  ot 
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November,  1828,  on  which  a  six-year-old  boy,  afterward  a 
gallant  U.  S.  naval  officer  in  the  late  war,  made  his  first 
voyage,  sailing  as  far  south  as  the  old  South  Basin.  He 
writes  me :  "  Long  live  the  memory  of  the  old '  James  Hill- 
house  ,'  and  her  jolly  Captain  Dickinson,  who  was  not  only 
a  royal  canal  boat  captain,  but  a  famous  builder,  whose 
work  still  stands  before  you  in  the  '  Old  Red  Bridge,'  one 
of  the  best  and  most  substantially  built  bridges  of  Con- 
necticut." On  the  northeast  corner  of  the  intersection  of 
High  street  with  the  road  to  New  Britain,  long  stood  the 
house  of  Capt.  Joseph  Porter,  one  of  the  three  houses  on 
the  eavSt  side  of  High  street,  with  much  projecting  upper 
stories  and  conspicuous  pendants,  built  about  1700.  This 
was  moved  some  rods  up  the  hill  when  ^Ir.  Franklin 
Woodford  built  his  new  house,  and  was  burned  on  the 
evening  of  January  15,  1886.  So  there  remains  but  one  of 
the  three  houses,  the  one  bought  by  Rev.  Samuel  Whit- 
man for  his  son,  Elnathan,  in  1735,  and  is  the  same  house 
sold  by  John  Stanley,  Sen.,  to  Capt.  Ebenezer  Steel  in 
1720.  Descending  to  the  low  ground  on  the  north  and 
rising  again,  we  come  to  the  gambrel-roofed  house  where 
lived  Dr.  Eli  Todd  from  1798  until  his  removal  to  Hart- 
ford in  1 8 19.  Of  this  eminent  man  you  will  find  appreci- 
ative notices  in  the  two  addresses  of  President  Porter  and 
in  the  article  on  the  Connecticut  Retreat  for  the  Insane 
by  Dr.  Stearns  in  the  Memorial  History  of  Hartford 
County.  He  will  probably  be  longest  remembered  as  the 
first  superintendent  of  the  Connecticut  Retreat  for  the 
Insane  in  Hartford,  where  his  system  of  minimum  re- 
straint and  kind  treatment  opened  a  new  era  for  suffering 
humanity.  xVt  the  northern  end  of  High  street,  facing 
the  road  to  the  river,  we  make  our  last  stop  at  the  house 
of  ^Irs.  Barney,  built  by  Capt.  Judah  Woodruff  about 
1805  ^or  Phinehas  Lewis.  Between  this  house  and  the 
place  from  which  we  set  out,  there  stands  no  lunise,  old  or 
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new,  to  detain  us  longer.  Thanking  you  for  the  patience 
with  which  you  have  endured  our  long  walk  through  the 
village  streets,  I  am  reminded  that  it  is  time'we  parted 
company  with  the  old  worthies  whom  we  have  called  up 
before  us  for  the  entertainment  of  an  idle  hour,  remem- 
bering that  in  times  gone  by  they  were  wont  to  hale 
before  his  Excellency  the  Governor  such  as,  having  assem- 
bled themselves'  together,  refused  to  disperse  until  after 
nine  of  the  clock. 
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ADDRESS. 


Ladies  and  Gcnthincn  of  the  Village  Library  Company  of 
Farmington  : 

I  propose  this  evening  to  give  some  account  of  Farm- 
ington soldiers  in  the  wars  preceding  the  Revohation, 
while  the  colony  was  still  under  the  crown.  In  so  doing 
I  shall  consider  the  men  of  this  village  only,  leaving  out 
of  sight  the  vastly  more  numerous  residents  of  the 
ancient  town,  which  once  extended  from  Simsbury  on 
the  north  to  Cheshire  on  the  south,  and  from  Wethers- 
held  westward  to  what  is  noAv  the  town  of  Plymouth. 

The  first  serious  conflict  in  which  the  settlers  of  Con- 
necticut were  engaged  was  the  Pequot  War.  This  oc- 
curred before  our  village  had  any  existence,  but  several 
of  the  men  who  afterward  settled  Farmington,  and  who 
here  lived  and  died,  were  in  the  fight.  That  we  may 
realize  the  necessity  and  the  justifiableness  of  the  war, 
let  us  brieflv  recall  the  situation.  In  the  river  towns  of 
Windsor,  Hartford,  and  Wetliersfield  were  only  about  250 
adult  men,  and  in  the  fort  at  Saybrook  tAvcnty  more, 
under  the  command  of  Lion  (Vardincr.  In  the  south- 
eastern corner  of  the  colony  was  the  powerful  tribe  of 
the  Pequots,  under  their  sachem,  Sassacus ;  further  east 
the  Xarragansctts,  under  Miant(niimo  ;  and  to  the  north 
the  Alohegans,  under  the  friendly  Uncas;  while  to  the 
west  were  the  dreaded  ^Mohawks.  An  attempt  by  the 
Pequots  to  unite  all  tlie  tribes  and  wipe  out  tlie  whites  at 
one  bh)\v  failed.  The  Xarragansetts  hated  the  Pecpiots 
more  fiercely  tlian  they  ditl  the  Englishmen,  and  I'ncas 
was  always  the  friend  of  the  whites. 


In  1633  two  traders  of  Virginia,  Stone  and  Norton, 
with  six  other  men,  we-re  murdered  in  their  vessel  as  they 
were  sailing  up  the  river  to  the  Dutch  fort  at  Hartford. 
Three  years  later  occurred  the  murder  of  John  Oldham 
at  Block  Island,  and  the  ill-advised  attempt  of  Endicott 
from  the  Bay  Colony  to  chastise  without  destroying  the 
offenders  called  out  the  indignant  protest  of  Gardiner : 
"You  come  hither  to  raise  these  Avasps  about  my  ears, 
and  then  you  take  wing  and  flee  away."  After  the  kill- 
ing and  torture  of  numerous  men  at  Saybrook,  and  the 
roasting  alive  of  a  Wethersfield  man,  the  savages  pro- 
ceeded to  the  latter  place,  killed  seven  men,  a  woman, 
and  child,  and  carried  away  two  girls.  This  was  bring- 
ing the  war  too  near  home,  and  so,  in  ^May,  1637,  the  Gen- 
eral Court  at  Hartford  "  ordered  that  there  shall  be  an 
offensive  war  against  the  Pequot."  A  levy  of  ninety 
men  was  ordered,  to  be  under  the  command  of  Capt. 
John  Mason,  who  had  learned  the  art  of  war  with  Fair- 
fax in  the  Netherlands.  For  the  captain,  the  minister, 
and  the  sick  were  to  be  provided  one  hogshead  of  good 
beer,  three  or  four  gallons  of  strong  water,  and  two  gal- 
lons of  sack,  and  for  the  army  a  vast  supply  of  stores. 
On  the  loth  of  May,  1637,  the  expedition  sailed  down  the 
river  in  three  vessels,  with  their  friend  Uncas  and  seventy 
of  his  men.  The  graphic  account  of  the  expedition 
written  by  Capt.  ^lason  is  quite  as  entertaining  as  any 
commentary  of  Cccsar,  but  we  have  time  only  to  recall 
what  every  school  boy  has  read--  the  burning  of  the  IV- 
quot  fort  and  the  destruction  of  their  power.  ^lason 
says:  Thu^^  in  little  more  than  one  hour's  space  was 
this  impregnable  fort,  with  themselves,  utterly  destroyed, 
to  the  number  of  six  or  seven  hundred."  Whatever  we 
may  think  of  this  style  of  warfare,  the  Indians  sui\'l>' 
had  no  right  to  complain  of  any  barbarity.  Xo  half-way 
measures  were  possil)le.    One  nation  ov  the  other  nui>t 
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be  exterminated.  The  valiant  Capt.  Mason  closed  his 
account  with  the  pious  exhortation  :  Let  us,,  therefore, 
praise  the  Lord  for  His  goodness  and  His  wonderful 
works  to  the  children  of  men."  And  then,  by  way  of 
postscript,  says :  I  shall  add  a  word  or  two  by  way  of 
comment.  .  .  .  Our  commons  were  very  short.  .  .  . 
We  had  but  one  pint  of  strong  liquors  among  us  in  our 
whole  march.  .  .  .  (the  bottle  of  liquor  being  in  my 
hand),  and  when  it  was  empty,  the  very  smelling  to  the 
bottle  would  presently  recover  such  as  fainted  away, 
which  happened  by  the  extremity  of  the  heat.  ...  I 
shall  mention  two  or  three  special  providences  that  God 
was  pleased  to  vouchsafe  to  particular  m.en.  .  .  .  John 
Dier  and  Thomas  Steel  were  both  of  them  shot  in  the 
knots  of  their  handkerchiefs,  being  about  their  necks, 
and  received  no  hurt.  Lieutenant  Seely  was  shot  in  the 
eyebrow  with  a  flat-headed  arrow,  the  point  turning 
downward  ;  I  pulled  it  out  myself.  Lieutenant  Bull  [an- 
cestor of  our  Deacon  Bull]  had  an  arrow  shot  into  a  hard 
piece  of  cheese,  having  no  other  defense  ;  which  may 
verify  the  old  saying,  '  A  little  armor  would  serve  if  a 
man  knew  where  to  place  it.'  "  On  their  return  the  sol- 
diers from  Hartford  were  granted  a  lot  known  as  the  Sol- 
dier's Field,  and  it  is  largely  from  the  record  of  this  land 
that  we  learn  the  names  of  the  soldiers  in  the  fio^ht.  (^ne 
of  those  who  soon  helped  settle  Farmington  was  I'homas 
Barnes,  whose  house  stood  on  the  cast  side  of  the  main 
street  on  land  now  occupied  by  the  old  burying-ground, 
or  possibly  just  south  of  it.  Another  Pcquot  soldier  was 
John  Bronson,  whose  house  stood  near  what  is  sometimes 
called  Diamond  Glen  Brook,  having  the  mountain  to  the 
south,  and  highways  on  all  other  sides.  A  third  was 
Deacon  Stephen  Hart,  a  man  of  note  in  all  public  mat- 
ters, whether  pertaining  to  the  town  or  the  church.  11  is 
house  was  on  the  west  side  of  the  main  street,  opposite 
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the  meeting-house.  The  fourth,  and,  so  far  as  I  know, 
the  only  remaining"  soldier,  was  John  Warner,  who  lived 
in  a  house  nearly  opposite  the  savings  bank,  which  he 
sold  about  1665  to  Matthew  Woodruff,  and  bought  an- 
other of  Reinold  }\Iarvin  on  the  west  side  of  the  main 
street,  near  the  house  of  T.  H.  and  L.  C.  Root.  To 
Thomas  Barnes  and  John  Warner  each,  the  General 
Court  in  October,  1671,  granted  fifty  acres  of  land  for 
their  services  as  Pequot  soldiers. 

The  Pequot  war  ended,  the  settlers  were  able  to  culti- 
vate in  security  the  rich  lands  bought  by  them  of  Sequas- 
son,  the  sachem  of  the  Indians  of  Hartford  and  vicinity. 
In  1650  they  obtained  a  new  deed  from  the  Indians  of 
Tunxis  Sepus  with  new  agreements  "  to  settle  peace  in  a 
way  of  truth  and  righteousness  betwixt  the  English  and 
them."  For  fourteen  years  they  lived  in  much  peace  and 
contentment  undisturbed  by  the  distant  wars  of  savage 
tribes.  At  length  the  Commissioners  of  the  United  Col- 
onies resolved  to  assist  the  Long  Island  Indians  in  a  war 
against  the  Narragansetts.  Twenty  men  were  to  go 
from  Connecticut,  of  whom  Farmington  was  to  send  one 
man.  The  expedition  was  under  the  command  of  ]\lajor 
Willard  of  Massachusetts,  who  found  the  Indians  liad 
deserted  their  village  and  taken  refuge  in  a  swa^np 
fifteen  miles  away.  Leaving  them  luimolested,  he 
marched  home  again  and  disbanded  his  forces.  The 
next  General  Court  at  Hartford  voted  the  soldiers  six- 
pence a  day  for  their  valuable  services,  and  thus  endctl 
the  Narragansett  war.  Who  the  one  soldier  was  from 
Farmington  does  not  appear. 

Leaving  unconsidered  the  constant  warfare  of  hostile 
tribes  and  the  complex  diplomacy  by  which  the  colon ic< 
sought  to  keep  the  peace,  we  must  confine  ourselves  to 
what  especially  concerns  our  village.  On  the  oth  "t 
April,  1657,  the  General  Court  takes  cognizance  of  **  a 
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most  horrid  murder  committed  by  some  Indians  at  Farm- 
ington."  Fourteen  days  afterward  John  Hull  of  Boston 
records  in  his  diary  :  "  We  also  heard,  that  at  a  town 
called  Farmington,  near  Hartford,  an  Indian  was  so  bold 
as  to  kill  an  English  woman  great  with  child,  and  like- 
wise her  maid,  and  also  sorely  wounded  a  little  child  — 
all  within  their  house,—  and  then  fired  the  house,  which 
also  fired  some  other  barns  or  houses.  The  Indians, 
being  apprehended,  delivered  up  the  murderer,  who  was 
brought  to  Hartford,  and  (after  he  had  his  right  hand  cut 
off)  was  with  an  axe  knocked  on  the  head  by  the  execu- 
tioner. The  Lord  teach  us  what  such  sad  providences 
speak  unto  us  all  !  "  I  speak  more  particularly  of  this 
occurrence  because  careless  writers  persist  in  confound- 
ing this  affair  with  the  burning  of  the  house  of  Sergeant 
John  Hart  in  1666,  with  which  the  Indians  had  nothing 
whatever  to  do. 

The  situation  was  becoming  so  serious  that  the  com- 
missioners in  September  forbade  Indians  traveling  armed 
from  village  to  village.  Here  is  an  examination,  by  the 
magistrates,  of  a  body  of  Deerfield  Indians  who  came 
through  Farmington  in  a  threatening  manner  on  April 
28th  of  the  following  year.  The  combined  shrewdness 
and  insolence  of  the  Indian  replies  are  interesting. 

Q.    Whence  come  you  ? 

A.    We  are  Pocumtocooks. 

Q.    Why  come  you  so  many  of  you  armed  with  guns  ? 
A.    Why  may  one  not  carry  guns  as  well  as  the  ^lo- 
hegans  or  other  Indians.    xVnd  why  do  you  carry  arms? 
O.    What  did  you  do  at  Hockanum  ? 
A.    We  were  on  our  way. 
Q.    What  did  you  do  at  the  luigiish  houses? 
A.  Nothing. 

Q.    We  asked  whether  they  were  at  Robert  [illegible] 
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house  yesterday  and  whether  they  did  not  take  away  a 
basket  of  corn  and  a  pewter  bottle. 

A.  They  returned  and  asked  us  whether  we  came  to 
look  after  an  old  Indian  basket,  and  thereupon  heaved 
unto  us  an  old  Indian  basket  and  a  bunch  of  flax.  This 
they  did  with  laughter  and  derision. 

Q,    We  asked  whither  they  were  going. 

A,  They  told  us  that  we  are  here.  The  chief  of  this 
company  was  one  Wonoepekum  to  whom  we  directed 
our  speech  and  desired  them  that  they  would  give  us  a 
reason  why  they  came  through  the  English  plantations 
in  such  manner  contrary  to  the  law  made  by  the  commis- 
sioners last  September  Anno  1657.  Unto  this  they  made 
us  no  return. 

No  more  serious  disturbances  with  the  Indians  oc- 
curred until  in  1675,  Philip's  War  called  a  new  generation 
of  soldiers  to  the  field.  Massasoit,,  sachem  of  the  Poka- 
nokets,  was  dead.  His  oldest  son,  Wamsutta,  did  not  long 
survive  him,  and  ^letacomet,  his  second  son,  known  as 
Philip,  became  chief  sachem  of  the  tribe.  You  have  all 
read  of  this  savage  hero,  whose  proud  nature  could  not 
endure  the  arrogance  of  the  Plymouth  people,  and  who 
for  two  years  devastated  the  country  with  fire  and 
slaughter.  The  war,  beginning  in  June,  1675,  at  Swansea, 
spread  northward  through  jMassachusetts,  destroying  the 
towns  on  the  Connecticut  River,  and  came  as  near  to  us 
as  vSimsbury,  which  was  burned  on  the  26th  of  ^larch, 
1676.  On  the  6th  of  August,  two  days  after  the  attack  on 
Brookfield,  ^lassachusetts,  the  Council  at  Hartford  or- 
dered one  hundred  dragoons  raised,  fifteen  from  Fann- 
ington.  Again,  September  2d,  Farmington  was  ordered 
to  furnish  seven  of  the  100  soldiers  who  marched  under 
Major  Treat  and  rescued  the  survivors  of  the  Bloody 
l.»rook  fight  at  Deerfield  on  the  i8th.  Again,  November 
25th,  the  Council  ordered  fifteen  soldiers  from  Farming- 


ton  which  were  probably  in  the  great  Narragansett 
Swamp  Fight  of  December  19th.  On  the  4th  of  January 
following  seven  more  were  called  for,  and  on  the  21st  of 
February  ten  more.  Driven  from  Rhode  Island,  the  sav- 
ages assaulted  the  ^lassachusetts  towms,  Lancaster,  Med- 
ford,  Northampton,  Rehoboth,  and  vSudbury,  and  on 
March  26th  burned  Simsbury  in  this  colony.  On  May 
ist  vSergeant  Anthony  HoAvkins  of  this  town  was  ordered 
to  raise  as  many  volunteers  as  possible.  Twenty  days 
later,  "  upon  the  intelligence  of  the  last  engagement  up 
the  river,"  five  more  were  ordered  from  this  village.  The 
eng-asrement  referred  to  was  the  famous  Falls  Fio:ht " 
on  the  morning  of  ]\Iay  19th  at  Turner's  Falls  above 
Greenfield,  where  Johanna  Smith  of  this  town  was  killed 
and  Roger  Orvis  wounded.  Philip  now  returned  to  his 
old  haunts  at  Pokanoket,  and  finall}^  with  a  few  remain- 
ing followers,  was  driven  into  a  swamp  and  killed.  The 
General  Court  ordered  the  first  day  of  November,  1676, 
to  be  solemiuly  kept  a  day  of  public  thanksgiving,  and 
Rev.  Samuel  Flooker  of  the  Farmington  church,  preach- 
ing the  next  election  sermon,  lamented  "  how  many  vil- 
lages are  already  forsaken  of  their  inhabitants,  their 
highways  unoccupied,  how  many  chosen  young  men  are 
fallen  upon  the  high  places  of  the  field,  how  many  wid- 
ows left  solitary  among  us,  with  tears  on  their  cheeks, 
how  many  mothers  in  Israel  weeping  for  their  children, 
and  refuse  to  be  comforted  becaUvSe  they  are  not." 

Peace  having  returned,  the  town  granted  land  called 
soldier  lots"  to  those  who  fcnight  in  the  war,  and  from 
the  record  of  these  we  learn  the  names  of  some  of  tlie 
soldiers.  Care,  however,  nuist  be  used  not  to  confound 
the  names  of  the  subscciuent  purchasers  with  those  of  the 
soldiers,  tlie  original  record  having  been  worn  out  ar.d 
lost,  and  only  a  portion  of  ihe  grants  having  been  tran- 
scribed into  the  "  new  book."  so  called,  which  opens  with 
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the  year  1682.  I  will  give  a  brief  accotint  of  twenty  sol- 
diers, being  all  I  can  positively  identify. 

Joseph  Andrews,  son  of  John,  was  born  in  165 1,  anclr 
removed,  after  the  war,  to  that  part  of  Wethersfield  now- 
known  as  Newington,  where  he  died  in  1706.  Benjaniiu 
Barnes,  son  of  Thomas,  the  Pequot  soldier,  was  born  in 
1653,  and  removed  to  Waterbury,  where  he  became  a 
townsman  —  that    is,   selectman,   and  a  grave-digger. 
There  he  died  in  17 12.    Joseph  Barnes,  brother  of  Ben- 
jamin, was  born  in  1655,  married  Abigail  Gibbs.  and  died 
in  1 741.    His  house  was  next  south  of  the  old  burying- 
ground.    Samuel  Gridley  was  a  constable,  and  for  five 
years  a  selectman.    His  house  was  on  the  west  side  of 
the  main  street,  on  or  near  the  site  of  the  house  of  the 
late  Egbert  Cowles,  Esq.    Anthony  Howkins  was  one  of 
the  patentees  named  in  the  charter  of  Charles  H,  and  an 
assistant  in  the  years  1666  to  1673,  inclusive.    He  was  or- 
dered to  raise  a  company  of  soldiers  at  Farmington,  and 
march  them  to  Hadley  in  May,  1676.    His  house  was  on 
the  east  side  of  the  road  to  Hartford,  nearly  opposite 
where  the  North  schoolhouse  now  stands.    John  Judd, 
son  of  Deacon  Thomas,  was  a  son-in-law  of  Anthony  How- 
kins,  was  a  deputy  to  the  General  Court  many  times,  and 
held  the  oftices  of  ensign  and  lieutenant.    His  house  was 
on  the  west  side  of  the  main  street,  where  ^lajor  Hooker 
afterward  lived,  and  after  him  the  late  Deacon  AVilliam 
Gay.    Samuel  Judd,  brother  of  the  last-named  soklier, 
married  after  the  war,  and  removed  to  Xorthaniptoii, 
where  he  lived  and  died.    William  Lewis  was  the  son  <•! 
Capt.  William  Lewis,  and  grandson  of  William  the  inmr. 
grant.    He  was  selectman  in  1606  and  17 13.    He  owned 
several  houses,  one  of  which  was  fortified  by  the  town 
very  likely  the  one  on  the  site  of  the  Elm  Tree  Inn. 
John  and  Thomas  Xewell.  sons  of  Thomas  the  immi- 
grant, were  born  in  a  house  which  stood  on  or  near  tiie 


site  of  that  of  Mrs.  Dr.  Brown,  opposite  the  Catholic 
Church.  They  removed  to  Waterbury.  James  and  Na- 
thaniel North,  sons  of  John  the  immigrant,  who  lived 
near  where  now  stands  the  house  of  the  late  Dr.  Asahel 
Thomson,  were  born  in  Farmington  in  1647  and  1656,  re- 
spectively, and  removed  from  the  town  soon  after  the 
war.  Roger  Orvis,  son  of  George  the  immigrant,  was  in 
the  party  which  marched  from  Hadley  for  the  relief  of 
Hatfield,  May  20,  1676,  and  was  wounded.  His  house  was 
at  ''ye  southerly  end  of  the  town  plat,"  near  where  the 
late  James  W.  Cowles  lived.  Dr.  Daniel  Porter  was  a 
son  of  the  first  Dr.  Daniel,  who  lived  on  the  west  side  of 
the  main  street,  not  far  from  the  wSouth  schoolhouse,,  and 
who  was  paid  a  salary  of  twelve  pounds  by  the  General 
Court  for  setting  all  the  broken  bones  in  the  colony,  and 
was  allowed  six  shillings  extra  for  traveling  expenses  for 
each  journey  to  the  river  towns.  Dr.  Daniel,  the  younger, 
who  assumed  the  practice  of  surgery  on  the  death  of  his 
father,  removed  to  Waterbury,  and  was  the  second  of 
five  generations  of  Drs.  Daniel  Porter  —  father,  son, 
grandson,  great-grandson,  and  nephew  of  great-grandson." 
His  medical  library  consisted  of  "a  bone  set  book,"  ap- 
praised at  two  shillings.  Thomas  .Porter,  son  of  the  first 
Robert,  was  the  Qrreat-o:randfather  of  Dr.  Noah  Porter. 
Johanna  vSmith  was  born  at  Wethersfield  before  his  father 
removed  to  this  town,  in  or  about  the  year  1656.  He  was 
i^illed  ^lay  30,  1676,  in  the  expedition  for  the  relief  of 
Hatfield.  His  soldier  lot  was  laid  (^ut  to  his  heirs,  a  top 
"f  ye  uKHintain  against  Rocke  Chayr."  This  singular 
rock  formation,  or  what  is  left  of  it,  stands  on  the  north 
side  of  the  road  to  Hartford,  a  little  west  of  the  stone 
crusher.  With  an  attempt  to  emphasize  the  unusual,  it 
^vas  lonof  known  as  the  Devil's  Rocking"  Chair.  Deacon 
Joliu  Stanley  received  a  grant  of  a  soldier  lot  from  the 
town,  and  was  pretty  certainly  a  soldier  in  King  Philip's 
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War,  rather  than  his  father,  Captain  John,  to  whom  has 
sometimes  been  ascribed  that  honor.  He-  removed  to 
Waterbury,  but  subsequently  returned  to  Farmington. 
Much  interesting  information  about  him  can  be  found  in 
the  recent  history  of  Waterbury.  Timothy  Stanh\ 
brother  of  John,  also  removed  to  Waterbury,  and  was  a 
prominent  man.  John  Woodruff,  son  of  the  first  ]\Iatthew. 
filled  a  number  of  town  offices  —  townsman,  fence-viewer, 
chimney-viewer,  etc.  Simon  Wrotham,  the  last  on  the 
list,  was  known  as  ]\Ir.,  but  I  have  been  unable  to  learn 
the  source  of  a  title  then  accorded  only  to  ministers  and 
men  high  in  official  position.  He  was  certainly  conspicu- 
ous in  the  church,  which  excommunicated  him.  Before 
a  council  he  fared  no  better,  whereupon  he  appealed  to 
the  General  Court  to  cite  both  the  church  and  council 
before  them,  which  body  declined  "  to  give  the  church  or 
council  any  trouble  to  appear  before  them  ....  but 
advised  said  Wrothum  to  a  serious  consideration  of  his 
former  ways."  His  house  stood  near  the  site  of  the  resi- 
dence of  Mr.  H.  H.  ^lason. 

In  addition  to  these*  six  Farmington  friendly  Indians 
went  up  to  Springfield  on  the  6th  of  October,  1675. 
Trusting  you  will  excuse  any  error  in  my  pronunciation 
of  Algonquin  which  you  may  detect,  I  give  you  tlie 
names  of  the  warriors  as  recorded.  Nesehegan,  Wauaw- 
messe,  Woewassa,  Sepoose,  Uckchcpassun,  and  Unckco- 
wott. 

But  we  must  hurry  on.  There  is  still  much  figlitini;' 
before  us.  With  the  death  of  l^hilip  the  scene  of  striic 
was  removed  to  the  l^rovince  (^f  .Maine,  and  Connecticut 
had  rest  until  luigland.  on  the  accession  of  William  and 
Aviary,  declared  war  with  France  in  ^lay,  1689.  Then 
began  a  new  series  of  fiendish  massacres,  planned  n«» 
longer  by  the  savage  Philip,  but  by  the  p(^lite  iM-cnt-'n 
rulers  of  Quebec,  and  continued  until  the  Peace  »>1  K>'^' 
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wick  in  September,  1697.  Connecticut  repeatedly  sent 
soldiers  to  Albany,  a  force  under  Winthrop  in  the  expe- 
dition of  Sir  William  Phipps  against  IMontreal  in  1690, 
and  in  1695  to  the  river  towns  of  ^Massachusetts.  The 
peace  was  of  short  duration.  After  a  rest  of  five  years 
Queen  Anne  declared  war  against  France  and  Spain,  and 
the  savages,  led  by  French  generals,  recommenced  their 
midnight  massacres.  In  1704,  seven  houses  in  Farming- 
ton  were  ordered  fortified,  viz.,  those  of  Thomas  Orton, 
William  Lewis,  Flowkins  Hart,  James  Wadsworth,  John 
Hart,  John  Wadsworth,  and  Samuel  Wadsworth.  In  the 
expedition  against  Quebec  under  Nicholson  in  1709, 
which  failed  for  want  of  the  promised  assistance  of  Eng- 
lish ships,  Farmington  furnished  eleven  men.  How 
many  of  the  300  Connecticut  soldiers  who  went  under 
Col.  Whiting  in  the  successful  Port  Royal  Expedition  of 
1710,  is  not  recorded,  or  of  the  360  who  marched  under 
Whiting  the  next  year  against  Quebec  and  failed,  owing 
to  the  utter  incompetency  of  the  English  Admiral 
Walker.  The  peace  of  Utrecht  was  signed  ]March,  1713, 
and  the  colony  had  rest.  The  only  Farmington  soldier 
in  the  Canada  Expedition  of  171 1,  whose  name  I  find 
recorded,  was  John  Scott.  Capt.  John  Hart  marched 
a  company  in  February,  171 2,  into  the  county  of  Hamp- 
shire, ^lassachusetts,  but  the  names  of  his  soldiers  have 
not  been  preserved  on  any  known  record.  From  the 
peace  of  Utrecht  in  1713,  to  the  declaration  of  war 
against  Spain  in  1739,  ^^^^  colony  had  peace  broken  only 
by  fears  of  invasion  from  Canada,  which  did  not  take 
place,  but  which  kept  the  colony  in  constant  alarm.  On 
the  destruction  of  Rutland,  Vermont,  in  1723.  a  company 
of  200  men  was  formed  irom  the  lrainl)ands  of  Hartford, 
Windsor,  and  Wethersfield  to  hold  themselves  in  rcadi-  ' 
ness.  Hunting  parties  of  friendly  Indians  were  forbid- 
den north  of  the  roads  from  r\armiugton  to  Waterbury  ! 
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and  from  Farmington  to  Hartford,  and  scouting  parties 
of  whites  were  ordered  to  range  the  woods  continuously 
north  of  Simsbury.  In  May,  1724,  thirty-two  men,  of 
whom  ten  were  from  Farmington,  were  ordered  for  the 
defense  of  Litchfield  against  a  party  of  hostile  Indians 
discovered  lurking  about  that  town.  One  of  the  ten  was 
Matthew  Woodrixff,  the  fourth  in  direct  descent  of  that 
name,  .who,  in  his  memorial  to  the  General  Assembly  in 
May,  1725,  says:  "  Your  memorialist  in  the  summer  last 
past  at  Litchfield,  being  a  soldier  there,  killed  an  Indian 
(one  of  the  common  enemy)  by  the  help  of  God."  The 
'  Assembly  voted  him  thirty  pounds,  whereupon  one  Na- 
thaniel Watson  of  Windsor,  encouraged  by  his  success, 
represented  to  the  Assembly  that  he  too  made  a  shot  at 
an  Indian  at  the  same  time  as  ]\Ir.  Woodruff,  and  thought 
he  hit  him,  but  the  General  Assembly  thought  otherwise. 
The  following  year  the  New  ]\Iilford  Indians  held  dances 
in  war-paint  and  barbarously  murdered  a  child,  where- 
upon the  Governor  and  Council  ordered  all  painted  In- 
dians to  be  treated  as  enemies.  John  Hooker,  William 
Wadsworth,  and  Isaac  Cowles,  or  any  two  of  them,  were 
ordered  to  inspect  the  Indians  of  Farmington  .  .  , 
every  day  about  sunset  "  who  were  required  to  give  '*  an 
account  of  their  rambles  and  business  the  preceding 
•  day."  vSubmission  to  such  an  infringement  of  their  per- 
sonal liberty,  shoAvs  the  peaceful  character  of  the  Tuiixis 
Indians.  In  October  following  they  were  allowed  their 
former  liberty,  provided  they  abstained  from  war-paint 
and  wore  a  white  cloth  on  their  heads  while  in  the 
woods.  The  danger  was  soon  over,  and  no  Connecticut 
town  suffered  actual  violence. 

In  October  23,  1739,  h>ngLand  decLared  war  against 
Spain,  and  Connecticut  was  called  upon  for  two  compa- 
nies of  100  men  each  which  sailed  in  September  of  the 
following  year  under  Captains  Roger  Newberry  and  John 
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Silliman  to  join  the  disastrous  expedition  of  Admiral 
Vernon  against  Carthagena.  Of  tlie  i,ooo  nien  from  New 
England,  scarcely  loo  returned.    What  was  the  quota  of 
Farmington  does  not  appear  or  the  names  of  the  men. 
The  folly  and  rashness  of  Vernon,  bringing  sorrow  to  a 
thousand  homes,  did  not  prevent  the  poet  Thomson  from 
singing  his  praises  or  Lawrence  Washington  from  nam- 
ing Mount  Vernon  in  his  honor.    Five  years  of  compara- 
tive quiet  pass.    On  the  4th  of  ]\larch,  1745,  France  de- 
clares war  and  once  more  lets  loose  her  savage  allies 
upon  the  English  frontiers.     Her  stronghold  was  the 
fortress  of  Louisbourg  on  the  island  of  Cape  Breton,  and 
no  -lasting  peace  seemed  possible  until  Canada,  and,  first 
of  all,  this  fortress,  was  wrested  from  her.   An  expedition 
of  New  England  troops,  under  the  direction  of  Gov.  Shir- 
ley of  ^lassachusetts,  defended  from  molestation  seaward 
by  British  men  of  war,  was  sent  for  its  reduction  and  cap- 
tured it  June  17th,  a  day  subsequently  memorable  as  the 
anniversary  of  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill.  Connecticut 
sent  500  men  besides  100  in  the  colony's  sloop,  Defence, 
and  200  more  during  the  siege.    Of  the  company  from 
this  vicinity  Timothy  Root  of  Farmington  was  lieuten- 
ant, and  died  at  Cape  Breton  in  April  after  the  surrender. 
He  was  the  great-great-grandfather  of  T.  FT.  and  L.  C. 
Root.    I  know  of  no  list  of  the  soldiers  of  his  company. 
Dr.  Samuel  Richards,  who  practiced  as  a  physician  in 
numerous  towns  in  this  vicinity  and  died  in  PLainville, 
learned  the  rudiments  of  his  professional  knowledge  in 
the  hospital  established  for  the  New  England  tro*>ps. 
Another  soldier  in  this  campaign,  as  appears  from  his 
memorial  to  the  General  Court,  was  ICbenezer  vSniith,  son 
of  Jonathan,  who  lived  on  the  south  side  of  the  road  to 
Hartford,  near  where  ]^Ir.  Martin  O'.Meara  now  lives.  He 
removed  to  New  I>ritain,  and  his  gravestone  describes 
him  as  late  of  Farmington.    Ebenczer  Lee  and  Gershoni 
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Orvis,  in  the  company  of  Adonijah  Fitch,  were  probablv 
identical  with  Farmington  men  of  that  name.  In  May, 
1 746,  twenty  men  were  ordered  as  scouts  to  the  county  of  ^ 
Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  and  forty  more  for  a  similar 
service  "between  the  enemy's  borders  and  the  borders  of 
the  British  plantation."  By  request  of  his  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment a  new  expedition  against  Canada  w^as  organized. 
In  May  the  General  Court  ordered  600  men  raised,  and  in 
June  increased  the  number  to  1,000,  but  the  ships  for 
their  support  were  sent  elsewhere  and  the  colonies  given 
over  to  destruction  by  the  formidable  French  fleet  under 
d'Anville,  wdiich  proposed  to  wipe  out  every  vestige  of 
Ens^lishmen  and  their  hated  relio'ion  from  the  western 
continent.  Pestilence  and  the  war  of  the  elements  came 
to  their  relief,  and  the  New  England  divines  thanked  the 
Almighty  for  a  repetition  of  the  story  of  Sennacherib  the 
Assyrian.  The  war  ended  with  the  treaty  of  Aix  la 
Chapelle,  April  30,  1748. 

For  seven  years  the  colony  had  a  respite  from  war, 
but  in  1754,  without  any  declaration  of  war,  the  French 
began  to  extend  their  line  of  forts  around  the  English 
settlements,  which  led  to  four  expeditions  to  break  their 
line  in  1755.  One  against  the  Ohio,  resulting  in  Brad- 
dock's  defeat  and  Washington's  first  lesson  in  war;  one 
against  Nova  Scotia,  familiar  to  the  readers  of  Lcnigfel- 
low's  Evangfeline  ;  one  ao^ainst  Niao'ara,  and  one  aofainst 
Crown  Point.  For  the  latter  service  Connecticut  raised 
1,500  men  in  four  companies  of  750  men  each,  who  partic- 
ipated in  the  bloody  but  indecisive  battle  of  vScptembcr 
6th  at  Lake  George.  As  a  result  of  the  Nova  Scoiia 
expedition,  S(nne  of  the  Acadians  were  sent  to  Connecti- 
cut, and  more,  to  the  number  of  400,  being  expected,  tlie 
General  Court  ordered  fourteen  sent  to  I'^irminuton  :is  its 
proper  proportion.  I^o  ended  tlie  ye:ir  1755.  Of  Farm- 
ington soldiers,  we  can  identify  k^zekirl  Lewis,  sergcani  ; 
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Ebenezer  Orvis,  ensign ;  and  privates  Bela  Lewis,  Sam- 
uel Bird,  and  Noah  Porter,  father  of  the  late  Dr.  Noah 
Porter  and  grandfather  of  President  Porter.  Deacon 
Noah  Porter,  who  served  in  this  expedition,  lived  in  his 
boyhood  in  the  house  of  his  father  Robert  which  stood 
where  now  stands  the  brick  house  built  by  the  late  Fran- 
cis W.  Cowles,  next  north  of  ]\Iiss  Adgate's  pharmacy. 
The  house  was  given  him  by  his  father  on  his  marriage 
in  1764,  and  was  occupied  by  him  until  about  1781,  when, 
after  the  birth  of  Dr.  Porter,  he  removed  to  what  is  now 
the  town  farm  on  the  road  to  Avon.  This  he  sold  in 
1S09  and  returned  to  village  life  at  the  house  of  his  son, 
then  the  pastor  of  the  church  of  which  the  father  had 
been  for  thirty-four  years  a  deacon. 

For  the  campaign  of  1756  against  Crown  Point  the 
Connecticut  Colony  ordered  2,500  men  raised  and  formed 
into  four  regiments,  and  in  October,  in  response  to  the 
urgent  call  of  the  Earl  of  Loudon  for  reinforcements, 
eight  additional  companies  of  100  men  each  were  ordered 
raised  out  of  the  town  train-bands,  Josiah  Lee  of  Farm- 
ington  to  be  captain  of  one  of  the  companies.  They 
were  no  sooner  raised  than  Loudon  concluded  to  o-q  into 
winter  quarters  three  months  before  the  usual  time  and 
do  nothing.  The  troops  were  accordingly  dismissed,  and 
so  ended  the  inglorious  campaign  of  1756.  In  this  cam- 
paign were  Ezekiel  Lewis,  lieutenant,  Ebenezer  Orvis, 
second  lieutenant,  Samuel  Gridley  and  David  Andrus, 
sergeants,  and  Samuel  Bird,  Abraham  Hills,  and  Bela 
Lewis,  privates.  Dr.  Elisha  Lord,  then  of  this  village,  was 
iu  ^L'lrch,  1756,  appointed  physician  and  surgeon  for  this 
expedition.  On  the  2d  of  October  Dr.  Timothy  Collins 
of  Litchfield,  tlie  chief  surgeon,  returned  home  sick,  and 
Dr.  Lord  took  his  place.  He  soon  afterward  remcu'cd  io 
Norwich. 

In  the  campaign  of  1757  Connecticut  raised  1,400  men 
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to  act  under  the  Earl  of  Loudon.  There  followed  the 
surrender  of  Fort  William  Henry  at  the  southern  end  of 
Lake  Georg-e  to  the  French  general,  ^lontcalm,  and  the 
butchery  of  the  garrison  by  the  Indians  in  violation  of 
the  terms  of  the  surrender,  and  this  was  all  the  result  of 
great  preparations,  vast  expense,  and  brilliant  hopes. 
The  Farmington  soldiers  were  Ezekiel  Lewis,  ensign, 
privates  Samuel  Bird,  Sylvanus  Curtis,  Gershom  Orvis, 
and  Bethuel  Norton.  Immediately  upon  the  capture  of 
Fort  William  Henry,  the  colony  was  called  on  in  hot 
haste  for  reinforcements,  and  sent  about  5, coo  men. 
They  were  no  sooner  on  their  way  than  orders  came 
from  General  Webb  for  their  return.  This  cam^-paign 
was  known  as  the  Alarm  of  1757.  The  soldiers  from  this 
village  were  in  service  sixteen  days,  and  were  Captain 
William  Wadsworth,  sergeant  Judah  Woodruff,  clerk 
James  Wadsworth,  corporal  Hezekiah  Wadsworth,  and 
privates  Amos  CoAvles,  Phinehas  Cowles,  Rezin  Gridley, 
Elisha  Hart,  Noadiali  Hooker,  John  Judd,  Elihu  Newell, 
Joseph  Root,  Timothy  Woodruff,  Solomon  Woodruff, 
and  an  Indian,  Elijah  Wimpey.  Probably  there  were 
others. 

England,  now  thoroughly  tired  of  its  incompetent 
generals  and  ministers,  compelled  King  George  to  accept 
the  administration  of  William  Pitt,  the  great  commoner, 
as  the  only  man  to  save  the  country  from  ruin.  Pitt  re- 
called the  weak  Loudon  and  sent  over  Generals  Wolf  and 
Amherst,  and  Admiral  Boscawcn,  and  a  new  era  bco-an. 
In  rcs]M:)i]se  to  an  ap]:)eal  by  Pitt  stating  that  his  majesty 
has  "  nothing  more  at  heart  than  to  repair  the  losses  and 
disappointments  of  the  last  inactive  and  unhappy  cam- 
paign, and,  by  the  blessing  of  God  on  his  arms,  the 
damages  impending  on  North  America,"  the  General 
Assembly  raised  five  thousand  men  for  the  campaign  of 
175S.     The  capture  of  Louisburg,  the  strongest  fortress 
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of  the  French,  followed  by  that  of  Fort  Frontenac  on  the 
north  bank  of  the  St.  Lawrence  where 'it  flows  out  of 
Lake  Ontario,  and  of  Fort  Duquesne  where  now  stands 
the  city  of  Pittsburg,  revived  the  spirits  of  the  nation. 
The  loss  of  Lord  Howe  in  the  march  aofainst  Fort  Ticon- 
deroga  and  the  subsequent  ill-advised  attack  on  that  fort 
by  Bradstreet,  alone  marred  the  success  of  the  campaign. 
The  Farmington  soldiers,  so  far  as  known,  were  Judah 
Woodruff,  lieutenant,  vSamuel  Bird  and  Eleazer  Ciirtis, 
sergeants,  and  Ashbel  Norton,  David  Orvis,  Daniel  Owen, 
and  Bela  Lewis,  privates,  and  probably  ]\Iatthew  Norton 
and  Thomas  Norton. 

For  the  memorable  campaign  of  1759  Connecticut 
raised  3,600  men.  The  capture  of  Ticonderoga,  Crown 
Point,  Niagara,  and  finally  of  Quebec  itself  followed,  with 
the  glorious  victory  of  Wolf  over  ivlontcalm  on  the  Plains 
of  Abraham.  We  know  very  few  of  the  soldiers  who 
took  part  in  this  series  of  victories.  The  imperfect  mus- 
ter rolls  here  fail  us  altogether.  We  know  that  Judah 
Woodruff  was  first  and  Samuel  Gridley  was  second  lieu- 
tenant during  the  years  1759  and  1760,  and  that  is  about 
all.  The  journal  of  a  single  private  soldier  has  been 
preserved, —  a  boyish,  illiterate  performance,  it  neverthe- 
less gives  us  quite  as  vivid  a  picture  of  what  happened 
around  him  as  do  the  more  formal  accounts  of  his  supe- 
riors. It  was  written  by  Reuben  vSmith,  son  of  Thomas 
and  Mary  vSmith,  well-known  citizens  of  our  village,  who 
owned  and  lived  in  the  south  two-thirds  of  the  long  house 
opposite  the  savings  baiik.  I  will  give  you  the  greater 
part  of  the  journal. 

"April  the  18,  1759.  We  inarched  from  Farmington.  The 
20th  we  entered  Gretmbnsh.  The  next  day  we  sailed  o\  er  the 
river  and  encamped  on  the  liill.  May  29.  1759.  We  marched  from 
Albany  to  vSchenectady,  and  the  sanie  day  Ilorres  }  Horace  .-j  was 
shot  at  Albany  before  we  marclied.    We  set  out  very  late  and  <<ot 
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there  before  night,  and  pitched  our  tents  and  lay  very  well.  As  I 
have  thought  it  proper  to  write  all  that  is  strange,,  now  this  thing 
it  seems  more  strange  than  anything  that  I  have  seen  since  I  came 
from  home.  June  the  3d  day  in  Schenectady  there  were  two  old 
women  got  one  of  the  old  Leather  Hats  drunk,  and  took  him  to 
the  guard  house  and  x^ut  him  under  guard.  .  .  .  God 
save  the  King  and  all  the  Leather  Hat  men.  June  the  6th.  There 
was  a  woman  riding  the  road  from  Schenectady  to  Sir  AVilliam 
Johnson's.  There  came  a  number  of  Indians  and  pulled  her  ott 
her  horse  and  scalped  her,  but  left  her  alive.  Oh  !  it  grieves  me  to 
take  my  pen  to  write  these  ways  of  an  Indian.  This  poor  woman 
had  a  child  about  one  year  and  a  half  old,  which  she  begged  that 
she  might  embrace  it  once  more  with  a  kiss  before  they  killed  it. 
But  these  cruel,  barbarous,  cruel  creatures  .  .  .  stripped 
her  and  left  her  in  her  blood,  and  they  killed  her  poor  child  or 
carried  it  into  captivity,  and  another  lad  that  was  with  them. 
This  woman  was  brought  into  Schenectady,  and  she  lived  about 
two  days  and  died.  I  saw  her  buried  myself,  Reuben  Smith. 
June  the  12th-  day,  1759.  One  of  Major  Rogers'  captains.  Captain 
Redfield,  catched  three  Frenchmen  and  brought  two  of  them  into 
Schenectady,  and  from  there  to  Albany.  The  other  they  carried 
to  Sir  William  Johnson's.  I  saw  these  captives  myself.  Reuben 
Smith.  Schenectady,  June  20.  Died  William  Ellsworth  of  Har- 
rington [Harwinton?!  in  a  fit.  Belonged  to  Capt.  Patersons  Co., 
the  first  that  died  after  we  left  home.  June  the  24.  1759.  Died 
Samuel  Wright,  son  to  Emersine  [Emerson?!  Wright  of  Xew 
Britain.  He  died  at  Schenectady  witli  sickness  in  the  barracks. 
He  was  about  18  years  of  age.  July  the  ist.  1759.  I  was  pleased 
to  take  a  walk  to  the  Dutch  Church,  and  all  that  I  learnt  wks  the 
i4<Sth  Psalm,  which  they  sang.  I  understood  the  psalm  which  the 
clerk  mentioned,  and  that  was  all.  July  4,  1759.  Returned  one 
Stevens  who  had  been  in  captivity  the  space  Oi  one  year.  He  be- 
longed to  Canterbury.  He  was  sold  to  an  Indian  scjuaw.  She 
told  him  that  she  would  return  him  to  his  own  huul  in  a  tew  chiys, 
but  kept  him  ahnost  one  year,  and  he  ran  away,  and  his  lirst  post 
was  Swago  | Oswego  ?|,  and  from  tlience  to  I'ort  Stanwix.  and 
there  came  a  guard  from  thence  witli  a  French  lieutenant.  They 
carried  him  from  Schenectady  to  Albany  blindfolded.  July  20. 
1759.  Died  Samuel  Woi)dford  uf  l'\irmington  at  Schenectady. 
July  10,  1759.    ^  ^i-'t  (Mit  a  batteauxing  bu*  u\y  pleasure.    I  went  to 
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the  Little  Carrying  Place  and  returned  the  19th  to  Schenectady 
again.  .  .  .  2  of  Atignist  I  had  news  that  Niagara  was 
ours  at  the  loss  of  [illegible]  notwithstanding.  'Kept  a  day  of  re- 
joicing and  eating  and  drinking.  Came  night  we  built  a  large  fire 
almost  extended  to  the  clouds,  and  shot  our  guns  briskly.  August 
the  10.  Came  an  old  bush-headed  man  crying  good  limes,  good 
limes,  good  limes,  with  such  open  throat  and  horrid  mouth  that 
some  took  him  to  be  the  devil.  .  .  .  October  the  14th. 
I  am  sorry  to  think  that  I  have  omitted  writing  so  long.  Now 
one  thing  prompts  me  to  write.  There  were  two  men  killed  by 
Negroes  in  a  garden.  November  the  7th,  1759.  Died  Capt.  Daniel 
Owen  of  Farmington,  belonging  to  Major  John  Patterson's  com- 
pany." 

The  subsequent  year  our  journalist  came  again  to 
Schenectady,  but  died  on  the  26th  of  I\Iay. 

To  strengthen  and  defend  the  places  captured,  and 
for  the  reduction  of  ^Montreal,  Connecticut  raised  5,000 
men  in  1760,  and  2,300  more  during  each  of  the  years 
1 761  and  1762.  Martinique  was  captured  in  February, 
1762,  and  Havana  in  the  succeeding  August.  From  the 
latter  expedition  scarcely  a  man  returned.  From  the 
memorial  of  his  widow  to  the  General  Assembly,  it  ap- 
pears that  Lieut,  David  Andrus,  who  lived  where  the 
East  Farms  district  schoolhouse  now  stands,  was  taken 
sick  before  the  embarkation  of  the  troops  on  their  return 
from  Havana,  and  died  about  eight  days  after  his  ar- 
rival in  New  York. 

The  treaty  of  Paris,  February  10,  1763,  ended  the  war. 
With  the  exception  of  265  men  sent  in  1764  to  put  down 
the  Indian  uprising  at  Detroit,  the  colony  was  not  called 
upon  for  more  soldiers  until  the  War  of  the  Revolution. 

Such  is  tlie  account  of  the  soldiers  of  this  village,  so 
far  as  I  have  been  able  to  gather  it  from  contemporaneous 
records.  A  much  more  entertaining  narrative  might 
have  been  constructed  from  family  traditions,  which 
sometimes  contain  a  grain  of  truth,  but  not  alwavs.  The 
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stories  of  Indian  warfare  compiled  by  the  father  of  the 
late  Egbert  Cowles,  Esq.,  for  the  history  of  this  town  by 
Governor  Treadwell,  might  have  been  drawn  on,  or  the 
stories  heard  in- my  own  childhood  to  the  droning  accom- 
paniment of  the  spinning-wheel,  in  the  long  winter  even- 
ings, when  the  labors  of  the  day  were  over  —  blood-curd- 
ling tales  of  Indian  massacres,  interspersed  with  stories 
of  New  England  witchcraft,  of  Captain  Kidd  and  the  Sa- 
tanic hosts  who  guarded  his  buried  treasure  —  all  devoutly 
believed  in  by  the  aged  narrator.  If,  instead,  I  have 
given  you  but  a  bare  list  of  names,  it  is,  so  far  as  it  goes, 
a  reliable  one  and  an  honorable  one. 
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ADDRESS. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Village  Library  Company  of 
Farmington  : 

Having  been  requested  by  your  Committee  to  read  for 
your  entertainment  another  paper  on  the  Farmington  of 
our  ancestors,  I  propose  to  give  tliis  evening  some  account 
of  the  early  industries  of  Farmington.  _- 

The  first  settlers  of  this  village  came  from  Hartford 
probably  along  the  same  path  and  through  the  same 
notch  in  the  mountain  we  still  use.  Finding  further 
progress  westward  interrupted  by  the  river,  they  turned 
southward  and  built  their  first  houses  where  runs  the 
Main  street  of  to-day.  To  each  settler  was  allotted  a  strip 
of  land  about  two  hundred  feet  wide,  bounded  on  the 
east  by  the  mountain  and  on  the  west  by  the  river. 
When  their  numbers  increased,  and  their  flocks  and  herds 
required  ampler  accommodation,  they  made  use  of  the 
meadows  and  forest  to  the  westward,  enclosing  them  with 
a  strong  fence  and  a  deep  ditch,  remains  of  the  latter  of 
which  may  still  be  traced  from  Avon  southward  through 
the  Pine  Woods  nearly  to  Plainville.  This  fence  kept 
their  flocks  from  losing  themselves  in  the  forest,  and 
was  thought  a  sufficient  bar  against  wolves,  wliich  do 
not  easily  climb  an  obstruction. 

Here  in  much  peace  and  contentment  they  lived  the 
laborious  lives  of  early  settlers.  Let  us  see  what  can  l)c 
learned  of  their  industries  and  daily  life  for  the  first  si.xty 
years  of  their  residence.  During  this  j)eriod  forty-five, 
out  of  a  much  larger  number  who  died,  left  estates 


minutely  inventoried  by  the  courts  of  the  day.  These 
inventories,  showing  all  a  man's  possessions,'  from  his 
farm  down  to  his  smallest  article  of  clothing-,  give  us 
about  all  the  information  of  his  daily  life  and  habits  we 
possess. 

They  were  all  farmers,  every  one  of  them.  The  min- 
ister was  the  biggest  farmer  of  them  all.  To  him  was 
allotted  a  double  portion  of  land.  The  Rev.  Roger  New- 
ton removed  early  and  died  elsewhere,  but  his  successor, 
the  Rev.  Samuel  Hooker,  dying  here  in  1697,  left  a  farm 
valued  at  £440,  many  horses,  cattle,  and  sheep  in  his  pas- 
tures, much  wheat,  rye,  corn,  and  barley  in  his  granary, 
and  already  sowed  for  the  next  year's  crop,  with  abun- 
dant husbandry  tools  for  the  prosecution  of  this  industry. 
With  two  sermons,  not  of  the  shortest,  to  write  every 
week,  and  another  for  lecture  day,  with  an  occasional 
election  sermon,  and  much  public  work  in  the  colony,  he 
must  have  been  a  laborious  man.  His  estate,  with  the 
exception  of  that  of  Mr.  John  Wadsworth,  was  the  largest 
inventoried  before  1700. 

The  work  of  the  farm  was  done  largely  by  oxen. 
Almost  every  farmer  owned  one  yoke,  but  none  more 
than  two,  so  far  as  can  be  learned.  Horses  were  about 
twice  as  numerous  as  oxen,  and  were  also  used  in  the  cul- 
tivation of  land,  as  the  inventory  of  their  tackling  proves. 
Every  man  had  a  cow  ortwo  but  no  large  herds.  John 
Hart,  burned  in  his  house  in  1666,  left  six,  as  also  did 
Nathaniel  Kellogg,  dying  in  1657,  but  one  and  two  were 
the  common  number.  Sheep  were  held  a  necessity  on 
every  farm  to  furnish  warm  clothing  in  the  long  New 
England  winter.  John  Orton,  dying  in  1695,  left  a  flock  of 
twenty-two,  but  the  average  number  was  ten.  Swine  were 
numerous.  John  Cowles'  estate  had  thirty-eiglit.  The 
average  for  a  farmer  was  fifteen.  A  few  hives  of  bees 
usually  closed  the  list.    I'arming  implements  were  much 
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as  we  knew  them  fifty  years  ago,  before  the  day  of  horse 
rakes  and  mowing-machines,  only  a  ruder  construction. 
They  had  fans  but  no  fanning-mills,  trusting  to  the  winds 
of  heaven  to  winnow  the  grain  from  the  chaff  as  in  bibli- 
cal times.  Their  carts  and  plows  were  hom.e-made  and  so 
rudely  built  that  the  appraiser  frequently  estimated  the 
value  of  the  iron  parts  only.  Josselyn  in  his  "  Two  Voy- 
ages to  New  England,"  printed  in  1673,  advises  the  planter 
to  buy  his  cart-wheels  in  England  for  fourteen  shillings 
rather  than  trust  to  colonial  workmanship.  Certain  tools 
were  then  common  which  some  of  us  remember  to  have 
seen  in  our  boyhood,  long  unused.  There  was  the  heavy 
and  cumbersome  brake  for  breaking  flax,  the  wooden 
swingling  knife  for  continuing  the  process,  and  the 
hetchel.  Wool  cards  were  also  common.  After  flax, 
wheat  was  the  most  important  crop,  and  rye  was  raised 
when  the  exhausted  land  .would  no  longer  bear  wheat. 
Mislen,  or  a  mixture  of  wheat  and  rye,  was  often  sowed 
in  the  hope  that  one  or  the  other  grain  might  thrive. 
Barley  was  raised  for  the  manufacture  of  malt,  and  we 
find  even  oats  used  for  this  purpose.  It  took  the  Eng- 
lishman several  generations  to  learn  that  he  could  live 
without  beer.  Wood,  in  his  "  New  England's  Prospect," 
printed  in  1634,  gives  his  English  view  of  the  matter. 

Every  family,"  he  says,  ''having  a  spring  of  sweet 
waters  betwixt  them,  which  is  far  different  from  the 
waters  of  England,  being  not  so  sharp,  but  of  a  fatter 
substance,  and  of  a  more  jetty  color;  it  is  thought  there 
can  be  no  better  water  in  the  world,  yet  dare  I  not  prefer 
it  before  good  beer  as  some  have  done."  After  the  multi- 
plication of  apple  orchards,  cider  largely  took  the  plucc  of 
beer.  John  Hart  had  a  cider  press  in  1666  anil  Ca[U. 
William  Lewis  in  1690  had  not  only  a  cider  mill  but  :i 
malt  mill,  a  still,  and  a  supply  of  malt  and  hops  John 
Bronson  in  1680  had  ten  barrels  of  cider  in  his  cellar 
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valued  at  four  pounds.  Potatoes  are  not  named.  Prob- 
ably none  of  the  settlers  had  ever  seen  one.    Peas  and 

1     beans  were  common,  but  by  far  the  largest  crop  was 

j  Indian  corn.  Corn  was  the  first  eatable  thing  which  the 
starving  Pilgrims  could  find  after  they  left  Plymouth 
Rock.  The  friendly  Tisquantum  showed  them  how  to 
raise  it.    "  Also  he  told  them  except  they  get  fish  and  set 

I     with  it  (in  these  old  grounds)  it  would  come  to  nothing. 

i  and  he  showed  them  that  in  the  middle  of  April  they 
should  have  store  enough  come  up  the  brook  by  which 
they  began  to  build."  So  says  Gov.  Bradford  in  his 
history.    Other  Indian  advice  was  to  place  in  each  hill  a 

[     shad,  a  few  kernels  of  corn,  and  a  few  beans.    The  shad 

i  was  for  manure,  and  the  cornstalks  formed  in  good  time 
sufficient  poles  for  the  bean  vines  to  climb.    The  savage 

j  meanwhile  retiring  to  the  sunny  side  of  his  wigwam 
trusted  the  rest  to  all  bountiful  nature,  with  a  little  assist- 
ance from  his  squaw.  Other  things  the  settlers  soon 
learned.  Of  the  blackbirds  which  soon  pulled  up  their 
corn,  Roger  Williams  writing  in  1643  says,  ''Of  this  sort 
there  be  millions,  which  be  great  devourers  of  the  Indian 
corn,  as  soon  as  it  appears  above  the  ground.  Against 
these  birds  the  Indians  are  very  careful  both  to  set  their 
corn  deep  enough,  that  it  may  have  a  strong  root,  not  so 
apt  to  be  plucked  up  (^^et  not  too  deep,  lest  they  bury  it. 
and  it  never  come  up);  as  also  they  put  up  little  watch 
houses  in  the  middle  of  their  fields,  in  which  they,  or 
their  biggest  children  lodge,  and,  early  in  the  morning, 
])revent  the  birds  from  devouring  the  corn."  As  for  the 
crow,  he  says,  "  These  birds,  although  they  do  the  corn 
some  hurt,  yet  scarce  will  one  native  amongst  an  hundred 
kill  them,  because  they  have  a  tradition,  that  the  crow 
brought  them  at  first  an  Indian  grain  of  corn  in  one  ear. 
and  an  Indian  or  French  bean  in  anotlier,  from  the  grtMt 
God  Cawtantowwit's  field  in  the  southwest,  from  whence 


they  hold  came  all  their  corn  and  beans."    In  1694  the 
town  offered  a  reward  of  two  pence  for  crows  and  one  ! 
shilling  the  dozen  for  blackbirds.    In  Hartford,  in  1707, 
it  was  held  the  duty  of  every  good  citizen  to  kill  one  dozen 
blackbirds  each  year,  or  pay  a  fine  of  one  shilling.    If  he 
killed  more  than  a  dozen  he  was  entitled  to  one  penny 
for  each  bird.     From  that  time  to  this  many  bounties 
have  been  paid  and  much  powder  burned,  but  the  crow  's 
still  with  us,  and  his  morning  voice  is  still  heard  as  he 
wings  his  daily  flight  from  the  mountain  to  the  meadow. 
The  most  troublesome  animals  the  farmer  had  to  contend 
with,  were  the  wolves  which,  roaming  by  night  in  packs 
of  ten  or  a  dozen,  with  dreadful  cries,  devoured  sheep, 
calves,  and  the  smaller  animals.    From  a  stray  leaf  of  the 
town  accounts  we  learn  that  in  17 18  Ebenezer  Barnes, 
Stephen  Hart,  Samuel  Scott,  and  Matthew  Woodruff  were 
each  paid  six  shillings  and  eight  pence  for  killing  wolves. 
They  were  mostly  killed  in  pits  into  which  they  were  en- 
ticed by  bait  placed  over  the  concealed  mouth  of  the  pit. 
They  were  poor  climbers,  and  once  in  the  pit  their  fate  , 
was  sure.    The  road  running  from  the  eighth  milestone  '[ 
^southward  from  the  Hartford  road  has,  since  1747,  and  I  j 
know  not  how  much  longer,  been  known  as  the  Wolf  Pit  | 
road,  and  certain  depressions  in  the  ground  used  to  be  : 
shown  to  credulous  boys   as   the  ancient  wolf    pits.  ! 
Another  very  common   method   of  destroying    these  j 
animals,  Josselyn  tells  us  in  his    New  England's  Rari-  j 
ties  "  of  1672.    "  The  wolf,"  lie  sa3's,  "is  very  numerous,  j 
and  go  in  companies,  sometimes  ten,  twenty,  or  fewer,  . 
and  so  cunning,  that  seldom  any  are  killed  with  guns  or  J 


traps ;  but  of  late  they  have  invented  a  way  to  destroy  I 
them  by  binding  four  mackerel  hooks  across  with  a  brown  j 
thread,  and  then,  \vra[)ping  some  wool  about  t:iem.  tliey 
dip  them  in  melted'  tallow  till  it  be  as  nnind  and  big  as  l 
an  egg ;  these  (when  any  beast  has  been  killed  by  the 
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wolves)  they  scatter  by  the  dead  carcass  after  they  have 
beaten  off  the  wolves  ;  about  midnight  the  wolves  are  sure 
to  return  again  to  the  place  where  they  left  the  slaugh- 
tered beast,  and  the  first  thing  they  venture  upon  will  be 
these  balls  of  fat."  Bears  were  frequently  met  with,  but 
they  made  the  farmers  very  little  trouble,  and  were  es- 
teemed a  good-natured  animal,  except  when  defending 
their  young.  The  town  paid  for  killing  panthers  in  1718 
and  in  1726,  and  probably  in  other  years.  In  1768  a 
bounty  of  three  shillings  was  offered  for  wildcats,  and  on 
the  30th  day  of  May,  1773,  the  town  paid  three  shillings 
to  Noah  Hart  for  a  wildcat,  and  the  same  day  paid  one 
shilling  to  John  Newell,  Jr.,  "  for  putting  a  strolling-fel- 
low in  the  stocks,"  wildcats  and  tramps  being  held  in  like 
estimation.  One  other  animal  the  settlers  feared  more 
than  all  the  others  put  together.  It  spared  neither  man 
nor  beast,  and  its  midnight  roar  was  not  a  cheerful  soimd 
to  the  lonely  settler.  All  over  New  England  they  called 
it  a  lion,  with  about  as  much  knowledge  of  natural  history 
as  Nick  Bottom,  who  held  a  lion  is  a  most  dreadful  thing  ; 
for  there  is  not  a  more  fearful  wild-fowl  than  your  lion 
living."  Wood,  in  his  "  New  England's  Prospect,"  says,_ 
"  concerning  lions,  I  will  not  say  that  I  ever  saw  any  my- 
self, but  some  affirm  that  they  have  seen  a  lion  at  Cape 
Anne  ....  some  likewise,  being  lost  in  the  wo(xls, 
have  heard  such  terrible  roarings,  as  have  made  them 
much  aghast ;  which  must  be  devils  or  lions  there  being 
no  other  creatures  which  use  to  roar  saving  bears,  which 
have  not  such  a  terrible  kind  of  roaring."  Sundry  locali- 
ties were  named  after  the  beast.  A  Lion's  Plollow  west- 
ward of  the  road  to  Plainville,  and  a  Lion's  Hole  eastward 
of  the  road  to  Kensington  were  frecjuently  mentioned  in 
old  deeds.  A  Lion's  Hole  near  Dead  Swamp,  is  nien.- 
tioned  in  1686,  and  one,  hardly  tlie  sanie,  in  170;  on  the 
Great  Plain.    The  animal  was  witlioul  much  doubt  a 


catamount.  If  you  have  ever  seen  the  bronze  figure  of 
this  beast  standing  on  its  granite  pedestal  in  front  of  the 
site  of  the  old  Catamount  Tavern  in  Bennington,  Ver- 
mont, "grinning  towards  New  York,"  you  will  not 
wonder  at  its  unpleasant  reputation. 

Early  in  the  history  of  this  village,  as  in  all  new  settle- 
ments, it  became  necessary  for  some  of  the  farmers  to 
enofao^e  in  other  industries  essential  to  civilized  life.  The 
goodman  could  prepare  wool  and  flax  for  the  wheel  of  the 
goodwife,  but  not  every  one  possessed  a  loom,  or  knew 
how  to  use  it.  Joseph  Bird  and  his  sons,  Joseph,  Samuel, 
and  Thomas,  living  on  Bird  Hill,  on  the  Hartford  road, 
were  all  weavers  before  1 700.  Simon  Wrotlium,  a  man 
conspicuous  for  his  want  of  sympathy  with  the  religious 
views  of  his  townsmen,  was  also  a  weaver.  Sergeant 
Stephen  Hart,  son  of  Deacon  Stephen,  had  "  looms, 
sleys,  reeds,  and  other  weaving  tools,"  valued  at  £s~~^- 
Sergeant  John  Clark,  who  died  in  the  Canada  Expedition 
of  1709,  had  a  coverlet  of  John  Root's  weaving,  valued  at 
18  shillings.  The  latter  was  known  as  ''John  Root, 
weaver,"  as  early  as  1699.  Samuel  North,  dying  in  1682, 
left  "  A  loom  and  tools  belonging  to  it,"  valued  at  three 
pounds.  Here,  surely,  were  weavers  enough  to  supply  all 
reasonable  requirements  of  the  little  village.  Probably 
the  goodwife  of  the  settler  fashioned  the  products  of  these 
many  looms  into  substantial  clothing,  but,  as  early  as  1697, 
Deacon  Thomas  Porter,  son  of  the  first  Thomas,  came  to 
be  known  as  "  Thomas  Porter,  tailor."  His  house  stood 
near  the  site  of  that  of  Judge  E.  H.  Deming,  and  here  the 
young  men  who  desired  something  more  stylish  than 
home-made  garments  doubtless  repaired.  We  regret  our 
inability  to  describe  the  fashions  of  his  shop.  An  inven- 
tory of  the  wardrobe  of  a  respectable  farmer  of  the  day 
nuist  suflice.  Sergeant  John  Clark  had  four  coats,  one  of 
kersey,  one  of  serge,  a  cape-coat,  lined,  and  an  old  coat. 
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Of  waistcoats  he  had  a  blue  and  a  serge.  His  breeches 
were  severally  of  drugget,  serge,  and  leather.'  He  had  a 
hat  of  castor  beaver,  two  fringed  muslin  neckcloths,  two 
pairs  of  gloves,  and  two  speckled  shirts.  Further  it  is 
unnecessary  to  go.  Five  men,  besides  the  minister,  wort- 
broadcloth, —  John  Judd,  son  of  William  ;  Samuel  Cowles, 
who,  besides  two  broadcloth  coats,  valued  at  six  pounds, 
had  a  damask  vest  and  four  pairs  of  silver  buttons ;  Capl. 
John  Stanley,  who  had  a  straight  broadcloth  coat  of  a 
sad  color ;  Samuel  Gridley,  who  also  carried  a  silver- 
headed  cane,  and  his  son,  Samuel,  who  had  two  coats, 
each  three  times  as  valuable  as  his  father's,  and  silver 
buttons  and  buckles  to  match.  The  tide  of  luxury  so 
deeply  deplored  by  Gov.  Treadwell  years  afterward  had 
already  set  in.  Samuel  Langdon,  son  of  Deacon  Langdon, 
removing  to  Northampton  and  carrying  thither  the  luxu- 
rious habits  of  his  native  village,  was  with  divers  persons 
"  presented  by  the  grand  jury  to  the  court  at  Northamp- 
ton, March  26,  1676,  for  wearing  of  silk,  and  that  in  a 
flaunting  manner,  and  others  for  long  hair  and  other 
extravagances  contrary  to  honest  and  sober  order  and 
demeanor,  not  becoming  a  wilderness  state,  at  least  the 
profession  of  Christianity  and  religion."  ^^Ir.  Langdon 
made  his  peace  with  the  court  by  2')aying  the  clerk's  fee, 
2  shillings  and  6  pence. 

Samuel  Woodruff,  son  of  ^latthew  the  immigrant,  was 
the  village  shoemaker,  commonly  known  as  "  Sanniel 
Woodruff,  cordwainer."  About  1700  he  removed  to 
Southington,  and  tradition  calls  him  its  first  white  inhab- 
itant. John  Newell,  son  of  Thomas  the  immigrant,  \v::s 
another  shoemaker.  He  removed  to  Waterbury  with  those 
who  went  from  this  village,  but  returned,  and  died  un- 
married in  1696.  His  inventory  shows:  "  iShoe  leatlier. 
lasts,  and  shoemaker's  gears,"  valued  at  19  shilling-.  \> 
pence.    Benjamin  Judd,  son  of  Deacon  Thomas,  dying  in 


J 698,  left  "  Leather  and  shoemaker's  tools  to  the  value  of 
one  pound  and  six  shillings."  Johanna  Sinith,  who  was 
killed  in  the  "  Falls  Fight  "  of  May  19,  1676,  was  the  vil- 
lage cooper,  and,  after  him,  John  Stedman  and  Samuel 
Bronson.  Daniel  ]\ler rills  was  a  tanner,  and  Joseph  Haw- 
ley  had  a  tan-yard.  Thomas  Lee,  son  of  the  first  John, 
was  described  in  the  deed  of  David  Lee  of  Northampton, 
weaver,  as  Thomas  Lee  his  brother,  mason  and  brick- 
layer of  Farmington,"  in  1697.  Joiners  must  have  been 
important  members  of  the  community,  but  I  know  of  no 
one  distinctly  classed  as  such.  Thomas  Thomson  the 
immigrant,  a  brother  of  Samuel  Thomson,  stationer,  of 
London,  dying  in  1655,  left  "  Tools  for  a  carpenter  and 
other  small  implements,"  valued  at  5  pounds,  i  shilling. 
Richard  Bronson,  in  1687,  left  a  full  set  of  carpenter's 
tools.  Deacon  John  Langdon  left  a  set  in  1689.  William 
Hooker,  son  of  Rev.  Samuel  Hooker,  left  a  turning 
lathe,  with  saws  and  other  tools,  for  turning  and  joiner's 
work."  He  was  a  merchant,  and  these  may  have  been  a 
part  of  his  goods.  John  Bronson  and  John  Warner  had 
each  a  pit  saw,  —  useful  tools  before  saw-mills  could  be 
built. 

The  Gridleys  were  the  blacksmiths  of  the  village. 
vSamuel,  son  of  the  first  Thomas,  lived  near  where  now 
stands  the  house  of  the  late  Egbert  Cowles,  Esq.,  and  his 
shop  was  in  the  highway,  as  was  the  custom.  Dying  in 
1712,  his  son  Thomas  succeeded  to  his  trade,  and  was 
known  as  "Thomas  Gridley,  smith,"  to  distinguish  him 
from  other  Thomas  (iridleys.  His  house,  given  him  by 
his  father  in  1704,  was  on  Bird's  Hill,  on  the  north  side 
of  the  road  to  Hartford.  The  tools  inventoried  "  in  yc 
smith's  shop  "of  Samuel  Gridley  were  pretty  much  what 
you  would  find  in  a  country  f(H"gc  of  to-day.  .Mr.  (iridlcy 
was  also  a  merchant,  and  the  long  inventory  of  his  csiatc 
is  interesting  as  showing  the  evolution  of  the  early  conn- 


try  shopkeeper.  Silver  coin  was  scarce.  Capt.  William 
Lewis  had,  by  his  inventory,  two  pounds  and  four  shil- 
lings; John  Wadsworth,  two  pounds  six  shillings;  John 
Newell,  three  pieces  of  eight,  that  is,  fifteen  shillings,  and 
John  Clark  a  sum  not  separately  appraised ;  and  if  others 
had  any,  it  was  not  specifically  mentioned.  Nathaniel 
Kellogg  had  Avampum  valued,  in  1657,  at  two  pounds. 
Everyone  accepted  in  payment  such  goods  and  valuables 
as  the  debtor  had  to  offer.  Hence  Mr.  Gridley,  as  he  per- 
ceived his  goods  increase,  opened  a  shop  for  their  sale. 
Of  such  wares  he  had  accumulated  3  beaver  skins,  and 
the  skins  of  16  raccoons,  3  foxes,  5  wildcats,  i  bear,  i  deer, 
7  musquashes,  and  2  minks.  Of  his  own  handiwork, 
besides  other  iron  ware,  he  sold  nails,  not  by  the  pound 
but  by  count.  There  were  2,300  four-penny  nails,  2,350 
six-penny,  i  ,900  eight-penny,  and  200  hob-nails.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  goods  he  made  or  got  in  payment  for  work, 
his  business  came,  in  time,  to  embrace  anything  the  far- 
mer needed,  from  carts,  harnesses,  and  scythes  to  jack- 
knives  and  catechisms.  Here  the  ladies  could  procure 
calicoes,  crapes,  muslins,  laces,  ribbons,  thimbles,  thread, 
knitting-pins,  combs,  and  fans,  or  could  stock  their  pan- 
trys  with  all  manner  of  shining  pewter.  Here,  too,  the 
hunter  found  powder,  flints,  and  bullets.  John  Wads- 
worth,  dying  in  16S9,  son  of  the  first  William,  besides  a 
large  farm,  had  a  shop  containing  goods  not  specifically 
enumerated,  but  valued  at  87  pounds.  He  had  also  a 
cold  still,  an  alembic,  and  sundry  gallipots.  Perhaps  he 
combined  the  business  of  a  druggist  with  other  industries. 
He  was  probably  the  wealthiest  man  of  the  village.  He 
left  a  library  valued  at  ^^17-  i4s.-6d.  His  house  stood  a 
little  south  of  where  now  lives  Judge  P>.  H.  Doming. 
William  Hooker,  son  of  Rev.  Samuel  1  looker,  lived  on 
the  west  side  of  Main  street,  on  the  corner  wlu-re  the 
road  turns  off  to  the  railroad  station,  and  was  also  a  sliop- 


keeper.  His  business,  judging-  from  the  inventory  of  his 
goods,  must  have  been  largely  in  hardware,  such  as  brass 
kettles,  warming-pans,  pewter  of  all  sorts,  including  lo 
pewter  tankards,  5  dozen  pewter  spoons,  and  3^  dozen 
ocomy  (that  is  alchemy)  spoons.  Farming,  however,  was 
his  principal  occupation.  Roger  Hooker,  another  son  of 
Rev.  Samuel'  Hooker,  was  also  a  merchant,  and,  dying  in 
1698,  left  as  great  a  variety  of  goods  as  you  will  find  in 
the  country  store  of  to-day,  and  some  other  things  from  a 
very  valuable  lot  of  bear  skins,  deer  skins,  and  moose 
skins,  down  to  fish-hooks  and  jewsharps.  The  jewsharp 
was  the  only  instrument  of  music  I  find  inventoried  in  a 
Farmington  house,  and  was  one  of  the  three'  allowed  in 
the  Blue  Laws  fabricated  by  the  Rev.  Samuel  Peters. 
The  drum,  I  suppose,  was  town  property,  and  was  beaten 
by  John  Judd,  drummer,  at  a  regular  salary.  A  little 
later,  in  171 8,  four  other  men  were  each  paid  13  shillings  j 
4  pence  for  drumming.  The  three  New  England  meth- 
ods of  calling  the  worshipers  to  the  meeting-house  were 
by  the  conch  shell,  the  drum,  and  the  bell.  We  had  at  this 
period  reached  the  second  stage  of  development,  —  the 
drum.    According  to  an  old  hymn, 

"  New  England  Sabbath  day 

Is  heaven-like,  still,  and  pure. 
When  Israel  walks  the  way 

Up  to  the  temple's  door. 
The  time  we  tell 

When  there  to  come 
By  beat  of  drum 

Or  sounding  shell." 

Another  industry,  mostly  speculative,  absorbed  much 
time  and  attcnti(Mi,  —  the  search  for  valuable  ores  and  the 
precious  metals.  In  165 1  the  (icneial  Court  authorized 
John  Wiuthrop,  afterwards  the  sixth  Governor  of  Connect- 
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icut,  to  searcli  for  mines  and  minerals,  and  set  tip  works 
for  operating-  the  mines  when  found.  His  success,  espec- 
ially with  the  iron  works  at  New  Haven,  was  sufficient  to 
encourage  every  land-owner  here  to  believe  untold  wealth 
was  just  within  reach.  Deeds  of  land  frequently  appear 
upon  our  records  reserving  precious  metals  should  such 
be  discovered.  The  town  committee,  in  171 2,  leased  to 
William  Partridge  and  Jonathan  Belcher,  for  eight  years, 

all  mines  and  minerals,  iron  mines  only 

excepted,  already  found  out  and  discovered  and  hereafter 
to  be  found  and  discovered."  Two  years  later  eight  indi- 
viduals lease  to  New  York  merchants  the  right  to  dig  for 
"  oar  of  Lead  or  other  sort  of  mettle  whatsoever,"  for  sixty 
years.  The  mineral  mostly  sought  hereabouts  was  black 
lead.  John  Oldham,  afterwards  murdered  by  the  Indians, 
traveling  through  Connecticut  in  1633,  brought  back 
'*  some  black  lead  ore,  of  Avhich  the  Indians  said  there 
was  a  whole  quarry."  In  1657  the  Tunxis  Indians  sold 
to  William  Lewis  and  Samuel  Steele  the  hill  from 
whence  John  Standly  and  John  Andrews  brought  the 
black  lead,  and  all  the  land  within  eight  miles  of  that 
hill  on  every  side."  The  sale  of  this  hill  was  confirmed 
by  deed  of  Pethuzo  and  Toxcronnock  in  17 14.  This 
famous  hill,  with  all  its  treasure,  has  disappeared  from 
view  as  completely  as  the  fabled  island  of  Atlantis,  often 
sought,  never  found.  The  Rev.  R.  ^1.  Chipman,  in  liis 
"  Histor}^  of  Harwinton,"  is  authority  for  the  statement 
that  sundry  citizens  of  that  town  and  vicinity,  to  the 
number  of  five  hundred,  headed  by  three  venerable  ck-r- 
gymen,  on  a  day  appointed,  repaired  to  the  woods  sup- 
posed to  contain  the  black  lead,  and,  forming  a  long  lino, 
marched  all  day  after  the  manner  of  beating  the  woods 
for  game,  to  make  sure  of  the  discovery  of  the  black  lead 
by  some  of  their  number.'  Whether  the  story  had  some 
foundation,  or  was  merely  the  joke  of  a  minister  on  his 
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clerical  brethren,  does  not  appear,  but  the  black  lead  is 
still  undiscovered. 

One  of  the  most  necessary  institutions  in  a  new  settle-  ' 
ment  is  the  mill,  saw-mills  to  provide  lumber  for  houses, 
and  grist-mills  to  grind  the  wheat  and  corn.  vSometime 
during  the  first  ten  years  of  the  village,  John  Bronson 
set  up  a  mill  on  the  brook  thereafter  known  as  the  ^lill 
Brook,  and  subsequently  as  the  Fulling  Mill  Brook,  and 
which,  running  down  the  .mountain,  crosses  Main  Street 
just  north  of  the  house  of  the  late  Egbert  Cowles,  Esq. 
Before  1650  he  had  sold  it  to  Deacon  vStephen  Hart,  who 
described  the  premises  as  "one  parcel  on  which  a  mill 
standeth  with  a  swamp  adjoining  to  it  in  which  the  mill 
water  cometh  and  containeth  all  the  land  that  the  country 
gave  to  John  Bronson  there,  except  the  house  lot."   It  was 
probably  a  saw-mill.    In  a  grant  of  1687  we  hear  of  the 
Upper  Saw-Mill  Pond.    Deacon  Stephen  Hart  gave  the  j 
mill  in  his  lifetime  to  his  three  sons,  John,  Stephen,  and  I 
Thomas.    In  1712  the  town  ''granted  unto  John  Bronson  j 
liberty  to  build  a  fulling  mill  upon  the  brook  that  cometh  1 
down  the  mountain  by,  Jonathan  Smith's,  and  also  the  im-  | 
provement  of  so  much  land  as  is  necessary  to  set  a  mill 
upon,  and  for  damming  in  any  place  between  Jonathan 
Smith's  lot  and  John  Hart's,  provided  he  do  not  damnify 
the  cart  way."    In  1778  the  town  gave  Solomon  Cowles, 
Thomas    Cowles,   Isaac    Bidwell,   Amos  Cowles,  and 
Phinehas  Cowles  "libertv  to  erect  one  or  more  o-rist  mills 
on  the  brook  called  the  r\illing  ^Hll  Brook."    Their  ])eti- 
tion  sets  forth  "  that  althou^zh  there  is  one  iri'ist  mill  now 
in  said  vSociety,  yet  it  does  not  at  all  times  well  accom- 
modate the  people  with  grinding,  for  in  certain  seasons 
of  the  year  said  mill  is  rendered  entirely  useless  by 
rea.son  of  Hoods,  ice,  etc.,  whereby  the  people  are  obliged 
to  carry  their  corn  five  or  six  miles  to  get  it  ground."  j 
The  inference  is  that  the  first  mill  on  the  brook  was  a 
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saw-mill  built  before  1650,  the  second  a  fulling  mill  built 
in  1 712,  and  that  the  first  grist-mill  was  built  on  -the  river 
where  a  mill  has  been  sustained  to  the  present  day.  I 
find  an  early  mention  of  it  in  the  year  1701,  which  con- 
tains several  points  of  interest.  In  that  year  Wenemo. 
an  Indian,  stole  "  a  good  fire-lock  gun  "  from  John  Bates 
of  Haddam,  and  another  Indian,  Nannouch,  to  save  his 
friend  from  the  very  serious  consequences,  mortgaged  to 
said  Bates  "  two  acres  of  land  situated  in  Farmington 
meadow  near  the  corn  mill  of  Capt.  Thomas  Hart  lying 
in  the  Indian  Neck,"  and  vSamuel  Hooker  and  Stephen 
Root  testify  "  that  we  saw  the  Indian  Nannouch  deliver 
two  acres  of  land  commonly  called  this  Indian's  land 
afore  mentioned  to  Mr.  John  Bates  of  Haddam  by  turf 
and  twig."  This  ancient  form  of  conveyance  by  the 
actual  delivery  of  a  piece  of  the  soil  and  of  the  timber 
growing  thereon,  was  doubtless  more  intelligible  to  tlie 
Indian  mind  than  the  drawing  a  picture  of  his  totem  at 
the  bottom  of  a  piece  of  paper  inscribed  with  "  Know  all 
men  by  these  presents,"  and  other  ponderous  formulas. 

Without  going  more  at  length  into  the  industries  of 
the  men  of  that  day,  it  is  time  we  gave  some  attention  to 
the  equally  laborious  occupations  of  their  wives  and 
daughters.  Perhaps  the  best  way  to  illustrate  the  subject 
is  to  take  you  to  the  house  of  a  well-to-do  farmer  and  in- 
spect the  housekeeping  and  all  the  surroundings  of  its  in- 
mates. We  will  call  on  the  30th  of  May,  171 2,  at  the 
house  of  Samuel  (iridley,  which,  as  I  have  already  men- 
tioned, stood  near  the  site  of  the  house  of  the  late  Egbert 
Cowles,  Esq.  The  date  is  a  little  later  than  I  could  \vi>h. 
but  our  knowledge  of  the  house  is  better  than  that  of  any 
other.  We  will  examine,  not  what  might  have  been  seen 
in  such  a  house  at  that  time,  but  what  the  appraisers,  b'hr. 
Wadsworth,  John  Porter,  and  Isaac  Cowles,  found  tlu  rc 
that  day,  and  made  solemn  oath  that  they  found.  The 
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female  inmates  of  the  house  we  are  to  inspect  were  the 
widow  Mary  and  her  three  daughters,  Sarah,  a  girl  of 
eighteen  who  afterward  married  Nathaniel  Cowles,  IMary, 
aged  four,  who  died  unmarried,  and  Jerusha,  a  babe  of 
four  months  who  afterwards  married  Nehemiah  Lewis. 
We  will  enter  by  the  porch  which  opens  into  the  hall,  on 
either  side  of  which  are  the  parlor  and  kitchen,  and  back 
of  all  the  leanto.  Over  each  room  except  the  leanto  is  a 
chamber,  and  over  all  the  garret.  In  the  porch  we  find 
much  which  had  reference  to  out-of-door  life,  and  which 
the  modern  housewife  would  certainly  have  requested 
Mr.  Gridley  to  bestow  elsewhere,  —  harnesses,  saddles, 
the  pillion,  and  pillion  cloth  on  which  the  good  wife  rode 
behind  her  husband  to  church  or  elsewhere,  a  chest  and 
tools,  a  cart  rope,  a  steel  trap,  and  sundry  other  things. 
Entering  the  hall  we  find  the  furniture  to  consist  of  a 
wainscot  chest,  a  table,  a  great  chair,  four  lesser  ones, 
three  cushions  and  a  pillow.  Here  are  stored  the  arms 
which  every  man  must  have  ready  for  instant  use,  his 
gun,  pike,  bayonet,  rapier,  back  sword,  and  cutlass.  I 
think  there  must  have  been  a  fireplace  in  the  room,  for 
we  find  two  heaters,  two  smoothing  irons,  a  spit,  a  pair  of 
bellows,  two  trammels,  and  their  hooks.  Here  are  pots 
and  kettles,  large  and  small,  of  brass  and  iron.  There  is 
a  goodly  display  of  shining  pewter,  tankards,  plates, 
basins,  beakers,  porringers,  cups  with  handles,  barrel 
cups,  pewter  measures  of  all  sizes,  and  pewter  bottles. 
Here  is  much  wooden  ware,  earthen  ware,  and  even 
china  ware,  and  here  the  family  supply  of  medicines, 
Matthew's  pills,  blistering  salve,  and  sundry  drugs  whose 
names  I  must  leave  for  the  professional  practitioner  to 
transcribe.  Here  are  the  goodman's  money  scales  and 
weights,  his  spectacles,  and  his  library,  a  collection  of 
books  which  would  have  been  called  good  Sunday  read- 
ing fifty  years  ago.    They  are  an  old  Bible,  a  psalm  book, 
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and  other  books  entitled  KOMETOrPAa>IA,  Or  a  Discourse 
Concerning  Comets;  wherein  the  Nature  of'  Blazing 
Stars  is  Enquired  into:  With  an  Historical  Account  of 
all  the  Comets  which  have  appeared  from  the  Beginning 
of  the  World  unto  this  present  Year,  16S3,  .  .  .  ]W 
Increase  Mather."  Time  and  the  End  of  Time,"  being- 
two  discourses  by  Rev.  John  Fox  of  Woburn,  Mass.,  1701. 
"Zion  in  Distress;  or  the  Groans  of  the  Protestant 
Church ;"  printed  in  16S3  for  Samuel  Phillips.  "Spirit- 
ual Almanack,"  "  The  Unpardonable  Sin,"  "  Divine 
Providence  Opened," Man's  chief  End  to  Glorifie  God, 
or  Some  Brief  Sermon  —  Notes  on  i  Cor.  10.  31. —  By  the 
Reverend  Mr.  John  Bailey,  Sometime  Preacher  and 
Prisoner  of  Christ  at  Limerick  in  Ireland,  and  now  Pastor 
to  the  Church  of  Christ  in  Watertown  in  New-England." 
1689,  "  Commentary  on  Faith,"  How  to  Walk  with  God," 
''The  Wonders  of  the  Invisible  World,"  by  Rev.  Cotton 
Mather,  a  very  famous  book  on  witchcraft  in  Salem  and 
elsewhere,  and  on  the  ordinary  devices  of  the  devil.  It 
was  answered  by  Robert  Calef's  "  ^lore  Wonders  of  the 
Invisible  World,"  which  w^as  burned  by  order  of  Dr.  In- 
crease Mather,  President  of  Harvard  College,  in  the  col- 
lege yard.  We  find  also,  "  Some  Account  of  the  Life  c>f 
Henry  Gearing,"  by  J.  Shower,  ''A  Warning  to  prepare  for 
Death,"  a  New  Testament,  ''A  Book  on  Numbers," 
whether  an  arithmetic  or  a  commentary  on  one  of  the 
books  of  the  Pentateuch  does  not  appear,  "  a  lawbook, 
and  several  pieces  of  books."  The  latter  entry  seems  to 
show  that  the  library  was  much  read,  and  even  the  fnig- 
ments  of  books  were  carefully  preserved.  From  the  hail 
we  pass  to  the  kitchen,  where  we  find  in  the  big  fireplace 
a  pair  of  cast-iron  fire  dogs  weighing  sixty-four  pounds, 
two  pairs  of  tongs,  a  peel,  two  trammels  and  a  jack.  Tl^<-' 
furniture  seems  scanty,  a  table,  a  chest,  a  truckle  bedstead, 
a  great  chair  and  two  small  ones.    Sundry  baskets,  keel- 
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ers,  tubs,  pails,  and  kettles  stand  around.  The  main 
features  of  the  kitchen,  however,  are  the  loom,  the  great 
wheel,  two  linen  wheels,  a  hand  reel,  and  the  great  piles 
of  linen  sheets,  pillow  bears,  table-cloths,  towels,  and 
napkins,  largely  no  doubt  the  production  of  the  loom  and 
wheels,  and  large  supplies  of  yarn,  tow,  and  flax  for 
further  manufacture.  Spinning  and  storing  up  vast  sup- 
plies of  spotless  linen  against  their  wedding  day,  were  the 
great  accomplishments  of  the  young  maiden.  We  read 
of  spinning  matches  which  lasted  from  early  dawn  to 
nine  o'clock  at  night,  the  contestants  being  supplied  with 
food  by  other  hands  while  they  worked,  and  finally  with 
bloody  fingers  sinking  from  sheer  exhaustion.  Spinning 
bees  have  continued  until  within  a  few  years  in  some 
rural  districts.  I  remember  as  late  as  the  fall  of  1859, 
passing,  on  a  by-road  near  Farmington,  3^Iaine,  just  at 
sunset,  a  merry  procession  of  young  women  with  their 
great  wheels  carried  by  young  men,  on  their  way  to  a 
contest  with  the  spinners  of  the  next  village.  Let  us  now 
inspect  the  parlor,  then  as  since  the  crowning  glory  of 
the  house.  We  find  a  bedstead  with  a  feather  bed  and 
a  great  supply  of  blankets  and  coverlids,  and,  hanging 
over  all,  a  set  of  calico  curtains  with  a  calico  vallance  to 
match.  A  warming-pan,  a  most  useful  article  in  a  cold 
room,  completes  the  sleeping  equipment.  Other  furniture 
is  three  chests,  a  trunk,  a  round  table,  a  great  chair,  three 
little  ditto,  a  joint  stool,  and  five  cushions.  There  is  also 
a  cupboard  and  a  carpet  for  said  cupboard.  A  carpet  was 
not  a  floor  cloth  but  a  covering  to  furniture  often  showily 
embroidered  by  its  owner  as  a  specimen  of  her  skill. 
Probably  a  green  rug,  valued  at  five  shillings,  was  for  the 
floor.  Here  are  Mr.  Gridley's  pair  of  ]ustols  and  iK^lster. 
There  now  remains  down  stairs  only  the  leanti\  which 
will  not  detain  us  long,  though  it  probably  detained  Mrs. 
Oridley  many  a  weary  hour,  for  here  are  the  cheese-press. 
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and  churn,  the  butter  tubs,  and  all  the  machinery  of  the 
dairy,  and,  last  of  all,  an  hour-glass  with  which  the  various 
mysteries  of  the  place  were  timed.  This  hour-glass  is 
the  only  instrument  for  the  measurement  of  time  I  find, 
except  the  watch  and  clock  of  Rev.  Samuel  Hooker.  Thc 
sun  dial  answered  very  well  when  the  sun  shone,  and  a 
blast  on  a  conch  shell  when  the  good  wife  decreed  it  to 
be  dinner  time,  called  the  village  home  at  noon. 

If  you  please  we  will  now  walk  up  stairs.  In  the  par- 
lor chamber  we  find  a  bed  with  a  silk  grass  pillow  and 
two  leather  pillows  Aveighing  ten  pounds,  and  a  goodly 
supply  of  blankets,  coverlids,  curtains,  etc.  There  are  a 
number  of  chests  and  boxes  and  twenty-one  pormds  of 
yarn,  and  there  was  room  left  somewhere  for  ]Mr.  Gridley 
to  store  50  bushels  of  wheat  and  80  of  rye,  a  practice 
which  the  tidy  housekeeper  of  to-day  might  not  approve 
in  her  best  chamber.  It  was,  however,  the  custom  to  store 
grain  in  the  house  where  it  would  be  under  the  protec- 
tion of  the  household  cat,  as  we  see  illustrated  in  the 
picture  books  of  to-day. 

"  This  is  the  cat 
That  killed  the  rat 
That  ate  the  malt 

That  lay  in  the  house  that  Jack  built." 

In  the  hall  chamber  we  find  a  feather  bed  and  belong- 
ings and  a  great  store  of  wheat,  barley,  corn,  and  tkms 
in  baskets,  bags,  and  barrels.  The  porch  chamber  is 
given  up  to  malt,  oats,  and  peas.  In  the  garret  are  10 
bushels  of  rye  and  100  of  Indian  corn.  If  you  care  to  in- 
spect the  cellar  you  will  find  it  pretty  well  filled  with  bar- 
rels of  pork,  beer,  soap,  hops,  oatmeal,  nnd  other  family 
stores.  Here  we  must  take  leave  of  Mrs.  C.ridley  and  hrr 
household  treasures.  ])leased  no  doubt  that  our  lot  h.> 
fallen  two  centuries  later;  and  that  seven  generati^'i'S  ^-i 
UK'U  have  come  and  gone  and  left  us  the  better  for  their 
hardy  industries  and  honest  lives. 
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ADDRESS. 


Ladies  and  Gejitlemen  of  the  Village  Library  Compajiy  of 
Fanniiigton  : 

We  have  on  former  occasions  considered  the  libraries 
which  our  ancestors  founded,  the  music  they  sang  in  the 
sanctuary,  the  scanty  learning  taught  them  in  the  old  log 
schoolhouse,  their  noble  services  in  the  War  of  the  Rev- 
olution and  in  colonial  days,  the  venerable  houses  which 
sheltered  them  and  finally  the  early  industries  of  their 
laborious  and  worthy  lives.  To-night  we  will  go  back  no 
further  than  many  of  us  can  remember.  What  vre  have 
ourselves  seen  may  perhaps  interest  us  quite  as  much  as 
those  things  only  our  ancestors  saw  and  of  which  they 
have  left  such  meager  knowledge.  I  propose  to  speak  of 
the  Farmiiigton  Canal,  an  institution  of  great  expecta- 
tions never  realized,  to  the  capitalist  a  losing  venture,  to 
the  farmer  a  great  annoyance,  but  to  the  boy  of  half  a 
century  ago  the  most  delightful  source  of  endless  enjoy- 
ment. To-day  the  traveler,  just  before  he  is  stopped  in 
his  rambles  westward  by  the  river,  will  occasionally  lind 
traces  of  a  good-sized  ditch,  here  overgrown  with  alders, 
there  cut  deeply  between  high  banks  of  sand,  and  again 
totally  disappearing  with  the  march  of  improvements. 
Before  it  shall  have  been  wholly  wi]-)ed  from  the  face  of 
the  earth,  like  a  picture  on  a  schoolboy's  slate,  let  us  for 
one  evening  recall  it  to  mind  ;  in  summer  with  all  its 
gaily  painted  boats,  its  bridges  and  quiet  depths,  and  in 
winter  a  highway  for  merry  skaters.  In  the  first  place, 
however,  let  us  for  a  moment  consider  the  facilities  for 


travel  our  townsmen  enjoyed  just  before  the  days  of  the 
canal. 

In  the  year  1822  .  the  principal  means  of  communica- 
tion between  the  towns  of  this  state  was  by  the  ordinary 
highway,  sandy  in  summer,  buried  out  of  sight  by  snow 
drifts  in  winter,  and,  when  these  began  to  melt  in  the 
spring,  of  unknown  depth.  A  charter  for  a  turnpike 
road  to  Bristol  had  been  granted  in  1801  and  revoked  in 
1 819.  'The  Talcott  ^Mountain  Turnpike  Company  was 
chartered  in  May,  179S,  to  run  from  Hartford  through 
Farmington  to  New  Hartford,  and  the  Greenwoods  Com- 
pany, chartered  six  months  later,  was  to  proceed  thence 
northward  to  the  state  line.  At  the  same  session  the 
Hartford  and  New  Haven  Turnpike  Company  was  char- 
tered, and  these  roads,  with  one  on  the  east  side  of  the 
Farmington  River  from  New  Hartford  to  the  ^Massachu- 
setts  line,  constituted  the  turnpike  facilities  of  this 
region.  The  traveler  along  these  thoroughfares  paid  at 
the  numerous  toll  gates,  according  to  the  style  of  his 
equipage,  from  25  cents  if  in  a  four-wheeled  pleasure- 
carriage  down  to  four  cents  if  on  horseback.  vSunday 
was  in  general  a  free  day,  not  by  any  means  for  the  cn- 
couraofcment  of  Sabbath-breaking,  but  because  everv  <>nc 
was  supposed  to  be  traveling  to  church  or  returning 
therefrom.  Funerals  were  free.  The  soldier  on  train- 
ing day,  the  freeman  on  his  way  to  town  meeting,  and 
the  farmer  going  to  mill  might  all  proceed  on  their  way 
unmolested.  Stage  coaches  were  beginning  to  appe:ir. 
From  the  first  day  of  ^lay  a  coach  was  advertised  t<' 
leave  Hartford  on  ^londay,  AVednesday.  and  I'riday  ai  ; 
o'clock  A.  M.  and  arrive  in  Boston  at  8  o'clock  r.  m.  Vlux-. 
S6.50.  Also  we  are  informed  that  the  "  New  Fost-Coacli 
Line  Dispatch,  in  six  hours  from  Hartford  to  New 
Haven,  leaves  Hartford  every  Tuesday,  Thursday,  ami 
Saturday   at   i  i    o'clock   :\.  M.    precisely,  and  runniir^' 
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through  Farmington,  Southington,  and  Cheshire,  arrives 
at  New  Haven  at  5  o'clock  p.  M.  in  time  for  the  steam- 
boat. .  .  .  The  above  line  of  Post-Coaches  are  new 
and  in  modern  style, -horses  selected  with  great  care  and 
are  hrst-rate,  drivers  that  are  experienced,  careful  and 
steady.'' 

The  broad  Connecticut  furnished  ample  means  of 
communication  for  the  river  towns,  and  in  the  year  1822, 
of  which  we  are  writing,  any  restless  spirits  who  were 
unwilling  to  waste  time  in  beating  against  head  winds 
could  leave  Hartford  for  Saybrook  on  the  steamboat 
Experiment,  Captain  Haskell,  on  Tuesday  and  Friday, 
and  return  the  following  days. 

Such  were  the  means  of  intercommunication  in  the 
year  1822  when  260  miles  of  the  Erie  Canal  were  an  ac- 
complished fact  and  boats  were  to  run  when  the  season 
opened.  Why  should  not  this  state  have  a  canal  also  ? 
So  thought  the  public-spirited  men  of  New  Haven  who, 
not  content  with  rivaling  Hartford  in  their  foreign  com- 
merce, wished  also  a  water  communication  with  the  inte- 
rior towns.  On  the  29th  of  January,  1822,  a  meeting  of 
citizens  from  seventeen  towns  on  the  proposed  line  of 
tlie  canal  was  held  at  Farmington  with  the  Hon.  Timo- 
thy Pitkin  as  moderator,  and  a  committee  was  appointed 
to  procure  a  survey  and  raise  one  thousand  dollars  to  pay 
for  the  same.  In  ^May,  1822,  The  Farmington  Canal 
Company  was  chartered.  The  canal  was  to  run  from  the 
tide  waters  of  the  harbor  of  New  Haven  through  Farni- 
ington  to  vSouthwick,  Massachusetts,  and  a  brancli  along 
the  Farmington  River  through  New  Hartft)rd  to  the 
north  line  of  Colcbrook.  The  branch,  though  the  subject 
of  much  after  controversy,  was  never  built.  Of  the  six 
charter  commissioners,  (ien.  (ieorge  Cowles  was  the 
inember  from  this  town.,  and  here  tiiey  held  their  tirst 
Electing  on  the  8th  of  July,  1822.    Subscription  books 


were  opened  July  15th  and  the  stockholders  held  their 
first  meeting  on  the  31st  and  chose  twenty-one  directors, 
of  whom  Solomon  Cowles  and  Samuel  Deming  were  two. 
In  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1823  a  survey  was  made, 
and  the  estimated  cost  of  the  work  was  $420,698.88. 
From  a  map  of  the  canal  printed  in  1828,  giving  di.s- 
tances  and  the  heights  and  position  of  the  locks,  it  ap- 
pears that  this  canal  was  only  a  small  part  of  a  grand 
project.  It  was  to  connect  at  the  state  line  with  the 
Hampshire  and  Hampden  Canal  to  be  constructed  in 
Massachusetts,  and  that  in  turn  was  to  be  continued 
northward  along  the  west  bank  of  the  Connecticut  River, 
crossing  it  at  Brattleborough  into  New  Hampshire,_and 
then,  sometimes  in  New  Hampshire  and  sometimes  in 
Vermont,  it  was  to  reach  Lake  Memphremagog  through 
which  connection  was  possible  with  the  St.  Lawrence 
River  in  Canada.  A  grand  scheme  to  rival  the  Erie 
Canal  in  importance.  Subscriptions  came  in  slowly. 
The  river  towns  laughed  at  the  project  which  was  to 
rival  their  broad  river,  and  writers  in  the  Connecticut  Cour- 
ant  who  must  have  their  joke  at  the  expense  of  the  rival 
capital  like  others  since  their  day,  commended  the  wis- 
dom of  the  New  Haven  people  who  were  about  to  divert 
the  waters  of  the  Connecticut  from  flowing  past  Hartfonl 
and  turn  them  upon  the  mud  flats  in  which  their  uwii 
shipping  was  usually  stuck  fast.  At  length  by  a  brilliant 
bit  of  financiering  the  money  was  raised.  The  Mechuin- 
ics  Bank  of  New  Haven  was  chartered  on  condition  <>f  it-^ 
subscribing  for  $200,000  of  the  stock  of  the  Canal  Cuin- 
pauy.  The  plan  of  rccjuiring  a  bonus  from  a  nuwly  char- 
tered bank  for  some  worthy  object  having  been  previ- 
ously introduced  with  the  PlKcnix  ILfnk  of  Hartford  ar.ti 
continued  in  the  case  of  the  Connecticut  River  liankin;.; 
Company  and  others.  In.  July,  1S25,  we  learn  fn^ri  ih-'-' 
New  Haven  Rci^istcr  that  "  on  Monday  the  4th  inslarit 


the  ceremony  of  commencing  the  excavation  of  the 
Farmington  Canal  took  place  at  Salmon  Brook  village  in 
Granby.  The  day  was  remarkably  pleasant  and  the  exer- 
cises were  -appropriate  and  interesting.  There  were 
from  two  to  three  thousand  people  present  on  the  occa- 
sion, and  among  them  several  gentlemen  of  distinction 
from  Massachusetts.  The  barge  fitted  up  by  Capt.  Geo. 
Rowland  of  New  Haven,  drawn  by  four  horses,  in  which 
he  and  several  gentlemen  of  our  city  (New  Haven)  em- 
barked for  Southwick,  gave  an  additional  interest  to  the 
occasion,  and  the  sight  of  it  was  highly  gratifying  to  all 
present,  the  plan  was  well  designed  and  happily  exe- 
cuted, and  reflects  great  credit  on  the  gentlemen  who 
conceived  the  project.  The  services  of  the  day  were 
commenced  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  McLean.  The 
Declaration  of  Independence  was  read  by  the  Hon.  Tim- 
othy Pitkin,  and  an  able  oration  was  delivered  by  Bur- 
rage  Beach,  Esq.,  after  which  a  procession  was  formed 
under  the  coinmand  of  Gen.  George  Cowles,  which 
moved  to  the  north  line  of  the  state  in  the  following' 
order,  viz.  : 

The  Simsbury  Artillery. 

Capt.  Rowland's  boat  drawn  by  six  horses,  [the 
reporter  has  judiciously  increased  the  number  since 
we  started]  in  which  were  seated  the  Governor  of  the 
State ;  the  President  of  the  Canal  Company ;  the  orator 
of  the  day,  the  Hon.  Jonathan  H.  Lyman  of  Nortliainp- 
ton;  the  Commissioners  and  the  Engineer ;  together  with 
several  of  the  Clergy. 

The  Directors  and  Stockholders  of  the  Canal  Com- 
pany. 

Citizens  from  this  State  and  Massachusetts. 
The  procession,  composed  of  gentlemen  in  carriages, 
wagons,  and  on  horseback,  was  two  miles  in  length. 
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Previous  to  commencing  the  excavation,  Gov.  Wolcoti 
delivered  the  f  olio  win    address  : 

1. 

•  Fellow  Citizens  and  Friends :  —  We  are  assembled  on 

this  anniversary  of  our  National  Independence  to  per- 
form an  interesting  ceremony.    The  time,  the  circum- 
;     stances,  and  the  object  of  our  meeting  are  calculated  t*  . 
i     awaken  reflections  and  to  suggest  thoughts  peculiarly 
impressive.    The  noble  enterprise  of  uniting  the  Valley 
of  the  Connecticut  with  the  city  of  New  Haven  by  a 
navigable  canal  is  this  day  to  be  com.menced.    To  me 
has  been  assigned  the  high  honor  of  first  applying  the 
hand  of  labor  to  a  work  which  is  itself  mao^nificcni, 
though,  as  I  believe,  but  the   first  of  a  series  of  like 
operations  which  are  to  combine  the  resources  of  an  ex- 
tensive and  flourishing  country.    .    .    .    On  concluding 
i     the  address,  the  governor  began  the  ceremony  of  dig- 
ging, in  which  he  was  assisted  by  the  President  of  the 
Canal  Company.    After  the  performance  of  this  cere- 
mony, the  Hon.  Mr.  Lyman  addressed  the  assembh*. 
I     After  the  ceremonies  were  concluded  a  numerous  com- 
I     pany  partook  of  a  dinner  provided  for  the  occasion." 
^  We  used  to  hear  that  much  of  this  o-lorification  oc- 

I     curred  on  the  Sabbath  day,  and  that  that  was  the  caii^c 
}     the  canal  never  prospered.  The  Fourth  of  July,  however. 
I     that  year  fell  on  Monday,  and  Deacon  Hooker,  a  strict 
I     observer  of  the  Puritan  Sabbath,  and  one  who  took  i)ari 
I     in  the  celebration,  writes,  "  On  Saturday  a  boat  on  wlieel> 
I     drawn  by  four  horses  arrived  in  town  from  New  Have!) 
•j     this  afternoon  containing  old  j\Ir.  Hillhouse,  the  stiperiii- 
tendent  of  the  canal,  and  eight  or  ten  other  persons.  It 
was  covered  with  a  white  awning  and  curtains  dee(.>rate-.i 
with  two  flags.    On  its  stern  was  painted  *  Farmington 
Canal,'  and  on  each  side  vFor  vSoiitliwick  c\:  Memphrema- 
gog.'    On  Monday,"  the  deacon  writes,    At  5  o'clock  ihi.N 
morning,  I  rode  with  brother  .Martin  Cowles  in  a  ebai.  c 
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to  Granby  village  where  a  large  concourse  of  people 
assembled  to  celebrate  American  Independence  and  to 
perform  and  witness  the  ceremonies  of  breaking  ground 
for  the  Farmington  Canal.  .  .  .  Gov.  Wolcott  read  an 
address  and  performed  the  ceremony  of  breaking  ground 
by  digging  a  small  hole  with  a  spade.  'Mr.  Lyman,  of 
Northampton,  m.ade  an  address  on  horseback,  and,  after 
a  few  other  ceremonies,  the  multitude  returned  to 
Granby,  and  about  three  hundred  dined  together  on  the 
village  green  under  a  bowery.  Returned  home  and 
arrived  about  ten  in  the  evening."  And  so  the  canal  was 
begun.  The  governor  said  so,  and  the  deacon  testified  to 
a  small  hole  in  the  ground.  The  great  concourse  of 
people  after  much  oratory  and  drinking  of  toasts  had 
gone  home,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  all  the  valiant 
warriors  who  marched  that  day  under  General  George 
got  safely  home  again. 

A  little  more  than  two  years  pass  and  the  little  hole 
in  the  grotmd  reached  from  Southwick  Ponds  to  the 
waters  of  Long  Lsland  Sound.  Water  was  let  into  it  in 
Cheshire  and  a  correspondent  of  the  Connecticut  Conraiit 
writes:  "On  Saturday,  November  24th,  the  Cheshire 
summit  being  so  far  completed  as  to  be  navigable,  tliree 
boats  and  a  cannon  were  provided,  and  at  3  o'clock,  on 
the  firing  of  a  signal  gun,  the  Petticoat  Flag  was  hoisted 
on  board  the  Fayette,  and  the  boats  started  from  the 
n*)rth  end  of  section  63.  On  passing  tiie  summit  three 
cheers  were  oriven  and  one  <run  fired.  On  its  safe  return 
three  cheers  were  given  and  a  Federal  v^alute  of  2.\  guns 
fired.  The  ceremony  closed  by  a  plentiful  refreshment 
to  every  one  who  had  worked  on  the  canal." 

Winter  was  now  fast  approaching  and  little  more  was 
<lonc  on  the  canal  that  year.  Deacon  Uoi^kcr  gives  us  an 
account  of  maritime  affairs  in  Farmington  at  "the  c^[)ening 
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of  navigation  the  next  season.  "  Friday,  June  20th,  1S28. 
Very  fine  weather.  A  multitude  of  people  collected  this 
afternoon  to  witness  the  launchincr  and  sailin'o*  of  the  first 
canal  boat  that  has  been  seen  at  Farminirton.  Ever\  thin^j 
was  conducted  well.  Bell  ringing-,  cannon  firing,  and 
music  from  the  Phoenix  Band  were  accompaniments. 
iVbout  two  hundred  gentlemen  and  ladies,  who  were  pre- 
viously invited  and  furnished  with  tickets,  sailed  to  and 
over  the  aqueduct  and  back  again.  The  boat  was  drawn 
at  first  by  four,  and  afterwards  by  three,  large  gray  horses 
handsomely  decked,  and  rode  by  as  many  black  boys 
dressed  in  white.  Crackers  and  cheese,  lemonade,  wine, 
etc.,  were  furnished  to  the  guests,  and  the  musicians  per- 
formed very  finely  on  the  passage.  The  boat  was  named 
James  HiUJioiise  with  three  cheers  while  passing  the 
aqueduct."  The  Courant  states  that  "  the  boat  was  owned 
by  Messrs.  Cowles  and  Dickinson,  and  was  launched  at 
Pitkin's  Basin,  and  that  other  boats  were  finished  and 
floated  ready  for  immediate  use  as  soon  as  the  water 
in  sufficient  depth  shall  have  reached  New  ,  Ilavcu 
harbor,  it  being  now  at  navigable  depth  from  the  head 
of  the  feeder  on  Farmington  River  to  Taylor's  tavern 
near  New  Haven."  We  have  the  following  account  of 
the  first  letting  the  water  into  the  Farmington  Feeder 
in  a  letter  of  Commander  Edward  Flooker  of  the  I'.  S. 
Navy. 

''When  the  canal  was  finislied  the  feeder  dam  near 
Union ville  was  built,  the  feeder  prepared,  and  the  waicr 
was  let  into  the  canal  there  on  a  certain  day — speecl:es. 
fiaofs,  rum,  sandwiches,  bi'--  (kiv,  etc..  etc.  leather  (that  :^ 
Deacon  Hooker)  and  Mr.  William  Whitman  went  i>r.t 
there  together,  and  bttle  Will  ^V]litma^  and  I  went  witi' 
them.  A  sort  of  gate  was  btiilt  to  let  the  water  through, 
and  it  was  supposed  there  wotild  be  such  a  rtish  tli.it  ili'- 
opening  was  very  narroWv    When  tlie  speakers  had  Uuniv' 
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themselves  hoarse,  the  people  yelled  and  the  big  gun  had 
brayed,  —  the  Unionville  gun,  —  Sam  Dick  will  remem- 
ber that  old  iron  gun,  for  he  and  Lute  Cowles  were  in- 
strumental once  in  getting  it  loaded,  one  Fourth  of  July, 
with  a  cartridge  filled  with  oats  instead  of  powder,  and  so 
shut  up  its  noise  all  the  rest  of  the  day.  When  the  gun 
brayed,  the  gate  was  knocked  away  and  the  first  water 
came  into  the  canal.  The  opening  was  so  small  that  at 
first  all  the  water  soaked  into  the  sand.  iVxes  soon  in- 
creased the  flow,  and  it  began  to  move  along,  not  very 
fast,  and  Will  Whitman  and  I  ran  down  into  the  canal 
bed  and  ran  along  just  ahead  of  the  water.  Our  fathers, 
no  doubt,  kept  along  the  bank  ready  to  fish  us  out  if  we 
got  caught  by  the  water;  but  we  didn't  get  caught,  and 
we  ran  quite  a  distance  keeping  just  ahead  of  the  water. 
vSoon,  however,  the  axes  increased  the  opening  and  Will 
and  I  had  to  get  out  of  the  way  of  the  rushing  tide,  the 
first  water  in  the  old  Farmington  canal. 

"  Sam  Dickinson's  father  was  captain  of  the  boat.  She 
was  named  for  James  Hillhouse  of  New  Haven,  the  pres- 
ident of  the  company,  and  I  well  remember  many  jour- 
neyings  on  board  of  her  to  and  from  New  Haven,  for 
then  everybody  travi-led  by  boat  and  the  stages  were 
nowhere.  ...  Of  all  tlie  bi)ats  that  ever  battled  witli 
the  rairincr  tide  of  the  old  canal,  not  one  had  so  wide  and 
famous  a  reputation  for  passenger  comforts  and  prompt 
movements  as  the  staunch  old  Jauws  IlillJioiisc  and 
her  genial  cajHain.  Not  one  had  so  nicely  fitted-up 
cabins  as  the  gentlemen's  cabin  aft  and  the  ladies'  cabin 
forward  as  she  had,  and  nut  one  captain  on  the  surging 
seas  of  the  canal  had  such  a  ringing,  convincing  voice, 
when  he  slunited  '  Uridge  I  Dridge  I  '  as  Captain  Dickinson  ; 
and  alKU'c  all  things  else.  n(^t  one  of  them  set  sr)  g0(Hl  a 
table,  and  yet  some  of  those  old  canalers  could  (or  tlu>ir 
cooks  could)  make  savory  dishes  out  of  Cape  Cod  turkey 
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and  eloquent  beans  and  juicy  pork.  Long  live  tlie  mem- 
ory of  tlie  old  James  Hillhoiisc  and  her  jolly  Captain 
Dickinson." 

The  part  of  the  canal  through  which  Commander 
Hooker  saw  the  first  water  run  was  known  as  the  feeder. 
It  took  water  from  a  dam  across  the  Farmington  river  a 
little  below  Unionville,  and  delivered  it  into  the  main 
canal  just  above  the  aqueduct,  supplying  the  place  of  un- 
avoidable leakage  from  Northampton  to  Farmington.  A 
considerable  source  of  water  was  from  the  numerous 
brooks  which  emptied  into  the  canal,  and,  lest  the  supply 
shoidd,  during  a  protracted  storm,  be  in  excess,  a  con- 
trivance called  the  waste-gates  Avas  built  on  the  line  of 
Poke  Brook.  Hither,  after  every  storm,  ^Ir.  Eeonard 
Winship  might  have  been  seen  hastening  to  raise  the 
gates.  In  consideration  for  his  services  he  was  allowed 
to  build  a  turning  shop  on  the  north  bank  of  the  brook 
adjoining  the  tow-path,  and  use  the  surplus  water  to  turn 
his  wheels.  On  one  memorable  occasion  the  water  sup- 
ply was  so  much  in  excess  of  his  needs  as  to  carry  off  his 
bis:  overshot  wheel  well  nifjh  to  the  river  and  threaten 
the  whole  establishment.  I  remember  sceino-  the  wheel 
standing  under  an  apple  tree  where  it  had  lodged  all  one 
summer.  It  was  finally  got  back  into  place  before  the 
canal  came  to  an  inglorious  end. 

The  year  1S28  was  now  pretty  much  spent,  and  as  yet 
the  principal  business  of  the  canal  had  been  to  carry  ex- 
cursion parties  short  distances  with  nuich  oratory,  nuisie. 
and  good  cheer,  a  free  advertisement  of  the  great  things 
which  were  to  be.  Here  is  a  speeiiTien  card  publislKci  i:i 
the  Connecticut  Couniut  returning  the  thanks  of  the  goeii 
people  of  Simsbury  for  one  of  these  pleasant  occasions  : 

"The  undersigned,  a  committee  in  behalf  (^f  neaily 
two  hundred  ladies  and  gentlenuMi  who  were  gratuit'  n>ly 
furnished  with  passage  and  entertainment  on  boarJ  4lie 
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new  aud  elegant  packet-boat  Jl\y7tog-/u\  built  and  owned 
by  our  enterprising  citizen,  John  O.  Pettibone,  Esq., 
which  made  an  excursion  from  Simsbury  to  the  aqueduct 
across  the  Farmington  river,  at  Farmington,  on  Thursday 
afternoon  the  23d  of  October,  present  the  thanks  of  the 
party  to  the  proprietor  for  his  politeness  and  liberality 
manifested  upon  the  occasion,  and  to  Capt.  Ennis  for  his 
accommodating  and  gentlemanly  conduct,  likewise  to  the 
citizens  of  Northington  for  the  cheerful  greeting  and  cor- 
dial reception  of  the  boat  and  party  in  that  village.  This 
with  ]\lr.  Gridley's  handsome  boat,  the  AmcriLaii  EagU\ 
of  Farmington,  which  passed  us  on  an  excursion  of  pleas- 
ure nortliAvard,  being  the  two  first  boats  which  have  nav- 
igated this  part  of  the  line,  afforded  a  scene  no  less  inter- 
esting from  its  novelty  than  gratifying  to  our  citizens,  as 
an  event  furnishing  evidence  .of  the  completion  of  the 
canaL" 

Let  us  now  return  to  the  narrative  of  Deacon  Hooker  : 
"  ^Monday,  November  loth,  1S28.  This  morning  the  canal 
boat  James  HillJioiisc,  with  Dickinson  as  Captain,  Xewell 
lieutenant,  Captain  Goodrich,  an  old  sea  captain,  at  the 
helm,  Curtis  bugler,  etc.,  etc.,  and  several  passengers, 
started  for  New  Haven,  and  is  the  first  boat  from  l-^irm- 
in<>;ton  that  has  undertaken  to  0-0  throuoh,  tlie  canal  be- 
ing  now  open  for  navigation,  but  the  water  not  having 
yet  risen  high  enough  to  render  the  practicability  of  the 
undertaking  perfectly  certain,  but  the  proprietors  (my 
neighbor  Dickinson  and  Col.  Gad  Covvdes)  are  ambitious 
to  have  their  boat  enjoy  the  honor  of  making  the  first 
passage.  IMeasant  but  rather  cold.  ICdward  and  1  rode 
to  the  vSouth  iJasin  in  it.  Wednesday,  Xox'cmber  i_nh. 
A  notable  day  at  h'arinington  and  to  be  remeinl'crcd  as 
the  first  time  of  canal  boats  arriving  in  our  village  from 
other  towns.  About  noon  the  canal  l)oat  r.uU)p-i<i\  built 
at  Ithaca,  N.  V.,  and  loadetl  with  sixty  tlunisand  sliingles 
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from  Seneca  Lake,  arrived.  In  about  half  an  hour  after- 
ward the  IVi-dfoo^ui',  a  handsome  packet  boat,  arrived  from 
Simsburywith  a  company  of  ladies  and  gentlem.en  on 
their  way  to  New  Haven,  and  after  stopx^ing-  an  hour  de- 
parted on  their  vv'ay.  The  Farmington  band  of  music 
accompanied  them  a  few  miles  out.  It  was  drawn  by 
three  horses.  About  4  o'clock,  p.m.,  the  elegant  packet 
boat,  New  Ejiglaiid,  arrived  from  New  Haven  with  pas- 
sengers and  one  hundred  barrels  of  salt  on  board.  Thu 
Farmington  band,  having  met  the  boat,  returned  in  lier 
to  the  village  with  animating  music.  Our  village  bell 
could  not  ring,  having  broken  its  tongue  ringing  for  joy  at 
the  arrival  of  the  other  boat  at  noon,  but  there  was  some 
vScattering  firing  of  muskets.  Between  9  and  10  in  the 
evening  the  sound  of  the  bugle  and  the  firing  of  their 
swivel  denoted  the  arrival  of  Dickinson's  boat,  which 
demonstrated  the  practicability  of  navigating  our  canal, 
especially  by  her  return,  although  in  going  down  there 
was  barely  enough  water  to  float  the  boat  between  Farm- 
ington and  vSouthington.  .  .  .  Friday,  November  28th. 
damp  and  uncomfortable  day.  Rode  to  Northington  t(> 
attend  an  adjourned  town  meeting.  x\  number  of  people 
went  down  thither  in  a  canal  boat  as  far  as  R.  F.  Haw- 
ley's  and  then  walked  about  a  mile  to  the  place  of  meet- 
ing." 

This  was  the  first  in.stance  of  our  citizens  attending 
town  meetiim-  bv  canal-boat.  The  meetinc;:  had  reference 
to  the  division  of  the  town  which  was  soon  afterwaril 
happily  consummated  to  the  lasting  ]K\'ice  and  happincs-^ 
of  all  parties  concerned,  as  mnst  alwavs  be  the  case  when 
diverse  local  interests  c^lash.  Nor  were  town  meetin;.;s 
the  only  gatherings  attended  bv  canal-beat.  T.eforc  a 
church  was  creeled  in  Flainville,  worshipers  came  th.enee 
by  boat  to  the  old  meeting-lionsc  at  the  center,  begiiihn;.; 
the  way  with  psalm  singing  and  other  pions  recreaiion^ 
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One  of  these  old-time  worshipers  once  told  me  that  the 
small  boys  were  wont  to  fish  for  shiners  from  the  stern  of 
the  boat,  their  elders  conniving-  at  this  mild  form  of 
g'oing--a-fishing-on-Sunday.  So  ended  navigation  for  the 
year  1828.  The  constantly  thickening  ice  impeded  the 
passage  of  boats  and  the  water  was  let  out  to  await 
the  return  of  spring  and  the  opening-  of  business.  The 
merchants  began  to  advertise  in  the  newspapers  in  big- 
type.  "  Canal  Navigation.  Port  of  Farmington.  Just 
arrived  and  for  sale,"  etc.,  etc.  Houses  and  farms  were 
advertised  as  highly  desirable,  only  such  and  such  dis- 
tances from  the  canal.  The  administrator  on  the  estate 
of  Seth  Lewis  recommends  his  tavern  as  beinor  o^iy  fift_y 
rods  from  the  canal.  A  new  hotel,  now  a  principal  part 
of  Aliss  Porter's  schoolhouse,  of  dimensions  commen- 
surate with  the  coming  prosperity,  arose  and  was  fondly 
deemed  the  most  mas^nificent  structure  of  all  the  reo-ion 
rv:und.  A  young  man,  writing'  home  an  account  of  his 
travels  through  the  principal  towns  of  New  England  in 
1832  could  find  no  higher  praise  for  the  architectural 
wonders  he  saw  than  that  they  surpassed  even  the 
Union  Hotel  of  Farmington.  The  canal  boat  owners 
also  advertised  that  during  the  ensuing"  season,  as  soon  as 
the  canal  is  navigable,  the  Auicricaii  Eai^Ir,  Capt.  John 
Matthews,  will  leave  Farmington  on  ^Monday,  and  the 
DcWilt  Clinton,  Capt.  E.  O.  Gridlcy,  on  Thursday,  of  each 
week,  and  returning,  leave  New  Haven  on  each  succeed- 
ing Thursday  and  ^^londay.  And  now  while  the  elegant 
packet-bc)ats  and  other  craft  are  frozen  in  the  ice,  and 
Captain  Dickinson  is  turning  his  attention  to  lunisc 
building,  and  the  owners  k>[  all  this  fine  ]:>ropert\'  are 
looking  anxiously  for  some  returns  on  their  invostmont, 
let  us  consider  a  little  the  financial  situation  of  the  canal 
company  froni  its  published  statements.  Thc\-  toll  us 
that  in  iSjO  the  stock  of  the  I'^arminiiton  Canal  Companv 
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was  united  with  that  of  the  Hampshire  and  Hampden 
Company  of  Massachusetts.  In  1827  the  funds  from  the 
stock  subscription  were  exhausted.  In  1828  the  company 
labored  under  great  embarrassment  from  the  want  of 
funds,  and  suffered  from  freshets  and  from  the  work  of 
malicious  individuals.  In  1829  the  canal  was  opened  to 
Westfield  and  the  financial  embarrassments  of  the  com- 
pany were  relieved  by  the  subscription  of  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars  to  its  stock  by  the  city  of  New  Haven. 
For  the  next  seven  years  considerable  business  was  done 
which  had  a  perceptible  effect  upon  the  prosperity  of 
New  Haven  and  other  places  on  tlie  line  of  the  canal. 
In  1835  the  canal  was  finished  to  the  Connecticut  River, 
the  first  boat  passing  through  on  the  2 1  st  of  August  of 
that  year.  The  company  did  not  own  the  boats  which 
passed  through  its  canal,  but  allowed  any  one  to  use  it  on 
paying  toll.  Such  was  the  custom  of  tlie  early  railroads 
as  well  as  canals  until  trains  became  numerous  and  the 
confusion  of  separate  management  intolerable.  The  tolls 
were  only  sufficient  to  pay  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the 
company,  while  its  heavy  debt  and  very  extensive  damages 
to  the  canal  in  1836  made  it  necessary  that  some  measure 
of  relief  should  be  found.  The  plan  finally  adopted  was 
the  formation  of  a  new  company,  the  New  Haven  and 
Northampton  Company.  As  the  plan  involved  the  entire 
relinquishment  of  all  the  stock  of  the  Farmington  Canal 
Company,  it  may  be  proper  here  to  mention  the  amount 


of  it.    It  was  as  follows  : 

Mechanics  15auk,  New  Haven,    .       .  2,000  shares 

City  of  Xcw  Haven   i.ooo 

Citizens  of  Xev/  Haven,      .       .       .  1,229 

"  New  York  City,         .       .  924 

*'     "  Farniinv^ton,       .       .       .  125  " 

"  Cheshire,    ....  74  " 

"  Sinisbury,   ....  46  *' 

"  Other  towns,  •  .       .       .  16  " 

5.414 
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Farmington  also  subscribed  76  shares  in  the  stock  of 
the  Hampshire  and  Hampden  Canal  Cojnpany.  The 
New  Haven  and  Northampton  Company  was  organized 
June  22,  1836.  The  stock  in  the  two  old  companies  was 
surrendered,  the  creditors  subscribed  their  debts,  and 
there  was  a  cash  subscription  of  net  capital,  $120,184.92. 
And  now  a  rival  appeared  to  whom  all  ordinary  canals 
have  had  to  give  way,  more  formidable  than  the  Connect- 
icut River  itself.  On  the  3d  of  December,  1838,  the 
Hartford  and  New  Haven  railroad  was  opened  from  New 
Haven  to  Meriden,  the  time  over  the  eighteen  miles 
being  fifty-se\'en  minutes.  The  subsequent  history  of  the 
canal  is  briefly  reported  thus. 

1 84 1.  This  year,  for  the  first  time,  a  business^commu- 
nication  was  opened  through  the  canal  between  New 
York  city  and  the  upper  part  of  ^lassachusetts,  Vermont, 
and  New  Hampshire.  ]\Iany  tons  of  merchandise  were 
transported  upon  the  canal  for  those  regions.  In  August 
of  this  year  the  story  of  the  canal  connects  itself  with  an 
interesting  episode  in  the  history  of  the  village.  The 
Amistad  captives,  just  set  free  by  the  United  vStates 
Supreme  Court,  Avere  living  here  until  their  return  to 
Africa  the  following  year.  While  swimming  in  Pitkin's 
Basin,  Foone,  one  of  their  number,  was  drowned,  although 
an  expert  swimmer.  He  had  left  a  wife,  parents,  and 
sisters  in  Africa,  and  just  before  his  death  exclaimed, 
"  Foone  die  and  see  his  mother."  It  was  probably  a  case 
of  suicide.  A  decent  monument  in  the  cemetery  near  by 
records  the  incident. 

1842.  The  canal  was  operated  throug'hout  the  whole 
business  season  oi  eight  months,  and  the  l.iusiness  was 
extended  by  the  establishment  of  a  line  of  boats  to  run 
from  Northampton  to  lirattleboro,  Wu-niont. 

1S43.    Canal  damaged  >>20,ooo  by  ih^ods  and  the  whole 
fall  trade  lost.    Repairs  finished  Xovembcr  6th. 
3 


1 844-  The  canal  was  navigable  its  entire  lengtli 
througliout  the  whole  season  without  a  single  day's  in- 
terruption. 

1845.  Navigation  interrupted  from  the  middle  of 
July  to  the  last  of  September  by  an  unprecedented 
drought.  October  7th,  a  breach  in  the  embankment  oc- 
curred at  Ten-]\lile  Run,  costing  S/.ooo,  the  work  of 
design. 

1846.  A  large  majority  of  the  stock  held  in  New  York 
b}^  parties  who  were  unwilling  to  make  any  further  ad- 
vances.   Charter  obtained  for  a  railroad. 

1848.  Railroad  opened  to  Plainville,  January  iSth. 
Navigation  was  not  suspended  till  the  railroad  was  ready 
to  take  the  place  of  the  canal. 

I  distinctly  remember  one  of  the  breaks  in  the  canal 
which  interrupted  business.  It  occurred  a  little  north  of 
the  gristmill  just  as  a  boat  loaded  with  coal  was  passing. 
The  boat  was  swept  down  into  the  river,  and  the  coal 
scattered  over  the  river  bottom  as  far  north  as  the  AVhirl- 
pool.  Probably  some  future  savant,  a  hundred  years 
hence,  will  find  traces  of  this  coal  and  triumphantly  argue 
that  sometime  the  Farminoton  river  was  navio^able  bv 
steamboats  which  dropped  the  coal  overboard.  I  re- 
member also  seeing  the  first  train  of  cars  come  into  Plain- 
ville. It  was  in  January,  and  my  impression  is  that  we 
skated  down  on  the  canal,  a  not  unusual  excursion  for  the 
boys  on  a  vSaturday  afternoon.  Skating  was  not  then  the 
performance  of  sundry  fancy  figures  on  a  s(|uare  rod  ot 
ice,  but  a  swift  race  mile  after  mile  to  Plainville  or  the 
Aqueduct,  or  even  to  Avt)n.  and  he  who  c(^ul(l  ontslri[^  his 
companions  with  the  greatest  ease  and  the  most  graceful 
motion  was  the  best  skater.  Ihit  we  knew  that  the  canal 
was  doomed,  and  that  this  was  prol.xibly  our  last  winter's 
expedition  of  any  considerable  length.  The  farnu^r,^-  tlu- 
next  summer  dwj  cnitlets  for  the  little  water  that  re- 
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mained,  and  the  boys  were  driven  to  the  river  for  amuse- 
ment, which,  especially  for  the  smaller  ones,  ^vas  a  poor 
substitute  for  the  old  canal.  While  that  re  mained  no 
boy  could  help  learning  to  swim.  The  water  was  just  so 
deep  that  any  frightened  learner  had  but  to  stand  on  tip- 
toe and  his  head  was  at  once  safely  above  water.  Every- 
body learned  to  row  a  boat  as  soon  as  he  was  old  enough 
to  run  away  and  get  to  the  canal,  and  the  water  was  full  of 
roaches  shining  in  the  sun.  and  bullheads  and  eels  down 
in  the  deep  holes  ready  to  fall  an  easy  prey  to  the  youth- 
ful fisherman.  Boats  bearing  on  their  sterns  the  names  : 
Gold  Hunter,  Enterprise,  Paragon,  SaeJieni,  Anieriean  Eagle, 
James  Hillhouse,  DeWitt  Clinton,  and  I  know  not  how  many 
other  names,  passed  frequently,  and  the  boys  had  but  to 
drop  from  the  nearest  bridge  upon  their  decks  and  ride  as 
far  as  they  would.  If  the  captain  amused  himself  by  steer- 
ing too  far  from  the  towpath  for  the  boys  to  jump  ashore, 
they  had  only  to  Avait  for  the  next  bridge  which  they 
climbed  into  where  the  sides  had  been  previously  knocked 
into  wide  gaps  for  their  accommodation.  The  farmers 
hated  the  canal.  The  water  leaked  through  the  towpath 
and  turned  their  meadows  into  swamps.  The  rickety 
bridges  frightened  their  cattle  and  were  set  so  high  that 
it  was  hard  to  draw  a  good-sized  load  of  hay  over  one, 
but  it  will  be  hard  to  find  one  who  was  a  boy  in  those 
happy  days  speak  evil  of  the  Farmington  canal.  Xor 
was  it  the  small  boy  only  that  found  recreation  on  the  old 
canal,  Tliose  of  an  older  growth  did  not  disdain  its  quiet 
pleasures.  1  remember  st:indingone  fine  autumn  day  on 
the  old  "Yellow  Store  Hasin  "  wharf  and  watch  a  pacl<et- 
boat  sail  away  northward  with  a  jolly  crew  for  a  wcc-k's 
fishing  on  SL)Uthwick  ponds.  They  were  farmers  who  had 
finished  haying,  merchants  tired  of  daily  drudgery,  and 
foremost  among  them  all  ami  chief  organizer  of  ihe  ex- 
pedition. Professoi"  John  Pitkin  Xorton.  who  lo\(.d  liis 
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favorite  science  much,  but  nature  more,  enthusiastic,  la- 
borious, healthy  minded,  an  ardent  disciple  of  good  old 
Isaak  Walton,  and.  ever  ready  in  spirit  with  him  to  in- 
voke the  blessing  of  St.  Peter's  Master  ''upon  all  that  are 
lovers  of  virtue,  and  dare  trust  in  his  providence,  and  be 
quiet  and  go  a-Angling."  Of  all  the  worthies  who  sailed 
on  that  expedition  but  two  survive.  They  have  long- 
since  laid  aside  "their  fishing-rods  and  only  occasionally 
are  heard  to  recount  the  marvelous  exploits  of  that 
week's  life  on  the  old  canal. 

Such  is  a  brief  account  of  an  interesting  episode  in  the 
more  recent  history  of  this  village.  Whatever  honor  at- 
taches to  the  enterprise  belongs  to  the  Hon.  Jamics  Hill- 
house  of  New  Haven.  His  biographer.  Dr.  Bacom  tells 
us  that  he  took  no  part  in  obtaining  the  charter,  but  there- 
after, though  far  advanced  in  life,  yielded  to  the  solicita- 
tions of  the  townsmen  who,  since  he  led  them  in  repelling 
the  invasion  of  Tryon.  had  always  looked  to  him  as  the 
one  man  able  to  accomplish  any  public  enterprise  to 
which  they  called  him.  He  died  in  1832  while  the  canal 
seemed  about  to  justify  all  the  care  and  labor  he  had 
lavished  upon  it.  ' 
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ADDRESS. 


Ladies  and  Gcnflcinen  of  ihe   Village  Library   Company  of 
-Farmliigtoi: 

It  has  been  the  custom  of  the  managers  of  some  neighbor- 
ing h'brarios  to  oele1)ratc  th^c  passing-  of  each  decade  of  their 
history.  Let  us  also  to-night  briefly  consider  how  it  has  fared 
with  us.  Ten  years  ago  the  old  Hbrary.  dating  from  the  close 
of  the  Revolution,  had  ceased  its  usefulness  for  want  of  suilable 
accommodations.  x-\nother,  known  as  the  Tunxis,  the  result 
of  enthusiastic  and  well-directed  individual  enterprise,  had 
taken  its  place,  and  it  in  turn  began  to  find  its  usefulness  limited 
by  its  contracted  habitation.  Ag-ain,  the  village  library,  heir 
of  many  predecessors,  has  outgrown  its  quarters,  and  we  hope 
that  somehow  in  the  marcli  of  pu1)lic  improvements  a  larger 
and  more  convenient  building,  and  one  se[)arate  from  all  (^.ther 
public  uses,  may  in  good  time  be  provided  for  it. 

Ten  A'ears  ago  this  librar}'  was  opened  to  the  public  by  a 
goodly  company ;  to-night  we  arc  again  met,  but  not  all.  First 
among  the  speakers  of  tliat  evening  to  pass  over  to  the  majority 
was  Profess(^r  Nathan  P.  Se\-mour,  who  came  among  us  every 
spring  with  the  coming  of  the  birds.  To  the  school  he  dis- 
coursed on  Grecian  literaUire.  and  by  us  all  his  familiar  con- 
versation \\as  greatb'  eni(^yed,  rich  witli  stores  oi  the  nii~)st 
genial  wisdom.  Next  passed  away  President  Porter,  whose 
love  for  his  native  village  was  strong  and  enduring.  He  was 
its  earliest  and  best  histoi  ian.  his  high  position  retlecting  honor 
on  the  home  (•^f  his  youth  :nul  of  liis  long  line  of  ance>t(^rs. 
Next  to  leave  us  was  the  Re\'.  Thomas  l\.  b\\ssend(Mi.  .-ictive 
in  all  good  words  and  works.    I'hen  came  Mr.  Kdward  Xor- 
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ton,  one  of  the  founders  of  the  library  and  useful  with  advice 
and  assistance  as  an  officer  of  the  company.  An  active  helper 
in  all  worthy  enterprises,  and  of  great  learning  in  his  special 
department  of  thought  and  research,  but  so  modest  that  few- 
knew  of  his  attainments.  Next  passed  away  the  bekn-cd 
minister,  Rev.  Edward  A.  Smith,  helpful  in  all  good  things, 
judicious  in  no  ordinary  degree,  loved  by  all,  and  the  personal 
friend  of  many.  These  were  all  graduates  of  Yale  and  an  lionor 
to  any  station  to  which  their  lot  called  them.  Last  of  all  the 
company  of  that  evening,  passed  away  from  the  scene  of  her 
life-long  work,  ]\Iiss  Sarah  Porter,  the  eulogies  upon  wliom 
from  all  parts  of  the  world  need  no  repetition  here.  Her  lite  is 
known  of  all  men.  On  that  evening  a  paper  was  read  on  the 
former  public  libraries  of  the  village.  To-night  I  propose  to 
speak  of  the  private  library  of  a  Farmington  village  blacksmith 
in  171 2,  if  so  small  a  collection  of  books  can  be  called  a  library. 

Considering  the  serious  character  of  Puritan  literature,  we 
approach  the  subject  very  much  as  Burns  did  his  Epistle  to  a 
young  friend,  feeling 

"  Perhaps,  it  may  turn  out  a  sang. 
Perhaps,  turn  out  a  sermon." 

There  is  certainly  an  opportunity  for  something  more  solemn 
than  any  sermon  you  have  heard  of  late  years.  We  will,  how- 
ever, endeavor  to  take  as  cheerhd  a  view  of  the  subject  as  it 
admits.  I  think  it  may  be  interesting  for  us  all  to  know.  n<'i 
merely  what  books  might  have  been  read  in  Xew  England  in 
1712,  but  what  was  actually  the  daily  iiUellectual  f^od  ul  tlic 
conmion  people  in  tin's  very  connnunity. 

Sanuiel  GridK\\',  son  of  Thomas  (n*idlev  the  inmiigr;ini. 
lived  and  had  his  1)laeksmith  shop  near  the  .>ite  of  the  luniso  <^t 
the  late  F.gbert  Cowles.  Es(|..  now  known  as  the  Lodge.  Uc 
repeatedly  held  tiie  oftice  of  townsman  or  selectman,  and  (h.it 
of  constable.  T  do  not  know  that  hi>  eolleetion  ol  books  -nr- 
passed  that  of  his  neighliors.  but  he  had  the  rare  g^H^l  loriniie 
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of  having  John  Wadsworth  write  the  inventory  of  his  estate. 
He,  instead  of  vaUiing  the  books  in  a  lump,  as  was  usually  the 
custom  then  as  now,  gave  us  the  title  of  each  volume.  First 
in  order  came  an  "  Old  great  Bible,"  valued  at  three  shillings. 
The  precise  edition  ^^•e  do  not  know.  I  have  seen  the  great 
Bible  of  only  two  of  the  first  settlers  of  this  town,  that  of  Newell 
and  of  Thomson,  and  for  many  reasons  believe  Mr.  Gridley's 
to  have  hqen  of  the  same  kind,  namely  the  London  Bible  of 
1598  or  of  about  that  date,  commonly  known  to  collectors  as 
the  "  Breeches  Bible,"  from  its  peculiar  rendering  of  a  certain 
passage  in  Genesis.  It  had  maps  showing  the  precise  location 
of  the  Garden  of  Eden  and  many  curious  cuts.  It  contained 
also  Sternhold  and  Hopkins'  Book  of  Psalms,  "  witlrapt  notes 
to  sing  them  withall."  I  do  not  suppose  we  should  enjoy  the 
constant  use  of  this  music,  but  I  should  be  greatly  pleased 
for  once  to  hear  a  hundred  strong  voices  singing  in  unison, 
with  all  the  fervor  of  their  souls,  the  music  set,  for  instance, 
to  the  68th  Psalm.  Let  God  arise  and  then  his  foes  will  turn 
themselves  to  flight."  Such  were  the  tunes  which  carried  the 
Ironsides  of  Cromwell  victorious  over  many  a  bloody  field. 
Next  on  the  list  appears  one  Psalm  Book,  t8  pence.  AVc  can- 
not be  sure  which  one  of  the  three  versions  of  the  Psalms  in 
common  use  was  meant.  These  were  Ainsworth's  "  Book  (^f 
Psalms  Englished  l)oth  in  Prose  and  Metre,"  that  is,  with  the 
prose  and  meter  side  by  side,  so  that  the  worshiper  miglU  see 
how  far  he  was  straying  from  the  Bible;  Sternhold  a?id  Ib^p- 
kins'  Whole  Booke  of  Psalms,"  and  the  famous  Bay  Psahii 
Book,  the  first  book  jjrintod  in  New  England,  a  coj))'  of  which 
was  bought  bv  Cornelius  \'and\M-bilt  at  tlie  Brinley  sale  in  1S70 
for  twelve  luuKh-ed  dollars. 

Next  we  find  ROM F/r()r[\'Va»r A ,  Or  a  Discourse  CcMicerninc 
Comets  ;  wherein  the  Nature  of  lUa/.ing  J^tars  is  EncjiiiriHl  itU(^ : 
With  an  Historical  Account  of  all  the  Comets  which,  h.wc  ap- 
peared from  the  I>ei;inning  of  the  World  unto  this  present  Year. 
.    .    .    By  Increase  Mather.  Teacher  of  a  Church  at  I'oston 


in  New  England.  .  .  .  And  sold  by  J.  Browning  at  tlic 
corner  of  the  Prison  Lane  next  the  Town  House.  1683.  This 
was  the  only  scientific  book  in  ^Ir.  Gridley's  collection,  but  it 
was  a  scientific  book  written  by  a  Puritan  divine  with  a  theo- 
logical intent.  This  is  set  forth  l)y  the  Rev.  John  Shernuir..  in 
his  introduction  to  the  book.  "  Comets,"  he  says,  are 
ordinarily  the  forerunners  of  disastrous  calamities,  mischiefs, 
and  miseries,  hastening-  to  follow  and  fall  down  on  the  heads 
of  senseless  and  secure  sinners.  .  .  .  If  it  be  said  tliat  some 
of  these  pcri-wigg'ed  heralds  have  appeared  on  the  ether ial 
stage  upon  a  more  benign  account,  it  may  be  rationally  replied, 
that  the  number  of  such  is  very  small.  .  .  .  When  the 
hand  of  Heaven  is  seen  writing  i\Iene,  Mene,  Tekel,  etc.,  it 
may  become  the  highest  of  mortals  to  tremble."  The  author 
begins  by  expressing  his  regret  that  he  could  not  at  this  dis- 
tance from  Europe,  in  this  American  wilderness,  suddenly  ol)- 
tain  the  long  list  of  learned  \\'orks  he  proceeds  to  enumerate. 
The  opinions  of  ancient  philosophers  from  Aristotle  down  as 
to  the  nature  of  comets,  he  combats.  "  The  Peripatetic 
School,"  he  says.  "  has  fancied  them  to  be  meteors  generated 
out  of  the  bowels  of  the  Earth,  exhaled  and  extolled  by  \hc 
Sun  to  the  supreme  region  of  the  air  and  there  set  on  fire.' 
He  contends  that  comets  are  not  placed  in  the  first  heaven 
air,  but  far  above  it  in  the  secoml  or  starry  heaven.  Ait<.r 
vanquishing  the  ancients,  he  enters  on  his  main  task,  that  ci 
setting  down  the  dates  of  the  appearancv  of  great  number.-  ct 
comets  from  the  beginning  o\  the  world  io  his  own  day.  an*l, 
along  side  of  them,  the  dul}  corresi)oiuling  dates  of  all  the  dire 
disasters  wliich  histor\'  ha>  recorded.  We  will  ciMisi-K-r  :\  \vw 
of  tiiese  remarkable  coincidrnct  s.  "In  the  vear  after  the 
creation,  1656.  there  was  s(^en  a  formidable  blazing  ^tar.  whicli 
all  the  old  \\  (irld  beheld  for  tlu-  space  of  nine  and  tw  enty  da> 
1  nnnediatc'l y  uj)on  its  ajipearing  M(.'lhuselah  dinl. 
The  ne.xt  year  the  llood  came,  wherein  all  men.  women, 
and  children  throughout  the  earth  (excei)ting  eigiit  persiins") 


perished."  "  Anno  Muncli  1744  there  appeared  a  comet  in 
the  sign  of  Capricorn,  which  in  the  space  of  sixty-five  days 
{)assed  through  three  of  the  celestial  signs.  The  building  of 
JIabel,  confusion  of  languages,  and  subsequent  dispersion  of 
mankind  throughout  the  world  have  been  noted  as  events 
attending  that  comet.  .  .  .  A.M.  21 18  a  comet  was  ob- 
served in  the  sign  of  Aries  .  .  .  followed  by  the  famine  . 
.  .  which  caused  Abraham  to  remove  into  Egypt."  He 
gives  the  dates  and  the  descriptions,  too  lengthy  for  our  pur- 
pose, of  the  comets  which  heralded  one  after  another  the  Trojan 
War,  the  A\'ar  of  the  Amazons,  the  destruction  of  the  Philis- 
tines at  the  death  of  Samson,  Ilaman's  plot  to  massacre  the 
Jews,  the  Peloponnesian  War,  the  burning  of  the  temple  of 
Ephesus,  the  burning  of  Rome  by  Nero,  the  persecution  under 
Diocletian,  and  the  composing  of  his  diabolical  religion  by 
Mahomet.  As  he  proceeds  to  the  more  precise  dates  of 
modern  times,  the  misfit  between  the  comets  and  the  disasters 
became  more  apparent,  until  he  was  forced  to  exclaim,  But 
there  must  needs  be  some  mistake  in  that  relation,  and  there- 
fore I  intermit  it  and  proceed  unto."  And  he  proceeds  accord- 
ingly. The  Star  of  Bethlehem  could  not  very  well  be  called  a 
herald  of  evil,  so  he  concludes  that  it  was  not  a  comet,  but  is 
ready  to  believe  that  the  darkness  of  the  crucifixion  was  caused 
by  a  comet  interposing  itself  between  the  sun  and  the  earth. 

The  next  book  enumerated  was  Time  and  the  End  of 
Time,"  by  John  Fox.  Printed  in  I'oston  in  1701.  This  is 
worthy  of  a  moment's  consicK  ration  as  a  good  specimen  of 
tlie  form  of  sermons  tw.)  cemuries  ago.  'J'he  writer  divides 
his  subject  inio  fixe  heads:  istl\'.  When  is  time  he  re- 
deemed; 2dl\',  What  time  nuisl  be  redeemed;  ^dly.  How  time 
must  be  redeemed;  4thly.  Why  time  nmst  be  redeemed;  and 
Stilly,  Motives  and  Directions  to  help  )ou.  l-lach  of  the  fi\c 
heads  has  fr(,)m  fi\e  to  seven  subdivi.sioiis,  each  of  which  sub- 
divisions has  its  a.jiplication,  and  c:\ch  applieaiion  ha.^  six  heatls 
called  uses,  and  each  use  from  four  to  ten  motives.    I  do  not 
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propose  to  weary  you  with  any  rehearsal  of  the  subject  matter 
of  the  book,  for  I  am  too  forcibly  impressed  by  the  arguments 
of  Mr.  Fox  against  wasting  time  to  be  guilty  of  any  such  follv. 
In  general  we  gather  that  time  is  most  wisely  spent  in  "  read- 
ing the  Word,  catchising  and  prayer,"  and  tliat  it  is  most  de- 
plorably wasted  in  story-telling,  inquiring  after  news,  card- 
playing,  dicing,  dancing,  stage  plays,  bear  and  bull  baiting, 
hunting,  hawking,  and  in  reading  romantic  tales.  Especiallv 
was  he  displeased  at  the  waste  of  precious  time  by  a  certain 
gentlewoman  who  invited  a  godly  minister  to  dinner  and  kept 
him  waiting  from  ten  of  the  clock  till  one,  all  of  which  time 
she  was  dressing. 

Next  we  come  upon  "  Sion  in  Distress,  or  the  Groans  of 
the  Protestant  Church,"  printed  in  Boston,  1683.  This  is  now 
one  of  the  extremely  rare  books  of  Mr.  Gridley's  collection, 
though  common  enough  in  his  day.  The  inventory  of  a  Boston 
bookseller  in  1700  showed  six  copies  on  his  shelves.  It  is  ilu' 
third  edition  of  what  the  writer  calls  "  a  revived  poem  with  such 
additions  and  enlargements  as  makes  it  very  different  from 
the  first  impression."  That  is,  he  dares  to  print  more  full> 
here  than  in  England,  what  the  Popish  or  Titus  Oates  Plot  of 
1678  had  suggested  to  his  heated  imagination.  He  says,  "  Wo 
have  now  a  plain  prospect  (by  the  gracious  discoveries  of  Pro\  i- 
dence)  of  those  horrid  and  execrable  plots,  which  the  restless 
adversary  has  contrived  against  the  peace  and  very  being  i»f 
Sion,  and  which  were  nuich  in  the  dark  when  m}-  Mu'^e  t"ir>* 
bewailed  its  condition."  As  for  the  style  of  his  poetry,  he  in- 
forms us  that  "  In  a  subject  of  grief  a  quaint  and  ornamentai 
nu>thod  is  not  to  be  expected,  for  an  abrupt  and  sol)bing  de- 
livery is  more  natural  in  the  delineation  of  sorrow  than  ;i 
studied,  well-poised  and  artificial  harangue."  lie  accorili!!L;!> 
opens  his  poem  with  the  lines, 

"What  clisinal  vaixjiir.  (in  so  black  a  ft»rm) 
Is  this,  that  sccnis  to  harhingor  a  storm?  " 


9 


The  poem  is  a  discourse  between  Sion's  Friend,  Sion,  Sion's 
Children,  Babylon,  Jehovah,  Beelzebub,  and  Justice,  which 
soon  takes  the  form  of  a  judicial  trial,  and  the  Waldenses,  Al- 
bigenses,  and  Protestants  of  Piedmont,  Savoy,  Bohemia,  and 
other  lands  arc  called  in  as  witnesses.  You  will  doubtless  re- 
member in  this  connection  the  nobler  lines  of  ^lilton's  sonnet, 

"  Avenge,  O  Lord,  thy  slaughtered  saints,  whose  bones 
Lie  scattered  on  the  Alpine  mountains  cold:  " 

Finally  the  Judge,  descending  from  lofty  rhyme  to  vigorous 
prose,  indicts  Rome  as  the  ]Man  of  Sin,  and  also  under  the 
various  titles  usually  chosen  for  her  from  the  Book  of  Revela- 
tion, and  fmally  convicts  her  of  the  peculiar  sins  and  abomina- 
tions most  popular  at  the  court  of  Charles  the  Second.  The 
next  book  is  entitled  "Spiritual  Almanac,'^  a  title  so  abbreviated 
that  we  cannot  discover  the  book  with  certainty.  On  the  last 
page  of  an  almanac  for  the  previous  year,  171 1,  is  the  advertise- 
ment of  a  book  which  has  the  characteristics  of  what  might  be 
looked  for  in  a  spiritual  almanac.  It  is  a  chronological  account 
of  the  labors  of  the  farm,  beginning  in  the  early  spring  and 
going  on  through  the  year,  with  religious  observations  thereon. 
It  is  entitled  LIusbandry  Spiritualized :  Or  the  Lleavenly  Use 
of  Farthly  Things.  B}-  John  Flavel,  late  minister  of  the  Gos- 
pel." The  husbandry  is  decidedly  spiritualized,  there  being 
the  least  possible  amount  of  husbandry  that  would  suftice  for 
a  text  to  a  long  homily.  Nevertheless  the  bocMx  is  so  superior 
to  nuich  of  the  literature  of  the  day  tliat  I  should  be  tempted 
to  say  something  more  al^jout  it  if  1  could  be  sure  that  it  w  ;is  the 
very  Sf)iritual  Almanac  we  are  seeking.  That  Mr.  Gridley 
bad  an  almanac  of  some  sort,  spiritual  tu-  otherwise,  there  can 
be  no  doubt.  Fvery  man,  whatev(M-  other  profession  he  might 
have,  whether  mechanic,  (^r  lawyer,  or  dix'tor.  or  niinisu  r  even, 
was  a  farmer,  and  farming  was  in  a  wa\  nuich  more  seientitlc 
than  now.  Therr  was  a  jirecise  lime  fnr  every  labor  of  the 
farm,  and  the  almanac,  with  its  informatitui  about  the  positions 
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of  the  sun  and  moon  and  the  signs  of  the  zodiac  and  its  Hst  ot 
saints'  days  was  indispensable.  In  the  book  of  Ecclesiastes  they 
read  :  To  everything  there  is  a  season,  and  a  time  to  every  pur- 
pose under  the  heaven.  ...  A  time  to  plant  and  a  time 
to  pluck  up  that  which  is  pkmted."  What  these  times  were 
they  read  in  old  Tusser's  Five  Hundred  P^oints  of  Good 
Husbandry  and  in  the  other  old  English  worthies  who  laid 
down  the  time  for  everything.  Cut  your  hair  when  the  moon 
is  in  Leo  if  you  would  have  it  gTOw  like  the  lion's  mane,  or  in 
Aries  that  it  may  curl  like  a  ram's  horn.  The  labors  of  the 
farm  are  dulv  set  down  as  follows  : 


March 

I. 

Upon  St.  David's  day  put  oats  and  barley  in  th.e 

clay. 

March 

12. 

Upon  St.  Vitus'  day  sow  cabbages. 

March 

21. 

On  St.  Benedict's  day  sow  oats  and  barley. 

May 

I. 

On  St.  Philip's  and  St.  James'  day  sow  peas  and 

lentils. 

May 

25- 

On  St.  Urban's  day  sow  flax  and  hemp. 

June 

II. 

On  St.  Barnabas'  day  put  the  scythe  to  the  grass. 

June 

24. 

Cut  your  thistles  before  St.  John's,  or 

you  will  have  two  instead  of  one. 

July 

8. 

On  St.  Killian's  ih\y  sow  vetches  and  rape. 

July 

13- 

On  St.  ^largaret's  day  put  sickle  to  the  corn. 

Sept. 

I. 

On  St.  Giles'  day  sow  corn. 

Sept. 

17- 

On  St.  Lambert's  day  put  meat  in  pickle. 

Sept. 

21. 

On  wSt.  Araltlun\  's  day  shut  up  the  1)ees. 

Oct. 

15- 

On  St.  (Oswald's  day  roast  geese. 

Oct. 

18. 

On  vSt.  Lid^e's  day  kill  \our  pigs  and  bung  np 

your  barrels. 

Nov. 

n. 

On  St.  ^Lirtin's  day  make  sausages. 

v\nd  the  list  ends  with  the  very  comfortable  injunction.  hardl\ 
of  Lin-itan  origin,  L)rink  wine  all  the  year  round,  and  then 
\<)u  will  be  readv  to  die  at  anv  time. 


II 

The  next  title  is  "  The  Unpardonable  Sin.''  In  the  cata- 
logues of  the  many  thousand  sermons  which  came  from  the 
presses  of  London  and  Boston  before  17 12  it  is  amazing  that 
not  one  on  this  favorite  subject  of  speculation  can  be  found.  If 
any  are  curious  about  the  effect  of  this  weird  subject  on  the 
early  Xew  England  mind,  they  can  find  a  vivid  picture  of  it  in 
Nathaniel  Hawthorne's  story  of  Ethan  Brand,  who  m  early  life 
wandered  away  from  his  Tiative  village  in  quest  of  the  un- 
pardonable sin,  and  returned  in  old  age,  boasting  that  he  had 
found  the  object  of  his  search. 

The  next  book  is  "  The  Doctrine  of  Divine  Providence 
opened  and  Applied,''  by  Increase  IMather,  Teacher  of  a  church 
in  Boston  in  Xew  England.  Printed  by  Richard- Pierce  for 
Joseph  Brunning.  and  are  to  be  sold  at  his  shop  at  the  corner 
of  Prison-Lane  next  the  Exchange.  1684.  The  book  opens 
with  the  well-known  story  of  the  angel  who  justified  the  ways- 
of-God-to-man  to  a  doubting  hermit  by  stealing-  a  cup  from 
one  kind  host  who  entertained  them,  drowning  the  servant  of 
another,  and  killing  the  child  of  a  third.  All  three  seeming 
crimes  the  angel  satisfactorily  explained,  and  with  this  intro- 
\luction  ]^Iaihcr  goes  on  to  unfold  to  his  readers  things  hard  to 
be  understood,  —  the  Old  Testament  stories  of  the  bloody  ex- 
termination of  the  heathen  by  the  word  of  the  Lord,  the  de- 
struction of  Saul  for  his  pity  towards  the  wretches  he  was  told 
to  slay,  and  the  removal  (if  the  American  Indians  by  the  plague 
to  make  room  for  the  Pilgrim  1-^atlicrs.  All  these  cases  he  ex- 
plains to  the  honor  and  glory  of  the  Almighty.  Next  uu  the 
inventeiry  we  meet  with  "  Man's  chief  I'hul  to  Gloritie  God.  <  "T 
Some  Brief  Sermon  \otes.  .  .  .  By  the  Reverend  Mr. 
John  liailc}'.  Sometime  Preaclier  and  IVisoner  of  Ldu-i>l  al 
Limerick  in  Ireland,  and  now  Pastor  io  the  Church  (^f  Glirisi  in 
Watertown  in  Xew  I'Jigland."  It  was  a  farewell  serm- mi  to 
his  dock  in  which  he  s])eaks  of  tlie  pownT  whicli  "  tlu  n-t  me 
from  i)0or  Limerick,"  and  of  llie  time  when  1  \\a>  in  pii-on 
and  my  public  liberty  gone."    ll  is  a  long  lament,  mor*-  ip.u  r- 


esting  to  his  dear  friends  than  it  can  possibly  be  to  us.  The 
next  treasure  noted  in  the  Hbrary  was  a  Commentary  on  Faith, 
but  I  find  so  many  books  to  which  this  abbreviated  title  would 
be  appropriate  that  we  will  pass  on  to  the  next,,  which  is  "  How- 
to  walk  with  God.  or  Early  Piety  exemplified  in  the  Life  and 
Death  of  -Mr.  Nathaniel  ]\Iather,  who  having  become  at  the 
age  of  nineteen  an  instance  of  more  than  common  Learning 
and  A'^irtue,  changed  Earth  for  Heaven,  Oct.  i6,  1688." 
Whereto  are  added  .  .  .  .  A  Walk  with  God."  Samuel 
Mather,  in  the  opening  address  to  the  Reader,  writes  "  am  his 
younger  brother  and  son  of  Increase  ]\Tather,  the  well-known 
teacher  of  a  church  in  Boston  and  rector  of  Harvard  College  in 
New  Jingland."  The  youthful  subject  of  this  memoir  liv^d  be- 
fore the  days  of  athletic  exercises  for  students,  spent  his  days 
and  the  larger  part  of  his  nights  over  his  books,  entered  col- 
lege at  the  age  of  twelve,  and,  before  many  months,  "  had 
accurately  gone  over  all  the  Old  Testament  in  Hebrew,  as 
well  as  the  New  in  Greek,  besides  going  through  all  the 
Liberal  Sciences."  His  biographer  says,  "  Wliile  he  thus  de- 
voured books,  it  came  to  pass  that  books  devoured  him.  Hi> 
weak  body  w^ould  not  bear  the  toils  and  hours,  which  he  used 
himself  unto."  The  extracts  from  his  diary  are  a  record  of 
pious  introspection  in  which  he  worked  himself  up  to  the  usual 
test  of  piety,  that  he  was  willing  to  be  eternally  damned  if  God 
so  decreed.  As  for  the  accompanying  discourse,  "  The  Walk  nf 
Holy  and  Happy  Men."  we  have  not  time  this  evening  for  an 
extended  walk  with  the  Mathers,  though  we  need  not  fear 
being  wearied  with  any  commonplace  conversati(Mi  by  ihe 
\va\',  for  they  had  always  something  fresh  to  talk  of  and  a 
vigorous  way  of  sax'ing  it.  Books  like  tliis.  d<\scribing  saints 
who  were  good,  but  rarely  anything  else,  are  not  much  in 
\'ogue  at  present.  Forty  years  ago  there  were  a  number  in 
our  Sunday-school  library  which  had  been  handed  down  froni 
generation  to  generation  because  they  were  in  sueh  superb 
condition,  and  t1u^\-  were  in  tliis  ctuidilion  because  no  one  read 
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them.  Famous  books  tlit-y  had  been  in  their  day,  —  The 
Dairyman's  Daughter,  The  Young  Cottager,  and  others. 
Thackeray  continually  alludes  to  such  under  the  title  of  his  ' 
supposed  tract,  "  The  Washerwoman  of  Finchley  Common." 
You  rememl)er  how  P>eck\'  Sliarp  tlianks  Lady  Southdown 
for  that  precious  work  "  which  she  had  read  with  the  greatest 
profit,"  and  asked  about  its  gifted  author.  A  youthful  saint,  or 
prig,  if  you  choose  so  to  call  him,  may  be  an  infinitely  more 
useful  member  of  the  connnunity  than  a  brute,  but  most 
readers  now  prefer  an  account  of  the  brute. 

The  next  book  or.  the  list  was  considered  by  the  appraisers 
to  have  the  higliest  commercial  value  of  any,  and  was  inven- 
toried at  five  shillings  and  four  pence.  It  was  certainly  the 
most  famous  book  of  that  time.  The  Wonders  of  the  In- 
visible World.  .  .  .  Published  by  the  special  connnand  of 
his  Excellency  the  Governour  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  in  New 
England."  This  book  was  written  in  October,  ■  1692,  by  the 
Rev.  Cotton  ]\Iather  at  the  request  of  Gov.  Sir  William  Pliipps 
in  explanation  and  justification  of  the  witchcraft  trials  at  Salem. 
Up  to  the  22d  of  September  nineteen  persons  had  been  hanged 
and  one  pressed  to  death  for  refusing  to  plead.  The  jail<  of 
Salem  and  the  surrounding  towns  were  lull  of  the  accused, 
and  complaints  against  ihe  Inghesi  persons  in  tlie  land  were 
l)eginning  to  be  made.  In  this  book  Cotton  ^latlier  repeats 
the  great  need  of  caution  as  to  the  character  of  evidence  which 
the  ministers  of  Boston  had  alread\-  urged  in  their  return  of 
June  15th.  a  due  regard  to  which  might  have  saved  all  the  dis- 
graceful tragedies  which  followed.  Nevertheless  it  did  not 
occur  to  M'atlier.  or  indeed  any  behever  in  the  Won!  of  ^  lod 
before  the  adveiU  of  [he  higher  erilici'-ni.  that  there  could  be 
any  doubt  of  the  e\i>tence  of  witchcraft.  His  tirst  pnip* witi<^n 
is,  'idiat  there  i>  a  1  )e\-ik  is  a  thing  dt)nl)(ed  by  none  bin  such 
as  arc;  imder  the  intlnence  of  the  i)e\il.  For  an\  to  deny  the 
being  of  a  Dex  il  nuist  be  irom  an  ignorance  t>r  profanene>^ 
worse  than  diabolical.''    In  e.xpkmation  of  the  sudden  im'OvUl 
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of  witchcraft,  he  says,  "  The  New  Englanders  are  a  people  of 
God  settled  in  those,  which  were  once  the  Devil's  territories ; 
and  it  may  easily  be.  supposed  that  the  Devil  was  exceedini:;lv 
disturbed  when  he  perceived  such  a  people  here  accomplishini^ 

the  promise  made  of  old  \n   army   of   Devils  is 

horribly  broke  in  upon  the  place  which  is  the  center  and,  after 
a  sort,  the  first  born  of  our  Eng-lish  settlements  ;  and  the  houses 
of  the  good  people  there  are  filled  with  the  doleful  shrieks  of 
their  children  and  servants  tormented  by  invisible  hands,  with 
tortures  altogether  preternatural.''  He  quotes  scriptural  au- 
tliority  that  the  nund^er  of  evil  spirits  let  loose  on  a  single  suf- 
ferer is  a  legion,  and  informs  us  "  that  a  legion  consisted  of 
twelve  thousand  five  hundred  people."  To  prove  the  existence 
and  terrible  power  of  witchcraft,  and  to  justify  the  recent  ex- 
treme measures  for  its  destruction,  he  cites  numerous  instance^ 
from  all  times  and  lands  and  concludes  with  that  of  Ann  Cole 
of  Hartford,  the  famous  "  She  runs  to  her  rock  "  case.  The 
picture  is  a  dreary  and  monotonous  one.  A  single  story  like 
that  of  Goodman  Brown  dressed  up  with  all  the  marvelous 
skill  of  Hawthorne  is  attractive  reading.  Init  this  long  list  of 
endless  deviltries,  repeated  over  and  over  again  with  the  same 
ever  recurring  incidents,  wearies  one.  They  were  copied  by 
the  wretched  children  concerned  in  the  tlelusiou.  from  well- 
known  English  cases,  without  the  invention,  of  any  new 
machinery  to  relieve  the  monotony.  We  read  of  writing  in 
the  devil's  book  with  one's  own  blood,  which  the  de\'il  ter.> 
h\aust  is  a  very  pectdiar  fiuid,  of  crt)cd<etl  pius  as  an  article  "t 
diet,  of  toads  and  all  manner  of  reptiles  which  when  ihru-l  m 
the  fire  exi)l<»de  and  reveal  ihemselves  in  their  true  form,  some 
badly  signed  old  beldame,  of  private  marks  left  b)-  di"\il>  «'n 
the  persons  of  their  victims  that  they  may  know  their  t>\\u. 
and  of  all  the  villainous  machinery  of  w  ilchci-aft.  never  ri-u'  ; 
to  the  level  of  tlu^  W'alpurgis  Xight  in  l'^au>l.  but  more  su;: 
gestive  of  a  collei^e  freshman  sdciet)-  initi.ition  of  forty  yc.r 
age).    One  of  the  conmiissit.>ners  on  his  ji)urney  to  Salem  ■ 
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vised  whipping  the  devil  out  of  the  afflicted,  a  procedure  whicii 
would  probably  have  ended  Salem  witchcraft  then  and  there. 
There  is,  however,  a  g^rowing-  belief  among  the  investigators 
of  the  unknown  if  not  the  unknowable,  that  the  fraud  prac- 
ticed by  a  few  children  does  not  adoquateK'  explain  the  mystery, 
and  the  English  Society  for  Psychical  Research  in  its  attempt 
at  a  scientific  proof  of  a  future  life  is  accumulating  a  new  col- 
lection of  the  Wonders  of  the  Invisible  World.  In  harmony 
with  this  line  of  research  comes  a  hypothesis  thrown  out  by 
the  latest  biographer  of  Cotton  Mather.  Briefly  stated,  his 
notion  is,  that  before  man  was  evolved  from  the  lower  forms 
of  animal  life,  he  was  possessed  of  more  than  the  five  senses. 
These  have  descended  to  other  animals  as  instincts, and  vestiges 
of  them  may  still  appear  under  abnormal  conditions  in  man, 
and,  surviving  from  an  age  void  of  the  normal  sense,  suggest  the 
delusions  which  form  the  stock  in  trade  of  the  necromancer, 
tlie  witch,  and  the  medium.  However  this  ma}'  be,  it  is  fair  to 
the  memory  of  the  men  of  vSalem  to  quote  the  language  of  one 
of  the  latest  and  inost  thorough  students  of  the  delusion,  Air. 
William  Frederick  Poole.  He  says  :  No  nation,  no  age,  no 
form  of  religion  or  irreligion,  may  claim  an  immunity  from 
this  superstition.  The  Ref(jrmers  w  ere  as  zealous  in  the  matter 
as  the  Catholics.  It  is  estimated  that  during  the  sixteenth  and 
seventeenth  centuries  two  hundred  thousand  persons  were  exe- 
cuted, mostl}-  burned,  in  Europe.  Germany  furnishing  one- 
lialf  the  victims,  and  England  thirty  thousand.  .  .  .  The 
I'amiliar  Letters  of  James  I  fowell.  who.  after  the  restoration  of 
Charles  IT.  was  Historiographer  Royal,  gives  a  frightful  picture 
'>f  the  extent  of  the  dclusinh  in  hjH^land.  l.Jider  date  of  Fel^- 
ruary  3.  164^,  he  writes,  '  We  have  nudtitudes  of  witches 
among  us  :  for  in  F.ssex  and  Suffolk  there  were  above  two  hun- 
dred indicted  within  tliese  two  years,  and  above  the  onediah* 
of  iluMii  executeik  I  speak  it  w  ilh  horror.  (.I«.)d  guard  u>  from 
the  Devil.'  " 

The  next  book  on  the  list  is  entitU'd  "  Some  account  of  liie 
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Holy  Life  and  Death  of  Mr.  Henry  Gearing,  late  citizen  of 
London ;  Who  departed  this  life  January  4th,  1693-4,  Aged 
61,  .  .  .  By  John  Shower.  Boston,  1705."  A  book  so 
popular  that  another  edition  was  called  for  and  issued  in  1720. 
'Mr.  Gearing  seems  to  have  been  one  of  the  excellent  persons 
classed  by  Burns  as  the  "  unco  guid,  or  the  rigidly  righteous." 
He  was  the  son  of  a  mercer  in  Lechlade  in  Gloucestershire  ''  of 
extraordinary  prudence  and  piety,"  and  his  relatives  are  enum- 
erated with  much  genealogical  completeness.  There  is  the 
usual  diary  in  which  the  subject  enters  his  daily  communings 
with  his  soul,  but  whether  for  his  own  profit,  or  for  that  of  pos- 
terity or  lest  the  recording  angel  should  forget,  is  left  to  con- 
jecture. The  book  is  dedicated  to  the  widow  and  chi'Mre-n  i^}- 
their  afflicted  friend  and  servant  in  the  Gospel  John  Shower, 
who  tells  them  An  ordinary  Hell  will  not  be  punishment 
enough  for  the  children  of  such  parents  if  you  miscarry,  ami 
fall  short  of  Heaven." 

The  title  of  the  next  book  sufficiently  indicates  its  character. . 
the  great  number  read,  and  one  of. the  curious  customs  of  tlu' 
times.  It  is  named  The  Great  Concern  ;  or,  A  serious  warniiii^- 
to  a  timely  and  thorough  preparation  for  death,  with  helps  anil 
directions  in  order  thereto.  By  Edward  Pearse.  .  .  .  Rec- 
ommended as  proper  to  be  given  at  funerals.  The  twenty- 
second  edition.  Boston  in  New  England.  .  .  .  1711." 
Eleven  chapters  and  a  last  letter.  118  pages.  The  custom  of 
frivinir  books  at  funerals  as  a  reminder  of  the  deceased,  wns 
much  like  that  also  in  vogue  of  distributing  funeral  rings  duly 
inscribed,  and  v/as  so  conunon  that  Judge  Sewall  used  to  ex- 
tend the  custom  also  to  weddings  «'ind  records  in  his  diary  gi:'- 
of  elegantly  Ixvand  i)salm  books  to  the  happy  pair,  accompar.;.  - 
ing  his  gifts  with  nmch  excellent  advice. 

The  next  book  was  a  copy  of  the  New  Te>^tament.  and  tbi^ 
was  followed  by  "  A  book  on  Numbers."  Tliere  were  t\\  • 
conunentaries  on  this  bi)ok  of  the  I  VMitatench  in  conumni  u.-* 
at  that  time,  but  which  was  the  favorite  of  Mr.  Ciridlcx-  i^  'i  *• 


very  important  for  us  to  know.  Next  comes  a  Law  Book. 
This  was  without  doubt  one  of  the  copies  of  the  Whole  body 
of  laws  now  in  force  in  the  colony."'  which  the  General  Court 
at  its  i\[ay  Session  of  the  previous  year  ordered  printed  arid 
(listribiite<l  1)}'  the  towns  to  tlie  st:\'eral  inha])itanLs,  as  llic}" 
shall  see  cause.  With  the  exception  of  an  entry  of  i8  pence 
as  the  value  of  several  books  and  pieces  of  books  not  named, 
one  more  book  closes  the  list.  This  was  a  catechism  valued 
at  4  pence,  probabl\-  the  one  entitled  '"A  short  Catechism  'Iraw  n 
out  of  the  Word  of  God  by  Sanuiel  Stone,  ]\linihter  of  the  Wortl 
at  Hartford  on  Connecticut.  ]>oston  in  New  EnL^land. 
Printed  by  .Sanmel  Green,  for  John  Wadsworth  of  FarmiuL^^- 
ton.  16S4."  It  nuist  have  i)een  w  ritten  more  than  tweiU\ 
years  previously,  for  'Mr.  Stone  died  in  1663.  The  catechism 
in  previous  use  can  be  found  on  our  records,  and  one  of  our 
pastors  informs  us  that  it  was  ascrilx^d  to  Rev.  Thomas  Hooker, 
]>ut  does  not  i^ive  his  authority.  Why  Deacon  Wadsworth  so 
much  preferred  this  compilation  as  to  be  at  the  exj)ense  of 
publishini:,^  it,  is  a  matter  of  conjecture.  If  a  printed  book  was 
to  be  preferred  to  one  in  manuscript,  the  Westminster  Shorter 
Catechism  printed  in  Boston  in  1691  miL;-ht  have  sufficed,  but 
the  worthy  men  of  that  da)'  were  very  precise  about  their  doc- 
trines. Tersonal  friendship  for  .Mr.  St<:)ne  can  har<lly  accMunt 
for  the  preference.  Some  of  his  i>rominent  antac;'onists  in  the 
great  quarrel  in  Hartford  had  removeil  to  Hadley  four  years 
before  his  death,  and  came  thence  to  this  town  just  before,  or 
during,  the  Indian  atrocities  of  King  IMiilip's  W  ar.  .Many 
our  {)ronu'nent  men  would  not,  therefore,  have  been  like1\-  tv^ 
be  personal  friends  of  Mr.  Stone-.  (  )f  this  catechism  only  two 
coi)ies  are  known  to  exist,  one  h  iughl  bv  the  1  .eno\  l.ibrar\ 
at  a  cost  of  one  lunnhed  dollars  and  one  by  the  \\'atkin>Mn 
Library  at  narH'(»rd  I'or  sixty  dohars.  Of  the  nice  shades  ot 
(lifTerence  in  ilw  doctrines  incidcated  in  its  iMglUx-one  tiue>- 
tions  and  answers,  none  but  a  .>kilK  il  the<'loi;i;in  eould  an 
intelligent  aceounl.  and  no  auilience  but  on<.'  driUed  liom  eliild- 


hood  in  subtle  metaphysical  niceties,  as  our  fathers  were,  need 
attempt  to  listen. 

Such  is  a  very  brief  and  inadequate  account  of  the  library 
of  a  village  blacksmith  of  this  tow  n  in  the  year  1712,  but  prob- 
a1)ly  as  lengthy  as  you  care  for.  Let  us  not  think  too  lightly 
of  the  somber  taste  of  its  collector.  Apart  from  religious  works 
very  few  books  could  be  had  even  in  England.  Before  1712 
Addison  and  Pope  had  published  almost  nothing.  The  great 
novelists  were  yet  to  appear.  The  poetry  of  Dryden  and 
Milton  was  indeed  availal)le  and  was  probably  read  by  our  an- 
cestors as  much  as  by  us.  Dramatic  literature  was  almost  the 
only  secular  kind  obtainable,  but  the  New  Englander  had  not 
yet  learned  to  distinguish  between  the  plays  of  Shakespeare 
and  those  which  pleased  the  licentious  court  of  the  merry 
monarch.  The  first  settlers  and  their  children  after  them  were 
moreover  too  much  occupied  with  turning  the  forest  into  fertile 
fields,  defending  their  homes  from  the  torch  of  the  savage  and 
organizing  expeditions  against  their  northern  neighbors,  who 
urged  the  savages  on,  to  have  much  time  for  literary  culture. 
Let  us  not  criticise  them  too  sharplw  but  rather  be  grateful  tov 
their  lives  of  self-denial  whiclvmade  our  larger  store  of  knowl- 
edge possible. 
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ADDRESS. 


HE  Tunxis   Indians,   who   once   occupied   the  broad 


meado\\-s  and  forests  surrounding  our  village,  first 


came  within  the  range  of  our  ancestors'  knowledge 
about  the  year  1640.  Already  in  January,  1639,  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  three  river  towns,  in  the  westward  march  of  em- 
pire, before  they  were  hardly  settled  on  the  Connecticut, 
moved  the  court  for  some  enlargement  of  their  accommoda- 
tions. A  committee  was  therefore  appointed  to  "  view  those 
parts  by  \'nxus  Sepus  which  may  be  suitable  for  those  pur- 
poses and  make  report  of  their  doings  to  the  court  which  is 
adjourned  for  that  end  to  the  20th  of  February  at  10  of  the 
clock  in  the  morning."  The  depth  of  a  New  England  win- 
ter did  not  prove  an  attractive  time  for  exploring  an  un- 
known forest  buried  beneath  the  snow,  and  when  the  court 
was  duly  opened  it  wms  informed  that  "  our  neighbors  of 
Wethersfield,  in  regard  the  \vealhcr  hath  not  hitherto  suited 
for  the  viewing  of  Vnxus  Sepus,  .  .  .  intimated  their 
willingness  to  defer  the  issue  of  the  business."  In  Decem- 
ber, 1645,  ^^^^  court  "  ordered  that  the  Plantation  called 
"J\mxis  shall  be  called  Earmington."  So  in  the  year  1645 
the  settlement  had  l)een  made  long  enough  to  be  called  a 
plantation,  and  two  years  earlier,  in  1643,  Stei:»hen  Hart  had 
recorded  the  i)urcliase  of  laud  on  the  \vest  side  oi  the  river 
from  a  previous  owner. 

The  {)lace  was  known  as  Tunxis  v^ei)us.  Tunxis  signify- 
ing crooked  and  Sepus  a  river.  <tr  the  liltle  river,  in  distinc- 
tion from  the  "(ireat  Iviver.  tlic  river  .>f  O^nnecticut."  Dr. 
Trumlnill  translales  the  name  a<  meaning  "  at  tlie  l  end  of  tlie 


little  river,*'  for  here  tlie  Farmington  River  turns  abruptly 
northward  and  finds  its  way  to  the  Connecticut  at, Windsor. 

In  1642  we  read  of  a  grand  conspiracy  of  the  Xarragansc  t 
Indians  and  of  the  tribes  living  at  Hartford  and  Middletown. 
and  the  General  Court  ordered  preparations  to  1)e  made  "  in 
defeat  the  plot  of  the  Indians  meeting  about  Tunxis."  W'c 
hear  nothing  further  of  the  plot,  and  on  the  9th  of  .Vprd. 
1650,  the  Indians  of  this  vicinity  execute  a  deed  described  as 
"  A  discovery  in  writing  of  such  agreements  as  were  made 
by  the  magistrates  with  the  Indians  of  Tunxis  Sepus  con- 
cerning the  lands  and  such  things  in  reference  thereto  as  tend 
to  settle  peace  in  a  way  of  truth  and  righteousness  l^etwixt 
the  English  and  them."  It  states  that  it  is  taken  for  granted 
that  the  magistrates  bought  the  whole  country,  to  the  Mo- 
hawk country,  of  Sequasson,  the  chief  sachem."  The  dt")cu- 
ment  then  proceeds  in  a  rambling,  incoherent  manner  to 
stipulate  that  the  Indians  should  surrender  their  land,  re- 
serving the  ground  in  place  together  compassed  about  w  'nh 
a  creek  and  trees  and  now  also  to  be  staked  out.  also  one 
little  slipe  which  is  also  to  be  staked  out."  The  English  were 
to  plough  up  the  land  for  the  Indians,  who  \\-erc  allowed  l'^ 
cut  wood  for  fuel.  Fishing,  fowling,  and  hunting  were  te)  be 
cnjoved  bv  the  ]-^nglish  and  Indians  alike.  The  deed  wa- 
signed  by  Gov.  Flaynes  on  the  part  of  the  English  and  b\- 
Pcthus  and  Ahamo  on  the  part  of  the  Indian'^.  Tbe  ciui- 
sideration  was  the  protection  afforded  the  IncHans  and  [he 
lucrative  trade  oFfcred  them  in  corn  and  furs.  Xor  \\a^  tbr 
consideration  a  small  one.  I'efore  the  coming  of  tbe  I'higH-l! 
the  tribe  was  between  two  h(^stile  and  powei-ful  cnrmie<.  iIm' 
Pequots  on  the  east  and  the  Mohawks  on  ihc  we--l.  I  ■  ^ 
brilliant  camixaign  of  Captain  John  Mason  had  indeed 
lieved  them  from  the  t(~irmcr.  but  friMU  ihe  Mohawk<  tl'.e> 
were  still  wont  to  run  in  .abjoct  tenor  t<^  the  houses  oi  their 
new  friends.  The  si^natnre^  of  Tetluw  .and  .\hanm  to  the 
deed  are  bits  of  picture  writing  not  ea>il\'  explainable.  In 


dian  signatures  are  often  uncouth  representations  of  their 
totems ;  that  is,  of  the  animals  after  which  the  clan,  and 
sometimes  the  individual,  was  named.  Pethus'  signature  is  _ 
a  mere  scrawl,-  but  Ahamo's  elaborate  drawing  resendolcs 
nothing  in  heaven  above,  or  that  is  in  the  earth  beneath, 
or  that  is  in  the  water  under  the  earth."  We  must  rcmeml)er, 
however,  that  the  record  is  only  a  copy  of  the  original  deed 
transcribed  January  i8,  1667.  by  \\'illiani  Lewis  Register, 
who  may  not  have  sufficiently  admired  Indian  art  and 
heraldry  to  have  taken  nnich  pains  with  his  copy. 

The  deed  of  1650  remained  in  force  twenty-three  years, 
but  all  compacts,  whether  in  the  nature  of  treaties  like  that 
of  Clayton  and  lUdwer,  or  of  constitutions  like  that  of  Con- 
necticut, do  in  time  cease  to  meet  all  the  requirements  of  new 
conditions.  In  1673,  the  Indians  having  become  dissatisfied, 
the  town  '*  gave  them  a  meeting  by  a  conmiittee  wdierein  they 
came  to  a  friendly  and  final  conclusion."  The  Indians  re- 
leased their  right  to  a  rectangular  piece  of  land  drawn  out  in 
diagram  upon  the  deed  that  they  might  see  definitely  what 
they  conveyed.  The  piece  measured  five  miles  north  from 
Wepansock  or  Round  Hill,  three  miles  to  the  east,  ten  miles 
to  the  south,  and  eight  miles  to  the  west.  The  town  of 
Farmington  freely  giving  to  the  Indians  aforesaid  two  hun- 
dred acres  of  upland  within  the  lands  of  their  plantation,  as 
also  three  pounds  in  other  pay."  In  a  postscript  (so  called) 
to  this  deed  the  Indians  are  confirmed  in  their  jiossession  of 
land  in  the  Indian  Xeck.  This  deed  was  signed  b\-  t\vcnt\- 
one  Indians  and  by  fwc  i>f  their  scjuaws.  Squaws  otien 
signed  deeds  with  their  husbands.  They  might  be  treated 
b\-  them  worse  than  luasts  n\  burden;  nevertheless,  il  de- 
scended from  sachems  or  sagamores,  their  right  in  tlie  body 
politic  and  that  of  their  children  was  resjK\"tiMl.  Tlie  salic 
law  of  (^Id  world  nation^  did  not  hold  wilh  tluMU.  .\ec(»rding 
to  I'arkman.  amom:  the  Iroijuoi^.  liie  ro\  al  \\nv  follow  c-  i  the 
totem  down  the  femah-  line.     If  a  Woh'  warrior  married  a 


6 


Hawk  squaw,  the  children  were  Hawks  and  not  Wolves,  and 
a  reputed  son  of  the  chief  was  sometimes  set  askle  for  the 
children  of  a  sister,  for  a  sister  must  necessarily  be  his  kindred, 
and  of  tlie  line  ro}-al. 

Eig^hl  years  afterward.  ]V[esecopc  executes  another  deed 
confirming-  that  of  1673,  ^^'^^^  again  in  1683,  becoming  dissatis- 
fied with  these  not  very  well  understood  legal  documents, 
takes  the  town  authorities  with  him,  and  in  a  businesslike 
manner  gr>es  to  the  southern  limit  of  the  grant,  marks  a  tree 
and  builds  a  monument.  In  like  manner  he  defines  the 
eastern  and  western  bounds,  so  that  all  men  could  see  and 
understand,  and  then  goes  home  and  signs  his  heraldic  device, 
a  bow  and  arrow,  to  a  long  account  of  his  day's  work.  His 
son  Sassenakum.  "  in  the  presence  and  by  the  help  of  his 
father,"  adds  his  device,  which  may  represent  the  sun  with  its 
surrounding  halo.  The  document  was  duly  recorded  and  is 
the  last  deed  we  need  consider.  Peace  was  firmly  established, 
and  with  few  exceptions  the  relations  between  the  whites  and 
Indians  were  from  first  to  last  friendly.  For  an  account  of 
one  sad  exception  we  must  go  back  a  little.  John  Hull,  mint 
master  of  Boston,  in  his  diary  under  date  of  April  23,  1657. 
says :  "  We  received  letters  from  Hartford,  and  . 
heard  that  at  a  town  called  Farmington.  near  Hartford,  an 
Indian  was  so  bold  as  to  kill  an  English  woman  great  with 
child,  and  likewise  her  maid,  and  sorely  wounded  a  little 
child  —  all  within  their  house  —  and  then  fired  the  h.ousc. 
which  also  fired  some  (^ther  l")arns  or  iKnises.  The  Indians, 
being  apprehended,  delivered  up  the  murderer,  who  wa>« 
brought  to  Hartford  and  Tafter  he  had  his  right  hand  cut  ofi  ' 
was,  with  an  axe.  knocked  on  the  head  b\'  the  executioiur. 
This  stor>-  is  worth  a  little  study  as  illustrative  oi  the  manni  r 
in  which  nuich  grave  hi>tory  is  evolveil.  (liven  a  lew  lacl-^ 
many  years  apart,  a  few  traditii)ns  .md  :\  lively  imagination 
and  tluTe  residl<  a  storv  that  >haU  l;o  down  through  all  t'tne 
as  authentic  as  the  exploits  .»f  (  dd  Te.slainriU  heroe.-.     Fe:  i> 


consider  the  facts  and  then  the  story.  The  General  Court  m 
April,  1657,  takes  notice  of  "  a  most  horrid  murder  committed 
by  some  Indians  at  Farmington,  and  though  Mesapano  seems 
to  be  the  principal  actor,  yet  the  accessories  are  not  yet 
clearly  discovered."  Messengers  were  sent  to  the  Xur- 
wootuck  and  the  Pocumtuck  Indians,  that  is,  to  those  of  Had- 
ley  and  Deerheld,  to  deliver  up  Mesapano,  which  would  sug- 
gest that  those  Indians  rather  than  the  Tunxis  tribe  Vvcre 
the  guilty  parties.  The  latter,  however,  had  been  duly 
warned  against  entertaining  hostile  Indians  and  were  there- 
fore held  responsible  for  the  murder  and  the  firing  of  a  house, 
and  they  '*  mutually  agreed  and  obliged  themselves  to  pay 
unto  the  General  Court  in  October,  or  to  their  order, ^yearly, 
for  the  term  of  seven  years,  the  fuU  sum  of  eighty  fathoms 
of  wampum,  well  strung  and  merchantable."  Nearly  ten 
years  afterward  the  house  of  John  Hart  takes  fire  one  De- 
cember night  and  all  his  family,  save  one  son  who  was  ab- 
sent, were  burned.  We  have  several  contemporary  records 
of  the  disaster,  but  no  suspicion  of  foul  play  appeared.  Put- 
ting together  these  stories  separated  by  ten  years  of  time  we 
have  full  materials  for  the  historic  tale.  The  Indians  su.r- 
round'the  house  of  John  Hart  at  midnight,  nuuxler  tlie  en- 
tire family,  and  ])urn  the  house  over  their  remains.  The 
town  records  perish  in  the  flames,  and  the  tribe  i)ay  a  tine  ot 
eighty  fathoms  of  wampum  yearly  thereafter.  In  point  of 
fact  the  Inilians  did  not  murder  John  Hart  or  burn  his  house. 
Xo  records  were  ck^stroyed,  and  tlie  court  com[)kiined  thai 
the  Indians  did  not  ]^ay  tlie  fine  for  their  transgression  of 
ten  years  Ix'fore.  Tlie  murder  of  ih^y  was  [u-oba1)ly  t'lc 
work  of  strange  Indians  and  not  of  ihe  friendly  Tunxis  trilu'. 
'l"he  Indians  living  to  the  north  witliin  the  jurisdielion  cf  tlie 
Massachusetts  Colony  were  for  many  years  a  menace  to  the 
wliites  and  friendly  Indians  alike.  There  is  a  wt  ll-knowti 
tradition  that  about  the  year  1.057  a  marauding  parly  ir.>:n 
the  north,  seeking  captives  to  Ik^KI  for  r<insoni.  api)earcd  at 
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the  Hart  farm,  one  mile  north  of  the  present  south  hne  of 
Avon,  and,  proceeding  thence  southward,  murdered  a  Mr. 
Scott  at  a  place  thenceforth  known  as  Scott's  Swamp.  The 
earliest  record  of  the  tradition  is  that  by  ]\Ir.  Ezckiel  Cowles. 
father  of  tiie  late  Egbert  Cowles,  Esq.,  which  I  give  in  his 
own  words.  He  says:  "Two  Indians  came  to  Old  Earm, 
where  a  man  by  the  .name  of  Hart  was  hoeing  corn.  He  had 
a  gun.  .He  would  hoe  along  a  little  way  and  then  move  his 
gun  a  little,  and  then  hoe  again.  Tie  also  had  two  dogs. 
The  dogs  were  disturbed  by  the  Indians  and  would  run 
towards  the  woods.  A  partridge  flew  upon  a  tree  near  where 
he  was  hoeing.  He  shot  at  it  and  then  loaded  his  gun  be- 
fore he  moved.  The  Indians  concluded  they  could  not  get 
him  and  went  on  upon  the  mountain  until  they  came  near 
the  south  part  of  the  village  and  got  something  to  eat,  but 
found  too  many  houses  to  attempt  to  take  any  prisoners. 
Went  on.  Saw  Root's  house  on  Great  Plain.  He  was  at 
prayers.  The  Indians  heard  him ;  thought  there  were  many 
persons  in  the  house.  Dogs  barked.  They  ran.  Eound 
Scott  alone.  Took  him.  He  resisted.  Halloed.  They  cut 
out  his  tongue  and  finally  killed  him."  This  atrocity  also  is 
attributed  to  stranger  Indians.  The  differences  between  the 
whites  and  the  Tunxis  tribe  during  this  period  were  com- 
paratively slight  and  appear  mostly  in  the  records  of  fines 
im})osed  on  the  whites  for  selling  cider  and  strong  drink 
the  Indians,  and  on  the  Indians  for  the  consequences  which 
naturally  followed.  11ie  cases  were  all  petty  and  a  sini;!e 
example  will  sufTieientl)-  illustrate  their  nature.  In  i(>54 
"  Papaqurrote  is  adjudged  lo  pay  unto  lackstraw  six  fathoiU'- 
of  wampum  for  his  injurious  pulling  of  his  hair  from  \u<  he;ul 
by  the  roots."  Xow,  if  the  Indians  indulged  in  such  an  ir- 
regular form  of  scalping  as  this,  and  the  injured  party  .ip- 
pealed  to  a  ^'ankee  justice  of  the  i)eaee  for  redress,  it  wouM 
seem  that  their  savagery  was  beginning  to  take  on  a  raiiu  r 
mild  form. 


Until  the  year  1658  the  tribe  Hved  mostly  on  the  east  side 
of  the  river,  where  they  buried  their  dead  and  .where  thev 
maintained  a  fort.  Hither  came  strange  Indians,  sometimes 
as  friends  and  sometimes  as  foes,  until  the  court  found  it 
necessary  to  order  "  that  notice  shall  be  given  to  the  Indians 
living  at  F"armington  that  in  regard  of  their  hostile  pursuits, 
contrary  to  former  orders  of  court,  and  considering  their  en- 
tertainment of  strange  Indians,  contrary  to  the  agreement 
\^•ith  the  English  when  they  sat  down  in  Farmington,  whence 
ensues  danger  to  the  English  by  bullets  shot  into  the  town 
in  their  skirmishes,  that  they  shall  speedily  provide  another 
place  for  tlieir  habitation  and  desert  that  place  wherein  they 
are  now  garrisoned."  In  the  year  T/IT,  and  perhaps  earlier, 
a  certain  piece  of  land  was  known  in  the  town  records  as 
Fort  Lot,  and  it  retained  the  name  until  it  was  absorbed  into 
the  golf  grounds  of  the  Country  Club.  It  is  the  part  bounded 
west  by  the  bed  of  the  old  canal  and  north  1)y  land  recently 
of  ]\Ir.  Flenry  C.  Rice.  Here  were  formerly  ploughed  up  in 
great  numbers  two  kinds  of  Indian  arrow  heads,  the  broad, 
black  kind  used  by  the  Tunxis  Indians,  and  a  lesser  number 
of  a  kind  narrower,  more  ])ointed.  and  of  a  lighter  color. 
These  latter  we  were  told  were  the  wea])ons  of  a  hostile  tribe 
left  here  after  a  great  battle.  Of  this  battle,  Deacon  ]\lijah 
Porter  has  left  us  an  accoimt  based  on  the  traditions  of  a 
hundred  years  ago.  He  says  the  whites  "  made  an  agree- 
ment with  them  to  remove  to  the  west  side  of  the  meadow, 
but  before  they  left  their  old  settlement  they  had  intelligence 
that  the  Stockbridge  Indians  were  preparing  t(^  come  and  tr}' 
their  strength  with  the  Tunxis  tribe.  Thex'  met  acc^^rdingly 
at  what  i>  called  the  Little  MeaJow.  The  battle  wa>  fouglu 
with  true  Indian  coiu'age  and  was  very  Idoody.  biU  the  Stock- 
bridge Jntlians  were  too  powerful  for  the  Tun.xis.  and  tlie\- 
gave  way  and  retreated  to  their  settlement,  whereupon  the 
S(|iiaws  formed  a  battalion  and.  attacking  the  enem\  on  their 
l]<u\k,  suon  dro\e  them  frum  the  field  and  g.iined  a  complete 
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victory.  The  Indians,  soon  after  the  battle,  made  prepara- 
tion to  remove  to  the  west  side  of  the  meadow/'  The  re- 
moval of  the  Imlians  ordered  hy  the  General  Court  in  1658 
was  probably  soon  accomplished,  for  as  early  as  1662  the 
hi,2^h  ground  west  of  Pequabuc  meadow  was  knuwn  on  the 
town  records  as  Fort  Hill,  where  may  still  be  seen  the  grave- 
stones which  marked  the  new  place  of  Indian  burials.  In 
1675  t^iG  Court  admitted  that  they  had  "  set  their  \\  igwams 
wliere  the  authority  ap})oints/' 

During-  the  whole  of  King  Philip's  war  in  1675  and  1676, 
when  the  to^^"ns  around  us  suffered  the  horrors  of  Indian 
warfare,  the  Tunxis  tribe  remained  faithful  to  the  Englisli, 
and  on  the  6th  of  October,  1675,  ^^'^^  of  their  warrior- 
to  assist  them  at  Springfield.  They  were  Xesehegan. 
Wanawniesse,  Woewassa,  Sepoose.  Unckchepassun.  and 
Unckcowott.  In  the  year  1682  we  get  a  passing  glimpse  of 
the  relations  of  the  whites  and  Indians  from  a  single  leaf  of 
the  account  book  of  Deacon  Thomas  P>ull,  in  which  he  re- 
corded his  dealings  with  the  Indians.  Deacon  Bull  lived  on 
the  east  side  of  the  road  which  diverges  from  ^lain  Street  a 
little  south  of  the  Congregational  Church.  To  Cherry  liC 
sells  two  hoes  for  which  he  was  to  receive  five  and  one-hali 
bushels  of  corn  at  harvest  time.  For  one  broad  hoc  John 
Indian  promises  a  buckskin  well  dressed  and  duly  pay^  the 
same.  To  Taphow  he  loaned  one  bushel  of  grain  and  got 
back  one-half  bushel.  Fie  sells  Arwous  a  hatchet  to  Innit 
with,  for  whicli  he  was  to  receive  nine  pounds  of  tallnw 
From  Mintoo  he  recei\'e(l  ten  pounds  of  tallow  for  a  huiuiug 
hatchet,  four  more  for  mending  his  gun.  and  ani«tlier  four 
for  a  half  bushel  of  corn.  He  has  acci^unts  also  witli  \\'"ii'> 
nn'e,  Judas,  and  others  f(^r  sales  and  repairs  oi  axes.  bu<;i 
scythes,  guns,  gunloeks.  hoes,  picks,  knives,  hatciiets.  ete. 
Implements  for  hunting  st-em  to  have  lieen  mo<t  in  demand 
and  were  paid  for  from  the  proceeds  of  the  hunt.  Ilu-v 
bought  some  seed  corn  and  hoes,  and  it  i>  to  l)e  hoped  made 
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good  use  of  them,  but  the  picture  of  ludian  agriculture  given 
by  Wood  in  his  *'  New  England's  Prospect is  the  more 
commonly  received  one.    Describing  tlie  occupations  of  the 
;  squaws,  he  says  "  another  work  is  their  planting  of  corn, 

wherein  they  exceed  our  English  husbandmen,  keeping  it  so 
clear  with  their  clamshell  hoes,  as  if  it  were  a  garden  rather 
r  than  a  corn  fiekh  not  suffering  a  choking  weed  to  advance 

l  his  audacious  head  above  their  infant  corn,  or  an  under- 

mining'" worm  to  spoil  his  spurnes.    Their  corn  being  ripe, 
they  gatlier  it,  and,  drying  it  hard  in  the  sun,  convey  it  to 
r  their  barns,  which  be  great  holes  digged  in  the  ground  in 

^  form  of  a  brass  pot,  ceiled  with  rinds  of  trees,  wherein  they 

put  their  corn,  covering  it  from  the  inquisitive  search- of  their 
f  gormandizing  husbands,  who  would  eat  up  both  their  allowed 

t:  portion,  and  reserved  feed,  if  they  knew  where  to  find  it." 

Six  years  later,  in  1688,  Pethus  and  Ahamo  had  departed 
this  life  for  the  happy  hunting  grounds  of  their  race,  and  no 
one  reigned  in  their  stead.  Lender  the  mild  protection  of  the 
English  the  tribe  no  longer  needed  chieftains  to  lead  them  to 
battle,  and  the  love  of  office  for  its  petty  spoils  and  dign.ity. 
:  involving  the  sacrifice  of  self  respect  and  worldly  goods  for 

f  its  attainment,  did  not  appeal  to  their  simple  natures.  Xever- 

theless,  it  was  desirable  that  some  of  their  race  should  have 
I  authority  to  agree  with  the  English  in  the  settlement  of  con- 

troversies.   A  meeting  of  the  tribe  was  therefore  helil  on 
\'  the  T/th  of  September.  1688,  at  the  house  of  John  Wadsworth. 

and  they  were  a>ked.  now  that  their  chief  men  were  dead, 
whom  thev  would  make  choice  of  to  be  chief.  They  very 
modestK-  "  desired  Mr.  Wadsworth  to  nominate  a  man  ov 
two.  who  did  nominate  Wawawis  and  .""^hum.  autl  all  thai 
were  present  well  aj)pro\-ed  of  tluMU  as  captain-^ 

;.  to  whom  the  hjiglish  may  have  recotu'se  at  all  times."     1  lie 

record  of  the  meeting  was  signed  by  John  Wadsworth.  W  iH- 
iam  Ec-wis  Seni(<r.  and  J( )hn . Standly  Senior  as  \\itnes<e>  o\\ 
the  part  of  the  faiglish.  and  by  Xon>bash.  Judas,  and  ele\v-n 
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Others  on  the  part  of  the  tribe.  Wawawis  and  Shum,  on  their 
part,  accepted  of  the  place  of  captains  or  chief  men  amongst 
all  the  Indians  now  in  our  town  and  do  promise  to  carry 
quietly  and  peaceably  towards  all  English  and  to  give  an  ac- 
count to  Mr.  \\'ad.-^worth  of  any  strange  Indians  coming," 
etc.  Twelve  others,  "  not  being  Tunxis  Indians,"  also  signed 
an  agreement  "  to  walk  peaceably  and  cpiietly  towards  the 
English  .  .  .  and  to  be  subject  to  Shum  and  Wawawis 
as  their  chief  commanders,."  This  agreement  seems  to  have 
been  faithfully  kept.  In  1725,  an  attack  from  Canada  being 
feared  and  bands  of  liostile  Indians  having  been  found  lurk- 
ing about  Litchfield,  the  Governor  and  Council  resolved 
"  That  John  Hooker,  Esq.,  William  Wadsworth.  and  Isaac 
Cowles,  or  any  two  of  them,  shall  inspect  the  Indians  of 
Earmington  ;  and  the  said  Indians,  each  and  every  man  of 
them,  is  ordered  to  appear  before  said  committee  every  da>' 
about  sundown,  at  such  place  as  said  committee  shall  appoint, 
and  give  to  said  committee  an  account  of  their  ramble  and 
business  the  preceeding  day,  unless  said  connnittee  shall,  for 
good  reason  to  them  shown,  give  their  allowance  to  omit 
their  appearance  for  some  time."  In  October  this  restraint 
was  removed  from  the  Earmington  Indians  provided  th-ey 
refrained  from  war  paint  and  wore  a  white  cloth  on  their 
heads  when  they  went  into  the  woods  to  hunt,  thus  (li>tin- 
guishing  themselves  from  the  hostile  Indians  around  them. 

The  conversion  of  the  natives  of  this  continent  to  Chris- 
tianity was  a  favorite  pur])ose  set  forth  in  the  grants  and 
charters  issued  l)y  fun-opcan  scivereigns,  whether  rr(')testaiu 
or  Catholic.  In  1706  the  General  Assem1)l\-  of  Connecticut 
desires  the  reverend  ministers  to  prepare  a  j^lan  for  their  con- 
version, and  in  1717  the  ( Governor  and  Council  are  oidered 
to  present  '*  the  business  of  gospeling  the  Indians  "  te)  t!ie 
October  session  of  the  assend^ly.  in  1727  jiersiMis  having 
Indian  children  in  tliciv  families  are  (Ordered  to  endeavfr  t<' 
teach  them  to  read  l-ji'dish  and  to  catechise  them.     In  i7.v^ 
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the  General  Assembly  provides  for  the  payment  of  the  board 
of  the  Indian  }  outh  of  Fannington  at  a  school  -  under  the 
supervision  of  Rev.  Samuel  Whitman,  and  the  next  year  the 
latter  reports  })rogTt'SS  to  Gov.  Talcott.  "  1  have  leisure  oul}- 
to  inform  your  Honour  that  of  the  nine  Indian  lads  th.at  were 
kept  at  school  last  winter,  three  can  read  well  in  a  testament, 
three  currently  in  a  psalter,  and  three  are  in  their  primers, 
Testaments  and  psalters  have  been  provided  for  those  that 
read  in  them.  Three  of  ye  Indian  lads  are  entered  in  writing- 
and  one  begins  to  write  a  legible  hand."  Appropriations  for 
the  school  were  made  by  the  assembly  for  three  successive 
years.  In  1737  a  pupil  of  the  school,  one  John  Matawan. 
became  its  teacher.  In  1751  the  tribe  had  made  such  prog- 
ress in  adopting-  the  customs  of  their  white  neighbors  that 
the  Ecclesiastical  Society  "  granted  a  liberty  to  the  Ghristian- 
ized  Indians  belonging  to  said  society  to  build  a  seat  in  the 
gallery  in  the  Meeting  House  over  the  stairs  at  the  north- 
east corner  of  said  house  and  to  be  done  at  the  direction  of 
the  society  committee."  In  1763  Solomon  Mossuck  joins  the 
church,  and  two  years  afterward  his  wife  lumice  also  joins. 
In  Xoveml)er,  1772,  a  new  teacher  took  his  place  in  the  little 
Indian  schoolhouse  in  W  est  District.  This  was  Joseph  Ji)hn- 
son,  a  Mohegan  Indian,  whose  father  had  1)een  a  soldier  in 
the  ITench  war.  He  had  attended  W  heelock's  Indian  L'har- 
ity  School  at  ]>ebanon  in  1758.  but  after  lea\  ing  it  had  led  an 
irregular  life,  at  one  time  going  on  a  whaling  voyage  and 
visiting  the  West  Indies.  Returning  to  a  sober,  religion^ 
life,  he  was  employed  by  the  "  Society  for  Tropagating  the 
(lospel  in  Xew  hjigland  "  to  teach  the  Tunxis  lndi:ni-^  until 
he  was  ordained  as  a  minister  .it  !lano\er.  New  Hampshire, 
in  the  sununer  of  1774.  He  had  uuich  to  do  with  the  subse- 
(|uent  removal  of  the  tribe  to  the  we.st. 

The  continued  progress  of  the  Indian^  toward  a  civili/ed 
life  and  tlu'ir  feelings  and  a->pirat it hi.s  in  regard  to  it  aie  set 
forth  in  the  memorial  of  I'dijah  W  .'unpey.  Solonmn  Mo->ii'T. 
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and  the  rest  of  the  tribe  to  the  May  session  of  the  General 
Assembly  in  1774.  "  Your  Honour's  Memorialists  have  al- 
ways lived  and  inhabited  in  the  said  town  of  Farmington  Ijy 
means  whereof  the  most  of  us  have  in  some  measure  become 
acquainted  with  and  formed  some  general  ideas  of  the  Eng- 
lish custom  and  manners,  and  many  of  said  tribe  have  been 
instructed  in  reading  and  writing  in  English,  and  have  been 
at  considerable  expense  in  attaining  the  same,  and  furnishing 
ourselves  with  bibles  and  some  other  books  in  English  for 
our  further  instruction  though  poorly  able  to  bear  the  ex- 
pense thereof,  and  we  being  desirous  to  make  further  profi- 
ciency in  English  literature  and  especially  to  be  acquainted 
with  the  Statute  Laws  of  this  Colony  ...  do  ^therefore 
pray  your  Honours  to  give  us  a  Colony  Law  Book  to  guide 
and  direct  us  in  our  conduct."    The  petition  was  granted. 

Another  memorial  by  the  same  persons,  dated  six  days 
earlier,  foreshadows  a  great  change  about  to  come  over  the 
trilje.  The  restless  spirit  of  the  savage  which  no  civilizing 
influences,  or  religion  itself,  could  wholly  subdue,  had  been 
set  on  fire  by  the  allurements  of  new  scenes  offered  them  iind 
of  more  room  fur  the  exercise  of  their  old-time  freedom  ul 
forest  life.  The  memorial  states  "  that  they  have  received  a 
kind  invitation  from  their  brethren,  the  Six  Nations  at  Oneida, 
to  come  and  dwell  with  them,  with  a  promise  of  a  cortlial  re- 
ception and  ample  provision  in  land  whereon  to  subsist,  and 
being"  straiL^htened  where  we  now  dwell,  think  it  will  be  l)e^t 
for  ourselves  and  our  children  and  also  tend  to  extend  and 
advance  the  kingdom  of  Christ  among  the  heathen  nation > 
to  sell  our  interest  in  this  Colony,  to  accept  said  kind  invita- 
tion i.)f  our  brethren  and  to  remove  to  the  (  )neida,  a:ul  10 
i:)re\-ent  being  imposed  upon  tlurein,  we  lunnbly  pra\  _\onr 
Honours  as  our  fathers  and  guardians  to  ai)point  C"ol.  John 
Strong  and  I'isher  (lay.  and  Mr.  I'dnathan  CiritUey.  all 

of  said  I'armington,  a  Cttnnnittee  {o  assist,  direct,  aiid  cner^<-e 
us  in  the  sale  of  our  lands."    Their  petition  wa>  granlcd. 


15 


We  have  another  account  of  this  invitation  of  the  Tunxis 
tribe  to  the  home  of  their  former  deadhest  enemies.  It  was 
written  down  hy  Deacon  Ehjah  Porter,  who  was  a  boy  of 
thirteen  at  the  time  of  the  occurrence  and  doubtless  wrote 
of  wliat  he  personally  knew.  lie  says  :  "  Some  time  i)L'forc 
the  Revolutionars'  AA'ar  a  tribe  of  the  Oneida  Indians  came 
to  Farmington  to  make  the  Tunxes  a  frien/lly  visit.  Accord- 
ing^ly  they  had  a  feast  of  wild  deer.  In  the  evening  they  hold 
a  pow-wow.  They  built  a  very  large  fire  and  the  two  tril)cs 
joined  hands  and  set  to  a  running  around  this  fire  singing 
and  shouting  and  sounding  the  \^■ar  whoop  so  loud  as  to  be 
plainly  heard  a  mile.'' 

The  great  obstacle  to  the  removal  of  the  tribe  was  their 
claim  to  valual^le  lands  which  they  could  neither  take  with 
them  nor  legally  sell._  Since  the  year  1738  they  had  many 
times  besought  the  assistance  of  the  General  Assembly  and 
that  body  by  sundry  committees  had  found  them  to  be  the 
rightful  owners  of  a  piece  of  land  known  as  the  Indian  Xeck. 
containing-  from  ninety  to  one  hundred  and  forty  acres, 
bounded  east  and  south  by  the  river,  north  by  the  Wells 
Farm,  and  west  by  land  of  Daniel  Lewis.  This  land,  though 
not  held  in  severalty,  certain  individuals  <^f  the  tribe  had  at- 
tempted to  sell  in  small  C|uantitics  bv  deeds  in  most  instances 
not  legally  executed  or  recorded  and  dating  back  as  far  as 
the  first  day  of  December,  1702.  Many  legislatures  per- 
plexed themselves  with  attempts  to  do  justice  to  all  parties, 
until  at  length  a  committee  was  aj)p(^intetl  in  1773.  \\hich. 
taking  into  consideration  all  the  circumstances  of  the  ca-e. 
divided  a  ])ai-ticular  holding  to  each  Indian,  whether  warrit>r 
or  scpiaw.  in  (piantity  \arving  from  ten  acres  to  a  little  le->- 
than  two  acres  and  made  a  map  of  the  same.  Lots  wcie  laid 
out  to  thirty-seven  individuals,  being  one  more  than  the  cen- 
sus of  1774  r(\'ords.  According  to  the  latter  there  weri^  t\>ur 
teen  males  oxer  twenty  \ears  of  age  and  twelve  fema1e->.  The 
whid(.'  matter  was  accomplislu'd  in  1777.  and  the  tribe  wa-^ 
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free  to  remove  with  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  their  lands. 
The  tribe,  small  as  it  was,  seems  not  to  have  made  its  exodus 
in  a  body.  In  October,  1773,  their  principal  men  sent  a  cir- 
cular letter  to  six  other  Xew  England  tribes  asking-  them  to 
send  each  a  messenger  to  the  house  of  Sir  William  Johnson, 
who  had  encouraged  their  removal.  Joseph  Johnson  and 
Ehjah  W'ampey  \vere  the  only  men  who  went.  At  a  meeting 
at  Canajoharie  the  next  January,  representatives  were  sent 
by  four  tribes  who  announced  their  intended  removal  in  a 
speech  by  Joseph  Johnson  in  the  council  house  of  the  Onei- 
das.  The  latter,  in  their  reply,  say:  "Brethren,  since  we 
have  received  you  as  brothers,  we  shall  not  confine  you.  or 
pen  }-ou  up  to  ten  miles  square,"  and  add  many  expressions 
of  hearty  welcome.  The  spring  of  1775  saw  the  departure 
of  a  considerable  part  of  the  Tunxis  tribe,  some  to  Oneida 
and  some  to  Stockbridge.  In  the  Indian  deeds  on  record. 
Elijah  W'ampey  locates  himself  in  1777  as  now  of  Oneida 
in  the  Mohawk  country,"  and  James  \\^owowas  in  1775  as 
of  Stockbridge.  The  time  of  their  removal  was  most  unfor- 
tunate. They,  with  most  of  the  Oneidas.  espoused  the  pa- 
triot side  in  the  Revolution  and  were  driven  in  1777  fron; 
their  new  homes  b}'  the  British.  Tories,  and  Indians  under 
St.  Legfer  and  sought  refuge  in  St(xdxd:)ridge.  Afassachusetts. 
I'o  tell  the  story  of  their  disaster  at  length  were  to  rehearse 
a  lari^e  part  of  the  history  of  the  Revolution.  The  war  over, 
they  renew  their  memorials  to  our  state  legislature  to  help 
them  return  to  their  now  devastated  homes. 

Their  appeal  t(^  the  Oct(~>l)er  session  of  the  l.eneral  A- 
sembb'  in  1 7S0  was  writtcMi  by  \\'am])i\\-.  C^isk.  C'urcom'v 
and  others  from  West  Stockbridge  asking  for  fund>  to  ]*:\\ 
for  the  preaching  among  them  of  Daniel  Simon  of  the  Nar- 
raganset  tribe  of  Indians  of  (/ollege  t'ducation  and  ordained 
to  |)reach  the  gospel."  Their  request,  though  fortified  b\ 
:m  ajipeal  from  the  missionary  S.nnurl  Kirkland.  was  relumed, 
and  instead  thereof  the\-  were  allowed  to  .solicit  contribution- 
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in  the  several  churches.  A  considerable  sum  was  thus  col- 
lected in  Continental  currency  and  in  bills  of  credit  issued  by 
the  state,  but  so  utterly  valueless  had  this  currency  become 
that  not  worth  a  continental  "  was  the  common  designa- 
tion of  anything-  absolutely  worthless.  The  asseml)!}'  tliis 
time  took  pity  on  their  condition  and  ordered  the  state  treas- 
urer to  take  up  the  bills  and  pay  lawful  money  to  Rev.  Samuel 
Kirkland  for  their  use. 

In  1788  the  Indians  began  to  return  to  their  Oneida 
homes,  being  encouraged  by  an  act  of  the  New  York  legis- 
lature which  has  the  following  preamble':  "  And  whereas 
the  Oneida  and  Tuscarora  tribes  inliabiting  within  this  state 
have  been  distinguished  for  their  attachment  to  tlie  .cause 
of  America  and  have  thereby  entitled  themselves  to  protec- 
tion, and  the  said  tribes  by  their  humble  petition  having 
prayed  that  their  land  may  be  secured  to  them  by  authority 
of  the  legislature,"  connnissioners  were  appointed  to  devise 
measures  for  their  contentment.  In  an  act  of  1801  we  read 
"  that  the  tract  of  land  of  six  miles  square  confirmed  by  the 
Oneida  Indians  to  the  Stockbridge  Indians  by  the  treaty  held 
at  Fort  Stanwix  in  the  year  ()ne  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-eight  shall  be  and  remain  to  the  Stockbridge  Indians 
and  their  posterity  forever.''  ..."  and  be  it  further  en- 
acted that  the  tract  of  land  hcret(jfore  set  apart  for  the  Indian^ 
called  the  Xew  iMigland  Indians,  consisting  of  the  tribes  called 
the  Mohegan,  Montuck.  Stonington,  and  Xarragan>el  In- 
dians, and  the  I'etjuots  uf  Groton  and  Xehaniicks  01  i'arm- 
ington,  shall  be  and  remain  to  the  said  Indians  and  their  pt»- 
terity,  but  witlunU  an\'  power  ni  alienation  b}-  the  said  In- 
dians, or  of  leasing  or  disposing  of  the  same  or  any  part 
thereof,  and  the  same  tract  shall  be  called  r.r(>tliert» •w  n  and 
shall  be  deemed  part  of  the  town  of  Taris  in  the  etumty  of 
Oneida."  lirothertown  was  on  the  (  )riskany  and  oeci:i»i<'d 
the  greater  part  of  the  town  of  Marshall,  which  was  formerly 
a  part  of  the  town  of  I'aris  and  the  southern  part  of  kirl-  land 
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in  which  is  located  Hamilton  College.  Xew  Stockbridge 
was  six  miles  to  the  west  in  the  town  of  Augusta.  The  two 
settlements  formed  at  first  one  parish,  the  Rev.  Samson 
Occom  preacliing'alternate  Sundays,  now  in  the  barn  of  Fow- 
ler in  J'rothertown  and  now  in  some  house  in  Xew  Stock- 
bridge.  The  history  of  these  two  settlements,  of  their  con- 
tentions with  the  land-hungry  whites,  and  of  their  own  in- 
ternal dissensions,  is  too  voluminous  for  our  present  con- 
sideration. In  1831  they  again  began  a  new  removal  west- 
ward, this  time  to  Green  Bay,  Wisconsin.  The  amount  of 
Tunxis  blood  ditfused  through  that  conglomeration  of  races 
must  now  have  become  so  small  that  we  will  not  pursue  the 
history  of  the  tribe  further.  Those  who  desire  further  knowl- 
edge of  the  Brothertown  Indians  should  consult  the  account 
of  Rev.  Samson  Occom  by  the  Rev.  William  Deloss  Love 
and  the  numerous  authorities  to  which  he  refers.  I  shall 
only  quote  a  few  lines  from  the  account  which  President 
Dwight  gives  of  his  visit  to  them  in  1799.  He  says:  "  I  had 
a  strong  inclination  to  see  civilized  Indian  life,  /.  c,  Indian 
life  in  the  most  advanced  state  of  civilization  in  which  it  is 
found  in  this  country,  and  was  informed  that  it  might  prob- 
ably be  seen  here."  The  J>rothertown  Indians,  he  says. 
^  "  were  chiefly  residents  in  Montville  and  ]'"armington.  and 
were  in  number  about  one  hundred  and  fifty.  The  settle- 
ment is  formed  on  the  declivity  of  a  hill,  running  from  north 
to  south.  The  land  is  excellent,  and  the  spot  in  every  rc- 
.^j)ect  well  chosen.  Here  fort\-  families  of  these  i)eople  have 
fixed  themselves  in  the  business  of  agriculture.  They  have 
cleared  the  ground  on  both  sides  of  the  r(Ki(l  about  a  Cjuarter 
of  a  mile  in  l)readlh  and  about  four  miles  in  kngih.  Three 
of  them  have  framed  houses.  .  .  .  The  remaining  houses 
are  of  logs,  and  differ  little  from  thosi^  of  the  whiles,  when 
formed  of  the  same  materials.  Their  husbandry  is  much  in- 
ferior to  tliat  of  the  white  pe(>i»le.  Their  lences  are  iuilii  'T- 
enl  and  their  meadows  and  arable  giounds  are  imperti-cll) 
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cleared.  Indeed,  almost  everywhere  is  visible  that  slack- 
hand,  that  disposition  to  leave  everything^  unfinished,  which 
peculiarly  characterizes  such  Indians  as  have  left  the  savage 
life." 

We  will  close  this  paper  with  a  brief  account  of  the  scanty 
remnant  of  the  Tunxis  tribe  who  lived  and  died  on  their 
ancestral  soil.  Solomon  ^lossuck,  ^  who  joined  the  church 
in  1763.  died  January  25,  1802,  at  the  age  of  78  and  was 
buried  in  the  Indian  burying  ground  on  the  hill  to  the  left 
of  the  road  as  you  go  to  the  railroad  station.  A  well-executed 
monument  marks  his  grave.  He  had  a  son  Daniel  who  was 
a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War  and  a  son  Luke  who  re- 
moved to  l>rothertown.  Thomas  Curcomb.  who  is  said  on 
the  church  records  to  have  been  the  last  Tunxis  Indian  of 
unmixed  blood,  died  December  21,  1820.  aged  44.  He  is 
best  remembered  by  tlie  story  of  his  buying  rum  at  the  store 
of  Zenas  Cowles,  the  nearest  source  of  supply  for  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  Indian  Neck.  It  was  during  the  early  days  when 
total  abstinence  societies  were  unknown  and  all  classes  and 
conditions  of  men  bought  runi,  and  every  merchant  sold  it, 
as  one  of  the  absolute  necessities  of  life.  Thomas,  having 
obtained  a  gallon  for  eight  shillings,  in  due  time  returned  for 
another  su|)})ly  and  was  disgusted  to  learn  that  the  price  in 
the  meantime  had  risen  to  nine  shillings.  It  was  ex])lained 
to  him  that  the  extra  shilling  was  for  interest  on  the  money 
and  for  sliriid<age  of  the  li([U()r,  and  that  it  cost  as  nuich  to 
keep  a  hogshead  of  rum  through  the  winter  as  to  keep  a 
horse,  ^'es.  yes,  said  the  Indian,  lie  no  eat  hay.  but  lie 
drink  nnich  water.  Thomas  got  his  rum  for  eight  shilling>> 
as  b(,'ff>re.'  The  stor\-  of  licmx  .Mo<>uck'.  son  of  1  .u!sf  and 
grandson  of  Solomon,  is  not  edif\ing,  1)ut  as  he  was  the  last 
of  his  race  and  as  his  cai"cer  well  illuslralrs  the  inevitable  f;ne 
of  weaker  races  in  the  contest  of  life  I  nuist  venture  to  <^iee 
>ou  a  brief  sketch  of  a  man  siiming  somev\hat.  but  ver\  nnieh 
sinned  against.     1  lis  tir^t  recordt-d  appearance  in  public  wa^ 
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in  a  justice  court,  where  Esquire  Horace  Cowles  fined  him 
for  steahng^  chickens  on  the  night  of  July  8,  1824.-  A  month 
afterward  he  was  wanted  in  another  matter  but  had  absconded 
to  parts  unknown.    Two  }'ears  later  he  goes  to  sea  for  a 
tiiree  years'  voyage,  and,  as  I  am  told,  with  Capt.  Ebenezer 
Mix,  giving  a  white  neighbor  a  power  of  attorney  to  take 
care  of  his  land  in  his  absence.    Just  before  he  returned,  his 
trusted  agent  sold  the  land,  pocketed  the  proceeds,  and  went 
\^■est.    Passing  over  twenty  years  of  his  uneventful  life  we 
find  him  at  the  age  of  forty-nine  in  Colebrook,  where  on  a 
Saturday  night  in  the  last  week  of  March,  1850,  two  wretches 
not  twenty-one  years  of  age.  William  H.  Calhoun  and  Benja- 
min Balcom.  murdered  a  certain  Piarnice  White  in  a  most 
brutal  manner.    They  were  sentenced  to  be  hung,  and  Henry 
^Mossuck,  known  as  Henry  ]Manasseth,  was  sentenced  with 
them  as  having  prompted  and  abetted  them.    A  year  after- 
ward the  sentences  of  all  three  were  commuted  to  imprison- 
ment for  life.    I  have  read  the  lengthy  records  of  the  court 
and  the  minute  confession  of  Calhoun  and  have  learned  much 
from  other  sources.    There  seems  co  have  been  no  evidence 
whatever  against  Mossuck  except  that  of  the  men,  who  re- 
hearsed the  story  of  their  brutal  crime  with  no  more  com- 
]Mmction  than  they  would  feel  at  the  butchering  of  an  ox.  and 
who  had  every  motive  for  lying.    Mossuck  vaitdy  petitioned 
the  legislature  for  release  for  three  successive  years,  in  1861. 
1862.  and  1863,  but  finally,  in  1867,  Balcom  (^n  his  death 
bed  having  asserted  the  intiocence  of  Mossuck.  and  the  chajv 
lain  and  officers  of  the  State  Prisc)n  gix'ing  him  a  good  char- 
acter, he  was  ])ardoned.    He  died  in  our  poorhouse  ou  the 
loth  of  r)cl(>1)er,  1883.  ^ 

So  came  to  an  ignoble  end  a  race  always  friendly  t<>  "ur 
fathers.  They  have  left  little  to  recall  them  to  mind.  A  frw 
momunents  mark  their  graves  on  l''(M-t  Hill  near  by  where 
jnhn  Nfattawan  and  Jo-^eph  J«:)hnson  taught  their  schoi  U.  A 
single  stone  in  our  own  cemetery  overlooks  the  river  <'>nce 


21 


covered  with  their  canoes  and  the  broad  acres  once  their 
hunting-  grounds.  On  it  are  inscribed  the  well-known  hues 
by  Mrs.  Sigourney : 

Cliieftains  of  a  vanished  race, 
In  yonr  ancient  burial  place, 
-  By  your  father's  ashes  blest. 
Now  in  peace  securely  rest. 
Since  on  life  you  looked  your  last, 
Changes  o'er  your  land  have  passed; 
Strangers  came  with  iron  sway, 
And  your  tribes  have  passed  away. 
But  your  fate  shall  cherished  be, 
In  the  stranger's  memory; 
Virtue  long  her  watch  shall  keep. 
Where  the  red-men's  ashes  sleep. 

More  enduring  than  these  frail  memorials  arc  the  few 
Indian  words  of  liquid  sound  which  remain  forever  attached 
to  the  places  where  the  red  man  lived  :  Pequabuck,  the  clear, 
open  pond;  Ouinnipiack,  the  long-water  land;  and  Timxis 
Sepus,  by  the  bend  of  the  river. 
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ADDRESS. 


Ladies  and  Goitlciiien  of  the   Village  Library  Company  of 
Far}}iiugto}i  : 

I  propose  this  evening  to  speak  of  some  of  the  divi- 
sions and  migrations  of  our  early  New  England  ancestors 
which  led  to  the  settlement  of  Farmnngton,  and  how  new 
divisions  in  their  turn  drove  new  colonies  one  by  one 
from  the  old  hive.  Want  of  room  for  their  flocks  and 
herds  and  tales  of  fertile  fields  somewhere  just  beyond 
them  were  not  the  only  causes  of  unrest.  Back  of  all 
were  the  more  potent  internal  dissensions  which  drove 
them  forth.  The  Hebrews  of  old  would  have  preferred 
the  flesh-pots  of  Egypt  to  the  glories  of  the  promised 
land.  It  is  the  trouble  within  that  causes  the  swarming 
of  the  hive. 

The  first  New  England  concourse  with  which  we  of  this 
village  are  interested  by  descent  was  that  at  Newton,  now 
Cambridge,  gathered  around  the  Rev.  Thomas  Hooker  as 
pastor,  and  Rev.  vSamuel  Stone  as  teacher,  appointed  to 
their  respective  oflices  at  a  fast,  October  ii,  1633.  Wood 
in  his  New  England's  Prospect  printed  the  next  year 
says:  "This  is  one  of  the  neatest  and  best  compacted 
Townes  in  New  England,  having  many  Eaire  structures, 
with  many  handsome  contrived  streets.  The  inhabitants 
most  of  them  are  very  rich,  and  well  stored  witli  Cattell 
of  all  sorts  ;  having  many  Acres  of  ground  paled  in  with 
one  orenerall  fence."  Nevertheless  on  the  lah  c^f  Mav, 
1634,  we  read  that  "Those  of  Newton  complained  of 
straitness  for  want  of  land,  especially  meadow,  and  de- 
sired leave  of  the  court  to  li^ok  out  either  for  enlarge- 
ment or  removal."    Si.\  months  later  they  give  three 
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reasons  for  their  desires :  the  want  of  accommodation  for 
their  cattle,  the  fruitfulness  and  commodiousness'of  Con- 
necticut, and  what  was  much  more  to  the  purpose,  the 
bent  of  their  spirits  to  rem^ove  thither.  The  theocratic 
notions  of  the  Boston  divines  did  not  harmonize  with  the 
more  democratic  ones  of  Hooker.  It  was  time  for  the 
hive  to  swarm.  The  account  of  the  removal  of  the  Cam- 
bridge church  to  Hartford,  given  by  Dr.  Trumbull  in  his 
history  of  Connecticut,  and  much  expanded  in  almost 
every  history  of  Hartford  and  its  ancient  families,  is  thus 
given  in  the  concise  and  graphic  original.  "About  the 
beginning  of  June  Mr.  Hooker,  Mr.  Stone,  and  about  a 
hundred  men,  women,  and  children,  took  their  departure 
from  Cambridge,  and  travelled  more  than  a  hundred 
miles,  through  a  hideous  and  trackless  wilderness,  to 
Hartford.  They  had  no  guide  but  their  compass ;  made 
their  way  over  mountains,  through  Swamps,  thickets,  and 
rivers,  which  were  not  passable  but  with  great  difficulty. 
They  had  no  cover  but  the  heavens,  nor  any  lodgings  but 
those  which  simple  nature  afforded  them.  They  drove 
with  them  a  hundred  and  sixty  head  of  cattle,  and  by  the 
way,  subsisted  on  the  milk  of  their  cows.  Mrs.  Hooker 
was  bourne  through  the  wilderness  upon  a  litter.  The 
people  generally  carried  their  packs,  arms,  and  scnne 
utensils.  They  were  nearly  a  fortnight  on  their  journey." 
The  next  year  saw  the  extermination  of  the  Pequots,  the 
only  people  from  whom  the  settlers  had  any  fear  of 
molestation.  Here  then  in  this  quiet  valley,  looking  out 
on  the  broad  waters  of  the  Connecticut  on  the  east,  on  the 
Talcott  M(nintain  range  on  the  west,  and  within  easy 
reach  of  tlieir  friendly  neighbors  of  Windsor  and 
Wethersfield  on  the  north  and  south,  here  surclv  was  :\u 
ideal  resting  place  for  weary  nuntals.  Nevertheless, 
after  a  residence  of  less  than  three  years,  the  settlers 
"moved  the  Court  for  some  inlargement  of  accomma- 
dacion,"  and  desired  that  a  coininittue  "view  those  parts 
by  A'nxus  Sepus  which  may  be  suitable  for  their  j>ur- 
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poses."  How  much  the  fertile  meadows  of  Farmington 
and  how  much  internal  dissensions  had  to  do'  wuth  the 
swarming  of  this  particular  hive  is  uncertain.  The 
situation  which  led  to  open  rupture  after  the  death  of 
Hooker  is  not  difficult  to  understand.  The  Hartford 
church  had  a  triple  leadership.  The  pastor,  Thomas 
Hooker ;  the  teacher,  Samuel  Stone  ;  and  the  ruling-  elder, 
William  Goodwin,  were  all  strong  men,  and  the  duties  of 
their  respective  offices,  gathered  from  scanty  scripture 
texts,  were  none  too  w^ell  defined.  The  teacher  was  "to 
attend  upon  points  of  knowledge  and  doctrine,  though 
not  without  application,"  the  pastor  to  attend  upon 
points  of  practice,  though  not  without  doctrine."  The 
ruling  elder  was  the  man  of  affairs,  the  moderator  in 
meetings,  the  watcher  over  the  private  conduct  of  church 
members,  and  the  visitor  of  the  sick.  AVhatever  may 
have  been  the  immediate  cause,  a  number  of  Hartford 
families  began  the  settlement  of  Farmington  in  1640,  and 
for  more  than  thirty  years  there  was  no  considerable 
departure  of  its  people  to  other  settlements.  We  know- 
little  of  the  life  of  the  village  during  this  period.  All 
town  votes  before  1672  were  recorded  in  '*ye  ould  book" 
which,  when  the  dry  details  of  land  grants  had  been 
copied  out,  was  allowed  to  drop  in  pieces,  and  with  it 
perished  almost  the  only  record  of  the  habits  and  custcnns 
of  the  olden  time.  The  church  record,  begun  by  John 
Steele  in  1652,  and  indebted  to  Rev.  Samuel  Hooker  for 
most  of  its  value,  contains  a  tedious  account  of  the  cluirch 
dissensions  from  1668  to  1675,  which  ushered  in  the 
removal  of  some  of  the  best  citizens  to  Watcrbury.  The 
two  parties  most  active  m  the  quarrel  were  James  I>ird 
and  Simon  Wrothum.  On  the  15th  of  June.  1673. the 
church  at  Fanuingt(^n  asseml^led  at  Heacc^n  I  (art's  lo 
attend  the  admission  of  James  Jlird.  .  .  .  About  eighi 
brethren  voted  for  his  admission,  three  a;^ainst  it.  .  .  . 
Whereu})on  the  Pastor  told  llu- said  James,  thai  the  Church 
did  expect  of  those  that  joined,  and  conseiiuentl \-  of  iiim. 
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that  he  should  promise  to  submit  to  the  government  of 
Christ  in  his  house,  walk  with  his  brethren  ;  and  fear,  and 
keep  all  the  commandments  of  God,  as  far  as  Christ  should 
enable.  To  which  the  said  James  returned,  ...  as 
the  Lord  liveth,  I  will  not  close  with  you  thus ;  and  so  de- 
parted the  house."  One  of  the  two  offenders  was  denied 
membership  and  the  other  was  dismissed.  The  latter 
applied  to  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Colony  to  cite  the 
church  before  it  to  show  the  reason  why  they  cast  him 
out  of  the  church.  The  Assembly  saw  no  cause  to  give 
the  church  or  council  any  trouble  to  appear  before  them, 
but  advised  said  Wrothum  to  a  serious  consideration  of 
his  former  ways.  Time  fails  us  to  consider  all  the  petty 
annoyances  which  made  a  separation  desirable.  There 
were  no  fertile  fields  in  the  west  that  caused  this  swarm- 
ing of  the  hive.  Dr.  Bronson  in  his  history  of  Waterbury 
says  of  the  settlers,  They  were  tough  men,  and  had 
come  into  a  tough  country ;  a  country  which,  for  easy 
tillage,  was  in  striking  contrast  with  the  plains  of  Farm- 
ington."  The  most  recent  historian  of  Waterbury  says. 
Why  were  these  men  not  content  ?  The  question  of 
land  surely  could  not  have  been  a  serious  one  ;  nor  were 
its  divisions  so  arbitrary  as  to  account  for  the  spirit  of 
unrest  that  prevailed  in  Farmington,  as  elsewhere.  }^lcii 
were  not  equal.  The  government  of  towns  was  in  the 
hands  of  a  few  men.  Few  were  the  changes  in  the  niorc 
honorary  offices,  and  heavy  was  the  repression  felt  by  the 
individual  conse(pient  upon  the  letter  of  the  law,  wlu>se 
weight  weighed  him  down  more  heavily  than  he  couKl 
bear.  Hence  the  efforts  of  the  individual  to  seek  cul 
some  tract  of  land,  even  if  distant  from  the  settleiuenl. 
where  he  could,  at  least  to  his  little  herd  (^f  cattle,  sju\ik 
his  mind,  without  sulfering  the  consequences."  To  ihis 
indictment  of  our  ancestors,  it  may  be  said  that  no  lisis--* 
town  officers  before  i6So  exist,  and  if  a  majority  of  the 
voters  ch(.)se  to  give  office  to  well  tried  men  rather  than 
as  spoils  of  jxirty  activity  to  a  siKxcssion  of  new  men.  wh" 


shall  oppugn  their  wisdom  ?  The  trouble  was  largely  a 
church  quarrel  in  which  the  participants  were  not  the  men 
to  seek  out  some  lonely  spot  in  which  to  rehearse  their 
woes  to  their  flocks  and  herds,  but  at  all  times  and  in  all 
places  spoke  their  minds  with  great  freedom  and  plain- 
ness of  utterance,  as  was  the  custom  of  their  day. 

In  October  9th,  1673,  twenty-six  of  the  most  substan- 
tial citizens  of  Farmington  presented  a  petition  to  the 
General  Court  sitting  at  Hartford  for  the  establishment 
of  a  plantation  at  ^lattacock,  now  Waterbury.  The  very 
kindl}^  response  of  the  Farmington  church  to  the  petition 
is  as  follows :  "  The  Church  having  considered  the  desires 
of  their  brethren  William,  Thomas,  John,  and  Benjamin 
Judd,  —  as  also  John  Standley  Jun.  touching  their  removal 
from  us  to  Mattatuck,  agreed  as  foUoweth : — 

I.  In  general.  That  considering  the  divers  difficulty 
and  inconveniences  which  attend  the  place  toward  which 
they  are  looking,  and  how  hazardable  it  may  be,  (for 
aught  that  appeareth.)  that  the  house  and  ordinances  of 
Christ  may  not,  (for  a  large  time  at  least,)  be  settled  among 
them,  the  Church  doth  advise  the  brethren,  to  be  wary  of 
engaging  far,  until  some  comfortable  hopes  appear  of 
being  better  suited  for  the  inward  man,  in  the  great 
things  forementioned. 

"  2.  Particularly.  Toourbrother  William  Judd, — that 
it  having  pleased  God  to  deal  so  bountifully  with  him. 
that  not  many  of  the  brethren  with  us  have  so  large 
accommodations  as  himself,  yet  see  not  his  call  to  remove 
on  the  account  of  straightness  for  outward  subsistence, — 
and  therefore  counsel  him,-  if  it  may  be  with  satisfaction 
to  his  spirit, — to  continue  his  abcxle  with  us,  -  hoping 
(jod  will  bless  him  in  so  doing. 

*'  3.  To  the  rest.  Though  we  know  not  liow  much  thoy 
will  be  bettered  as  to  land.  :i.ll  things  considered,  by  their 
removal, — especially  johnand  Benjamin  Judd,  and  there- 
fore cannot  much  encourage,  -  -yet  if  the  bent  of  theirspirits 
])e  strong  for  goini;-.  and  the  advice  aforcgiven,  touching 
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the  worship  of  God,  be  taken, — we  shall  not  trouble, — but 
say, — the  will  of  the  Lord  be  done." 

The  next  swarm  which  left  the  hive  chose  for  its  home 
a  spot  in  what  was  known  as  the  Great  Swamp.  If  you 
will  take  a  car  at  the  Berlin  Junction  railroad  station  on 
the  Middletown  branch,  after  going-  about  a  mile  eastward, 
you  will  see  at  your  left  across  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  level 
ground,  the  white  stones  of  the  old  Christian  Lane  Ceme- 
tery on  ground  slightly  raised  above  the  dead  level  of 
what  was  once  the  Great  vSwamp.  Near  by  was  the  vSey- 
mour  Fort  fenced  in  with  palisadoes  and  containing  a  well 
and  cabins  for  nightly  shelter  from  the  Indians,  and  near 
by  stood  the  first  meeting  house  of  Kensington  Parish. 
What  prompted  the  settlement  of  this  lonely  -svramp 
cannot  well  be  explained,  but  as  early  as  January  iSth, 
1669-70,  before  the  Eighty-Four  Proprietors  came  into 
existence  as  such,  the  town  granted  to  sixty-one  men  1082 
acres  of  land  "  in  the  Great  Swamp  lying  on  the  branches 
of  Mattebesit  River  through  the  condescendency  of  par- 
ticular persons  in  the  town  to  part  with  something  of  that 
which  is  their  right,  to  persons  of  lesser  estate  on  these 
conditions,  viz.,  that  this  tract  ot  land  given  to  sundry 
persons  shall  perpetuall}^  and  forever  hereafter  belong  to 
and  be  a  part  of  Farmington  never  to  be  a  distinct  people 
from  the  aforesaid  town  without  their  liberty  and  consent." 
In  December  22,  1681,  the  town  again  voted  "  that  the  up- 
land adjacent  to  the  Great  Swamp  shall  be  laid  out  st>  as 
they  may  best  accommodate  for  inhabitants  and  the  com- 
mittee that  laid  out  the  swamp  are  chosen  to  do  that 
work."  In  December  27,  1686,  the  order  was  repeated 
and  a  committee  of  six  named  for  its  execution.  Again 
on  the  2Stli  of  September,  1705,  the  town  votes  "thai  so 
many  of  their  inhabitants  that  do  or  shall  personally 
inhabit  at  the  place  called  the  Great  vSwamp  and  u]>land 
beloneine  thereto  and  in  the  division  of  land  on  the  cast 
side  of  the  lilue  Mountains  and  in  the  lots  called  D.ich- 
cldcrs  lots  and  so  much  of  the  division  of  land  against 


Wethersfield  as  shall  extend  northward  from  the  Great 
Swamp  until  it  shal  include  the  lot  that  was  William 
Judd's  and  no  more,  so  many  of  them,  as  see  fit  (none  to 
be .  compelled),- that  they  become  a  ministerial  society, 
when  they  do  gain  a  capable  minister  among  them."  The 
next  month  the  proposed  colonists  prefer  their  petition  to 
the  General  Assembly  stating  that  "our  unanimous  desire 
is  that  the  Worshipful  Capt.  Thomas  Hart  w^ill  prefer  this 
our  humble  petition."  Captain  Thomas  Hart  was  a 
reprcvsentative  from  Farmington  to  the  General  Assembly 
and  was  the  speaker  of  the  house.  It  was  around  the 
worshipful  captain  as  a  center  that  the  storm  raged  which 
attended  the  second  division  of  the  settlers  and  turned  a 
peaceful  community  into  an  angry  hive.  The  quarrel 
began  about  the  choice  of  a  successor  to  the  lamented 
Rev.  Samuel  Hooker.  An  oldtime  New  England  com- 
munity without  a  minister  was  like  a  hive  of  bees  without 
a  queen.  In  1701  the  annual  town  meeting  for  the  choice 
of  officers  was  abruptly  broken  up,  and  it  required  an  Act 
of  the  General  Assembly  the  next  year  to  set  the  machin- 
ery of  government  again  in  motion.  The  petty  lawsuits 
arising  were  appealed  to  the  higher  courts,  and  the  long 
and  tedious  details,  looking  trivial  to  all  btit  the  inflamed 
minds  of  the  contestants,  are  spread  over  many  pages  of 
the  records.  All  this  verbosity  is  occasionally  relieved  by 
the  vigorous  language  of  the  worshipful  captain  as  when. 
"  upon  a  Sabbath  Day  after  the  exercise,  the  church  being 
sta3'ed  and  a  h^ast  propotmded,  Capt.  Thomas  Hart  replied 
and  said,"  quoting  the  words  of  the  prophets  of  old, 
"  When  ye  fasted  and  motirned  .  .  .  did  ye  at  all  fast 
unto  me,  even  me?  Behold  ye  fast  for  strife  and  debate, 
and  to  smite  with  the  fist  of  wickedness,"  etc.  The  day 
of  humiliation,  fasting,  and  pra)  er  was  uol  voted.  After 
a  trial  of  ten  candidates  whose  nan\cs  arc  duly  recorded, 
and  no  doul)t  of  many  others,  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  colony  appointed  "  the  reverend  ministers  of  the  towns 
of  IIartf(n-d,  Windsor,  and  Wethersfield  to  procure  a  minis- 
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ter  for  Farmington,  who  are  hereby  ordered  to  receive  him 
and  pay  him  as  formerly  until  this  Court  do  order  otherwise 
or  themselves  agree."  October,  1705,  saw  the  grant  of  a 
distinct  society  called  the  Great  Swamp  Society,  and  the 
month  following  saw  the  departure  of  a  committee  of  the 
town  and  church  to  Nantasket  to  negotiate  with  the  divine 
chosen  for  them  by  the  reverend  ministers.  They  had 
selected  a  man  from  another  state  with  sulficient  power 
of  will  to  hold  his  own  until  the  storm  subsided.  The 
hive  had  swarmed  and  peace  reigned. 

Let  us  not  judge  our  ancestors  too  severely  for  this  one 
unfortunate  episode.  Deny  the  present  residents  of  this 
happy  valley  all  means  of  communication  with  the  outer 
world,  railroads,  telegraphs,  postoffices,  newspapers,  and 
even  the  slow  stage  coach  ;  limit  their  thoughts  and  inter- 
est to  the  petty  actions  of  neighbors  close  around  them, 
and  how  much  would  they  excel  their  forefathers  ?  It  is 
not  so  much  human  nature  that  changes  as  its  surround- 
ings. 

The  subsequent  history  of  the  Great  Swamp  or  Ken- 
sington parish  can  best  be  found  in  the  Ecclesiastical 
History  of  New  Britain  by  Deacon  Alfred  Andrews. 
With  a  few  words  from  a  historical  discourse  by  the  hue 
Rev.  E.  B.  Hillard  concerning  the  Great  Swamp  meeting- 
house and  its  surroundings,  we  will  leave  this  part  of  our 
subject.  Pie  says,  "  I  visited  a  short  time  since  that  saci'cd 
spot.  I  stood  beside  tlie  ancient  graves.  I  looked  around 
upon  the  scenes  on  which  the  silent  sleepers  in  them  used 
t(^  look.  I  turned  my  eyes,  as  the  sun  was  setting,  to  tiie 
summit  of  the  western  mountain,  whither,  at  sunset,  their 
eyes  had  so  often  turned  when  home  and  friends  l.iy 
beyond,  and  all  was  foresl-wild  betwceu.  In  siglit  ar.«i 
near  at  hand  was  tiie  swell  on  which  stood  the  old  mectiir^- 
hou.se,  in  which  they  first  covenanted  to  walk  witli  Chri.<t 
and  with  each  other.  .  .  .  The  snow  kiy  on  tin- 
ground,  as  a  century  and  a  half  before  it  had  lain  Iheie  o\\ 
the  December  day  when  they  first,  coUet  ting  from  ihi-i; 
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scattered  homes,  had  grathered  at  the  meetincr-house  to 
see  him  whom  they  had  chosen  to  be  their  shepherd  in 
the  wilderness,  set  apart  to  his  sacred  work,  and  to  cove- 
nant  with  him  to  be  his  people.  .  .  .  The  spot  where 
they  sleep  seems  fit  for  their  long  rest.  It  is  retired  and 
lonely,  as  is  now  the  history  of  their  lives.  The  age  in 
which  they  lived  has  passed  away.  The  present  is  new 
and  strange.  It  is  meet  that  in  their  final  rest  they  should 
be  withdrawn  from  it.  .  .  .  And  so  it  is.  They  sleep 
ill  peace.  .  .  .  the  scene  of  their  early  homes  is  still 
almost  as  quiet  as  when  no  sounds  were  heard  there  save 
those  of  the  Indian's  footfall  or  the  forest  cry.  There  let 
us  leave  them  to  their  sleep,  beneath  the  trees,  beside  the 
river, 

•  Each  in  his  narrow  cell  forever  laid.'  " 

The  next  considerable  exodus  from  the  old  center 
was  southward.  The  first  settler  is  supposed  to  have 
been  one  Samuel  Woodruff,  who  made  the  place  his  sum- 
mer residence  for  purposes  of  hunting  and  fishing,  pre- 
ferring the  freedom  of  the  forest  to  the  restraints  of  the 
farm.  Here  his  sixth  child,  David,  was  born  in  1606,  and 
was,  by  tradition,  the  first  wdiite  child  born  in  Southing- 
ton.  ]\Ionuments  to  the  memory  of  Samuel  and  Rebecca, 
his  wife,  stand  on  Burying-G round  Hill.  Other  families 
came  in  slowly.  By  the  year  1722  the  number  had 
increased  that  the  Proprietors  of  Common  Lands  ordered 
Paiithorn  surveyed  and  divided  for  individual  holding. 
No  reasonal)lc  explanation  of  the  name  has  ever  been 
given.  Dr.  Trumbull  is  quoted  as  saying  that  the  word 
is  not  Indian.  "As  poor  as  Panthorn  "  was  long  a  com- 
mon phrase.  In  Deceml)er,  172 1,  the  l-'irst  Kcclesiasiical 
wSociety,  "in  C()nsiderati(^n  of  the  fanners  southward  of 
the  town  their  hiring  of  Mr.  Buck  to  preach  among  them 
tliis  winter  season,  do  agree  and  manifest  tlie  same  by 
vote  to  abate  the  said  farmers  one-third  part  of  eacli  oi 
their  proportions  toward  tlie  payment  of  Mr.  \Vhit!)i,  n's 
rate,"  the  four  wintL-r  months  constituting  one-third  of 


the  year.  Winter  privileges  did  not  long-  satisfy.  In 
1724  the  General  Assembly  gave  the  inhabitants  of  Pan- 
thorn  a  distinct  existence  as  the  Third  or  South  Society 
of  Farmington. 

The  next  settlement  within  the  orisfinal  territorial 
limits  of  the  town  which  attained  a  separate  ecclesiastical 
organization  was  that  of  Bristol.  In  1663  this  town 
"granted  to  John  Wadsworth,  Richard  Bronson,  Thomas 
Barnes,  and  2^Ioses  Ventrus  forty  acres  of  meadow  land 
lying  at  the  place  we  commonly  call  Poland."  Somehow, 
in  February,  1650,  the  Rev.  Roger  Newton,  two  years 
before  the  beginning  of  his  pastorate  here,  was  the 
owner  of  "one  parcel  called  Bohemia,  through  which  a 
river  doth  run,  containing  by  estimation  fifty  acres." 
Bohemia  and  Poland  were  included  in  the  six  divisions 
of  land  laid  out  in  1721  by  the  Proprietors  of  Common 
Lands  west  of  the  reserved  lands.  The  inhabitants  of 
five  of  these  divisions,  in  1742,  represented  to  the  General 
Assembly  that  they  "are  so  remote  from  any  meeting- 
house in  any  ministerial  society  in  said  town  as  renders 
it  exceeding  difficult  for  us  to  attend  the  public  worship 
of  God  in  any  place  where  it  is  set  up,  and  especially  in 
the  winter  season."  Winter  privileges,  so  called,  were 
granted  them,  and  in  1744  they  were  constituted  the  Xew 
Cambridge  Society. 

In  the  year  1743,  while  these  changes  were  taking 
place,  the  inhabitants  of  the  West  Society  of  Hartford 
living  within  the  limits  of  tlie  town  of  Farmington 
petiticm  the  General  Assembly  to  be  relieved  from  pay- 
ing "ministerial  and  meeting-house  cliarges "  to  l'\"irm- 
ington,  their  location  being  such  "as  renders  it  very 
difficult  to  have  any  commiinicati(Ui  at  all  with  Farming- 
ton  so  as  to  partake  of  any  of  tlic  society  pri\'ileges  or  be 
-  the  better  for  them."  The  granting  of  this  petition 
seems  to  liave  relieved  all  friction  until  the  building  o( 
onv  new  meeting-house  in  I7;i,  wher.  certain  farmers 
owning  land  in  both  towns  petitioned  the  General  As.-eni- 
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bly  to  be  relieved  from  paying  society  taxes  here.  "  Said 
First  Society  in  Farmington,"  they  say,  ''is  very  extensive 
as  to  its  limits,  their  inhabitants  wealthy,  opulent,  and 
numerous  .  .  are  engaged  in  building  a  very  superb 
and  costly  meeting-house."    Petition  granted. 

The  next  separation  was  by  the  farmers  on  the  north 
living  in  what  was  long  known  as  Nod,  afterward  North- 
ington  and  finally  Avon.  Nod  extended  north  to  Sims- 
bury,  the  southern  boundary  of  which  was  laid  out 
through  the  mouth  of  Nod  Brook.  It  was  to  Nod  that 
John  Hart  had  fortunately  absented  himself  when  all  the 
other  members  of  his  father's  house  were  burned  on  the 
night  of  December  15th,  1666.  It  had  been  known  for  a 
long  time  as  Hart's  Nod.  Why  Nod  does  not  appear. 
Its  pious  owners  could  hardly  have  named  it  from  the 
land  of  Nod  on  the  east  side  of  Eden  into  which  Cain 
went  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord.  In  1726  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  extreme  north  part  of  Nod  and  those  of  the 
south  part  of  Simsbury  petitioned  the  General  Assembly 
to  unite  them  into  a  new  society,  but  the  vote  failed  in 
the  Upper  House.  Winter  privileges  were,  however, 
granted  them  in  1746,  that  is,  they  "shall  have  liberty  to 
hire  some  suitable  orthodox  person  to  preach  the  gospel 
among  them  during  the  months  of  December,  January, 
February,  and  ]March  annually."  In  1750  the  Nod  people 
on  both  sides  of  the  river  were  constituted  "a  distinct 
ecclesiastical  society  and  parish  by  the  name  of  Northing- 
ton  Parish."  In  1754  they  built  on  the  east  side  of  the 
river  on  high  ground  a  meeting-house,  which  however 
was  burned  in  1S17,  leaving,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Great 
Swamp  parish,  only  a  graveyard  in  a  lonely  spot  to  mark 
its  site.  In  each  cemetery  lie  the  remains  of  the  ("irst 
pastors  of  each,  of  P)Urnham  in  the  one  ami  of  luMige  in 
the  other.  As  we  near  the  last  considerable  removal  fr(>m 
the  old  village,  it  must  have  occurred  t(^  you  that  what- 
evur  may  luive  been  true  of  the  state  and  the  town,  tlie 
ecclesiastical  society  certainly  preceded  the  town  except 


in  the  few  cases  where  they  had  a  common  origin.  The 
minister  was  the  most  important  personage  in  the  land. 

It  was  a  quarter  of  a  century  before  any  further  sepa- 
ration of  the  inhabitants  took  place.  The  five  tiers  of  lots 
to  the  north  of  New  Cambridge,  known  as  the  West 
Woods,  were  gradually  settled  by  families  from  the  ad- 
joining towns,  and  in  1774  they  were  constituted  a  society 
by  the  name  of  West  Britain,  which  in  1806  became  the 
town  of  Burlington.  The  last  families  to  leave  the  old 
center  and  form  new  societies  were  those  of  Plain ville  and 
Unionville,  the  former  in  1840  and  the  latter  in  1841. 
During- the  pahny  days  of  the  old  canal  the  worshipers  of 
both  localities  came  to  church  at  the  old  center  by  boat  in 
the  summer  season.    A  rare  vSunday  picnic. 

Divisions  into  new  societies  do  not  account  for  all  the 
removals  from  the  hive.  At  the  close  of  the  Revolution- 
ary War,  when  Indian  atrocities  largely  ceased,  and  the 
vast  unknown  regions  of  the  west  were  open  to  settlers, 
they  did  not  need  a  Sewall  to  tell  them 

"  No  pent-up  Utica  contracts  your  powers, 
But  the  whole  boundless  continent  is  yours.  ' 

Esquire  Mix,  than  whom  there  could  have  been  no 
better  authority,  in  preparing  material  for  Gov.  Tread- 
well's  History  of  Farmington,  says :  "There  ha\-e  emi- 
grated from  this  town  into  other  states  between  August 
1783  and  ^larch  1802  inclusive,  147  families,  which,  allow- 
ing five  to  a  family,  will  make  the  whole  number  735. 
besides  a  number  of  unmarried  persons  of  both  sexes  nol 
belonging  to  th()se  families,  which  I  believe  maybe  fairly 
estimated  at  40  more.  This  will  make  the  tc^tal  number 
775.  They  are  principally  gone  into  the  states  of  Xcw 
York  and  Vermont,  thcvagh  some  few  tc^  dilYerent  parts  of 
the  Xorth  West  terrilor\'."  This  was  written  about  tiie 
year  iSoowhen  the  town  included  Avon  and  IMainvillc. 
The  manner  of  their  going  is  srt  foriii  hy  Washington 
Irving  in  his  Sketch  Book;  "with  a  whole  family  ot 
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children,  mounted  on  the  top  of  a  wagon  loaded  with 
household  trumpery,  with  pots  and  kettles  dangling  be- 
neath, setting  out  for  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  or  the  Lord 
knows  where."  -We  have  time  this  evening  to  give  the 
names  of  onh^  a  few  of  the  best  known  of  the  leaders  of 
the  great  exodus.  One  of  the  first  companies  folluvred 
the  west  bank  of  the  Connecticut  River  as  the  easiest 
route.  They  sent  in  advance  three  pioneers  in  a  boat  to 
spy  out  the  land,  Capt.  Steel  Smith,  Joab  Hoisington,  and 
Benjamin  Bishop.  Landing  in  a  meadow  just  north  of 
the  present  village  of  Windsor,  Vermont,  they  cut  down 
a  tree  and  claimed  the  place  by  possession.  They  were 
soon  followed  by  Gen.  Zebina  Smith,  ]\Iajor  Elisha  Haw- 
ley,  Capt.  Israel  Curtis,  Deacon  Ilezekiah  Thomson,  Asa- 
hel  Hoisington,  and  Elihu  Newell,  and  later  on  by  the 
Rev.  John  Richards.  They  did  not  carry  their  titles  into 
the  wulderness  but  acquired  them  there.  Here  in  Wind- 
sor the  miost  recent  of  their  number  printed  bibles  and  a 
newspaper,  and  here  they  developed  sterner  puritanic 
notions  than  they  had  learned  in  their  childhood's  home. 
A  Farmington  boy  in  their  printing  office  writes  to  his 
parents:  *'A  dancing-school  has  been  commenced  here 
this  winter,  and  it  was  understood  that  none  were  to  have 
employment  in  our  office  who  attended  it."  Three  girls 
having  transgressed,  "  In  tlie  morning  I  liad  to  perform 
the  unpleasant  duty  of  dismissing  them.  Two  of  them 
had  worked  in  the  office  for  nearly  two  years,  had  been 
very  faithful,  and  were  good  compositors."  A  little  t(^  the 
west  of  Windsor  Ira  Langdon  and  Aar(m  North  settled, 
farther  west,  in  Ludlow,  Deacon  Lee,  and  :i  little  to  the 
north,  in  Dummerston,  vSainuel  Orvis.  A  large  number 
journeyed  iiorthward  on  the  west  side  of  theCireen  ^f«nin- 
tain  range.  Benjamin  L(!\vis,  John  ^^)rd.  and  Ambro.se 
Collins  stopped  short  in  West  Stockbridge.  Col.  C)r.<a!nus 
C.  I^Ierrill,  successively  piiiiler,  lawyer,  and  member  of 
Congress,  went  on  to  I'cn nin,L(ton.  Wrmont,  (Oliver  Wootl- 
ruff  and  Thomas  i\>rter  to  Tinmouth.  •    In  Caslleton,  a 
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few  miles  to  the  north,  Nathaniel  Hart  taught  a  grammar 
school,  Selah  Gridley  practiced  medicine  and  wrote  poe- 
try, Chauncey  Langdon  became  a  judge  of  probate,  and 
Ebenezer  Langdon  owned  a  grist-mill.  Cyrus  Porter 
went  to  Middlebury,  where  William  G.  Hooker  was  a 
physician  before  he  removed  to  New  Haven,  Conn.  In 
Poultney  lived  and  died  Col.  James  Hooker.  In  Burling- 
ton, on  Lake  Champlain,  resided  George  Wadsworth  and 
Farmington's  ancient  tanner  and  shoemaker,  Gabriel 
Curtis,  In  Montpelier,  the  state  capital,  lived  Timothy 
Merrill,  lawyer,  and  Col.  James  H.  Langdon.  a  wealthy 
merchant,  who  was  previously  one  of  the  Farmington 
colony  at  Windsor.  To  the  west  of  Castleton  along  the 
New  York  state  line,  partly  in  one  state  and  partly  in  the 
other,  are  to  this  day  numerous  descendants  of  Farming- 
ton  Hookers,  the  names  and  virtues  of  whose  ancestors 
are  recorded  in  all  the  cemeteries  around.  Over  the  line 
into  the  state  of  New  York  the  Farmington  settlers  jour- 
neyed. Rev.  Asahel  Norton  became  pastor  of  the  first 
church  in  Clinton,  and  Seth  Norton  Professor  of  Lan- 
guages in  Hamilton  College  in  the  same  place,  wliich, 
while  still  an  academy,  had  been  in  charge  of  Rev. 
Robert  Porter,  another  native  of  Farmington,  and  :iH 
three  o-raduates  of  Yale.  Here  also  resided  ^lariin 
Porter,  and  near  by  in  Litchfield,  New  York.  Joseph 
Hooker.  The  original  members  of  the  First  Prcsbyteri.m 
Church  of  Sherman  were  mostly  from  the  cliurch  in 
Farmington — George,  Dennis,  and  Ava  Hart,  EHslia 
Woodruff,  William  Williams,  Cliarles  Ilawley.  Robert 
Woodruff,  Hiram  Gleason,  together  with  tlie  wives 
most  of  them.  Amzi  Porter  went  to  Smithtield,  Jesse 
Cowles  to  Augusta,  and  Alpheus  Ilawley  to  Jamesti>\vn. 
To  the  (lenesee  country  went  Dr.  Timothy  ILxsmer  am: 
Major  Isaiah  Thompson — the  former  successively  tlie 
villasfe  doctor  of  l'\irniin'''ton.  surgeon  of  the  Sixth  C»':^ 
necticut  Regiment  in  the  Revolutiimary  War,  and  the  lirst 
judge  of  Ontario  County.     An  account  of  cithers  wh" 


were  scattered  all  over  the  state  would  detain  us  too  long-. 
New  York'  soon  ceased  to  be  the  Far  West,"  and  New 
Connecticut  became  the  land  of  promise.  New  Connect- 
icut you  will  hardly  find  in  a  modern  atlas.  In  tlie  year 
1662  Charles  II  gave  to  the  Governor  and  Company  of 
Connecticut  the  territory  of  the  present  state  and  a  strip 
of  land  of  the  same  width  extending-  westward  across  the 
continent  to  the  South  Sea,  now  the  Pacific  Ocean.  In 
168 1,  without  troubling  himself  much  about  the  geogra- 
phy of  this  western  wilderness,  and  claiming  the  royal 
rig"ht  to  recall  any  gift  and  bestow  it  on  some  new  favorite, 
he  gave  to\Sir  William  Penn  the  land  now  known  as  the 
state  of  Pennsylvania.  The  north  half  of  that  state  was 
included  in  both  charters.  Later  on  Connecticut  men 
settled  the  Wyoming  Valley,  situated  on  the  Susquehanna 
River  in  this  common  ground,  tiere  they  suffered  all  the 
horrors  of  Indian  warfare  in  the  successive  Pennamite 
wars,  and  in  the  final  massacre  known  the  world  over  to 
all  readers  of  Campbell's  "  Gertrude  of  Wyoming,"  Of 
the  Farmington  men  engaged  in  the  strife  jNIajor  William 
Judd  was  four  times  chosen  justice  of  the  peace  for  the 
county  of  Westmoreland  and  was  among  those  who  in 
1780  were  voted  compensation  for  losses  sustained.  Z^Iervin 
Clark  of  our  East  Farms  district  lost  a  valuable  farm  and 
house,  and  barely  escaped  with  the  clothes  on  his  back. 
Joseph  Gaylord,  a  resident  of  Bristol  and  aiterward  of 
Farmington,  removed  from  the  latter  place  to  Wyoming 
in  the  spring  of  1769,  whence  he  was  driven  out  by  the 
Pennamites  in  the  following  November.  From  Farming- 
ton  he  returned  to  Wyoming  in  1772,  and  was  in  the  Gay- 
lord  blockhouse  in  the  Plymouth  settlement  during  the 
massacre  of  July  3,  177S.  There  were  other  settlers  with 
names  identical  with  those  of  Farmington  men  of  the 
time,  but  whether  they  were  the  same  has  not  been  clearly 
proved. 

In  1786  Connecticut  ceded  to  the  United  States  the 
western  part  of  the  land  claimed  under  th;^  charier  of  i 
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reserving,  as  tlie  basis  of  lier  school  fund,  what  now  con- 
stitutes the  ten  northeastern  counties  of  Ohio,  and  also 
reserving-,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Connecticut  towns  burned 
by  the  British,  the  so-called  "  P^ire  Lands,"  now  the  coun- 
ties of  Erie  and  Huron  Ivino^  next  west.  The  whole  re- 
served  land  was  described  as  the  "land  lying  east  of  a 
line  1 20  miles  west  of  and  parallel  with  the  western 
boundary  line  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania."  The 
land  was  sold  by  a  committee  of  one  from  each  of 
the  eight  counties  of  Connecticut,  John  Treadwell 
of  this  town,  afterwards  Governor  Treadwell,  being 
first  on  the  list.  Thirty-six  men  who  afterwards  or-' 
ganized  the  Connecticut  Land  ■  Company,  purchased  the 
three  millions  of  acres  for  $1,200,000.  The  share  of 
Major  William  Judd  of  this  town  was  $16,256,  and  that 
of  Gen.  Solomon  Cowles  was  $10,000.  To  this  land  of 
promise  came  Farmington  pioneers  —  Samuel  Tillotson, 
Rollin  Button,  Lewis  B.  Bradley,  Gad  Hart,  Daniel  Wood- 
ruff, Rev.  Ephraim  Treadwell  Woodruff,  first  pastor  of 
the  church  in  Wayne,  and  I  know  not  how  many  more. 
Still  further  west  in  Kaskaskia,  Judge  Alfred  Cowles, 
brother  of  the  late  venerable  Egbert  Cowles,  settled  in 
1823  as  a  lawyer,  his  first  stopping-place  in  his  western 
journeyings.  He  was  active  in  the  anti-skavery  fight  at 
Alton,  and  later  on  practiced  law  in  Chicago  and  S:'.n 
Francisco,  and  at  length  celebrated  his  one  liundrcdth 
birthday  at  San  Diego,  July  7,  18S7. 

There  were  others  who  left  the  old  home  besides  those 
who  traveled  with  their  families  in  the  big  ox-wagons. 
Young  men  tired  of  the  monotony  and  restraints  of  this 
happy  valley,  and,  hoping  to  better  their  fortunes,  began 
to  travel  over  the  South  and  West.  Their  letters  hoiric 
show  how  the  unusual  manners  and  morals  of  the  new 
world  appeared  to  them,  and  how  soon  their  own  opini{)ns 
of  many  things  were  changed.  From  a  great  variety 
of  letters  we  ha\'e  time  to  make  a  few  selections  in  illr.s- 
tration  from  those  of  one  young  man  only.     In  October. 
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i8i6,  he  left  a  commercial  house  in  New  York  and  a  sal- 
ary of  S3 50  to  travel  in  its  interest.  After  a  voyage  of 
seven  days  in  a  terrible  gale,  he  arrived  at  Norfolk,  \'ir- 
ginia,  from  which  place  he  writes  :  "  I  was  invited  to 
dine  and  take  tea  with  a  gentleman  to  whom  J  had  letters 
of  introduction.  I  did  myself  the  honor  to  attend,  and 
was  treated  with  the  greatest  hospitality.  His  wife  was 
a  lady  of  about  thirty  years  of  age,  and  highly  accom- 
plished, played  charmingly  on  the  forte  piano  and  harp, 
and,  in  fact,  was  about  as  elegant  a  woman  as  I  ever  sa\v^. 
They  live  in  great  style,  and  have  about  15  or  20  negroes 
in  the  house.  They  have  a  fine  plantation  up  in  the 
country,  where  they  live  in  the  summer.  They  were 
quite  inquisitive  respecting  the  customs  and  habits-c-f  the 
northern  people,  and  were  much  surprised  at  my  relation 
respecting  them.  The  people  have  very  little  regard  for 
the  Sabbath,  Bible,  or  religion."  He  writes  from  Peters- 
burg, November  17th,  on  his  way  to  Richmond  :  "  I  have 
been  now  two  weeks  in  Virginia,  and  have  seen  a  consid- 
erable part  of  the  country,  but  do  not  like  it  much.  The 
general  state  of  society  here  is  wretched,  and  as  respects 
morality,  it  is  known  in  this  state  only  by  name.  This 
day  being  Sunday,  there  is  a  large  party  engaged  before 
the  house  where  I  am  now  writing  in  playing  ball,  fight- 
ing, halloing,  swearing,  and  making  every  other  kind  of 
noise  that  their  ingenuity  and  the  whisky  they  have 
drunk  prompts  them  to,"  Five  weeks  afterward  he  v/rites 
from  the  same  place :  "  I  have  spent  my  time  very  agree- 
ably, and  am /nore  pleased  with  the  place  and  inhabitants." 
January  25th  sees  him  still  in  Petersburg,  about  starting 
for  Kaskaskia,  Illinois  Territory,  having  just  returned 
from  a  six  days  visit  to  Norfolk,  wliere  he  had  a  g('od 
time  as  before.  "  I  was  six  days  in  Norfolk,  and  was 
treated  with  great  hospitality  by  my  acquaintances  tiiere, 
and  attended  two  splendid  parties.  At  one  of  them  lea 
was  brought  in  about  dark,  and  was  carried  roiiiul  i;i  the 
same  manner  as  you  do  in  Connecticut.     After  le  i  the 
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ladies  and  gentlemen  played  whist  till  about  9  o'clock, 
when  a  fiddler  was  called  and  cotillions  and  'country 
dances  were  performed  till  i  or  2  o'clock,  v/hen  the  party 
adjourned.  There  were  about  twenty  ladies  present. 
During  the  evening  we  were  regaled  with  the  best  of 
wine,  cherry  rum,  apples,  filberts,  raisins,  peaches  in 
brandy,  almonds,  and  every  kind  of  foreign  fruit  that  I 
think  of.  At  about  1 1  we  sat  down  to  an  excellent  cold 
collation.  Some  of  the  ladies  were  very  communicative 
and  polite,  and  not  so  reserved  as  the  northern  girls. 
They  converse  very  handsomely,  and  have,  in  general, 
received  a  very  good  education."  His  description  of 
Williamsburgh,  through  which  he  passed,  would  answer 
as  well  for  the  present  day.  "  It  has  formerly  been  quite  a 
handsome  town,  but  is  now  falling  into  decay  in  conse- 
quence of  the  seat  of  government  having  been  removed  to 
Richmond.  The  ancient  college  of  William  and  Mary  is 
in  this  place,  where  many  of  our  first  men  have  been  edu- 
cated In  the  yard  of  the  college  is  a  handsome 

marble  statue  erected  in  honor  of  Lord  Bottetourt,  one  of 
the  former  governors  of  Virginia."  On  the  12th  of  Feb- 
ruary he  had  arrived  in  Pittsburg,  having  stopped  a  day 
in  Washington  to  call  on  Mr.  Pitkin,  the  member  of  Con- 
Qfress  from  this  state  and  town.  At  Pittsburo;-  he  found  the 
Ohio  river  frozen  over  and  had  to  wait  until  about  the 
first  of  March.  On  the  9th  of  April  he  writes  from  Kas- 
kaskia:  "  I  arrived  in  this  place  about  8  or  10  days  since, 
after  a  thirty  days  passage  from  Piltsburg.  ...  I  came 
down  the  Ohio  in  a  keel  boat  and  stopped  at  a  number 
of  very  handsome  towns  as  I  passed  down,  as  }\Iarictta^ 
Cincinnati,  Louisville,  etc.  The  prospect  is  beautiful  as 
you  descend  the  river.  I  also  passed  through  Vcvixy,  a 
small  town  in  Indiana  which  is  inhabited  by  Swiss,  who  pay 
great  attention  to  the  grape  and  manufacture  a  great  deal 
of  wine,  some  of  which  1  tasted."  Of  the  fertile  prairie 
lands  all  around  him  he  speaks  in  ihv  manner  of  the  spies 
on  their  return  from  the  j^romised  land.     No  wonder  the 
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delvers  among-  the  stony  hillsides  of  Connecticut  made 
haste  for  this  western  paradise.  Here  he  remained  until 
about  the  first  of  October,  preparing-  the  goods  he  was  to 
take  down  the  river,  and  hunting  all  sorts  of  game,  with 
which  the  woods  abounded.  With  western  manners  and 
morals,  as  before  with  southern,  he  was  fast  becoming  ac- 
quainted. Dancing  is  very  fashionable  in  this  place,  par- 
ticularly with  the  French,  who  indulge  themselves  abnost 
every  night  in  this  amusement.  There  are  no  Moral  Soci- 
eties to  rail  against  the  innocent  amusements."  To  his 
sister  he  writes  :  In  your  last  you  make  some  inquiries 
how  I  passed  my  time  on  Sunday.  There  is  no  established 
church  in  the  place  except  the  French,  and  we  comm.only 
feel  no  great  disposition  to  attend  that,  nor  has  there  been 
any  preaching  since  I  have  been  here,  and  it  is  very  sel- 
dom that  there  is  any.  When  the  weather  is  fine  Sun- 
days we  commonly  ride  out  on  hunting  expeditions  or 
fishing,  or,  in  fact,  anything  to  amuse  ourselves  and  drive- 
away  time,  or  sometimes  we  are  employed  in  taking  care 
of  peltries,  selling  merchandise,  posting  books,  etc.,  etc. 
We  are  troubled  with  no  grand  juror's  spies,  tything-men, 
etc.,  every  man  following  the  dictates  of  his  own  con- 
science." November  3d  sees  him  in  Baton  Rouge,  on  the 
way  to  New  Orleans.  "  I  shall  proceed  there  tomorrovv-, 
and  from  there  I  shall  go  on  to  New  York  as  soon  as  I  can 
dispose  of  the  property  I  have  in  charge.  .  .  .  If  I  am 
fortunate  I  shall  be  in  New  York  about  the  2  5t]i  of  De- 
cember." Kaskaskia  was  a  favorite  gathering-place  for 
Farmington  youths.  Here  were  coming  and  going  at  ov 
about  this  time,  Edward  Cowles,  Erastus  Scott,  Alfrcti 
Cowles,  Thomas  }*Iather.  John  W.  Mix,  William  Gleason, 
and  doubtless  others.  All  the  way  from  Connecticut  to 
New  Connecticut  Farmington  itamt  could  be  found.  A 
prominent  townsman  of  many  years  ago  who  had  [)eddlod 
tinware  through  the  South  in  the  days  when  stories  <>t' 
wooden  nutniegs  were  rife,  asserted  tliat  he  liad  :r.:u]e 
a  journey  without  expen.se  to  the  Western  Reserve  nnd 


back,  finding  acquaintances  at  every  stopping-place  happy 
to  barter  hospitality  for  news  from  their  old  homes. 
Whatever  we  may  think  of  such  economy,  we  are  re_ 
minded  of  the  great  numbers  who  had  gone  from  the  old 
villao:e. 

Besides  the  broad  West  there  was  another  outlet  for 
the  superfluous  energy  of  the  village.  Much  Farmington 
capital  and  some  men  were  engaged  in  seal  voyages. 
Starting  from  New  Haven,  they  proceeded  to  the  Falk- 
land Islands,  thence  to  the  island  of  South  Geors^ia,  thence 
around  Cape  Horn  to  the  island  of  Juan  Fernandez,  sup- 
posed to  have  been  the  home  of  Robinson  Crusoe,  and 
thence  to  Massafuera.  Here  they  Avere  accustomed  to 
leave  a  part  of  their  crew  to  catch  seals,  returning  for 
them,  in  about  two  years  and  taking  with  them  the  seals 
captured  on  some  previous  voyage.  They  touched  next 
at  the  Sandwich  Islands  on  their  way  to  Canton.  Here 
they  exchanged  their  sealskins  for  tea.  silks,  nankeens, 
and  china  ware,  and  then  touching  at  Calcutta,  made  their 
way  home  around  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  The  history 
of  some  of  the  voyages  has  been  minute'v  told,  but  how 
much  our  townsmen  had  to  do  with  any  pariicular  voyage 
is  uncertain.  Tlie  ledgers  of  Elijah  Crvrles  c^'  Co.,  sold 
for  old  paper,  miglit  have  told,  and  the  records  of  the  New 
Haven  custom  house  certainly  would,  but  during  the  recent 
stir  in  the  matter  of  French  Spoliations  they  were  shipped 
to  Washington  as  evidence,  and  are  inaccessible  to  the  or- 
dinary investigator.  A  few  glimpses  come  to  us  from  other 
sources.  David  Catlin,  a  young  man  .-.bout  town  and  a 
favorite  in  Farmington  society,  writes  :T:m  the  island  oi 
vSouth  Georgia  to  his  friend.  1  lorace  Cov.-'.es.  then  a  student 
in  Yale  C^^^lcge.  He  left  New  York  :k:y  jSth.  iSco. 
crossed  tlic  e([uator  on  the  fourlli  of  ju'.v.  celebrated  both 
the  crossing  and  the  day  with  the  vs;:.\l  cercnumics, 
stopped  at  sundry  ])()rts  duly  recorded,  arrived  at  the  P>ay  ot 
vSt.  George  September  ;th. stayed  two  tr.  ;cihs  while  build- 
ing a  shallop  of      tons,  and  arrived  at  the  island  of  vS.  »utli 


Georgia  December  17th,  where  he  found  seventeen  sail  of 
American  and  English  ships.  We  must  omit  his-descrip- 
tioii  of  the  island,  which  you  can  read  of  elsewhere,  and 
also  the  poetry  he  wrote  on  the  voyage  for  the  entertain- 
ment of  his  scholastic  friend.  We  have  also  the  original 
agreement  of  a  crew  signed  at  Massafuera  April  i.  1803, 
in  which  many  details  of  the  business  are  set  forth,  and 
in  which  the  crew  agrees  to  remain  two  years  and  catch 
seals.  The  profits  were  divided  about  January,  1807,  by 
Esquire  John  'Mix  at  his  ofnce  here.  The  ships  Oneida 
and  Huron  were  the  most  frequently  mentioned  in  Farm- 
ington  correspondence.  The  former  carried  sixteen  guns 
and  the  latter  tAventy,  for  use,  if  necessary,  against  the 
Spaniards  in  Patagonia.  These  voyages  began  about  the 
year  1796,  and  ended  with  the  commencem^ent  of  Jeffer- 
son's embargo,  in  December,  1807. 

Farmington  letters  of  the  last  century  have  much  to  say 
of  ships  fitted  out  by  the  merchants  of  this  village  at  Mid- 
dletown,  New  London,  and  New  Haven,  and  sometimes 
stopping  on  their  way  at  all  three  places.  I  once  bought  at 
a  book  auction  in  Boston  what  purported  to  be  an  import- 
ant work  on  Farmington.  It  cost  mc  twenty-five  cents, 
and  turned  out  to  be  the  "  Ship  Book  for  the  Brigantine 
Mary,  September  10.  1793.  3/8  belonging  to  Solomon 
Cowles  Jr.  8c  Co..  3/8  belonging  to  John  C.  Deming, 
1/4  to  Capt.  Amon  Langdon  ^Master."  It  contains  a 
minute  account  of  the  cargo,  from  numerous  horses  down 
to  one  (juire  of  paper.  An  account  of  five  otiier  voyages 
follows,  the  value  of  the  cargoes  varying  from  ^,'677  to 

An  accoimt  of  one  more  exodus  from  the  village  must 
complete  the  story.  When  gold  was  found  in  California. 
Farminerton,  too,  had  her  Fortv-nincrs  who  went  around 
the^Horn,  and  in  due  time  returned  not  much  poorer  than 
they  went,  but  rich  in  a  fund  of  stories  which  la.^tcd  the 
rest  of  their  lives.  But  it  is  not  of  them  1  would  S]>cak. 
A  Farmington  man,  born  in  the  }'>astern  Farms  and  edu- 
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cated  at  the  Farmington  Acr  .my  and  at  Yale  College, 
Dr.  Joseph  Washburn  Clar>  ith  a  party  of  settlers  jour- 
neyed across  the  plains  t  alifornia  in  the  spring  of 
1850.  A  relative  writes:  3  never  traveled  on  Sunday; 
whatever  danger  of  Inr  there  might  be,  the  wagons 
belonging  to  his  party  ^s  stopped  on  Sunday,  lettin.i:- 
the  rest  of  the  train  ^  .  on  in  their  eagerness  to  reaf 
California ;  and  it  -  .ys  came  out  that  his  teams,  r 
freshed  by  a  day's  •  overtook  the  train  before  the  nex , 
Sabbath."  A  quarter  of  a  century  of  labor  and  honor, 
with  sufficient  wealth,  awaited  him  in  California. 

Such  have  been  some  of  the  principal  rem.ovals  from 
the  old  center  of  Farmington.  The  tide  has  at  length  begun 
to  turn.  New  names  are  fast  taking  the  place  of  the  old. 
But  tvrelve  of  the  surnames  of  the  old  Eighty-four  Pro- 
prietors remain  with  us,  while  almost  every  state  in 
the  Union  has  its  Farmington.  I  trust  there  are  still 
enough  descendants  of  the  men  of  old  left  to  take  some 
interest  in  this  too  long  rehearsal  of  matters  fast  fading 
from  the  memory  of  our  people. 
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Ladies  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Village  Library  Company  of 
Farmington  : 

Two  hundred  3'ears  ago,  that  is,  on  the  14th  day  of  Sep- 
tember, 1704,  this  town  had  existed  sixty-four  years.  Its 
polity,  whether  civil,  ecclesiastical,  or  social,  had  become  firmly 
settled.  Its  inhabitants  were  loyal  subjects  of  good  Queen 
Anne,  voted  every  year  for  ]Major-General  Fitz-John  W'in- 
throp  for  governor,  and  for  John  Hooker,  Esq.,  and  the 
Worshipful  Captain  John  Hart  "  for  deputies,  stood  stoutly 
to  their  own  opinions  in  matters  ecclesiastical,  and  lived  the 
lives  of  prosperous  farmers. 

Geographically  considered,  the  town  was  a  rectangle  fifteen 
miles  long  from  north  to  south,  and  eleven  l)road  from  east 
to  west,  the  Round  Hill  being  the  starling  point  for  measure- 
ments. With  the  exception  of  the  main  street  and  a  locality 
next  to  Simsbury  known  as  Hart's  Farm  the  whole  region 
was  the  lawful  hunting  ground  of  the  Tunxis  Indians  and 
the  home  of  wild  beasts.  Wolves  were  numerous,  as  were 
also  animals  of  the  wild  cat  variety,  magnified  of  rec(M-tl  int'i 
lions  and  panthers.  The  reward  for  their  destruction,  al^ng 
with  crows,  lilackbirds.  and  other  c^bjectionable  animals,  was 
a  fruitful  source  of  revenue  to  the  ad\ ciituriui>  _\ontli^  "l  ihe 
village.  Scattered  here  and  there  were  lands  kni>\\ii  a^  >"1- 
dier  Lots,"  given  those  wIk^  had  scrveil  against  th.e  I'<qn«»t. 
together  with  many  l)road  acres  granted  the  minister,  and 
lesser  lu^ldings  bestowed  uj)on  those  who  had  de<ei\ed  well 
of  their  felhnvs.  The  owners  were  allowed  to  locate  their 
grants  anywhere  outside  of  the  village  subject  to  the  ai'i  roval 


of  a  committee,  provided  they  did  not  trespass  on  high\va}  s 
or  previous  grants.  These  grants,  known  as  "  pitches,"  were 
much  in  the  way  when  the  surve}'ing  out  of  rectangular  lots 
began  in  1721,  and  made  an  oldtime  map  much  resemble  the 
so-called  crazy  quilt.  A  fence  or  a  combination  of  fence  and 
ditch  ran  from  Nod  on  the  east  side  of  the  river  south  to  the 
Eighty  Acre  meadow,  and  another  along  the  north  bank  of 
the  river  west  to  Crane  Hall.  The  three  principal  openings 
through  this  fence  were  closed  by  the  North  and  South 
Meadow  gates  and  by  the  Eighty  Acre  bars.  Every  spring 
the  Proprietors  of  Common  Eickls  voted  when  the  meadows 
should  be  cleared  of  all  sorts  of  cattle,  and  every  fall  when 
they  could  again  be  used  for  pasturage.  Woe  to  the  sluggard 
who  left  his  corn  and  beans  unharvested  a  day  too  long ! 
Before  knocking  off  the  fetters  by  which  they  had  been  re- 
strained, and  turning  neat  cattle,  sheep,  and  swine  into  the 
meadows,  each  owner  marked  the  ears  of  his  animals  for  future 
identification,  "^heir  private  forms  of  mutilation,  by  the  crop, 
the  half-penny,  tiie  slit,  and  the  swallow  tail,  were  duly  re- 
corded by  the  town  clerk  and  were  the  inviolable  property  of 
each  owner.  Thomas  Gridley  used  "  a  half -penny  on  }e  upper 
side  of  ye  left  ear'';  Thomas  Judd,  Sen.,  "a  half-penny  on 
ye  under  side  of  ye  left  ear  ";  John  Cowles  "  a  crop  cut  upon 
the  left  ear  and  a  half-penny  cut  on  each  side  of  ye  right  ear 
and  so  on  down  the  list. 

Before  introducing  to  you  the  ancient  denizens  of  the 
village,  let  us  consider  a  moment  the  streets  which  their  daily 
steps  brought  h\io  existence  and  al->ng  which  their  lu)U>es 
arose.  The  main  street  ran  nuich  as  nuw.  Starling  from  near 
Cronk  Swam]),  named  from  the  Indian  Cc>.\cr< mnock,  on  tl;e 
soutli,  the  first  cc^nsiderai)le  braneli  we  fnid  ran  westward 
through  the  .South  Meadow  gate  where  now  runs  the  road  t<» 
the  railroad  station.  A  litlk'  to  the  norlli  a  voiul  ran  east- 
ward between  the  i)rescnt  holding.s  of  Me-sis.  \Orce  an  I 
Borter  to  the  old  mill.     Just  before  reaching  the  meeting- 
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house  the  Little  Back  Lane,  so  called,  ran  south  and  also  to 
the  mill.  A  few  rods  further  on  we  reach  the  mill  lane,  which 
ran  westward  to  the  new  mill  on  the  river  and  alonjj;-  tlie 
present  north  line  of  the  Deming-  propert}'.  Next  we  come 
upon  the  "  Road  up  the  Alountain/"  now  leading-  to  Xew 
Britain.  Arriving  at  the  north  end  of  the  main  street  we  find 
one  branch  turning  sharply  to  the  east  towards  Hartford  and 
one  westward  to  the  North  ^Meadow  gate.  A  noble,  broad 
highway  gave  an  uninterrupted  prospect  from  Mrs.  Barney's 
west  to  the  river.  The  town  had  not  then  allowed  Deacon 
Richards  to  encumber  it  with  his  shop,  nor  had  the  subsequent 
owners  sought  to  fortify  their  possession  with  a  building  of 
brick  too  huge,  in  their  estimation,  ever  to  be  removed.  Just 
before  reaching  the  river,  a  path  along  the  river  bank,  often 
impassable  by  reason  of  floods,  conducted  northward  to  Nod. 
If  any  desire  on  this  T4th  day  of  September,  1704,  to  cross 
the  river,  and  their  business  in  the  wilderness  b'^^ond,  or  per- 
chance with  far-off  Albany,  admits  of  delay  .  may  be  well 
to  know  that  in  February,  1705,  the  town  will  vote  to  '*  be 
at  the  charge  of  providing  and  kec[)i!]g  in  repair  a  canoe  ^^•ith 
ropes  convenient  for  passing  and  repassing  over  the  river  at 
the  landing-place."  The  subsequent  history  of  this  river  cross- 
ing is  beyond  the  scope  of  this  paper,  but  I  can  hardly  fori  tear 
stating  that  in  December,  1722,  the  town  "granted  to  Samuel 
Thomson,  son  of  John,  for  the  charge  he  halh  been  at  in 
recovering  the  canoe  that  \\'as  dri\'eu  down  to  Simsl)ury.  ti\'e 
shillings."  In  1728  a  vote  was  parsed  t<>  "  sell  the  ho:ii.  thiil 
at  present  lies  useless."  The  suhsecpunt  histnrx  cf  >undry 
bridges  and  of  the  war  between  the  high  bridge  and  il.e 
low  bridge  parties,  with  the  freiiuriit  "i  uAd  you  "  "i 
the  high  bridge  men.  are  iiUeresting.  .\s  l\.r  the  hij^liwa;,  > 
to  the  west  of  the  canoe  i)lace,  the  town  in  17^^'  h)ok  d"un 
the  testimony  of  "John  Steele,  aged  ahout  S.)  yiai>,  an>l 
William  Lewis,  aged  aliout  S2  years."  concerning  ilu  10a. i< 
they  remembered  as  ruiuiing  in  their  buyheod  iruui  the 
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Meadow  gate  to  the  south  side  of  Round  Hill,  to  Crane  Hall 
and  to  divers  other  places,  all  which  information  is  open  to 
the  perusal  of  the  curious.  The  branch  known  first  as  the 
road  to  Hartford,  and  then,  as  it  entered  the  forest,  simply 
as  the  Hartford  Path,  crossed  Poke  Brook  as  now,  and, 
climbing  Bird's  Hill,  passed  localities  whose  obsolete  names 
were  once  household  words.  The  traveler  soon  reached  the 
Rock  Chair,  corruptly  known  as  the  Devil's  Rocking  Chair, 
on  his  left,  and  a  few  rods  beyond  came  to  the  ]\Iile  Tree,  near 
the  present  remains  of  the  stone-crusher,  and  opposite  the 
iVIile  Swamp  or  Round  Swamp,  of  bad  repute  as  engulfing 
stray  animals  in  its  treacherous  depths.  Then,  leaving  Prat- 
tling Pond  on  his  left  and  the  \\'olf-Pit  path  on  his  right, 
his  course  lay  along  the  Old  Road  to  Plartford,  the  favorite 
route  sixty  years  ago.  A  branch,  known  of  record  as  the 
"  Road  to  Durty  Hole,"  ran  north  from  Poke  Brook  to  con- 
nect, wdth  '^Clatter  V'alley  Road,''  and  a  highway  running- 
south,  recently  named  by  the  wisdom  of  our  borough  fathers 
High  Street,  and  laid  out  in  1673,  was  long  known  as  Back 
Lane. 

Three  buildings  of  pul)lic  utility  were  ranged  along  these 
streets:  the  meeting-house,  the  schoolhousc,  and  the  mill. 
The  meeting-house,  the  first  of  three  houses  for  public  wor- 
ship, was  built  before  1672.  and  after  frequent  repairs  was 
fast  failing  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  worshi})ers.  There  were 
doors  on  the  east  and  south.  Negroes  were  required  to  "  >it 
upon  the  bench  that  is  at  the  north  end  of  the  mecting-liousc 
below."  Liberty  to  build  [)ri\-ate  pews  was  granted,  iMie  in 
1697  "  over  the  sIkmi  girt  at  the  easterly  end  of  the  gallery  "  : 
one  the  next  }ear.  "  at  tlu-  south  eml  ui  the  meeting-house  at 
the  left  as  they  go  in  at  the  door";  one  in  1702  over  the 
south  door  "  U)  coiUinue  nniil  the  town  thul  it  i>l)structi\e  in 
their  building  a  gallery  ";  and  one  in  1707  over  the  east  iloor. 
With  these  as  the  only  hints  I  can  give,  a  lively  imagination 
can  easily  reeonstrnet  the  building  alter  the  manner  ol  ar- 
chaeologists. 
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A  mill  was  built  by  John  Bronson  on  what  was  long  known 
as  Mill  Brook,  until  our  more  sentimental  ap:e  named  the 
locality  Diamond  Glen.  It  was  sold  to  Deacon  Stephen  Hart 
before  1650,  and  there  is  reason  to  believe  he  erected  a  ^rl^t 
mill  in  addition  to  the  well-known  sawmill  before  1673,  for 
on  the  i6th  of  February,  1673,  he  paid  Deacon  Bull  for 
sharpening  his  mill  bills.  Of  course  they  may  have  been  for 
use  at  his  mill  on  the  river,  which  was  built  some  time  before 
1701. 

On  the  27th  of  December,  1687,  the  town  "  voted  that  ihcy 
would  have  a  town  house  to  keep  school  in  built  this  year,  of 
eighteen  foot  square  besides  the  clnmney  space,  with  a  suitable 
height  for  that  service."  Votes  about  finishing  the  school- 
house  were  passed  in  1689,  1690,  and  1691.  Let  our  present 
committee  take  courage. 

A  fourth  building,  the  inn,  with  its  swinging  sign,  offering 
entertainment  for  man  and  beast,  may  have  existed.  Colonial 
law  ordered  each  town  to  provide  one  sufficient  inhabitant  to 
keep  an  ordinary  for  the  occasional  entertainment  of  strangers 
in  a  comfortable  manner,  and  Joseph  Root,  at  the  south  end 
of  the  village,  was  appointed  by  the  town  to  attend  to  this 
duty.  The' inn,  however,  was  for  the  stranger,  not  for  the 
townsman.  Anything  like  hotel  or  club  life  was  frowned 
upon.  Every  resident  was  expected  to  be  a  member  of  some 
family.  In  1692  the  town  by  vote  gave  to  Joseph  Scott  a 
liberty  to  dwell  alone  provided  he  do  faithfully  improve  his 
time  and  behave  himself  peaceably  towards  his  neighbors  and 
their  creatures  and  constantly  attentl  tlie  public  worship  (^i 
God,  and  that  he  do  give  an  account  luuv  he  spends  his  uvrx 
unto  the  townsmen  when  it  shall  be  vlemanded  by  tlieui  vi 
him." 

Of  the  style  and  age  of  the  private  houses  standing  in 
1704  extren^.ely  little  is  known.  It  is  not  impossible  to  iraee 
])ack  the  ownership  of  any  hon-e  lot  t.>  the  first  settK  r,  l-iil 
wliich  of  its  successive  owners  built  any  particular  iK^L^e  or 
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when  it  was  built  can  rarely  be  told.  The  definite  ages  boldly 
assigned  of  late  to  several  old  houses  admit  neither  of  proof 
or  disproof.  The  best  description  of  the  form  of  the  earlier 
houses  which  I  have  seen  occurs  in  the  appraisal  of  the  estate 
of  Samuel  (.iridlev  in  1712  and  can  be  found  in  my  paper  on 
the  "  Early  Industries  of  Farmington.''  On  either  side  of  a 
central  hall  were  the  parlor  and  kitchen,  and  back  of  all  the 
leanto.  '  In  front  was  a  porch  with  a  chamber  over  it.  The 
porch  with  two  stories  was  peculiar  to  the  early  house.  That 
of  Rev.  Thomas  Hooker  in  Hartford  had  one,  and  the  room 
above  was  his  study.  A  house  with  a  porch  projecting  five 
feet  was  built  for  the  first  minister  of  Springfield  and  a  house 
"  with  a  porch  convenient  for  a  study  "  for  the  second  min- 
ister. On  the  east  side  of  High  Street  not  long  ago  stood 
three  houses  of  the  same  st}  le  of  architecture.  The  middle 
one  now  remaining,  commonl}'  known  as  the  Whitman  house, 
has  been  considerabh'  altered  in  form  by  recent  additions. 
The  overhanging  upper  story  with  the  conspicuous  pendants 
below  were  the  characteristic  features  of  the  three  houses. 
Thev  have  often  been  described.  The  northern  of  the  three 
houses,  pulled  down  in  iSSo,  stood  on  land  conveyed  by  ]o]\n 
Clark  to  his  son  Alattliew,  April  8,  1702,  '*  with  the  new  end 
of  a  house  upon  it."  It  is  hard  to  see  how  the  age  of  the 
Clark  house  can  be  carried  back  beyond  that  of  the  new  horse 
of  1702.  Houses  of  so  peculiar  construction  usually  mark  the 
fashion  of  S(.>me  limited  period.  As  t\)r  the  age  of  the  so-called 
Whitman  house,  John  Stanley.  Sen.,  sold  to  his  son  Thomas 
on  the  23d  of  Ahiv,  17CK).  the  land  on  which  the  house  now 
stands  together  with  "  \uy  Incise  that  1  now  tluell  in  luui  do 
reserve  the  new  enil  ol  the  said  house  and  leanto  adjoining 
to  it."  This  is  not  absolute  j)roof  that  tlie  honse  began  U)  Ih^ 
built  in  1700,  but  this,  for  tether  reasons,  seems  to  me  likely. 
The  southern  of  tliese  peculiarly  constructed  houses,  wnh 
pendants  and  i)rojecting  ujiper  stories,  stood  on  tlie  four-acre 
wood  lot  t)t  Ivoheri  Torler  and  Ins  descendants,  .at  the  n.>rt'i- 
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\  east  corner  of  High  Street  and  the  road  to  New  Britain, 

which  lot  passed  from  Thomas  to  WilHam  Porter  in  lyii 
:  with  no  mention  of  any  house  thereon.    The  house,  whenever 

built,  faced  south,  and  was  for  nianv  vears  the  ta\ern  of 
Captain  Joseph  Porter.    I  have  his  tavern  sign,  which  i)cars 
[  a  picture  of  a  house  on  one  side  and  on  the  reverse  that  of  a 

\  goddess  armed  with  helmet.  «;pear,  and  shield,  in  apparel  hctter 

)  befitting  the  heat  of  summer  than  the  blasts  of  winter.  She 

f  was  doubtless  the  first  goddess  to  bear  on  her  shield  the  three 

grapevines  of  Connecticut. 
I  A  peculiarity  of  early  New  England  houses,  wooden  chim- 

^  -  neys  lined  with  clay,  is  suggested  in  a  vote  of  the  town  passed 
:  in  1656  "  that  every  householder  shall  provide  a  sufficient 

ladder  standing  at  his  house  side,  reaching  to  the  ridge  of 
i  his  house  or  within  two  feet,  by  his  chimney."    Certain  town 

officers,  known  as  "  chimney  viewers,"  were  to  examine  the 
chimneys  and  ladders  once  in  six  weeks  in  wiriter  and  once 
'  a  quarter  in  summer.    Almost  precisely  the  same  vote  was 

passed  in  Hartford  in  1640.  Wooden  chimneys  and  thatched 
roofs,  familiar  to  the  settlers  in  the  old  English  villages  wlience 
they  came,  made  necessary  these  safeguards  against  fire.  Ih-ick 
chimneys  were  found  in  the  houses  of  the  wealthy,  but  wikhIcu 
chimneys  lined  with  clay,  known  as  "  catted  chimneys,"  were 
common.  In  Hartford  in  1640  *'  it  is  ordered  that  Jo  (i-ning 
shall  sweep  all  the  cliimneys  and  have  6'^  for  brick  and  .v' 
for  clay."  Salem  in  1638  signs  an  agreement  for  the  iHul'-Hng 
of  a  meeting-house  with  "  one  catted  chimney  4  feet  in  iieii^ht 
above  the  toj)  of  the  building,  the  back  whereof  is  to  be  oi 
brick  or  stone."  In  Cambridge,  whence  our  anct.'>t>)r>  c.i'.riC 
to  Hartford,  it  was  or<KTcd  in  K)^!  "lh.it  no  m.m  dial!  budd 
his  chinuiey  with  wood,  or  cover  his  hou-^e  with  thatcli."  ili:s 
town  elected  chimnex  \iewers  annu.dly  uniil  171J. 

A  list  of  all  the  hou.M.'holders  nf  1704  from  i'ird  s  ildl  on 
the  north  down  lo  I'.iglUy  .\cre  «>n  llie  scnith.  with  the  >ites 
of  their  houses.  wi)ukl  tloubtless  he  alxnil  as  interesting  read- 
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ing  as  the  pages  of  a  modern  city  directory.  Let  us  make  a 
few  selections.  On  the  3Tst  of  IVlarch,  1704,  on  news  of  the 
Indian  atrocities  at  Dccrfield  a  month  previous,  the  tov.n  voted 
to  have  seven  house?  fortified,  those  of  Thomas  Ortr;*^, 
ham  Lev/is,  Howkins  Hart,  James  W'adsworth.  Lient.  Jnhn 
Hart,  John  W'adsworth,  and  Ensign  Samuel  Wad- vvorth,  in 
which  were  to  be  lodged  the  town  stock  of  pov/der.  lead,  bul- 
lets, flints,  and  half-pikes.  The  Orton  house  stood  on  the 
Frederick  Andrus  corner  opposite  the  present  house  of  Z^Irs. 
Barney,  and  it  is  an  interesting  question,  not  easily  an^wered, 
whetlier  the  old  house  whose  fast  disartpcaring  clat/hoards 
disclose  a  red  brick  lining  be  not  the  old  fortitied  house.  Early 
New  England  houses  with  timber  frames  hlled  in  with  brick 
were  not  uncommon.  The  William  Lewis  house  stood  on  the 
site  of  the  Elm  . Tree  Inn,  and  tradition  claims  that  some  of 
its  ancient  beams  form  a  part  of  the  modern  structure.  T!i<- 
Howkins  Hart  house  stood  on  the  site  of  my  own  house.  That 
of  James  Wadsworth  on  that  of  the  late  Miss  Sadie  Gruman ; 
that  of  Lieut.  John  Hart  on  or  near  that  of  the  present  post- 
office;  that  of  John  A\'ads\vorth  a  little  south  of  the  house  of 
Judge  Deming;  and  that  of  Ensign  Samu(d  Wadsworth  at 
the  top  of  the  hill  on  the  right  as  you  look  down  towards  the 
old  mill  brook  where  for  many  years  lived  Deacon  Sidney 
\^^ads\vorth.  They  were  all  on  Main  Street.  There  had  been 
some  attempts  at  fortification  before  this.  After  the  destruction 
of  Schenectady  by  the  French  and  jndians  in  i6<)o,  and  si.K 
days  after  the  massacre  at  Salmon  .h\alls  in  New  Hampshire, 
the  town  had  api)oiiUed  a  committee  about  fortifying  houses, 
but  no  result  therefrom  is  recortled.  In  1^74  Deacon  lUill 
markes  a  charge  for  "a  gist  |j^>ist|  io  y^'  fortt  gatte  off 
church."  In  1675  for  "  a  gist  to  the  eyrons  off  y*-'  forlt  gatte," 
and  in  1676  a  "  si.xpence  to  y'"  eyron  (ilV  y'"  fortt  gatte."  illus- 
trations of  ancient  Xcw  England  mci'ting-houscs  sometimes 
represent  the  house  snrrcunnled  with  a  palisade  with  a  for- 
midabk:  gate.  Some  such  allair  ma}  have  l)een  our  i'->rt  at 
the  meetingdi(.)use. 


Without  further  consideration  of  the  ancient  fortifications 
of  the  village  and  its  public  buildings,  let  us  call  at  a  few 
houses  and  learn  what  the  people  busied  themselves  about  in 
tiie  intervals  of  farm  labor.  If  the  good  people  of  1704  de- 
sired to  build  themselves  a  new  house  or  repair  an  old  one 
they  would  probably  have  engaged  the  services  of  Joseph  Bird 
or  of  his  son  Samuel,  who  might  have  been  found  on  the 
present  site  of  the  house  of  Mrs.  S.  E.  Barney,  or  they  could 
call  on  Deacon  Isaac  -More,  nearly  opposite  where  I  now  live, 
or  upon  Lieut.  John  vSteele.  The  latter  might  have  been  found 
where  the  house  recently  of  Mrs.  Samuel  S.  Cowles,  now  of 
Mr.  Lewis  C.  Root,  stands.  His  tools,  as  they  came  to  Deacon 
Bull  from  time  to  time  for  repair,  illustrate  the  rude  mechanical 
appliances  of  the  day,  —  his  broad  axe,  breast  wimbel,  augers, 
gouge,  tennant  saw,  fore  plane,  creasing  plane,  and  snipebills. 
He  was  also  the  land  surveyor  of  the  village.  In  April,  1673. 
Deacon  Bull  mends  his  staff  to  measure  land,"  and  in  1676 
makes  an  iron  point  to  said  staff.  This  must  have  been  the 
"Jacobs Staff"  which  all  very  old  surveyors  will  remember. 
The  lieutenant  was  certainly  reasonable  in  his  charges.  In 
1674  Deacon  Bull  paid  him  one  shilling  for  running  a  line. 
In  Hartford  they  did  not  submit  to  any  extortion,  i^very  man 
was  his  own  surveyor.  The  Rev.  William  S.  Porter,  quoting 
from  the  ancient  records,  says:  "  The  town  kept  a  sur\eyor*s 
chain  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants,  subject  to  the  toll  >win;^ 
regulation:  It  is  ordered  that  whos(>e\er  borrows  the  t-nvn 
cliain  shall  pay  two  pence  a  day  for  every  day  they  keep  ihe 
same,  and  pa\'  for  mending  it,  if  it  l.>e  bre»ken  in  their  use.' 
Another  industry  soon  came  into  being.  Wlien  the  hew  of 
old  England  began  lo  give  place  to  cider  and  Xcw  Em;l;i!'d 
rum,  a  verv  large  number  of  l)arrels  were  needed.  If  the 
goodman  desired  two  or  three  do;<en  for  his  winter's  >uppl> 
tbev  might  be  obtained  of  tiie  two  eiH>|)ers,  John  Sledman 
and  Sanniel  l'rcn-011.  nearlx  .  i)ppo>iic  wIktc  l".s»|r.ire  I'gbert 
t/«.»wles  afterward  lived.     W  eaving,  I)e^illes  what  was  done  ni 
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a  small  way  in  almost  every  household,  occupied  the  atten- 
tion of  several  professional  weavers.  Samuel  Smith  lived  on 
the  site  of  the  park  given  to  the  village  by  ^liss  Porter.  John 
Root  from  Northampton  also  had  his  loom  somewhere  in  the 
village.  Other  weavers  were  John  North,  a  little  east  of  the 
cottage  of  Mr.  Newton  Barney  on  the  road  to  Hartford,  John 
Clark,  a  little  south  of  Mrs.  S.  E.  Barney's  in  the  northern 
of  the  three  ancient  houses  previously  mentioned,  Deacon 
Thomas  Porter,  Jr.,  near  the  present  site  of  the  house  of  Judge 
Deming,  and  Joseph  Bird.  Bird  and  Porter  charged  sixpence 
a  yard  for  weaving,  and  this  in  a  great  nimiber  of  instances 
was  the  established  rate.  Joseph  Bird  was  also  a  shoemaker. 
Other  shoemakers  were  Sam.uel  Orvis,  on  the  west  side  of 
Main  Street  a  little  north  of  the  house  of  Gustavus  Cowles, 
Daniel  Andrews,  on  the  site  of  the  house  of  Dr.  Wheeler,  John 
Newell,  on  or  near  the  house  of  the  late  Elijah  L.  Lewis, 
James  Gridley,  on  the  south  side  of  the  road  to  Hartford  ju>t 
east  of  Poke  Brook,  and  Samuel  Woodruff,  known  mostly, 
after  the  English  fashion,  as  Samuel  Woodruff,  cordwainer. 
As  for  the  price  of  their  products  I  can  ordy  say  that  Deacon 
Thomas  Bull  sold  Daniel  Andrews  on  the  12th  day  of  January. 
1674,  four  acres  of  land  for  three  pairs  of  shoes,  two  for  him- 
self and  one  for  his  son  John  Bull.  You  can  compute  the 
price  of  shoes  at  your  leisure. 

To  use  all  the  products  of  Tuniierous  looms  I  find  but  one 
professional  taiK^-,  Thomas  Porter,  son  of  the  first  Ro1)en. 
He  continued  the  business  of  his  brother  John,  who  had  died 
young.  Let  not  the  socict}  ladies  of  U)d:[\  sui)pose  that  lliey 
alone  have  worn  tailor-made  garmeiUs.  In  1077  Oba<Hah 
Richards  made  for  IChzahcth  Clark  a  waistcoat  at  a  cost  of 
two  shillings.  Probably  her  father,  John  Clark,  wove  and 
furnished  the  cloth.  ( )l)adiah  ga\  e  nji  his  lucrative  bu>iness 
and  removed  to  Watcrhury.  where*  lie  died  bef(^re  1704. 
Thomas  Gridle\  was  the  blacksmith  of  the  \iliage.  and  livi>d 
on  the  southwest  ciMMirr  of  the  present  \\o\ur  lot  of  Mr<.  A. 


D.  Vorce  on  the  road  to  the  old  mill.  Deacon  Thomas  Bull, 
blacksmith,  town  clerk,  and  man  of  affairs,  was  now  dead, 
leaving  an  account  book  which  is  a  mine  of  knowledge  for 
the  student  of  the  carl}  life  of  the  village.  Of  professional 
men  the  Rev.  Samuel  HiDoker  had  finished  a  life  of  much 
usefulness,  and  Dr.  Samuel  Porter  was  at  least  the  most  ac- 
cessible physician,  living  on  what  is  now  the  vacant  lot  next 
south  of  the  post-office.  He  was  son  of  the  famous  Dr.  Dan.iel 
Porter,  bonesetter.  Thomas  Thomson,  Jr.,  the  other  doctor, 
lievd  on  the  west  side  of  the  Mountain  Spring  road  beyond 
the  house  of  Mr.  Plenry  C.  Rice,  in  what  must  have  been  a 
quiet  neighborhood. 

Having  now  taken  a  hasty  survey  of  the  dwellers  here,  their 
streets,  houses,  and  occupations,  let  us  consider  what  matters  of 
public  concern  they  had  most  in  mind  in  this  year  of  1704. 
Plrst  and  foremost,  they  would  themselves  have  placed  the  at- 
tempt to  install  a  worthy  successor  in  the  vacant  pulpit  of  the 
lamented  Hooker.  In  my  paper  of  last  year  you  will  find  all 
the  particulars  of  the  unfortunate  controvers}-  you  will  prob- 
ably care  for.  The  attempt  to  settle  by  popular  vote  what 
scarcely  two  persons  thought  alike  about  and  concerning  which 
all  felt  most  keenly  was  an  uiltT  faihu'e.  The  opinions  of  these 
good  peo])le  about  each  oilur,  expressed  with  great  vigor  in 
town  and  church  meetings  and  set  dow  n  at  leugih  in  tlie  testi- 
mony preserved  in  the  state  archives,  show  human  nature  much 
as  in  later  days,  only  UK^re  outspoken. 

There  was  another  matter  of  vital  pubHc  impt^rtance  which 
must  have  engaged  their  attention.  ( )n  the  .^otli  oi  i'\]>ruary, 
1704,  in  the  dead  of  winter,  wlun  in<'-t  men  fell  secure.  Deer- 
field  was  burned  and  the  inhabiianis  (\i\u  r  killed  or  taken  cap- 
tive to  Quebec  by  Indian  savages  set  (^n  hy  tlie  l'"reneh  gnermM- 
of  Canada.  'i"he  mo>t  familiar  accnnl  of  the  disaster  is  thai 
of  the  Ivi  v.  b>hn  Williams  in  his  *•  Uedeetned  Captive."  b:;t  a 
more  circnmstanti.d  and  e\h:ni>ti\  r  accoimt  may  be  f.  »un.'.  in 
the  *'  llistcM  V  of  Deerlield."  by  the  aged  ar.d  learned  Mu  id  ^i. 
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In  preparation  for  similar  dangers  our  citizens  had  long  been 
drilled  in  the  military  exercises  of  the  day,  with  the  rude  appli- 
ances then  known  to  the  art  of  war.  Besides  the  flint-lock 
musket  of  Queen  Anne's  day,  lonq-  known  as  the  Queen's  Arm, 
a  certain  number  of  the  privates  were  armed  with  pikes.  Pike 
heads  were  made  by  Blacksmith  Bull  for  Goodman  I.anckton, 
John  Steele,  James  Bird,  and  Sergeant  Stanley  at  three  shil- 
lings each.  The  weapon  was  in  use  in  England  until  super- 
seded by  the  bayonet,  between  1690  and  1705,  in  France  in 
1703.  In  Markham's  "  Soldier's  Accidence "  we  are  in- 
structed that  the  pikemen  "  shall  have  strong,  straight,  yet 
nimble  pikes  of  Ash  wood,  well  headed  with  steel  .  ,  .  and 
the  full  size  or  length  of  every  pike  shall  be  fifteen  foot  be^ 
sides  the  head.''  Another  writer  of  the  day  speaks  of  the 
pikemen  as  a  bewtiful  sight  in  the  battell  and  a  great  terrour 
to  the  enemies.  Such  men  in  the  fronte  of  battailes  in  ould 
tymes  weare  called  men  at  armes."  The  pikemen  were  well 
drilled,  according  to  the  manual,  to  order  your  pike,  to  shoulder 
your  pike,  to  port  your  pike,  to  charge  your  pike,  to  trail  your 
pike,  to  recover  your  pike,  and  so  on,  in  all  twenty-seven 
orders. 

Deacon  Bull  was  the  principal  armorer  of  the  village.  For 
John  North  Senior  he  made  a  new  sword  costing  seven  shil- 
lings and  sixpence.  Other  swords  he  repaired.  Vor  Robert 
Porter  he  made  a  halberd  at  an  expense  of  three  shillings.  The 
halberd  was  the  distinguishing  arm  of  the  sergeant,  and  con- 
sisted of  three  parts  :  the  spear  to  thrust  or  charge  in  batile,  the 
hatchet  for  cutting,  and  the  hook  for  jnilling  down  fascines. 
Thev  are  still  used  in  \hc  ornamental  (Hsi>lay  of  the  Swiss  Papal 
Ciuartks.  l-'ortunately  our  valiant  soKliers  had  no  real  tighling 
to  do  against  Indians  or  I'Vctichmm  with  nuiskrt,  pike,  hal- 
berd, or  sword. 

Besides  the  matter  of  the  halherd.  Robert  Porter  pays  tln' 
deacon  five  shillings  for  "two  daves  aliM-nte  fnv.n  training."" 
In  the  next  line  but  one  of  tlu'  old  acc(>unl  l)(H)k  we  read  his 
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receipt  of  five  shilHiif^s  for  schooling-  John  Bull,  son  of  the 
deacon,  in  Fehruary,  1676.  Three  years  later  he  received  four 
shillings  more  for  the  similar  service.  Whether  Robert  Porter, 
ancestor  of  the  president  of  Yale  and  of  the  founder  of  a 
famous  school,  himself  taught  school  or  some  member  of  his 
family  taught  a  dame's  school,  I  cannot  say.  The  first  known 
schoolmaster  here  \vas  the  Rev.  John  James,  and  the  second 
was  Luke  Hayes,  concerning  whom  see  my  paper  of  1892. 
Prominent  among  the  educators  of  that  day  born  in  this  vil- 
lage was  John  Hart,  son  of  Ca|)tain  Thomas  and  grandson  of 
Deacon  Stephen.  He  was  now,  1704,  a  tutor  at  Yale  College, 
and  was  soon  to  be  the  minister  of  Kiliingwortli.  He  was 
the  first  student  who  received  the  Bachelor's  degree  at  Yale. 

The  habits  and  customs  of  the  village,  so  far  as  they  con- 
formed to  those  of  other  towns,  we  have  no  time  to  consider. 
Early  New  England  life  in  general  you  will  find  depicted  with 
great  care  and  vigor  in  the  several  books  of  ]\Irs.  Alice  ^vlorse 
Earle.  We  have  time  only  for  the  happenings  in  our  own 
midst.  These,  so  far  as  they  come  to  our  knowledge  from 
court  records,  are  apt  to  disclose  rather  the  errors  than  the  vir- 
tues of  our  ancestors,  and  must  not  be  thought  a  fair  jMcture  of 
the  land  of  steady  habits.  Elinor  trangressions,  thus  brought 
to  light,  the  guardians  of  the  village  sought  to  correct,  n»>t  by 
fining  parties  who  had  not  a  penny  to  pay  with,  or  by  b"  -arding 
them  in  jail  at  the  tov/n's  expense.  They  had  a  more  etiectual 
remedy  and  a  chea])er,  the  stocks.  The  otTender  was  ordered 
set  on  a  few  luiiuUes  lie  fore  the  i'hiirsda}'  aflernoiu  lecture 
began  and  kei)t  on  until  a  little  after  the  cli>se  oi  the  service." 
Our  ancc>tor>;  were  wise  in  their  dav  ami  generation,  and  thoir 
Tluuxla)'  afternoon  meetings  were  well  attended.  l'\)r  harvl- 
ened  offenders  the  time  was  sometimes  ehangetl  to  iraining- 

dav,  with  its  ruder  gatherings.    1"honias  .  the  one  black 

sheep  of  an  Iioik yrabli'  familw  *"  for  hi^  night  walking  .  .  . 
is  adjudged  to  >it  in  the  stocks  one  hour  and  a  half  liie  next 
training-da\ 'l  lu  ee  scanii»s.         large  a  number  lo  be  ac- 
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commoclatcd  in  one  set  of  stocks,  for  their  agreeing  to  rob 
Richard  Smith  of  his  watermelons  and  steaUng  five  of  them 
in  a  boastful  manner,  bragging  of  the  same,  are  sentenced  to 
go  to  prison  and  there  continue  during  the  pleasure  of  the 
court."  Another  man  concerned  in  the  watermelon  raid  was 
complained  of  for  speaking  '*  reproachfully  of  the  Worshipful 
Thomas  Wells  Esq.  now  at  rest,"  and  for  a  still  worse  offense 
is  adjudged  to  suffer  imprisonment  .  .  .  until  the  next 
Lecture  at  Hartford  and  to  sit  in  the  stocks  during  the  time  of 
the  lecture."    The  lecture  sermons  were  none  of  the  shortest. 

Currency,  whether  gold,  silver,  or  paper,  was  practically  un- 
known. When  a  man  died  and  his  estate  was  inventoried,  a 
few  shillings  were  sometimes  found  hoarded  up.  Business 
was  done  by  barter,  wheat  at  four  shillings  the  bushel  being 
the  basis.  It  corresponded  to  our  gold  standard.  Lower 
prices  were  char2;ed  with  the  proviso  that  payment  should  be 
in  wheat.  Indian  corn  was  two  and  one-half  shillings  per 
bushel,  pork  three  pence  the  pound,  beef  2^,  bacon  8,  venison 
i^,  cheese  5,  sugar  (probably  niaple)  5,  flax  12,  wool  18,  and 
candles  9.  A  whole  salmon  S(^ld  for  one  shilling.  Instead  of 
tallow  candles  a  cheaper  substitute  was  largely  used.  In  1696 
the  town  voted  that  no  inhal)itant  should  be  prohibited  from 
felling  pine  trees  in  our  sequestered  lands  for  candle  wood. 
The  same  right  was  again  granted  in  1703.  The  Rev.  Francis 
Higginson,  in  his  "  New  England's  Plantation,"  written  in  the 
year  1629,  writes :  *'  Vea  our  pine-trees  that  arc  the  most 
l)lentiful  of  all  wood,  doth  allow  us  plenty  of  candles  which  are 
very  useful  in  a  house:  and  they  are  such  candles  a>^  the  Indian> 
use,  having  no  other,  and  the\-  are  nothing  else  but  the  wood  ot 
the  [)ine  tree  cloven  into  little  sHees.  soiuelhini;  thin,  which  are 
so  full  of  the  moisture  of  tur[)entine  and  i)itcli,  that  they  burn 
as  clear  as  a  torch." 

And  now  with  this  illumination,  bright  enmigh  dnnl)tle>s, 
but  smokim;  like  .i  Jna.  when  the  da\  '>>  work  was  done,  and  the 
great  spinning-wheel  was  giving  out  its  drow>y  hum,  what 


literature  had  the  good  man  with  which  to  while  away  the 
evening  hours,  if  his  taste  lay  in  that  direction?  For  books 
he  had  probably  something  theological  by  Increase  ]\Iather, 
and  perchance  some  of  the  earlier  works  of  Cotton  ?\ lather. 
Let  us  hope  all  the  young  ernes  were  safe  in  bed  while  the  lurid 
pictures  of  devils,  witches,  and  ghosts  in  the  "  Wonders  of  the 
Invisible  World'"  were  the  theme.  You  can  learn  more  of  this 
literature  in  my  account  of  the  library  of  a  village  blacksmith 
if  you  desire.  The  "  New  England  Primer,"  another  book 
doubtless  on  his  shelves,  has  been  so  much  written  about  of 
late  that  you  will  hardly  care  to  know  more  of  it,  and  per- 
chance some  of  the  older  members  of  the  audience  may  re- 
member sufficiently  their  own  experience. 

Next  to  the  Bible  the  book  most  frequently  in  use  was  the 
almanac.  In  this  the  good  man  noted  at  the  proper  dates  in- 
formation concerning  his  crops,  his  animals,  and  the  vital  sta- 
tistics of  his  family.  Each  nionth  was  introduced  by  a  couplet 
in  doggerel  verse,  not  altogether  uninteresting.  ]\Iuch  pro- 
verbial wisdom  was  scattered  through  it  ;  but  the  main  purpose 
of  the  work  was  to  reveal  the  future.  The  farmer,  from  the 
changes  of  the  moon  and  the,  countless  maxims  of  the  weather- 
wise,  learned  when  to  sow  or  reap,  or  he  could  find  the  weather 
already  foretold  with  the  usual  precision  of  "  about  these  days 
expect  rain."  He  had  the  choice  among  four  almanacs  in  the 
year  1704,  two  Englisli  and  two  printed  in  Boston.  The 
English  almanacs,  of  which  that  of  the  famous  Partridge  was 
the  favorite,  still  printed  the  astrological  diiigram  oi  the  twelve 
houses  of  heaven  and  the  positions  o\  the  twel\e  signs  ot'  the 
zodiac,  and  of  the  seven  planets.  —  the  melancholy  Saturn,  the 
bene\olent  Jupiter,  the  ([uarrelsome  Mars,  the  amorous  Wnus. 
etc.,  deducing  therefrom  the  events  of  the  ci^ming  year.  Bart- 
ridge,  from  tiie  conjunction  of  Saturn  and  Jupiter  in  Aries, 
says,  "  1  do  predict  a  war":  a  ver\  safe  j^rediction  Si>  1oi\l:  as 
Louis  Xi  \  .  remained  on  the  throne  of  I'rance.  "i'lie  favorite 
almanac  was  that  of  Clough.  published  in  Be>ston.  Kriowtng 
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his  readers  well  he  shrewdly  warns  the  pious  against  all  this 
astrolog-y,  "  forasmuch  as  the  practice  thereof  has  not  been 
usual  in  this  country  and  the  lawfulness  of  it  is  doubted  by 
many  divines  .  .  .  but  take  more  heed  to  that  sure  word  of 
prophecy  as  the  Apostle  Peter  says."  The  rival  almanac  was 
the  "  Xew  England  Kalendar,"  by  a  Lover  of  Astronomy. 
Clough  and  the  unknown  compiler  of  the  latter  amused  them- 
selves with  unpleasant  criticisms  of  each  other,  which  the 
modern  critic  would  strongly  suspect  were  written  for  adver- 
tising purposes  by  the  same  pen,  as  their  works  ^^•ere  printed 
from  the  same  type  at  the  same  shop.  Another  EngH>h  alma- 
nac, dealing  with  astrology,  that  of  Colson,  appears  in  an  in- 
ventory of  a  Boston  bookseller  in  1700. 

One  other  source  of  information  about  the  outside  world 
had  just  been  given  the  intelligent  readers  of  the  village. 
On  the  17th  of  April  of  this  year  the  Boston  Ncws-Lcttcr,  the 
earliest  newspaper  puldished  on  this  continent  that  had  a  con- 
tinuous existence,  began  its  career  of  seventy-two  years.  Copies 
must  have  reached  our  village  and  been  passed  from  hand  to 
hand  by  all  eager  for  news  from  lands ,  be_\'ond  the  sea.  and 
will  tell  us  what  the  men  of  1704  were  thinking  about  and 
talking  of  in  their  Avilderness  home.  The  first  number  tells 
principally  of  the  French  attempts  to  place  the  pretender  on 
the  English  throne,  and  of  tlie  brilliant  successes  of  ATueric:in 
over  French  privateers.  The  next  week  we  have  letters  sup- 
posed to  have  been  written  from  all  parts  of  the  habitabk- 
world,  revealing  the  secret  intentions  of  suntlr\'  kings  and 
potentates.  A  fortnight  later  we  have  much  royal  correspond- 
ence about  the  Spanish  succession,  the  crowding  of  i>er- 
sons  into  the  tlungeons  of  the  In(iui-ili< mk  and  Indian  atrociiiv> 
in  Maim-.  On  Mav  jjd  comes  the  news  of  a  violent  storm 
in  I..on(l<»n,  —  chureli  spires  blown  down  and  London  i'ritlL;^' 
stoi)ped  up  with  the  wreck  i>f  vessels.  Xnniber  ().  on  ibe 
I2lh  of  June.  aniKunicrs  a  fa^t  proclaimed  by  the  Oueen  in 
reference  to  the  luav\-  jndgm«.nt  of  the  Almi,L;hty  in  the  ler- 
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rible  and  dreadful  storm  of  November  26th ;  also  of  the  cap- 
ture of  privateers,  a  frequent  event.  Number  10  gives  a  letter 
dated  October  30th  from  Constantinople,  announcing  the  pub- 
lic entry  of  the  Qrand  Signior  with  great  soleumity  and  wiih 
all  the  ceremonies  used  on  the  like  occasions/'"  such  as  the  be- 
heading of  the  eldest  son  of  the  late  ^lufti.  At  home  we  have 
sentence  of  death  passed  on  seventeen  pirates,  advertisements 
for  lost  goods,  including  one  for  the  return  of  Penelope,  a 
well  set,  middle  sized  ^Madagascar  Negro  woman,''  with  a 
flowered  damask  gown ;  also  the  last  dying  speeches  of  six 
pirates  and  the  exhortations  and  prayers  of  the  ministers  at 
great  length.  In  Number  11  we  have  several  new  shocks  of 
an  earthquake,  and  a  letter  to  the  Pope  from  ''Adrian  Saghed, 
by  the  Grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  Emperor  of  Ethiopia, 
Nubia,  Slieba  and  all  the  confines  of  Arabia  Sic,  of  Glorious 
Race,  descending  from  Queen  Sheba,  humbling  his  Enemies, 
and  defending  such  who  have  recourse  to  him ;  The  Pillar  of 
the  Christian  Faith,  &c,  King  of  Soldiers  and  Armies  never 
subdued,  Lord  in  power  and  words,  with  unexpressible  mc>dera- 
tion,  Full  I\Ioon  of  his  Kingdom,  without  any  Eclipse,"  etc. 
He  asked  for  missionaries.  On  the  loth  of  July  we  have  more 
particulars  of  the  ways  of  the  Inquisition  and  an  order  of 
Queen  Anne  to  the  master  of  our  revels  and  to  both  com- 
panies of  Comedians  Acting  in  Drury-Lanc  and  Lincolns-Inn- 
Field,  to  take  special  care  tliat  nothing  be  acted  in  either  of  the 
Theatres  contrary  to  Religion  or  good  manners  .  .  .  that 
no  woman  be  allowed  to  presume  to  wear  a  visard  ]\lask  in 
either  of  the  Theatres."  Number  July  17th.  contains  a 
long  and  circumstantial  account  oi  the  destructii^i  of  Minas, 
the  land  of  Longfellow's  '*  ]£vangeline."  On  July  31st  wo 
have  more  successes  of  Yankee  privateers  anil  further  piuiicu- 
lars  of  the  utter  wii)ing  out  of  Minas.  On  July  J4th  and  31st 
we  hear  more  of  juiv^iteiM^s  and  of  the  destruction  of  .Minas. 
On  the  7th  of  September,  1704.  the  date  of  our  account,  the 
news  of  the  great  event  (;f  the  \ear  wa^  on  its  three-n^.nuhs' 
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journey  to  Boston,  and  had  not  yet  reached  the  happy -ears  of 
the  villagers.  The  battle  of  Blenheim  was  on  the  2d  of 
August,  O.  S..,.  shattering  the  power  of  Louis  XIV.  and  making 
religious  freedom  p<3ssible.  \Mth  tliis  account  of  FarniingLL>:i 
ill  1704,  its  men,  their  homes,  occupations,  and  customs,  and 
of  the  light  from  the  outside  world  just  breaking  upon  them, 
we  must  bid  them  a  long  farewell. 


6203  1 


( 


